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The zal was. heard with indifference in 
Farliament : ay mall, - but Uluſtrieus Band of 
„Patriots vol | forth, the-.avowell alvocates of 
the Conſtitution, on ite genuine principles, 
A new. Aſfdeistion of Friends of the People 
was formed out of Parliament, and the enters. 
priſe of Political Reforům was Again brought 
forward, and putſurd with equal ability aud 
3 How unavailing thoſe -meri- 
have, been, it is needleſs here 
it is.ſuperfluous to ſtate to what. 


the — increaſe of our Army, 
by the inſecurity of the-Preſsy by the inftinge- 


nmient of the Bill of Rights, by che altered law. 


of libels, and by the repeated precedent; of a 
denial of Free Petition to the People. Vet 


even this ruined: condition of the Conſtitution, 
and, under it, the apathy af the public mind. 


which 48 ſtill more diſcouraging, ought not to 
dejec the Friends of their Country and ſin« 


n have thus low. de, 
„ * 


nds of e N Las --/ 


2 — * * 
EY — 2 — eopas 2 
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* 


EW 


in Parliament. e +. 


At har e ed 


| duce) its elevation to a lexel With ae ee 
odr e Conſfitution. In th S 
_ and wir a. view. ty ee de eee 


gle. men in Parliament and che of . da. 


"ducing. the period alluded to, have, been. td 
ee calumniated 46 egemies to theit' 


they d ity es ae 
one adhered to iti 

. ae {ublequent.;one TOON: 3 I 
— ads 4he'Pablic.' They wil be fou 
a long. ſaties of letters written . 


in 2 
= e had the honour ta ens 2 


10 » 


4 


from many of our, public men z eng whom” 


are ſome diſtinguiſhed: . _ of. — DE” obs 
 rereſt Patriotilm,” with the moſt extrao ve 
| ralents as'Qrators.and e and 7 — 4 
ill greater number of ptibate men gf a WV 

| public ſpitit,) *whoſe benevolent zeal for : 
welfare of their” fellow-men, prompted” them. - 
to quit their tetitement, to ſtand forward; and 
to ſupport the menſures 95 the Ls KB _ 


Of thoſe letters which he Editor 42s 
from ſo many honourable, perions, nearly, 
were private letters, which their Authors, 
living, have petmiited the Editor 10 9 15 
and it is preſumed i hat lettari written, in aux 
inſtances, with all the confidence of friend- 


ſhip, in every inſtance, with no view 40 their 5 


publication, will be conſidered as 


the real and undiſguiſed ſentiments, of theit + 
Writers, generally at leaſt, if not in every.caſe; | 


and conſequently, they will, obtain that. weight 
wi the e e o Papers * | 


«=o 


700 
5 
x 


4 


"0 


fot the purpoſe e baz fu * en nn 3 % 


ſpection could be chöugbt to Uhr re 


_ coming from perſons Ur che diere eines 


| deſcribed; they ſeem' te be numerous Se 
00 form © fair ſpecimen ef tie tener * 
_ © formets; und candid men willyroteblauds 


mit chest charadter/to-beMiitfieibaly: Wise 
— ̃ —2M;« ̃7— 3204 
e betten sd te tHe Kae e 


* "Ke o 
0 %. wal * 
* : N 


pioduited In te tu Vofuniee, exkibit 


un suis with in the minds of his Corres 


| ſpotidents.to\ſecwrethe Libertyof thee Con- 


P. "moderate Reform" df Pars 
mes by regular! agd egal eats; and) r 


” a> L A * a” „ T * 45 1 3 4 1 = = * 9 - s 1 : 24 3 * 
. d _1ymptorn of latem diſafFeQtion, or of a 
+ ſecret with" tote eite commdtion, 


| | b ring for- 
Ward mkaſures of u MeyolutioMary tendency; 
dun be diſecveren 10 Kg long And varied ſeries ps 
©; .<8 2 0 his Cörreſpondents will Rand ac- 
Wittecd in tne Judgment" of che Wation, no 
_ :cooked-by time and refle gion; add with hem, 
die Genetal Party of Refctmers, Who kdheted - = 
0 cheir meaſures, möſt Teceive' this Nene fate 
F rr wr my e/tyf $754 
"With n Cre the! This . 
reſpondente, the Editor muy de pertultte o 
tay a fem words.” It hat fallen to hib lot, 0 Wel 
as do that of much better then, t experienes 
che attacks of obloqty! and mifrepfefentafliem. 
is his wich, therefbre;” 70 Gefend Binſelf by 
the meatls which ate Here employed for he, 
defence. He it awäre that conſidered aprt | 
rom the more "vilhable"Rirths bf his Cones.” 


9 21 R 1 n do in a * 
. a Republica OGvovirtimenc, 9 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ſpondents, his own are too unimportant to de- 
ſerve the attention of the Public. But, con- 
nected with them, they will form the -propet - 
and neceſſary accompaniment, which will ſerve 
at once to authenticate and explain their more 
important part of the-Correſpondence, and bo”. 
eſtabliſh the innocence of the Editore. ee I 

With this deſign, theſe additional Vea 3 55 
of Letters will be offered to the Public; and 
that the acquitial of their "Authors will be he 
reſult of their appearance, the Editor dares to he: 
ne Fo Fe det IT 
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Das 2 c 
. U ESOLVED, That 5 — Mü 


tation. of the 


K's objects, which in their , view, have been more important, 


vie 4 Leu or of, more p igaportance, 
clorm, 4 preſentation i oy 2 * 


e 21 iadiffercnce or 


2 to this great o 1 0 
r- — 1 ae — 
u che attention of Panliament 3 a poing on ich it will net 


n by a: perſevering. call fam the community ; fl 
e form "7 pe to Pa move from Parlia 
& Peo rom . to Parſiamenty ©. | 1... 
4 my Ay Tho whenever cople thall renew / 2 — 
in theit ſeveral G nes Cities, 9992 owns, und ſhall ugite their 
efforts, perſeveringly and with order, for the attainment of a Re- 
form-in che Repreſentation, a plan ſufficiently ſimple and compre» 


40 be eſſentially i 1 „e A. een 7 
Reſalvod, Thar als b ate ee == 


henfive may aſſuredly be, formed; and, when thus ſupported, 
not fail of ſuceels, al wich 


5. 2 That a Committee be now appointed, for the 
purpoſe of promoting ſuch Aſſociations, and of conſulting, pre- 

ring, a dei ging forward a plan reſpecting the Election and 
— of — in ſuch manner as ſhall be moſt adapted 
to give; to whatever plan of Reform ſhall be ultimately approved, 
the weight and the authority of the National Judgment. 

6. Reſolved, That auy of the ſaid Commitre be a ſaffi- 
cient number for the diſpatch of bufineſs. 

7. Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee be a Committee of En- 


| quiry and Correſ 


8. Refolved, t the ſaid Committee have power of a 
ing, from their own number, Sub-Committees, as they udge 


expedient. = TT W 


ü) 


9 Reſolved, That it be recommended to the ſaid Committee, 
to © aſide whether ſome convenient and eſfectual method for the 
n for the taking the Poll by Diſtricte, and in a 

liable to influence, corruption, or tumults; for admit- 
ting other deſcriptions of perſons, not otherwiſe already poſſeſſed 
of it, to the — of the eh of Suffrage 12 for ſo admit - 
ting them, ad ma groſs partiality of Repreſentation — 
n pro propoſed as principal paris of a plan for 
a Parliamentary R 
10. Reſolved, That it he recommended to the Committee, to 

to what limits the duration of Parliaments may be — | 
beneficially reduced ; and to requeſt the opinion of ſuch other 
Afociations as may be formed upon this and the other ſubjeQs 
to their inquiry. And reſpeQing, the duration, thj 
— vie of 60A Parkawanry and 

e u Parliaments; | 

they will not in re a 
ty to them to requi 
Refolved, That the ſaid Commits do teport whatever ſhall 
vdevt to chem on the ſobjets recommended to their inveſtigation, 
to the next General — 
12. Refolved, That the ommittee do meet on Wedneſday the 
"28th inſtant, at ſeven o'clock in the evening, at this Houſe. 

13. Reſolved, That a General Meeting © "the Friends to a Par- 
1 Reform be held at this on Wedneſday the 19th 
'of May, at ſeven. o'clock in the evening, to delibetate on the moſt 
mode of obtaining that great end. 

4. Reſolved, That the thanks bf this Meeting be given to the 
t Hon Henry Flood, M. P. fot his ſervices to the Public it 

Pg their attention to the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, 
-0 efolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be given to 
Capel Loft, Ech for the very aQtive part he bas |" this 


A ee That the thanks of this Meeting be given to th 
-* 17. Reſolved, That theſe Reſolutions be printed in the Pablic 


| JOHN INGRAM LOCKHART, 
6g Chairman. 
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Reſolutions e « Geneval Mectin of thi Friends ty c Parliad 
mentary Reform, bild at tha nd Hnther Tavern in 


the Strond, on Wedneſday, the 1th of May, nm” 


CAPEL LOFFT, — in che Chah. 


KSOLVED N a Reſtoration of te 
of adequate Re preſentation to the Peoply is the beſt 
lation which can be giver - for the — —— _ 
now bear, as well as thoſe additional ones, 
be ſoon impoſed upon ran and which 4 
Mache 0 Ea. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, 
282 the tnemics'of Reforin, on ide late 
2 — —— F 
18 uil cious to attem 
for the — n Ri > 1 
42 olved onanicedally, Th at we are in conſidering abs 


jections to the 1 ſeaſon for 
the remedy of | aaa ry 
1 councal un intereſted op- 


—— to the meaſure iiſelf. 

3 L De 
to 

| F ſerve to — 

ounty of gde had gs — 


man out . ipuoman 0p or (i 


Na for) = yp 


tious advocates of Parlia 
ought to ſtimulate the act 


means but their own wok nb 
iy ere unamoaſly, Thar Friends of « Parliamentary Re- 
form, confirmed in their reſolution of thoſe event that wn 


fnce their laſt General Meeting, wil ſtrenuouſly proceed towards 
the attainment of their object. 


Reſolved, That an tiny General — — 


within eight garner the . of Parliament 
ſhall happen. 
| Reſolved, That the Rofoltons of this Menting ts pr 
the Public Papers. | RY 
Reſolved. The te that of ti en to gin, 
. Eat) n _ CAPEL torre. 
- $i yr y lege * nn. 
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BFaper III. 


. the Conflitutional Saciaty 
ti 6.4 Nee the Society onthe. 7 2 


bor \ Conllitutiooal Information, vigilant to b. 

= vent the dangerous Inſlyence of Publications detrimental to 
rs Religious Liberty, think it may be uſeful to the Public 
eſs their diſapprabation of the indecent virulence with which 

K. Burke has, wich deplorable inconſiſtency: to hit 
mer profeſſions, cenſured the i Patriots of & neigh- 

ing Kingdom, for delivering more than twenty -five- millions 
Oy na ele from a ſtate of abject oppreſſion, -and 


| "We 2 — 5 xpreſſible ſatixfaRtion i tolating 2 
Noon, 27 7 Roiutation of — wa Libel: en ares 


nd again recommend to the attentive 
by 4 Mr, Thomas Raine: 
at the applauſe conferred on that glorious event by liberal 
aud di — men, Mr. Bere, deſenting the principles of ge- 
nine. 


of every 
15 the excellent Vindication of ide French olations writs 

iſm, has with cha geal ol an apoſtate, honoured ths, 

_ other ocieties of a fimilar nature, with his ſarcaſtic: cenſures, 
(oc of eee h the —— of- gee Integrity, we dread not 
and deliberate tion. 

8 or Tool of Faction, 
ill, lives: an honour to his country. 
jates, whoſe names will be revered 
ei b Political 
and, from t e rangour of ap opponent fedlyan 
4 — rn that we bat e not done 
i That we are not uofticodhy to the real Conſtitu- 
this Country, a reſerence to our Publications wild clearly de- 

It is our advetſaries who. ſupport Innovations, and 

Se weiaphy fieal. ideas of Government: We. contend 
1 ſuitable to the importance of the: ſubject, ſor tho Ro- 
Wal of Norms appro vet. by-experiengc, and i derived from prin- 
12 7 the moſt ſimple and anẽ,jꝭQBu. It was never in our contem- 


n to deſizoy an Brench of iflature;; not to extend a 

om the manifeſt —— of that Parr ef it-which ä 
r at large have an vodoulited to create. If this be 
We ate at iſſas with ouncheautet. Let him. —.— — 
8. who now act in the moſt i important concerns as the org 


D ee NE — 
© chat an ef ration confrgion . 
„p n (hat the E en of 8 1 
bent Lowe of 8; aine's to which port — 2 
y have 3 as the ſecond part, and Mr. Paine's other 
writings print in Fogland were publiſhed fulequettly to the cate e ehis 


— 


-, (Hw\ 
we Commons af & beat Britain : or, that agents ſimitede# eue 
— tor three years, and nο more, mighe withour in.” 
their truſt, extend it to ſeven and we will conſefs! 
2 — But while we conceiverheſe to be enorme de- 
viations tom a ———— and feel the unneceſſary and 
oppreſſi ve impoſitions of a narrow Ariſtoeracy, we will perſevere" 
in reminding our Country of its — - The under- 
ſtanding of every candid- man maſt revolt to hear encomiuiriys' on 
the Conftitotion while theſe? aboſes axe unredreſſed'; and it is cer. 
tain, that on tho firſt gecafion”! 2 — into ion the'Pablic! 
Spirit of an-enli; P n if not recti ſed, pro- 
voke 'a moſt} x 2 ww, — Senlible of - this, nd 
zealous to preſerve all reaſonable. Tobordination, we ardently rey 
commend to thoſe who are moſt intereſted in its con 
a-virtuous and voluntary ſurrender of 72 20 
thority that is' now exereiſed undet᷑ the ab od yo 
ſeriptive Right to act unju oy. We reſſect with — ſatis 
on no other mode of Red chan what'che — of 
the Conſtitution may — But if great etamples of Public 
Spirit have any influence, and compariſons can . wiſe — 
we think we may diſcern that à period is 
Juſtice will be demanded in a tone too peremptory — — neg 
, and which yet it will be monifying to gratify, _ The 
uit, however, of this Society, is limited to the attainment of ack 
a Repreſentation of the People in Pazliament as may reaſonably 
authoriſe the Executive ne Magee to exact à ſtrict * — Ay 
the Law from.every Cit wel and until this o 
neither the menaces of the Engines of Deſporifis 
tional Documents of 2 perverted Undetſtanding, "will — os 
from announcing to the People of Great Britain the injury * 
ſuſtain} by being deprived of "the | Exertife of their 


Relive ORR 
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a bo ane mol HI 
relation ye 4 1 Rev. C. leib « Public Min 
Ing, held at Hates, in tht North. Riding of Tarkftire,” ou 

Abe 24th. of 1, 1 M4 92% but not accepted by the Meng, 

E. che under written Freeholdens,/ Inhabitants. of Hawes, 

ror are, Cope —— the Diſtrict of Hang Weſt afore- 

ating hrs piei-of diſaffetion to our happy Cdn- 
with . — deſtvncti vr to property and all 

i orders — been manifeſted by divers deluded in- 

dividuals in this Country, do therefore declare our yattzach- 

ment to che principles our Conſtitution, by whictu the Govern 


ment: ol thi Beda i cles la ge King, Lanta, and Common; 
* 2: 214 


—— 


( 


eur firw revolution to refit; by our united 'exertians in every 


watrantuble way, any attack which may be made upon property in 


_ this neighbourhood ; and to defend the Conſtitution, and ſupport 


the laws of the Country againſt every attempt of infatuated indivi- 
duals to overturn them — under any pretence of eſfecting 
a redreſs of grievances, or changing our — Form of Govern- 
ment by King, Lords and Com But at the ſame time we think _ 
N our duty to the Public, ourſelves, and our poſterity, to 
declare, that in our judgment divers great abuſes reſpecting the Re- 
pꝛeſentation of the Þ in Farkament do exiſt, and ought to be re- 
moved ; and alſo that a heavy load of taxes does ſtill bear hard upon 
the People, more eſpecially on perſons of poor circumſtances in this 
Kirgdow : and we humbly hope that the wiſdom and juſtice 
Parliament will proceed as faſt as the uuavpidable exigencies of t 
State will permit, to diminiſh that heavy burthen of — and in 
the courſe of this Seſſion, (if it be poſſible) will alſo correct mo- 
derately, but effectually thoſe dangerous abuſes of Parliamentary 
akon z and we the more readily. expreſs theſe hopes, be- 


Rep 
cauſe we are well convinced that ſuch timely conceſſions of 


dence 2 would produce happy effects in this Country, i 


and re-eſtabliſh general harmony and content. 


22 = os —_ i 
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Piition from the Inhahitants of Middlcham, &c. preſented 


to Parliament in 1792. 


Taths Honourable the Grnmons of Great Britain, in 
Parliament ofſembled : R 


E, Inhabitants of the Market - Towns of Middleham, Ley- 
burn, Hawes, and Aſcrigg, in the North-Riding of 
County of York; and Freeholders of — Dittricts in —, 
tive neighhonrhoods, underſtandi an application oon 
de made again to yout Honourable Houſe for the ſuppreſſion of 
the Slave Trade, deſirè to expreſs cur hearty approbation of fo 
benevolent a deſign And we are perſuaded, that in reprobating 
with juſt indignation a traffic carried on in violation of eyery. 
inciple of humanity and juſtice, as well as of the pregepts of the 
Rhriſtan religion, we act in conformity with our duty, as men 
who claim the liberty we enjoy, not as a cafual and precarious ad- 
vantage which we owe to the bounty of men, but as a bleſſing to 
which we and our African brethren have an equa] and — 


_ able right, as @ gift which Providence intends for all mankind, 


If the Conſtitution under which we live bas carefully provided 
for the happineſs, by ſecuring the Freedom of the meaneſi Subject. 
which in many ieſpects we acknowledge with heart-felt ſatisſac - 
tion, we truſt. that the Legiſlatute will ceaſe to ſupport a trade 
replete with miſery and oppreflion;;; that it will readuy extend ita 


* af N 62 5 
protection to the moſt injured of our fellow-ctentures, and abolith 


a commerce ſupported only by violence and rapine, and which, by 
encquraging treachery, by exciting war, and forcing into flavery 


multitudes of the inhabitants of „ deſolates a moſt extenſive 
and fertile cor, t. 8 res 
Thus ſhall this againſt himanity de no longer the dif- 


race of our national character, and the reprdach of our Chriſtian 
rofeſſion; thus ſhall Peace be reffored to that àflicted Land, and 
22 r N -l enable us 5 into it 
comforts of ſocial life, and the advantages of True Religion. 
And your Petitionets & ſhall ever pray. rte 5120 


" „ 4 
* 
* 


2 Draves by the Rev, e. dus and ds him accepted by the Petitioners 
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1 ey Paper VI. T v9 d; 
| Declaration of Loyalty by the Inhabitants of Sheffield. 
60 | - Sury#1xL0, 318 Dec, 4798; 
Tua very numerous and teſpectable Meeting of the Inhabi- 
une u the town and neighbourhood of e held this | 
at the Cotlere Hall; in purſuance of public advertiſements, 
to coalider of the mode of declaring their firm and inviolable at- 


tachment to the excellent Form of Government by King, Lords, 
and Commons, under which they have the peculiar happineſs to 


live, ; 
The Rev. JAMES WILKINSON in the Chair, 


The following Declaration and Reſolutions were unanimouſly 
| derded ti: +2 ' 
WE, the undetfigned, Inhabitants of thb ton and neighbour. 
hood of Sheffield, in the County of York, think it a duty 
incumbent upon us at this time of na alarm, . to de- 
elate that we DR a yen hg of the — =— - of the 
rranquili peaceable now n this town; - 
and we 5 4 reſolved on our parts td uſe oor bal endeavours to 
maintain the ſaine by the conſtant tenont of our own conduct and 
example ; and we will give the moſt ftrenuous and effectual aſſiſtance 
in our power to the Civil Government add Magiftracy in oppoſing, 
repelling, and ſuppreſſing all riots and violent tumultuous outrages 

and diſturbances in bresch of the public 
And we hereby freely and ſincerely — an declare our moſt 
faithful; loyal. and inviolable attachment to his Majeſty's perſon 
and Government, and our determined reſolution, with our moſt 
zealous and vigilant exertions to defend, ſupport, and ve the 
moſt excellent Conſtitution of this Kingdom, ſettled and eſtabliſhed 
on the principles aſſerted and confirmed at the glorious and happy 
Revolution in 1688, adapted by the AR of Settlement and 
| 224 ſubſequent 
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29 
Sener jmprovemen to the exigencies of ſute times. 
wa. calculated for e exige towat — under 
1 care, of the Legiſlature, in w 22 wiſdom we 


fot taking ſuch 8 and 8 providing ſuch 
ws as are requiſite for the preſetit ſtare of the. Kingdom, corre- 


ſpondent to the reaſonable deſites and the real ſenſe * the nation - - 


at 2255 5 e uate to the ſecurity of the perſons and property, 
the libs x, mo kappinels of be. 9 5 the ſtability of the 


1 1 That the above Declarati and 1 
0 as conveyi the vnanimous' oft 15 Meeting, 

fairly written on ker Lon and be left at 35 "Cutler? Hall every 
day till the 1 51h of Januaty nent, Son dren antenna, ws 


receive the ſignatures of all 11 * 4 — rove the ſame. 
Reſolved, _ I hat N in the Sheffield 
News- Papen, and ſuch of the = = Provincial Papers as 


the Chairman ſhall think p ee and Jn 3900 copies be printed 


for the purpoſes of general. did 

1 hte WILKINSON, 
My * % t ide v Obairman. 
The Chairman having left the Chair, 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Meeting be 

given to the Chairman en ow many, and impartial pon- 

eee 20 

Jongadtinovbs git is 2 - JOHN BROOKFIELD, 
Sdefo Nu and i i Seeretary. 

251 8001 1,61 mSv0 1 0921 


Declaration of Logalty, e. brepared, "but not mod by 


Samuel Shore, EV; te the ceting at ae on the 14 
4 December, 1792. | 
E, the do, at this 
moment of benen: and alarm, declare that we are 
bncerely attached to. the Conſtitutional Government of our 
Country, and are fully ſenſible of the many bleſſings and unexam- 
led proſperity which it bas long diſpenſed to the Inhabitants of theſe * 
— We do further declate out determination firmly to ſup- 
to the utmoſt of out power, the Engliſh Conſtitution under 
— 13 of » Lords, and Commons, by the ſpirit and priu- 
ciples of which t e Glorious Revalution-in 1658 was effected. and 
the preſent Royal Family called to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms 
for the protection of Freedom; and we truſt that this ilfuſtrious 
Houſe will continue to be the ſupporters of Liberty, is one branch 
of the Legiſlatare, and as the Head of the executive power of the 
Country, to the lateſt period of time. 
It is with particular ſatisfaction we contemplate that principle 
of our Conſtitution, by the ma of which many valuable im- 
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(in) 
vements have been dees without and 
e det pre our 2 wiſhes, A AG eee 


ovatin nciple ma ai ceably exerciſed 'for rhe 
15 4080 ol 1 72 an cee AR eform' in the Repreſenta- 
tion of the People, from which ſalutaty weslütes, every branch 
ot the Cobſtitution would derive additional” feturiry ; 3 
beats and diſcontents now  pervade the public mind, would be 
ciliated and extinguiſhed,” and the juſt i dees and ned) 
the People be Arcogtheped and extended. On this — we 
cannot mit to mention that great Bulwark of the Liberties of Bri- 
tons, the Freedom of the Ag which bavin betn' confirmed: 
a late ſtatute, we ate reſolved to maintain in fs full aud juſt 
tent againſt all Wr under any etext whatever, though 
the ſame time we greatly lament, 1 warmly reprobate every 
warrantable abuſe of this invalpable dlefſing 4 a free 
In the lature N Government of our Country we = TY 
for the continuance of 't loſe ae, of g exper inſular 4 
tion affords, and hee, N ths 


1 ſhall not be Up cred the enjo x of N . 
floutiſhing ſtars of our Commerce, in 5 wi 
any 250 power, in Jeompelled to 10 U 


juſtice, and by inevitable Feteſlity. 
„Ae thus ory, our real » One oy 


ments, we conclude by declarivg with honeft zeal, our 1 ab- 
hortence of all nots and tumu 7 of 7, A h to the 2 or 
property of any of our fellow and chat we are 

to unire cordially ma each NT to prevent and reſiſt breaches of 
the rn: well as in givin the moſt alert and « ided affiſt- 
ance to the C Tivil TORR FA execution if his office, 


Pagir vut, 
Addreſs and Reſolutions agreed to by the Friends of the Puple 


' FateM azons? Tavern, Wedaeſday, geb April. 1794. 


At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Sccicty of the 

Friends of the People, aſſeciated for the Purpoſe of obtain- 
ing @ Parliamentary Reform, held this Day, the following 
40 and Reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to- 
HE Society of the Friends of the People, aſſociated | 

| the purpoſe of 2 a Reform in arliament, a | 
to the Public on behalf of their Principles, thetr Mode nd 

theic ConduR. 


« Of their Princi a ole wnowal was Wd ain 
firſt ĩ aſtitution of 1 and the ation wp 7 
dien of Ml th all their proceedings, « Of 


mon declared to be the 
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Os their Motiyes, an equally public declaration was given; 
namely, That they were anxious by a timely and wholeſome Reform 
to avert from their Country the calamities inſeparable from ſuch 
aonvulſions as ariſe when abuſes are ſuffered to gather and accy- 
mulate, till the diſcontent of the People is converted into deſpair, 
Acting upon ſuch principles, and guided by ſuch views, the 
2 requeſt the e anention to the line ol conduct purſued 

them. 


„ They ert drew up a Report upon the State of the Repre- 
ſentation, and therein detailed at large the vature. and effects of 


the principal abuſes, the ſources from which they flowed, end 


the dangerous ſyſtem of private patronage in the Elections of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, to which they gave bit., 

« Ihe next act of the Society was to . the ſubſtance of 
this Report into a Petition to the Houſe of Commons; and in this 
they not only recapitulated the detail of abuſes, but that the Enemies 
to Parliamentary Reform might nat have a ſubterfuge to reſort to, 
ered evidence /of the truth of every fatt they aſſerted. 
Had not the fact been recorded on the PROS of Parliament, the 
Society could ſcarce have hoped to obtain credit when they an- 
nounced, that, after two days deliberation, the Houſe refuſed to 

int a Committee to take the Petition into conſideration. _, 

« If the Houſe of Commons are ih truth that Repreſentative 
Body, which the Conſtitution deſigns by «© The Commons of 
« Great Britain ih Parliament afſembled,” the Petitioners have 

eſented, and the Society have publiſhed the moſt daring Libel 
Pat ever was penned : Why were they not proſecuted ? If the pe- 
titioners only ſpoke wholeſome Truths, and detected ſcandalous 
Violations of the acknowledged Privileges of the People, why 
were they not heard ? 

Let what will have been the motives of the Houſe of Commons 
for the conduct they purſued, there is, however, unfortunately no 
reaſon to preſume that they have, as yet, ceaſed to operate, and 
conſequently the Society have no indbcement again to apply to 
Parliament. To queſtion the confiftency and fincerity of the 
Houſe, would, perhaps, on any occaſion be indecorous ; but, on 


the ſubje& of Parliamentary Reform, it would be even abſurd, 


The ſituation of the Honourable Members being the ſame, it is 
not reaſonably to bapreſumed that their ſenſe of the advantages an- 
nexed to it will have changed; and their votes are much too in- - 
timately blended with their intereſts, to adinit a doubt that they 
are ſincere. | 

« Under theſe circumſtances, the Society determine for the 


preſent not to renew their Petition; but, tho? they will not ad- 


dreſs the Houſe of Commons, they earneſſly appeal to the good 
ſenſe, the integrity, and the independent fpirit of the People of 
England.—'To them the Society cheerfully ſubmit their alf con- 
du 


, and from the conſtruction which any Friend to the Conſti- 
tution can put upon it, confidently look for their futhre character. 
They truſt they have in no inſtance been betrayed into intemperate 
warmth; and they are ſure no menaccs will awe them into _ 

nourable 


(a) 


arable ſubmiſſion, Whatever they have ſeen, or heard, or read, 
Rats the firſt period of their ioftitution, has more and more con · 
vinced them, that a ſpeedy Reform in the Repreſentation is ne- 
ceſſary, and itrengthened them in their reſolution to perſevere and 
to proceed, They are con that, the time is not far diſtant, 
when men will be compelled to feel that Liberty and P are 
beſt ſecured under the guardiaaſhip of independeace ; and, that a 
corrupt ſyſtem, under ee it may be concealed, dx 
by whatever abilities it may be ſupported, will be ound to haye 
conſulted' only the gratification and advancement of intereſted. 
dividuals at the expence of the * nenn 
„Whether the preſent time be improper for. the diſcuſſſon 
the genetal queſtion of Parliamentary Reſgta the Society 
not here enquire, For the ſake of the argomens et ha be gran 
But ſurely at a moment when the excellence of the Conftitarior 


ſo 1 55 maintained, that to propoſe amendment is looked 


us ſegitious, its advocates will at leaſt be as ſtrenuous in defence of = 
what they acknowledge to be its eftabliſhed principles, as they. are 
active in ſounding the alarm againſt whatever they chgoſe ta 
ati indovation. If that ſpirit of aa Ty prevails, whit 
igh avthority ſo very confidently announces,” all good” men w 
anxious to remove evety plauſible ground of complaint; 
above all, the Houſe of Commons will be cautious how they tg - 
lerate a violation of the Conftitution, which they, haye themſelves 
| ſpecifically defined and reprobated ; and to, which, by their votes, 
They have called the public attention, "© 
From 0 rag 1701 to the year 1794, the Houſe of Com. 
mons have, at the commencement of every unjformly 
the following reſolution :, “ That it is 4 high. 8 upon 
** the liberties and privileges of the Commons of Great Bricain, 
« for any Lord of Parliamgnt, or any Lord. Liegtegant of any 
% County, to concern themſelves in t Electiops of Members tp 
« ſervefor the Commons in Parliament” “ — 
« In their Petition of laſt year, the Society cqmplained of the 
frequent violation of this excellent reſolution, and brought the 
queſtion before the Houſe of Commons ia theſe words: * Your 
« Petitioners ioform your Honourable Houſe, and are ready to 
«« prove it at your bar, that they have the moſt reaſonable grounds 
do ſuf] err and fifty of your Ho- 
% nourable Members owe their Elections eotirely to the inter- 
«« ference of Peers; and that your Petitioners are prepared to ſhew 
by legal evidence, that forty Peers, in defiance of your reſolu- 
tions, have poſleſſed themſelves of ſo many Burgage Tenures, 
* and obtained ſuch an abſolute and uncontrouled command in 
very many ſmall Boroughs in the Kingdom, as to be enabled 
« by their own poſitive authority to return eighty one of your Ho- 
2 repeat this in the face of the Count 
ce * iety again this in ace Country, 
and they earneſtly — every Friend to the Liberties of England 
to take into their conſideration the conſequences of ſo alarming 
a praQtice, | * c 
| | « Ag 


| (i) 
As far as depends on them, the Society without hefitation 
lead the way to bring the queſtion to iſſue, and, therefore, 


ol ve unanimouſ 


I. „ That the peokile have a right to the pure, genuine, and 


onftitution, faithfully adiwi- 
ni! according to its acknowledged principles. Aer: | 
2. That the Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament a- 

ſembled, have, Gnce the Reign of King William III. uniformly, 

N and annually determined one of thoſe principles to 
iolated w | 


henever a Peer interferes in an EleRion. ' 


vneorrupted energy of the Engliſh 


3. That Peers at this day do interfere in Elections, not op! 
dy the exerciſe of the” influence naturally arifing from high rank 
nd extenſive poſſeſſions, but by imbarkiog large portions of their 
wealth in the purchaſe of Borough Property, notorioully for the 
putpoſe of ſending Members into the Houſe of Commons 
4. © That abvye one fourth of the preſent Houſe of Commons 
bk their Seats to the known ipffuctice and interference of Peers, 
8. That this interference has a tendency to deſtroy thoſe ad- 
og nk are to be derived from preſerving the ſeparate 
Branches of the Legiſlature diſtinct and independent of each other, 
Nobility, inlead of Whit it oof to be ebork upon the King 
Nobility, inſtead at it ought to be—a check u : Ki 
een eds os 
6. „ That the great number of Geritlemen well known. to. 
cbncetned in Beit Speculations, who, by the advice of 
Miniſter, have been created Peers, demands the moſt ſerious conſi- 
deration of every Friend to the Conſtitutio of Great Britain. 
— 4, That the People of this Country ought not be taxed but 
the, conſent of the Repteſentatives choſen by the free ſuffrages 
the Commods df Great Britain; and that a daring inſult is of- 
ered to the Con bation of theſe Realms whepevever a Peer at- 
tetupts to uſutp the Nomination of a Member to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment, , C74 
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4 a Grniral Meeting of the 'Socidty of the Fri of the 
 Puple, affuciated for the Purpiſe of obtaining 4 Parliamen- 

.. tary Reform, held this Day, . 1 


CHARLES, STURT, Ex M. P. in the Chair. 
The following Addreſs to the Praple of Great Britain was 
2 greed ts, and ordered te be publifbed :- 

A $ the ſeaſon approaches when tlie Meetings of this 
are annually diſcontinued till the winter, we think it our 
duty, in the prefent extraordinary conjunRure, to vindicate our 


aft conduct, and to declare the principles upon which we mean 


o proceed, 
\ When we orijfitatly'forined aur Aﬀveiativ, and dee 
ourſelves by the title of * The Friends of the People,” we di 
not mean, (as has been often baſely inſinuated) to divide the in- 
teteſts of our Countrythen, and to ſow the ſeeds of jealouſy ant 
diſcord between the higher and the lower orders of Society, De- 
yoted, on the contraty, to the princi and therefore careful of 
the forms of our invaluable Conftirunon, (for which we appeal to 
ur original Declatation and to all our ſubſequent Publications) 
ve ſought to ſupport every order of the State in equal purity ant 
* ; and to enſure the unĩverſal freedom and happineſs of the 
Nation' by preſervin 2 of ſociety which, in ſome 
mode or other, are inſeparable from civil life Previous to the time 
bf our Aſſocintion, we thought we had obſerved, among conſider. 
able numbets' of the People, a difpofition to condemn, and an car. 
neſt deſire to cotrett thoſe acknowledged abuſes in the uctual Ad- 
miniſtration of our Goretument, which have ariſen from the increa- 
ing influence of the Crown, and the unequal Repreſentation of the 
Commons in Patliament, To theſe cauſes we imputed the efta- 
bliſhment of a ſyſtem, which has loaded us with an enormous debt, 
which has produced the neceſſity of a correſponding revenue, and 
ven birth to à code of ſummary laws, inconvenient to the enjoy- 
ment of private life, and dangerous in their p extenſion 
to the Liberty of the Country—A'Tyſteta to which we owe the fa- 
tal attempt to ſubjugate North-America, and the Revolution which 
finally ſeparated her from Great Britain, an event which we can- 
not but conſider as the real ſource and origin of the calamities of 
the preſent time. We conſidered that that Revolution had produced, 
and was producing the moſt extraordinary changes in the world, 
and had afforded to mankind a firiking confirmation of this great 
vnd inyariable truth, that the eco and ſubmiſſion of a Peop? 
| | © ' 


( aiy ) 


to their Government, ariſing from a ſenſe and experience of the 
bleſſings of liberty and order, are the only real ſecurities of any 

We had oem 8 of the ancient and powerful 
Monarchy of France by the force of opinion, when the People, 
irriiated by a long courſe of Tuffering, were, by the reſolal of 
timely redreſs, driven, at laſt, to extremity and deſpair : We had 
ſeen, and were in the daily.courſe of ſeeing with affliction, the 
dreadful conſequences of a ſudden Revolution, upon whatever 
principles, or from whatever cauſes, We ſought, therefore, (miſ- 
takenly perhaps, but honeſtly and conſcientiouſly) to avert from 
our country, hy ſuch means as appeared to be ſafe and effeQual, 
the calamiries ipſeparable from convulſions. 'At' a moment, 
when a ſpirit of Liberty was ſeeking by untried ways to invent 
Conſtitutions, we invited out countrymen to look back to their 
own; to reſtore and to cheriſh itz eonceiving it to be highly im- 
probable, that the contagion of Revolution could reach this Iſland, 
2s Jong as the true principles and ſecurities of our own genuine 
Government, in ſpirit and in ſubſtance, as well as in its forms, 
ſhould be preſerved to the People, We impute the greater number 
of the publications, which, (% long unnoticed by Government } 
| have at length been proſecuted as libels upon authority, and the 
Meetings of every denomination, which have been held up as dan- 
gerous to its ſanctions, to one cauſe, We believe that theic au- 
thors and ſupporters, in geperak are not unfriendly to the Briti 
Conſlitution, but diſcontented at what they feel to be a manifi 
eparture from its principles ; and we attribute much of that ſpirit, 
by which his Majeſty's Miniſters, profeſs to have been alarmed, to 
their own conduct in reſorting to harſh and coercive meaſures 
inflead of ſhewing s diſpoſition to attend to juſt complaiuts and 
to correct real abuſe. | Ls 

Without vindicating this ſpirit in its exceſſes, ot having pro- 
moted it by our example, we ice no cure for it but by endeavour- 
ing to remove its cauſes. We think, that to charige opinion by 
coercive laws, or to prevent it from ſhewing itſelf, in the end, in 
correſponding conduct, is impoſſible ; and we are therefore con- 
— 4 that while Parliament, continues unreformed, and deter- 
mined, at all hazards, to reſiſt every Petition for Reformation, 
an a'ienation of affetion from. Parhament itſelf, and from the 
Magiſtracies of the Country, will ſpread and increaſe among the 
people; and that, though the Engliſh Goverpment may continue 
by a ſevere exertion of its authority to ſupport its eflabliſhment, 
it can neither render to the People the mild ptotection which is 
due to them, not receive the happy return of "their confidence and 
affection. On the other hand, we believe that a ſubſtantial Re- 
form in the Repraſentation of the People, which, without difturb- 
ing the forms of legiſlation, might ſecure the peaceful removal of 
abuſes, would, at this calamitous moment, diffuſe a ſpirit of af- 
ſection and zeal througbout the country for . its Government; 
adminiſter in the practical enjoyment of its various advantages, 
the moſt powerful antidote to innovation, and exhibit a ftrikin 

A, coat 


tx) 


contraſt to the anarchy which prevails ig France. This vas ths | 
de 


. of our Aſſocistion- We wiſhed, and we fill wiſh to 
People of England aſſembled by affection and contord round 
the ſtandard of their own Conltiturion, inſtead of being ſeduced 
by artifice, or impelled by terror, to become at once the blind 
inſtruments and the victim of thoſe whole intereſt-ir"may be to 
promote internal difſention, and to render Liberty itſelf unpopular 
to Engliſhmen, by railing the gHmes or errors of a mighty 
nation, over which they have no juhiſdiction, and whoſe dangerous 
enmity they wantotiy. aud \ fooliſhly pre at the riſk of the 
"Heb ws 18 ee Wh iiginally produced, and whieh 
Such were che ions 'otigir d. and whi 
determine us to con or Ak 

ourſelves by the title of The Friends of the People,” we meant, 
and fil} mean, the People in ite ampleſt; happieſt, and-malt har- 
monious ſenſe, confidering a Nation in all its various claſſes, di- 
ſtinguiſhed in their order, but united and i parable in their mu- 
tual intereſts and relations, as conſtitoring A PLEE- - <4 
 Unforturately; as we think; for this Country, (for we deſpiſe 
the calumuy we have per/onk/ly ſuffered) this Afſociation found no 
credit with his Maly Minifters,” nor of courſe with the hum- 
bers whom they can influence, either ſor theſe intenrions, or the 
conſequences we looked to from our Inſtitution. A fyſttm, in- 
deed, the reverſe of ours, has been purſned—a ſyſtem; on which, 


as far as it has been recognized by Law, we make no other remarks 


than ſuch as we hare the authority of Government irfelf for 1nak- 
ing, viz. That danger to authority has not been leſſened ; that 
confidence in, and affeRion for Magiſtrates have not been re-efta- 
bliſhed, but chat, on the contrary; {according at leaſt to thoſe in 
Power) practices of the moſt dangerous tendency have lately been 
purſued with ** increaſed activity and boldneſs ;”, and that the 
Country, inſtead of eontentedly rejoĩcing in the bleſſings of oor 
happy Conftitarion, cannot be kept any longer in ſubjection by 
— ordinary courſe of the Laws; but, that — the — a Ca 

mitous and s war, waged; as it is ſaid, to tre the 
ſorms of . —— we love, from violence aud de- 
ſtruction, the Legiflature has been obliged to diſſolve, or ſuſpend 


for a loog ſeaſon, the moſt eſſential parts of its ſubſtance_and ſe- 


curity. j en 

W. ate ſenfible, that, as 4 voluntary fociety of private men, 
we poſleſs no means of ſerving our Country, but in proportion to 
the Copfidetice which our Countrymen may think due to us. It 
is not, therefore, from oftentation;' not even in juſtice to culam- 


niated integrity, but to give effect to the Public Cauſe, that we 
— — 


thus review our paſt uct in the preſence ot the Public, and 
pledge ourſelves for the ſutute; happy in the refle Aiog, that tho 
attacked and calamniated on the one hand by the enemies to Re. 
form, rted by the authority and infloence of Government, 
and wounded occafionally on the other by the jealouſy of thoſe 
who may have conſidered our reſerve moderation as a proof 
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on. Aud, in diſtinguiſhing 


* L 
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(wi) 
of weakneſs or inſi ocetity, we have yet held one even, firm, uni- 
form, and unabating * a courſe in w ch Ke a are seie 


fo 4 * b. 15 e W * — POP bu 
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Offired by the Rev, C. 41 t riley P Hand 
to the Gonfider ation 1 pony you Friend. the 
— as probable Mans of | Ut 1 between the Socinty 1 
Per (ons. throughout the King dom, who wiſh, to promote, an 
rate principlis, a fubflantial Reformation Parliament, 


| — That it appears defirable'to this Society, 


HAT a competent number of the little v 9 [N 
1 Borougbs in Eaglabd not leſs than the number propoſed 
4225 Pitt in the year 1785, ould be distranchiſed, by 
under the authotity of Parliament, a re 
. Nahe of Repreſentation. 

* That the for wanted for completing the aid pu 
be raiſed; not by any tax or public contributign, e 
of an adequate portion of thoſe Crown Lands, in different parts 
of the kingdom, which may be dermed by Parliament pot to con- 
tribute in the ſmalleſt ct to the accommodation or perſonal 
ſatisfaction of any "urs Royal Family. 

3. That the Right of tation thus abtained, ſhould be 
transferred to certain — the Metropolis, and cettain Counties 
of England and-Wales, — at preſent are inadequately re i 
en in mme thei abe. 


tive 

gn the towns of Sheffield, Birminghaw, Mancheſter, and 
„ ſhould be repreſented, each by two Members. 

5. That the fix Counties in Scotland, at preſent ſubject to alter · 

nate non. repreſentation, ſhould be freed from that diſgraceful ex- 
on, by the addigion of three Members ; and that the Cities of 

Elinbutel, Glaſgow, and Aberdeen, front be repreſented each 

by two Members. 

6. That in addition to the various deſcriptions of perſons jn : 
Great Britain, at —— entitled to vote in Parliamentary Elee- 
1 Ceprbolders e of, For ＋ yearly, and Houſeholder who 

Taxes, allowed to vote. 

= That in all conteſted Parliamentary Kleftions, the poll 
ſhould be taken 1n one or more yoann in each pariſh, within the 
place or diſtrict ſor which the may be hed; and in all 
General Elections, on the ſame day throu ughow Great Britain ; and 
alſo, that regulations ſhould be eftabli by which Bribery, 
Expence, md A would be more "GEN 1 
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3. That wages ſhould be paid-to Members of Parliament, not 
as in ancient times, by the, County, City, or Town by which 
they have been elected, but but of the revenue of the Public; for 
the general intereſt of which the Coaſtiution incead, den 
ſerve. 

9. That when mean; bove hs thus * 'for re raining u- 
dus Influence, Ex ave and Tumult at Elidtions, the Septennial Bill 
ſhould be repealed, and the Duration of Parliaments ſhould be 
reduced, as hetetefore, tb a term not Excreding one year. 

Reſolved, That this Sotitty,” approving each of theſe 
tions ſe arately, would highly approve-the joint eſtabliſhment of 
then all by Act of Parliament; and would accept the ſame with 
the moſt unfeigned gratitude, .as 3 jut, moderate, and 
Reformation a al ment.“ 
| | C WEVILLL | 
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_ LoxpoN, Nov. 29, 1794 
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10. HAT chen the tegulations ſtated in my nine 
N. articles ſhall have been carried into effec, — 
ant to the ſuggeſtion of Mr. Pitt in 1785, for 
— the — for of the Right of R tation 
ſuch of the remaining Boroughs as b — — 
be hereafter found — to — o inhabited houſes, and for 
transfering their furrendered Ri ight he of 9 0 meer 1 to ſuch Places 
or Diſtricts as may be intithed from their ſuperior population to re- 
ceive an augmentation of Members, in order that thus our ſyftem 
of Repreſentation may be ſecured from any freſh accumulation of 
abuſes, and by gradual melioration in ſucceeding ages, . ulti- 
mately attain its higheſt point — Perfection. 2 


* Tranſmittedito arge ate et, d- gl 1796 ad 
Saab ee, lab r 
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Paper XII. 
ws DECLARATION | 
Of the Principles and Plan of Parliamentary Rt Fee 
commended by the Society of the Friends of the People, | 


— 


2 00” Faremazons' Tavenn, 30% May, 1795. 
At a General Meeting of the Saciety of the Frimds of the 
People, — 2 Purpoſe of obtaining a Parlia- 
mentary Kef this Day, © 
WILLIAM SMITH, Eſq; M. P. in the Chair, 
HE Society having duly conſidered the Principles and 
of Paeliamentary Radorm contained In the following dalls= 


Reſolved, That — LT 7» 
= dar peri 3 
At i we to our ings, we 
ſaw this Country dot only involved in the — — 
from a rvinous unſucceſsful war, but expoſed, as many of us 
thought, to a dire and imminent danger. In ſuch circumſtances, 
it was our duty to confider, whether the efforts of this Society, 
in ſupport of the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, which in more 
favourable times and circumſtances failed of ſucceſs, were 
likely to be attended width bettet effect, or even to be received 
with tion; whether, in fact, we might not be inſtrumental 
In exciting diſcontent and promoting diviſions among the People, 
in the face of an Enemy, whoſe ſucceſſes on the Continent at that 
juncture had rendered him more formidable than ever; and whe- 
ther, in prudence, we ought to take any ſtep, by which we might 
incur the ſuſpicion, ſo eaſy to be converted into accuſation, of 
taking advantage of the public — to weaken the hands of 
Government, whey the united ſtrength of the kingdom might be 
·— — To theſe —— —— as 
as a to catry any colour of reality, or to be ca- 
of fi ing a pretence to diſcredit, the character of this 
iety. In the immediate ſituation of the Country, or in the 
i — — we fee not hi 
that to prevegt us reſuming our proceedings, 
finiſhing the taſk we ve undertaken. £79 ” | 
I be abuſe and grievance of the actual Repreſentation of the 
Commons in Parliament have been fully and repeatedly ſtated to 
the Nation, and ditectly to the Houſe of Commons, ' The facts 
are undiſputed, the grievance is undervalued, and the abuſe is de- 
fended. That we may not, however, leave any part of eur duty 
_ unperformed, we ſhall now ftate, in one view, in as narrow a 
_ -compaſs as the ſubject will admit of, our a our principles, 
and the remedial meaſures we recommend. Concerning the firſt, 
there will probably be no difference of opinion among any who 
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think a Reform neceffary, - The ſecond we ſhall endeavour briefly 
to explain and enforce. On the third, we folicit afliſtance, and are 
open to correction. XK: | 
Our object is to obtain and ſecure to the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, a real Repreſentation in Parliament, freely choſen by them- 
ſelves, independent of the Nobility and of the Crown, and amenable 
at ſhort intervals to the judgment of their Conſtituenti. If it were 
ble to obtain and ſecere this object, by any means, in which 
the intereſts and powers, at preſent in poſſtſion of the Eleftions 
were likely to concur, and if it belonged to / to arbitrate be- 
tween the right of the Commons at large, and the perſonal claims 
of purchaſe, poſſeſſion, or preſcription, we might be content to 
ield to meaſures of accommodation, and endeavoar to compound, 
in the firſt inftance, with the actual occupants of the common pro- 
perty, on reaſonable terms of conceſſion. ' But, fince it is evi- 
dently impractieable at once to fatisfy the intereſt and to remove 
the abuſe, ob on — wafte oor thoughts — ting to recon- 
cile contraditions, but proceed to deliver tive principles 
on which ho bad ones —— in view, withon = 
dering any ties e which belong to the operation 

iutelf and leave the compenſations, which may be claimed by in- 
dividuah, to be conſidered by the prudence, and meaſured by the 
equity of a future independent Houſe of Commons. | 
Firſt, then, we conceive it to be indiſputable, that in every 
_— in which induſtry is meant to be encouraged, and the 
acquiſition of pr <A ns that is as well entitled 
to protection the A equally — | 
the inftitutions of the Government, as the liberty or life of — 
proprietor, We do not ſay chat the objects are of equal impor 


tance, but that they are equally entitled to protection. The me- 
dium we take will be found to anſwer evey rational clatm of 


tection to —＋ as well as of ſecurity to property, For all the 
practical uſes of Repreſentation, the man in the Ki | 

will find himſelf as effectually ted by our plan of Elec 

tion, as if he voted in it himſelf. . The true jntereſts of the Poor 
are intimately connected with the true intereſts of the Wealthy, 
and inſeparable from thoſe of the ranks immediately aboye poverty. 
To fome, we truſt, the acquiſition of the active vote will be a 
ſpur to induſtry, and a reward of conduct; nor can it be fal 

id that any man is excluded, for whom a place is refer 


that there may be no condition of life in which it may not be ac- 

quired, by labour, by induſtry, or by talents. If, in the end, 

, it ſhould furniſh an EleQtion, as we believe it would do, for 

the PRAC ERIE nearly à million and a half of 
2 
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heads of families, enough would be done to guard the rights of 
property on one fide, and to ſatisfy the rational claims of perſonal. 
repreſentatian on the other; and it a conftituent power, ſo formed, 
ſo extended, and ſo limited, be not ſufficient to create a free and 
independent Houſe of Commons, the caſe-is deſperate ; the object 
can never be obtained, | 
Buch is the medium by which we think that all the uſeful and 
effective purpoſes of a Reform in the conſtruction in the Houſe of 
Commons, would be ſufficiently,anſwered. More perſect ſchemes 
or accurate theories may be formed on paper; but the perfection 
of ſuch ſchemes is generally found to fail in praftice. They 
who hope to ſucceed in practical meaſures of general operation, 
muſt yield to circumſtances which they cannot command, muſt 
apply their principles no further than they will go with ſafety, 
and be ſatished with general effects. That final iflue between two | 
contending intereſts, with which neither.of them is thoroughly 
contented, is very likely to be the beſt for them both. At firſt 
fight it looks like bravery to run into extremes; but we are per- 
ſectly ſure that to keep the middle path, and to be ready to en - 
counter the violence of either fide, or of both when they ynite, as 
they very often do, is the ſureſt proof of political courage, as well 
as of prudence. and virtue. If no qualification be required of the 
Elector, for what reaſon, and on what conſiſtent principle ſhould 
it be demanded in the Candidate? If -property be at all a fign of 
independence, or a pledge for conduct, there can be no diſtinc- 
tion, except in the N between the truſt repoſed by the Con- 
Kitution in him who chooſes, and him who is choſen ; they are 
both intreſied with a ſunction and a duty, in the due performance 
of which the community have an intereſt, and a tight to be ſe- 
cured. | You cannot, without a contradiction, demand a qualifi- 
cation in one without requiring it in the other. By not demand- 
ing it from either, that is, by leaving it open to the unqualified 
Elector, to chooſe an unqualified Candidate, it is trye the in- 
conſiſtency would be ſayed; but then the poſſible conſequence 
might be, that a majority of the Houſe of Commons might conſiſt 
of perſons as ignorant, as incapable, and as venal as the loweſt 
and moſt profligate part of the community. Is it a. queſtion to 
be debated among men, whoſe judgment has been formed by re- 
flection, or improved by education, or correQed by experience, 
whether ſuch a Houſe of Commons would be competent to make 
laws for the community, or be fit to be truſted with the power of 
taxation ? | +5 | 
It is undoubtedly defirable, for many,reaſons, that the collective 
body of qualified Electors ſhould. be as numerous as poſſible ;; but 
— > becauſe a great number of. Electors is of itſelf a better 
urity againſt corruption than the ſevereſt laws 9900 bribery, 
by making the individual vote of no yenal value, and hardly worth 
ſolicitation. Ihe ſecurity on the other fide, againſt violence and 
faQjon, depends on the 2 circumſtances, character, and 
ſituation of the voters. To exclude the effect of influence and 


avour 


/ 
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favour on human actions is At ha we bat it may 1 


expected that, when the Elector bas ſomething to give, 
nothing to ſell, his inelinatio and his judgment Eil go together, 
and determine him, in favour of the worthieft Candidate. A Houſe 
of Commons choſen on theſe * os by the combined opera- 
tion of property and e, will be free and independent, if 
any thing can make it ſo. To keep it free, and independent of 
any influence or intereſt, but that of their Conſtituenta, the choice 
of new Repreſentatives muſt frequently” revert to the People. 
This is the foundation of the plan we recommend. To carry 
it into effect, a conſiderable alteration. muſt be made in the pre- 
ſcar diſtribution of the eleftive power. To reach the numbers, 
by whom the power oaght to be exerciſed, it muſt be diſttibuted 
equally and impartially over the whole ſurface of the .- 
Jo obtain that end, the molt certain and the eaſieſt courſe, un- 
doubtedly, would be by a new diviſion of the Country, for the 
ſiagle purpoſe of electing a fair and equal Repreſentation,. and for 
no other, We do not propoſe to change any thing, which can be 
left in its preſent ſhape and ftation, conſiſtently with the accom- 
pliſnment of the main g To us it appears that àa new di- 
viſion is indiſpenſable, and that we ſhould only cheat ourſelyes 
and deceive the Nation, if, for the ſake of a uſcleſs accommodation, 
we yielded to any project or conceſſion in which this condition 
were not included. What we want is a free Houſe of Commons 
and a real Repreſentation. Any meaſure of Reform, which does 
not really give and effetually ſecure that object, is more, than 
unprofitable, and the efforts to obtain it worſe than thrown away. 
For if any couſiderable move in this buſineſs ſhould once be made 
without ſucceſs, is it rational to expe& that the Nation would 
ever be brought to make a ſecond ? The whole meaſure, therefore, 
mult not only be equal to the whole of its purpoſe, but it muſt 
move together, and act at once with all its force, Gradual altera- 
tions, or progreſſive improvements, which ſome men recommend, 
would ucceſſively abſorbed, and fink jnto the ſtanding ſyſ- 
tem. Partial remedies ſerye only to ſoften the # ymptoms and 
to induce a habit of acquieſcence, while they leave the root 
of the evil entire. If an effectual Reform of the Houſe of 
Commons is not to be had a., let us take care not to make it 
paattainable hereafter by any act of agreement or compoſition with 
the miſchief itſelf, or with the intexeſts that ſupport it, Much 
may be expected from the ptogteſs of events in, their preſent 
courſe. Jn better times, the meaſure may be carried by conſent; 
in worſe, by neceſſity.” N nen Hh 
On theſe principles we ſay, . 
.aft, That every houſeholder, in Great Britain, paying paris 
taxes, except Peers, ſhould: have a vote in the Election . one 
Member of Parliament. e 
+ The ſpecies of property, which conſtitutes this qualification has 
the advant of being open, oſtenſible, and incapable of being 
diſputed. K indie A real. reſidence, and implies a Wer 
b | 3 | ante 
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zmtereft in the for which the vote is given, and the Nepre- 
ſentative te He befdes the poſſeſſion of a competent pro- 
perty, of which rhe occupation of a honſe paying taxes is a ſuffi- 
cient preſumprion, a houſeholder has other qualities, which ought 
to recommend him to a favourable diſtinRion, and particularly to 
the cruſt in —_—_— He is neceffvrily the maſter, and pro 
the father of a family. In the firſt character. he has a-perfonat 
eredit and reſpett to maintain; in the ſecond, he has given ho- 
rages to Society. He is the natural guardian and virtual Repre- 
ſentative, not only of his family and ſervants, but of all thoſe who 
depend upon him for ſupport, protection, or employment. Such 
a lation deſerves confidence, and ſhould be made reſpectable, 
that all men may. be prompted and encouraged to rife to tt. The 
relations and duties that belong to it, are antecedent to poſifive 
2 and conſtitute at once the baſis and ſecurity of civil 
ty. ; oh 

If x more eſfectual or a more convenient ſcheme than onf's 
could he contrived to put the perſons, fo qualified, in poſſeſſion 
of their vote, we ſhould" be ready to accede to it. We conſider 
the means only, as they may bt inſure the end. To ar it ap- 
== that fuppoſing the whole pumber of pariſhes in England and 

ales to be 9,913, and the whole number of houſes paying taxes 
to be 1,231,200; this laſt number, divided by the number of per- 
fons to-be choſen, ought to exhibit the number of houſe-keepers 
entitled to return one Member to Parliament, viz. 2,400; that 
then the whole number of pariſhes ſhould alſo be diſtributed into 
513 divifions, each divifion to eonſiſt of ſo. many pariſhes as may 

ther contain the number of houſes required, or nearly fo, 

without regard to fractions, and lie contiguous to one another, 
and, if poffible, round the principal pariſh of the divifion, which 
mould be the centze of the Fleftion, and at which the returns 
from the other pariſhes ſhould be received and made up, and 
the Election declared. By dividing the Country into fingle dif 
twifts, the abſurdity and inconvenience of choofing two perſons, | 
very often of oppoſite principles, to repreſent the ſame place, 
would be avoided. Such agents, inflead of uniting to ferve their 
principals, can only be employed in counteracting each other, if 
they act at all, and finally N their Conſtituents without an ef- 
fective voice in Parliament. Few of thoſe, who now poſſeſs a, 
vote, would be deprived of it by this plan. M it ſhould appear, 
however, that the number of Freeholders and r of 
the yearly value of forty ſhillings, who might not be houſeholders, 
mould be ſufficient to Geferve confideration, there could be no 
objection to the admiſſion of perſons ſo. qualified, to vote in the 
pariſh, and for the diviſion, wink their property lay. The vital 

inciple of the plan is to embrace the greateſt poſſible nuinher of 
_— conſiſtently with # reaſonable and moderate qualifica- 


2d. The Election of the whole Repreſentation” of the Kingdom 
mould be made at the fame hnur, and on the ſame day. | 
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d. The ſame principles and — which ate propoſed 
for England, to be followed in Scotland, and every ſolemnity ob- 
ſerved in the conduct of the klection, in both Kingdoms, which 
can tend to make it grave, ſerious, and reſpectable. 

4th. That wages ſhould be paid to Members ſerving in parlia - 
ment, and not holding offices under the Crown, not by the par- 
ticular diviſion for which they are elected, but out of the reven 
of the Public, for the intereſt of which the Conſtitation 
intends — vo 4 Fe BAT * 

th. Suppoſing all the preceding mea to be adopted, and 
. e we then are of opinion, that a General Election for 
the whole Kingdom might be conducted without tumult or ex- 
pence, and completed in a few hours; that every ſait and honeſt 
objection to ſhortening the Durati n of Parliaments would be ge- 
moved, and that in future the Elections might be triennial, bien- 
nial, ot even annual, as they were in former times; Members of 
Parliament, who acted faithſully, would generally be te- choſen; 
but it is neither ſaſe nor conſtitutional to leave any Repreſentati ve 
very long out of the reach of his Conſtituents, 

— — 4 
the detail ary acta and prori i ng to the 
execution of the plan, and would be neceſſary to — full 
elfe d of it. But we have fuſfigiently conſidered the fubjeR in all 
parts to be able to affirm, not that, in the courſe of ſo great an 
operation, there ate no difficulties to be encountered, or no in- 
conveniences to be incurred, but that either they are not of a na- 
ture to be regarded in compariſon with the object, or that they 
* be eafily removed by ſkill and contrivance, | 

he only iaterial doubt which this diſtribution of the elective 
power ſuggeſts, is whether, in favout of the leſs populous parts 
of the Kingdom, it might not be neceſſary or advi to make 
a diſtin tion between thoſe parts and ſome of the great cities and 
popula towns ; that is, whether, in the latter, the choice of 
each Member ſhould not require a greater number of Electors than 
in the former - If this, after due confiderxtion, ſhould be th 
a ſerious difficulty, we have no doubt that meaſures may be found 
to qualify or remove it. When once the individual vote is made 
to be of no ſaleable value whatever, as by the operation of this 
plan it muſt be, other difficulties will vaniſh or ſubſide, becauſe 
ng other intereſt or value, attached to the vote, will be much in- 
ſiſted on, 8 2 

After long dehbetation, we have fixed on a ſpecific plan, and 
declared it without, reſerve. We alk the Friends of Reform in 
general, whether it be poſſible to create and ſecure u free and in- 
dependent Houſe of Commons by any meaſure leſs vigorous, or 
by any operation leſs extegfive chan that which we propoſe ? There 
is no ceconomy. in ſtinting the expence, if the object is not to be 

iſhed without it; — the remedy complete that does 
— n wy 
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Without a general concurrence of the Country, we kndw. how 
vain it is to oppoſe the honeſt zeal of a few individuals to the 
active intereſts, powers, and combinations, by which every at- 
tempt to reinſtate the People in the poſſeſſion of their Conſtitution 
has been and will be reſiſted. We cannot ſerve the Nation wich- 
out their active approbation. But events may come in aid of ar- 
zument, and create an opportunity, for which we ought to be 
prepared, It is not poſſible that the period can be very remote, 
when the diſtreſſes heaped on the ſurviving induſtry and periſhing 
reſources of the Country; when the inſatiable demands of Dorn: 
ment, not only exhauſting the returos;' but invading the 
fources of production; when the inſupportable accumulation of 
debrs and taxes, and the direct calamities of the war will have 
taught the people of Great Britain this ſalutary leſſon, — with 
a Houſe of Commons reformed as it ought to be, ſach miſchiefs 
might have been avoided, and may be prevented hereafter. 


In name, and by order of the Society. M 
þ (Signed) WILLIAM SMITH, 
5 0 Chairman. 
= — . 
Paper XIII. with £ 


Adareſi to the King, and Petition to the Houſe of Conmitng, 
agreed to by the County of Northumberland, on the 25th of 
ovember,1795, with the Reſolutions of the County annexed. 


Addreſs to the KIN G's Moſt Excellent Majeſly, = 


WE your Majeſty's moſt loyal and dutiful Subjects, ap- 
proach your Throne with every ſentiment of affection to- 
wards your Majeſty, to expreſs our deteſtation of the baſe attack 
lately made on your Majeſty's ſacred perſon, But, whilſt we de- 
clare our abhorrence of that atrocious action, we think ourſelves .. 
called upon to ſtate out decided conviction of the ſufficiency of 
the preſent laws' for the ſecurity of your Majeſty's Perſon and 
Government. Under this conviction, we have ſeen, with incx+ 
prong alarm, that the outrage lately offered to your Majeſty has 
n uſed as a for introducing into Pafliament two Bills, 
one of which is entitled An AR for the Safety and Preſervation 
of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government againſt Treaſonable and 
Seditious Practices and Attempts ;”” the other, A Bill for the 
more effectually preventing Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies.“ 
Theſe Bills we conceive to be unneceſſary, the laws already in 
exiſtence having fince the Revolution been found ſufficient in the 
moſt turbulent and critical times: but it is with ſorrow that we ate 
alſo compelled to add, that they are ſo framed; as, if paſſed into 
laws, effectually to deſtroy our ancient and. undoubted Rights, 
and, by violating the * of our invaluable Conſti- 


tution, 


V 


a 
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totion; to tender your Majeſty's Throne leſs ſecure, -its firmeſt 


ſupport being the attachment of a Free and Loyal P 
Coast „ therefore, that theſe Bills are not — to ef. 
fe& the purpoſes their Authors profeſs to have in view, burwhilſt 


| they will inevitably deprive us of thoſe ineſtimable privileges 


which ate our Birth- Right as Britons, and — s expoſe even 
your Majeſty's ſacred Gets , (a poſſibility which we 
cannot look to without the mot lively apprebenſions) we humbly 
pray your Majeſty to exerciſe the r veſted in you by the 
Conſtitution, and to withhold your Royal Aﬀent from theſe Bills, 
ſhould they be preſented to your Majeſty for that purpoſe. | 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in Parlia- 
d. ment afſe | 


THE humble Petition of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Clergys | 
1 Freebolders, and Inbabitants of the County of Northum- 


Sheweth, . l 
; That your Petitioners have learnt. with inc alarm, 
that 4 Bill hath been brought into your honou e Houſe, en- 
titled, An Act for the more effectually preventing Seditious 
Meetings and Aﬀemblies ;” the provifions of which Bill are, in 
the humble apprehenſion of your Petitioners, deſtructive of 
the Conſtitution, and ſubveräve of their ancient, true, and un- 
doubted Right and Liberties. | | 3+ 
| That the Laws of England are the birth-right of the People, 
thereof; that the right of public diſcuſion and petitioning ace you 
Redreſs of Grievances is their inalienable privilege, confirmed to 
them by divers ſtatutes of this realm. 2 
That any attempt to reſtrain the of England in the con- 
ſtitutional exerciſe of this their undoubted franchiſe, has a ten- 
dengy to overthrow the fundamental laws of the kingdom, and ta 
alienate the affections of the People from the eſtabliſhed Govern= 
ment, Ik A 
That your Petitioners, on the patt of the of — — 
vlemnly diſowning the charge of difoyalty which this Bill im- 
putes to them, do humbly repreſent, that in their judgment the 
laws in being are ſufficient, it duly executed, for the preſervation 
of the public peace ; and that, if they were not, it is inconfiflent 
with the juſtice of this honourable Houſe, that, for the tranſgreſ- 
gteſſions of a few, the whole ſhould be disfranthiſed. 
Your Petitioners do therefore humbly pray this 
Houſe that the ſaid Bill may not paſs into a Law. + | 
Your Petitioners oy” 4 further to repreſent to your ho- 
nourable Houſe, that the Bill now — e- in your honourable 
Houſe, entitled ** An AR fomthe ſafety al preſervation of his 
Majeſty's Perſon and Goverriment againſt treaſonable and ſeditious 
ptactices 
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practices and attempts,” hath created. great diſquietude and alarm 


the minds of your Petitioners. 
- "Your Petitioners conceive the ſaid Bill to be unneceſſary, the 
old Laws of this Realm having for centuries paſt been found fully 

unte to all the exigencies of the State; and any occaſional 
deviation from the ſame, by the introduction of * new- fangled 
Treaſons,” baving proyed no leſs dangerous to the Safety of the 
Sovereign, than fatal to the Liberties of the Subject. 

That 'rhe — and ambiguous terms in which the offences 
created by the: {aid Bill. are deſcribed, render the Lives and Li- 
berties of the People of England precarious and infecure ; ſo “ that 
no man will know how he ought to behave himſelf, to do, ſpeak, 
or ſay, for doubt of ſuch pains of Treaſon. 

Your Petitioners do therefore humbly pray this honqurable 
Houſe that the ſaid Bill may not paſs into a Law, and that it may 
be accorded that in no time to come any Treaſon be judged 
otherwiſe than was ordained by the ftatute of King Edward I 

And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 


Reſolutions of the County of Northumberland on the 25th of 
N ö November, 1795. | 


ESOLVED, That the Bill of Rights is an efſential compo- 
nent part of that original contract between King and Peo- 

> zed and confirmed at the æta of the Revolution. 
That the freedom of public diſcuſſion and petitioning for Re- 
dreſs of Grievances is one of the ancient, true, and undoubted 
prikge of the People of England, ratified to them by the Bill of 


ights. ; 

That any attempt direQty or indireQly to reſtrain or curtail the 
freedom of public diſcuſſion and petitioning for Redreſs of 
Grievances, is a violation of the Conſtitution, has a tendency to 
annul the Bill of Rights, and thereby to break the original con- 
tract between King and People. ö | 

That we are tally convinced that the laws now in being are 
equal to the protection of our beloved Sovereign, and that they 
are alſo ſufficient to ſuppreſs or diſperſe any ings which are 
ſeditious and tumultous, Wherefore in proportion as we revere the 
Conſtitution, we; are alarmed at two Bills now depending in 
Parliament, the tendency of which is to prevent a free and public 
diſcuſſion of public meaſures. , | 

Thar in our eſtimation the odious principle of theſe Bills can- 
not be diminiſhed by the operation of them being limited to a 
ſhort duration of time, By admitting the introduction of them 
into the Houſe of Commons, the Repreſentatives of the People 
have implied a diſloyalty and difſaffetion in their -Conttitaents, 
which we indignaatly diſown, and have ated upon an opinion 
which we cannot adapt, and which the experience of more than 

| . a century 


1 2 5 


a century has falzified, viz. that the Safety of the Sovercign. i 
incompatible with the Rights of the People. N 

That this Meeting do entirely approve the Parliamentary con- 
duct of Charles Grey, Fro the independent Repreſentative of 
this County, and particufgrly his preſent] ſtrenuous oppolition to 
the Bills now pending in Parliament, 

That Charles Giey and. Thomas Richard 13 
Repreſentatives. in Parliament for this Cqunty, be. icſtru 
uſe 1 utmoſt exertions to prevent the aforeſaid Bills from be- 
coming a part of the Laws of theſe Rs. 

That the; thanks of this Meeti ven to thoſe Members of 
both Houſes of Parliament Who = and virtuouſiy _ 
poſed theſe on and — aeginees, 


4 ww © = 


. ny.” 
Requifition ts the High Sheriff of the County of York, with bis 
Anſwer and an Advertiſement annexed,” 42 Nev. vg 
1795. 


YORKSHIRE COUNT r MEETING. 


HE Requiſition ied below, geg four of us 
whoſe names are I 


Sheriff at Vork, on —— Mb the lenge 1 and to 
the — Sheriff at Lancaſter, 7 


day laſt, to which he was to ſend — be- 
low the Requiſition, which anſwer was not — ork till 


neat twelve o'clock | on Monday night, . 
[To the ing di ofthe County of York ' 
. | Nevember, 1795- 


WE hb rates ate bhrougedſableribed do geg to call 
a Meeting of the Freeholders of the County — at an 
early day, tb take into conſideration the propriety ting 
an humble and dutiful Addreſs to his Majeſty, b 2 their 
abhorrence of the late outra his Royal n; and at the 
ſame time to declare their ſentiments upon the ſtate of public af- 
fairs, and more eſpecially upon ſome Bills how depending in Par- 
* ws, will, in out opinion, tend 
onſtitution. 


liament, which, I into 
to ſubvert the poo M7 of our n C 
RS. 4 " Th 


(.. 
The Higb Shiriff's Anſwer, addr 54 to Ml . Townend 
eee 


| carry + Saturday. 
5 AX CASTER, Saturday. 


1 Have received your letters this morning, and muſt upon due 
and full conſideration give my moſt ſtrenuous oppoſition and 
negative to ſuch a — 2 as I do not ſee what end it can 

poflibly anſwer. A Meeting of fo large and money a Body 
of Men as the Freeholders of Yorkſhire, who are divided by ſuc 
2 variety of oppoſite opinions and 'views, can only tend to raiſe 
riot and diſcontents. Should the Gentlemen who have f 
their names to the Requiſition think it neceſſary to meet of their 
own accord, I certainly can ſay nothing agaiaſt it. But I cer- 
tainly muſt decline having any hand in the tranſaction. * 
I have the honour to be, Sic, | | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


. | MARK SYKES. 
I am going to leave this Place immediately, but have not as yet 
fixed my plan. 8 


. Therefore, we whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, requeſt the 
'| Freeholders of the County of York to meet at the Caſtle of York, 
| If the High Sheriff will permit the ſame to be uſed for that pur- 
4 , if not, at the Guild- Hall of the City of York, on 
ueſday the ſirſt day of December next, at eleven o'clock in the 
ſorenoon, for the purpoſes ſpecified in the Requiſition to the 


Gaſcoigne C. Wyrvill 
F. Barlow | Samuel Shore 
G. A. Chetwynd StapyJton Samuel Shore, jun. 
John Raper SN [ John Hotbem 
William Carr , John Wharton 
. (Rob. Since Joſeph Walker 
John Milues * Thomas Smith 
| | C. Turner * Thomas Wilſon 
ö Milnes John Yorke 
obo Lumb | Pemberton Milnes - 
| f Richard Lumb, ' , l Bryan W. D. Cooke 
Thomas Lumb Ie Wm. Milner | 
1 William Lee Pi. N. W. Hewett 
j Richard 8. Milnes | James Farrar 
T. Copley Jobn Shore 
Podfrey Wolley - | Thomas Rawſon 
1 Cooke John Rawſon 
10 Wilm Wrightſon | | Johu Baoth 
i = Stephen Croft, Jun. | | 


Henry 
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 Hemy Goodricke | ohn Yarker © + 
uriſtopher Wilſon | ke Yarker , 
William Boſville Geo, Townend 
Thomas Arthiugton Edward Wolley 
John Dixon Conyers Norton 

Sam. Hamer Oates | Jonathan Walker 

Cha. G. Fairfax Joſeph Bilton 
William Smithſon Richard Hobſon 
John _ John Payne 

. Richard Godfrey Higgins 
William Walker B. Grabam ler 
Henry Veirſe Richard Acklom 

| Bates ; 
P aper XV. 


The Addreſs of the Rev. Chrifl Wyvill ty the Worthy 
Freehelders of Yorkſhire, dated November 27, 1795, with 
his Speeches at York on the 1 of December, 1795, Ce. 
_—— ſubmitted by Mr. Wyvill to the Conſideration of 
1 . 


4 f 
| ADVERTISEMENT. 2 2 | 
T the Meeting at York, on the 1ſt of December, 1795, 
A. wc W obſerved, that his Addreſs to the Wass 
recholders. of Yorkſhire, dated November 27, was cenſured 
with much acrimony hy ſome cager ſupporters of the meaſures of 
Adminiſtration. He heard their angry inveQives with unconcern, 
aſcribing them to the heat agd vi of that moment. Soon 
after his return home, he found the attack upon his character and 
conduct continued with increaſing ; rage virulence ; the Ad- 
dreſs repreſented as ſeditious and onable, himſelf threatened 
with proſecution, as a daring criminal, and even a traitor to his 
Country, In times like the preſent, ſuch violence and ſuch in- 
Juſtice ought not to appear larprifing : Under the moſt atrocious 
calumnĩes, the innocent man may ftill preſerve perfect compoſure 
of mind; but it may not be improper for him to guard againſt 
the poſſible effects of ſuch injurious miſrepreſentations. | 
pon this occaſion, however, Mr. Wyvill cannot conceive | 
that any argumentation to demonſtrate the falſchood and futility 
of theſe charges is neceſſary. To thoſe who have heard the ac- 
cuſation, or who have ſeen the reaſoning by which his accuſers 
— ſupport it, be offers no other vindication of his con- 
duct what may be found in the Addreſs of the 295th of No- 
vember, here re-publiſhed, and in the Speeches which are ſub- 
joined to it, and which contain the ſubſtance, as nearly as he can 
recolle& it, of what he ſpoke at the Meeting of the 1ſt of De- 
_ cember. He truſts, that to ſtate what he actually wrote and ſaid, 
will be ſufficient to juſtify him in the judgment of his Country- 
men. It was, and it remains his fincere opinion, that j 
1 ' ; equi 
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itable Peace witch Frante and Holland, and à due execution 
of the laws againſt Sedition, withoutany infringement of our 
ancient rights of free diſcuſſion and free petition to the Legiſla- 
rure, would be the beſt and ſureſt means to leſſen diſcontents, and 
w guard his Majeſty's Perſon and Government againſt every dan- 
ger. In this opinion, worthy, public- ſpirited, and impartial rien 
may not uniformly concur with him: They may continue their 
confidence in a Miniſter whom he diftruſts ; they may. ſubmit 
without a murmur to a violation of the Bill of Rights, againſt 
which he proteſts, as moſt dangerous and unwarrantable ; 
#hey may acquieſce in ſilence under the protraction of a War, 
againſt which he remonſtrates, as moſt unjuſt and ruinous to the 
Country; but he feels no apprehenſion that the Addreſs .and 
Speeches, when read with candour and attention, will be thought 
w furniſh the {lighteſt ground of ſuſpicion, that the author is not 
truly, what he proſeſſes himſelf to be, a well-wiſher to the ha 

yineſs of his feHow-citizens,. a Friend to Order, Peace, and th 

juſt Rights of Property, and a Lover of Rational Liberty, on 
the genuinę principles of the Conſtitution, | | 

| | C.WYVILL, 


BuxToOx-HALL, Dec. 14. 1795. 


N. B. The Petitions to the King and the Houſe of Commons, 
propoſed by Mr. Wyvill to the Meeting at York on the iſt of De- 
cember, ate not annexed to the other Papers; becauſe in York- 
ſhire thoſe Petitions have been generally read, and, it is ſaid, ab 
moſt as generally admitted to be liable to no material objection. 
4 — 


THE ADDRESS, 


To the Worthy Freebalders of Yorkſbire. wm 
= it be merit to endute, with patience, the calamities of a dif- 


! 


aſtrous War, as raſhly undertaken as it has been unwiſely 

conducted; or if it be virtue to ſubmit: with compoſure to the 
Rorrors of a. famine, produced, in a great meaſure; by the waſte 
and deſolation of lioſſilities, in which the greateſt part of Euro 
has been engaged, that merit and that virtue, my worthy friend: 
have been ſufficiently yours. | | 

The ſituation of your Country now demands that other virtues 
be: exerted ; the impending: danger loudly warns: you, that pa- 
vience-and ſubmiſſive compoſure muſt nom be changed to forti- 
wde, public ſpirit, and an aQtive, but well-tempered zeab- for 
Peace, and the preſervation of the Rights and Liberties of the 
Engliſh Nation. 
Fou have ſeen the ſyſtem of a State Inquiſition, n by the 
employment of ſpies and informers, in every corner of the King- 
dom; you have witneſſed the growth of that ſyftem, in its natural 

. conſequences, 
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conſequences, the moſt violent State proſecutiors, and the moſt 
rigorous and unprecedented puniſhments; and you now witneſs the 
ſyflem nearly. arrived at its full maturity, in the Bills depending at 
this moment in Parliament. Already you are apprifed, hae if t 
Bills ſhould paſs into laws, your ancient and indubitable tight to 
| free diſcuſſion, and free petition to the Legiſlatuxe far Redreſs of 
Grievances, will be for ever loſt. | 
3 plain for argument—the danger too urgent for 

To prevent the declaration of your ſenſe on theſe pernicious 
meaſures, the Miniſters hurry theſe hills through Parliament with 
unuſual rapidity ; and in a few days this great County muſt a- 
ſemble, ar the > ginger, to proteſt againit- this violation of the 
fundamental Rig ts of the P of England will be paſled 

Come forth then from your lamm, ye long and induftrions Clo» 
thiers : quit the labour of your fieldi, for one cay; ye Hunt amin 
pendent N m © come forth in the ſpirit of your anceſtors, and ſhow 
yon deſerve to be free. Come forth, not to flatter Courts or compli» 


ment your Liberties away, nor yet to ſanction tumult, or co. 


tenance the deſigna of Levellers and Republicans, but | 
and legally while the laws permit you, with honeſt and prudent 
zeal, to expres to the King the genuine tcuth from your heartss 
to declare your abhorrence and deteſtation of the late baſe and 
unmanly outrage on his Majeſty's perſon, and. your firm autach- 
ment to the Conſtitution, on its genuine principles, and in all its 
branches ; at the ſame to lay Ae the Throne your moſt 
bumble intreaty, ſupplicating his Majeſty that. the fundameatal 
laws of the land ws 4 remain unchanged ; that the. Bills in queſ- 
tion, ſhould they paſs the two Houſes of Parliament, may not re- 
ceive the Royal Aſſent; and that his Majeſty, conſidering. the diſ- 
treſs and danger of the Country, occalioned by the p cala- 
mitous War, may be graciouſly p'caſed to terminate that diſtreſs 
and danger by a ſpeedy Peace. 

Theſe are the meaſures, my. worthy fellow-citizens, which the 
urgent of the Public for; they are meaſures calculated 
to reſtore the bleflings of Peace ; to maintain the Conſtitution on 
its true baſis; to ſecure the rights of the Nation on their ancient 
foundation; and, by preventing the · fatal extremes of Deſpotiſm 
and Anarchy, to. ſecure at once juſt Government, and rational 


If, then, the meaſures alluded to, or any other meaſures of a 
fimilar tendency, ſhould be propoſed to pour conſideration by the 
a—_ of this Meeting, it is humbly hoped they will receive your 
upport. ' "WAP. 

2744 C. WYVILL. 
Yoax, Nov, 27, 1795. _— 
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Mr. WyvilP's Cpeve b on propoſn the Petitions to the Meeting 
at the Guild. Hall, 11, December 1, 1795. 
* has frequently fallen to my lot to addreſs the Freeholders of this 
County on the ſtate of public affairs, and I never did addreſs 
them withot feeling much diffiderice and anxiety ; but I now feel 
greater embarraſſment than I ever felt on atiy ſimilar occaſion, be- 
cauſe I am convinced I never ſtood forward in fo perilous a con- 
junQure, in times ſo big with difficulty and diſtreſs. . The mea- 
ſures I mean to propoſe to this ref] le afſeinbly, I think right 
and neceſſary meaſutes ; and I truſt they will be diſcuſſed without 
heat or animoſity. The French Revolution is an event unprece- 
dented in the annals of mankind ; and many of its concomi- 
tant circumſtances are in their colour and complexion dark and 
horrible. The ſtate of every Country in Europe 1 robably 
be affected by it, in a greater or leſs degree. In this Larry it 
was at an early period the ſource bf diſpute and controverſy : In 
the progreſs of theſe diſputes, difſentions became more and more 
violent; till at laſt they involved us in a war with France, and 
filled this Country with diſcontent and alarm. At ſuch a crifis, it 
behoves us to apply ſome lenient meaſure, ſothe healing remedy to 
the ſore and angry terhper of the times. " 

We are all intereſted tb obtain and preſerve peace at home and 
abroad; we all venerate our gracious Sovereign ; we all abbor 
the late outrage ori his perſoti, and hope the offender may be 
brought to condign — ment; we all wiſh to preſerve the Con- 
ſtitution on its true baſis. Such is the aim and intention of the 
meaſures I have to propoſe, which would be more effectual to pro- 
mote order and tranquillity than any additional ſeverities, or to 
any reftraints of our ancierit rights, by the two tremendous Bills 
now depending in Parliament. The clauſes of theſe Bills would 
violate the Bill of Rights, the great batrier of our liberties; they 
would alter the fundamental law of the land: and I now fland 
forward, not as I formerly did; to propoſe improvements, but td 
repel the moſt dangerous innovations in the Conſtitution. Theſe 
are the conſiderations which have influenced my preſent conduct; 
and I am firmly pexſuaded, that I am contributing, in a materi 
degree, to the welfare of my Country, when I propoſe theſe Peti: 
tions to your acceptance: I therefore deſite Sir Thomas Gaſ- 
coigne will have the goodneſs to redd this Addreſs and Petition 
to the King. ; 
Mr. Whvill's Speech after the Petitions had been adopted by 

the Meeting. ' 
Mr. Chairman, | 
* Obſerve with peculiar ſatisfactĩon, that the Petitions have been 
adopted with unanimity by this reſpectable Meeting; but the 
juncture demands the utmoſt fortitude, as well as the greateſt 
prudenof z 
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prudence ; for no immediate ſucceſs, I fear, is to be expected from 
the preſent effort: but ſhould the dreaded change in our ancient 
laws take place, the people ought, and will endeayour to obtain 
redreſs; their perſeverance in firm, ſteady, conſtitutlonal Addreſſes 
to the Legiſlature, will be ultimately ſucceſsful, If we addreſs 
the Throne, we know the gracious and benign diſpoſition of the 
Prince who ſits upon it, and our application there will finally pre- 
vail, When he knows the ſentiments of his people, he will com- 
ply with their wiſhes : We aſk but that our ancient and indubi- 
ble rights may not be infringed ; that the Bill of Rights may re- 
main inviolate; that the barrier of our Liberties, which our an- 
ceſtors erected, may not be broken down. The Bill of Righ! 
is the mound which they ſet up to guard us from the iny 
of power ; we cannot be too jealous to watch that mound, and 
vent any, the ſmalleſt breach, which, if ance made, will ſoon 
widened by fraud, till at laſt the torrent of corruption will 
ruſh in, and the overwhelming power of the Crown will follow, 
and deſtroy the ſubjed land. Arduods indeed, and dangerous in 
the extreme, is the ſituation of the Country. We appear to be 
placed on a narrow ridge of land, with a frightful precipice on 
either ſide : if we deviate to the right hand, we fall into the gulph 
of Deſpotiſm, thence never to eſcape; if we ſwerve to the left 
hand, we tumble down among the rocks and breakers of anarch 
and confuſion, where certain ruin waits us. To avoid the 
perils, we muſt proceed with eiteumſpection, and tread the di- 
rect and middle path of the Conſtitution. By purſuing that 
line with caution, but with the ſpirit of Freemen, we hall avoid 
the dangers on either fide; and I truſt our efforts will ultimately 
8 I have the cauſe near to my heart, and will not deſert 
Liberties of my Country in the hour of danger and dittreſs ; but 
I am no leſs the decided friend of order, peace, and tranquillity. , 
Standing on this ground, I dread not calumny ; I am tearleſs of 
© vans They much miſtake me who conceive my conduct is 
influenced by motives of a different kind. I have ſome 
perty to loſe,. and I feel a wiſh to preſerve it. When I formerly 
addreſſed you, I was a huſband, but not a parent; I am now the fa- 
ther of a large family of children, whom I love; they are my 
ſureties to the public ; it cannot be thought I mean to expoſe them 
to ruin. But 7 ſhould be ſorry that 1 my children ſhould 
have reaſon heteafter to reproach me, that by my negligence in 
the hour of danger, I had Contributed, in ſome degree, to the 
ſucceſs of meaſures which had rendered them ſlaves. When the 
Gentlemen who propoſed this Meeting, and who deſerve on that 
account the thanks of their Country, firſt notified their intention 
to me, I thought it my duty to join them. I ſhould not have for- 
given myſelf if I had not, Such were the motives of my preſent 
conduct; and I ſtate them to obviate miſrepreſentation. I have 
long ſerved the public with zeal and diſintereſted fidelity ; and, if 
it be neceſſary, I will come forward again and again to aſſert the 
Rights of the People, and to ſupport the Conſtitution on its ge- 
nuine principles. cc Paper 
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Paper XVII, 


YORK COUNTY MEETING. 


a Alen! the Frecbollert of the County of York, beld in 
4 ny 4 Guild- 4. 


pur ſuanuce of Advertiſement, in the Ul of the City 


ort, on the firſt Day of December, 1795. 
(Sir THOMAS GASCOIGNE, Bart. in the Chair.) 


WO Bills, the one intitled ** An Act for the Safety and Pre- 
1 ſervation of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government againſt 
«-treaſonable and ſeditious b and attempts, and —＋ 
intitled . a Bill for the more effeQually preventing Seditious Meet - 
« ings and Aſſemblies,“ were read to the Meeting, after which the 
INE Sp paſſages from the Bill of Rights were 


Upon which the following Addreſs and Petition to the Throne, 
and alſo the following Petition to the Houſe of Commons having 
been read to the Meeting, | | 

A motion was made by the Rev. Chriftopher, Wyvill, and ſe- 


 conded by William Wrightſon, Eſq; That the ſaid Addreſs and 


Petition to the Throne do paſs as the Act of this Aſſembly, whic 


CO - by Sir Gaſcoigne, was carried unani- 
mouſly in the affirmative. lg T9 Qi 

After which a motion was made by the Rev. Chriſtopher Wy- 
vill, and ſeconded by William Wrightſon, Eſq; That the faid 
Petition to. the Houſe of Commons ſe as the act of this A- 
ſembly, which motion being put by Sir Gaſcoigne, was 
carried unanimouſly in the affirmative. | 

It was then moved, ſeconded, and carried unanimouſly, That 
Houle of Common, heprckared by e Duncombe, Ely and 

ouſe of Commons, be en ; 
Sir William Milner, hy 

It was then moved, ſeconded, and carried unanimouſly, that 


. the thanks of this Meeting be given to Sir Thomas Gaſcoi 


and the other worthy Subſcribers to the Requiſition at whoſe in- 
ſtance the Meeting was convened. 
» THOMAS GASCOIGNE, Chairman. 


— 


To the KING's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


The Addreſs and humble Petition of the underſigned Prechold- 
| ers of the County of Vork, 

WE. the underſigned Freebolders of the County of York, beg 
leave to approach the Throne, with our moſt cordjal congra- 
tulations on your Majeſtyꝰs deliverance from the late atrecious at- 
tacks on your Royal Ferſon in your paſſage to and from Patlia- 
| went: 


= 


ment: We cannot in tetms ſufficiently | our {mi | 
and abhortence 1 unmanly out ; . 
earneſtly wiſh and hope, that the etrators of thoſe enormous 


crimes, on due conviction of their guilt, may ſpeedily be bi 
to condigu puniſhment ; and we tra that the jaſt ſeveri of Gat 
puuiſhment will eſfectually prevent the repetition of any ſueh abo- 
minable outrage, * L | 3 
We ate eager, Sire, on this occaſion, to join the Great Body 
of our fellow ſubjedts, in expreſſing to your Niet the ſentiments 
of loyal and dutiful hearts: we with pleaſure on the mild- 
neſs and K of your Majeſty's perſonal character ; we fe- 
collect with fatisfaQtion your voluntary propoſtian, at an 
:rjiod of your Reign, for ſecurifig the 8 of the 
odge, and divers inftances, at ſubſequent periods, of your gra- 
cious diſpoſition to liften to the copying of your People, an 


we acknowledge with gratitude the oy efſings we have eny 
in the general courſe of your Majeſty's Government; we do 
therefore declare, that we are warmly attached to your Maj Fer- 


ſon and Government, and firmly reſolved, with our bell 

and to the utmoſt extent of our power, to ſupport_the | 

on its genuine principles, and In all its branches, . he | 
us 


Having made this mot fincere and folema . we 
it to be our duty in the preſent perilous conjun&ure, not to 
from the Throne, without having firſt laid at the foot of i 2 
all poſſible deference and duty, the declaration of dur moſt hum 
opinion, that the war in which we have been ſome years unfortu« 
nately engaged, has been a moſt expenſive, bloody, and diſaſtrous 
war; that the calamitics and accumulated: barthens which have 
been the conſequence of this wat, have alſo. been the cauſe of 
reat part of thoſe diſcontents which now diftrat this Country, 
t the continuatice of the war, inſtead of leſſening thoſe evis, 
too plainly tends to increaſe and inflame them, more ially when 
there is reaſon to fear that the ſcourge of ſcarcity. may be 
ſoon added to that of war; conſidering the diſtreſſed and dany 
gerous fituation of the Country at it, and the mu 
greater calamities to which a prottaction of the war | 
our Majeſty and the Nation, we deem it our duty, with 
— but with equal earneſtneſs, to intreat your Majeſty to 
endeavour, by engaging in a negociation with 8 
veruments of France and Holland, ſpeedily to reſtore to your faith- 
ful people the bleſſings of Peace. And ſhould thoſe Governments 
ly refuſe to conclude a Peace on equitable terms, your 
Petitioners will courageouſly bear the evils of a continued war 
then unavoidable, and ſupport your Majeſty in the proſecution of 
it with their moſt vigorous exertions, until reaſonable ternis] of 
peace can be obtai d. . | on Fi 


* 
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will ever pray, & c. 


( x2xevi ) 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great- Britain in Parlia« 
ment aſſembled. 


© The Petition of the underſigned Freebolders of Yorkſhire, 


Sheweth, That, by the fifth Article of the Bill of Rights, the 
people of this land are entitled to the privileges of free diſcuſſion, 
and free petition to the Legiſlature, Theſe Rights, like every 
other political Right, are liable to be abuſed ; but if they have been 
abuſed by any raſh and miſguided individuals, we do conceive, 
that for the fault of a few deſperate perſons, the whole People of 
England ought not, and juſtly cannot forfeit theſe invalyable pri- 
vileges ; ſach forfeiture would be more eſpecially grievous 
when their general loyalty, their love of order and tranquillity 
and their attachment to the Conſlitution, are certain and onquel- 
tionable. We have ſeen, therefore, with grief and aſtoniſhment, 


that two Bills, one of which is intitled “ An Act for the ſafety 


and preſervation of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government againſt 
« treaſonable and ſeditious practices and attempts ;** the other of 
which is intiled «© A Bill for the more effectually preventing Sedi- 
« tious Meetings and Aſſemblies,“ have been offered to Parliament 
by his Majeſty's Miniſters in the preſent Seſſion, by which we 
humbly conceive ſuch reſtraints are propoſed to be laid on the ex- 
erciſe of our rights of free diſcuſſion, and free petition to the Le- 
233 as would amount, if paſſed into laws, to a ditect and 
fatal violation of the Bill of Rig:ts. In the language of that me- 
morable ſtatute, our anceſtors, at the zra of the Revolution, did 
claim, demand, and infiſt on each of the enumerated articles as 
their ancient and indubitable right; and as ſuch they were offered 
the two Houſes of Parliament to the acceptance of his Majeſty, 
ing William, and by him they were accepted, as the conditions 
on which the Royal State and Dignity were transferred to him. 
On the ſame implied conditions, we have ever underſtood the 
Royal State and Dignity to have been ſubſequently ſettled on his 
reſent Majeſty's illuſtrious family; and as the rights confirmed 
this ftatute have been juſtly deemed the moſt ſacred Rights of 
the Nation, and have hitherto ſuffered under the authority of Par- 
liament no violation} however ſmall in its degree, however ſhort in 
its duration, we truſt the firſt example of any Legiſlative infringe- 
ment of theſe our ancient and indubitable Rights will not occur 
during the Reign of our preſent Gracious Sovereign. r 
We therefore do moſt humbly petition this Honourable Houſe, 
that the fundamental Laws of the Land may remain 88 


and paticularly we do moſt earneſtly requeſt; that the two Bills in 


queſtion may not paſs this Honourable Houſe, and your Petitioners 


— 


At the commencement of the above Meeting, Sir Thomas Gaſ- 
coigne, Bart, was called to the Chair, A cry was then raiſed for 


(\ xxxvii-) 


Bacon Frank, Eſq; to take the Chair, which, after much noiſe and 
tumult, be did; but inſtead of immediately proceeding upon the 
buſineſs for which the Meeting was convened, a motion was made 
for an adjournment to the C Yard. This motion was reſiſted 
by moſt of the Gentlemen 'who had figned the Requiſition to the 
High-Sheriff and their Friends, in as much as the uſe of the Caſtle- 
Yard had been before - refuſed them by the Under - Sheriff: 
Whereupon, after much altercation, the Chairman declared the 
Meeting to be adjourned. - Then be and his friends accordingly 
withdrew to the Caſtle, leaving thoſe who had promoted the 
Meeting and their Supporters in poſſeſſion of the Hall. Sit Tho- 
mas Gaſcoigne being then called to the Chair, the above A 
and Petition were unanimouſly agreed to, and the Freeholders 
ſent ſubſcribed their names to both, with the of their 
ral Freeholds annexed ; and the ſame were forwarded that even- 
ing to London. 71 * 


Paper XVUL 


; _ 
Prateedings at the County Meeting at Durham. 
IR John Eden having been requeſted to take the Chair, in a 
ſhort, but pertinent ſpeech, expreſſed his hope that the debate 
might be conducted with the utmoſt fairneſs and decency ; and 
briefly detailed the rules uſually obſerved, and the privileges al- 
lowed to the ſeveral Speakers in Meetings of this kind. He 
thought the two Bills very improper, and that if his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters ſhould adviſe him to ſtop the progreſs of theſe Bills, it 
would be the moſt lar thing poſſible, It had been ſaid by a 
writer of eminence, that if ever — ſhould loſe their Li- 
berties, it would be thro* a popular Miniſter. If we are to 
' Joſe them,” ſaid Sir John, “ I think theſe Bills will go a 
«« way to effect it. Our oppoſition will probably be of little avail, 
« bat we ſhall at leaſt have the farixfaQtion of having done our 
9% duty.“ = 
Mr. Hoar gave a Hiſtory of Treaſons, and obſervei that one 
law in particular, in the Reign of Henry VIII. was ſo like the 
preſent Bill, that it excited particular attention. It enacted, that 
« to derogate from the King's ſtyle and royal title is high-trea- 
ſon.” However, theſe _ and rigorous meaſures ow abro- 
ted by a ſtatute paſſed in the Reign of Mary, intirely aboliſhin 
— treaſons, and reducin — law of treaſon 4 the 
ard of Edward III.— The preamble to this flatute is very remark- 
able. Foraſmuch as the face of every King and Ruler ſtandeth 
% more aſſured by the love and favour of the ſabjects than 
te by the dread of the laws,” &c.— Thus the law of treaſon ſtands - 
« at this day; and Gentlemen,” ſaid Mr. Hoar, ““ I hope we ſhall 
s not be told that thoſe laws are neceſſary * 
. | 2 
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« the mild and merciful „ which were repealed by the 
- bloody and bi Mary ! we ſhall not be told that 
«<< ſhe could on the love and favour of her ſubjefts, and that 


„our benevolent Monaich will not find equal affurance in the 


hearts and affect om of his People! And yet by the preſent Bill 
it is enaRted, that ** If any perſon fhall deviſe any thing — 
* to d him from the ſtyle, honour, or kingly name o 
« the Crown of theſe Realms, &c. By the other Bill, pur- 
porting to be « an Act for preventing Seditious Meetings and 
Atembhes,“ a Magiſtrate is made the ſole of tlie ſentiments 
we may utter. Men ate but men, and it is the nature of powet that 
its poſſeſſors ſhould be deſirous of extending it. If power as 
this were placed in the hands of the beſt of men, we have nothing 
to ſecure us againſt the abuſe of it but their diſcretion ; and is that 
2 foundation on which the Rights and Liberties of Britons ou 

to be placed ? Theſe Bills, — deſtroy the deareſt Rights 
of our o_ for which our fathers bled, and which 
hare hitherto deemed as inalienable and ſacred as the prero- 
gatives of the Crown. The compact between the People and the 
Crown is mutual: the laws are the birth-right of People, 
and none can deſtroy either the one or the other, without deſtroy- 
ing the whole, and annibilating the Conſtitution, 

Rev. Mr. Nesfickd obferved, that the perſon of the King is no 
abies h wie 2 aſſaſſin th 222 
eſt of his ſubjects. is in opinion of the People, 

not in the multitude or ſeverity of laws, that Kings are inviolate ; 
and it is — to „ nary ev ng jor 8 
Sovereign, layi courtly m iſpering 

— * would expheitly ſtate the fatal tendeney of 
theſe Bills, and induce him to ſtop them by a generous negative. 
« By this, our Sovereign would: not only become the moſt popular, 
bot alſo the moſt Monarch that ever ſat upon the FN hrone, 
Þ it not a ſhocking refleQign upon # Freeman, that he cannot 
hold a Meeting without being overhauled by & Juſtice ? It is an 
idea fo injurious to the ſpirit of an Engliſhman, that it is aſtoniſh= 
ing how Miniſters dared have the im to bring it forward, 
If the war be "a yogi you well know the fearcity we all feel, 


of which I, as a Magiſtrate, have particular occaſion to ſee the 
diſtreſſes it cauſes. They will, in all human probability, be increaſed. 
New taxes muſt be raiſed to pay the new accumulated debts ; and 
if you come forward — your complaints, if you dare make 
them, you will be anſ either by the bayonet of the Dragoon, 
or by public exhibition on 2 Pillory! you will be ſent, by tranſ- 
portation, to Botany-Bay,. or perhaps be exalted on a gibbet.“ 
Mr, Matthewſon ſaid, a prominent feature in the Treaſon Bill 
was its temporary nature; it was to terminate with the life of his 
Majeſty ; whereas Gentlemen talked of their Liberties being ne 
*for ever. The only argument againſt this meaſure was, that — 
are ſufficient to protect the King from treaſons: this he allowed in 
all its force; but it appeared ſrom recent tranſactions that the laws 
were 


(movin) 


were inadequate to the of that poi ſonous ſoarce from 
which they ſprung, viz. Seditious Aſſemblies. Ihe other, which he 

ſed was conhidered as the moſt abnogious Bill, was ſaid to flrike 
at freedom of, diſcuſſion and the: liberty if pane by the 
Bill of Rights. He thonght that ſome reſtriftions were particu- 
larly neceſſary at a time when the Sovereign had been inſulted, and 
that inſult, was connected wich Aſſemblies previouſly held, (He 
read Lord Morgington's long Speech on this ſuppoſed connection. 
on King kiliog, equalization af property, &c. &. with many 
other occaſional cemarks,) 

Dr. Fenwick began by contraverting what had fallen from this 
Gentleman; ſhould he miſrepreſent him, which he would not wil- 
fully do, be entreated to be {et tight. Mr. M. ſaid he, began by 
aſſerting chat ſeditlon did exiſt. That it may, that it does 
exiſt, is my opinion as well as his. But are there no laws againſt 
ſedition? Have thoſe laws been attempted to be exerciſed ; and 
has that exergiſe failed? Unleſs he can prove this, I contend that 
the ſubje& revexts to the point at which my learned friend left it. 
The Gentleman has mentioned ſeveral very ſeditious expreſſions 
from the Speech of Lord Mornington: a Speech which I am in- 
_ clined to treat with the utmoſt contempt, Lord Mornington talks 
of the doctrine of King-killing being inculcated at Co 
Houſe, I deny the aſſertion and call tor his proofa. He ſays t 
talked of equalization of property, I can here deny it by i 
to their own declaration ; in which, in language the mot beauti- 
ful —_— ſhew its fatal conſequences. And here I will call 

the man and all his party to point out one inſtance in 
which the Friends of truc equality, an equality of Rights, have infi- 
nuated any ſuch — theſe inſinuations all come from 
themſelves ; and I here ſolemnly! warn them to beware of the con- 
— ſuggeſting ſuch an __ —— fake of a little tem · 
rary, but abſoſutely groundleſs abuſe of their opponents. The 
Grading declared that the new law of treaſon was not eſſentially 
different from that A exiſting. If fo, why; is the old eftabliſh- 
ed law to be changed? Why is that which for 400 years has afforded 
ſecurity to the King and peace of miad to the People, that law 
which has been repeatedly: decided upon, and to the deciſions of 
which we can refer, to be altered for the new and indefinite phra- 
ſeology now attempted to be introduced? The Gentleman thinks 
a new law of Treaſon a light matter, and tauntingly aſks whether 
people haye a mind to come as near treaſon as they can, that they 
are ſo diſturbed about it. I know this has frequently been ſaid ; 
but I hall never flinch from my duty through the dread. of fuck 
petty ſarcaſms as theſe, I therefore add the opinion of Monteſ- 
uieu, that be a country nevet ſo free, a law of conſtructive 
reaſon is enough to make it abſolute.” So. far of theſe Bille 
as they affe the Liberties of- the People. I now go to the 
other ſide, which 1 truſt is not leſs interefti Some men will 
perhaps be- ſtartled at this aſſertion, that nothing is ſo likely as 
cheſe Bills to endanger the life of the King z and will quote the title 
cc4' to 
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td prove the contrary. But do a number of treaſons ſecure the Mo- 
narch? If ſo, how ſecure ought the Emperors of Rome to have 
been? For they had treaſons out of number, not only againſt them- 
ſelves, but againſt their families, their ſervants, even their ſtatues. | 
The conſequence was, that more of them died by the dagger and 
aſlaſſination than in their beds. —Is this an example we ought to 
follow ? For a long ſeries of years the People of Sweden poſſeſſed 
a Form of Liberty; whether a good one or a bad one is not the 
queſtion here and the Sovereigns of the Nation lived and died 
in peace. One man was found bold enough to gratify his ambi- 
tion by the iacreaſe of power; he deſtroyed the Liberties of his 
Country, and Ankerſttoem deſtroyed him.—This is another 
inſtance: and I call upon the Gentleman to find one inſtance 
in which the peaceable Sovereign of a free People did really periſh 
by bis People. But the Gentleman has aſſerted that the liberty of 
diſcufſion and petition is not infringed, it is only placed under the 
controul of the Magiſtrate. I know of no difference between ta- 
king away a Right and/ taking away the exerciſe of the Right. I 
cannot poſſeſs a right which two men may take away, Ilighly as 
I do relpet the County Magiſtrates, it is not to the moſt teſpect- 
able among them that I would be obliged for my Liberty. I know 
of no freedom that is a matter of favour; I know of no freedom 
that is is not a matter of Right, If I do not miſunderſtand the 
Gentleman, be reſts the force of his argument upon two points: 
' firſt, that new reſtrictions ate e . ſecond, that theſe are 
conſiſtent with Liberty, On the firſt I only beg leave to obſerve 
that, ſince the Revolution till now, the laws againſt treaſon and 
ſedition have been found fully adequate. What, then, has palſie 
all at once the energy of the laws ? Or are too weighty to 
be wielded by the feeble hands of Government? Or are laws which 
would govern any other ſet of people not able to govern us? Sup- 
poſe I may be miſled into a momentary warmth; the Magiſtrate 
may fay ** Hold your ages, Sir!“ and if I perſiſt, tho Confta- 
ble may carry me to Gaok.—lIs this freedom of debate, Gentle- 
men? The limits between popular Rights and the tives of 
the Crown were drawn by our anceſtors with ſo fine and maſterly 
a hand, that I ſhould be forry to truſt them to the bungling cor- 
rection of ſuch men as compoſe our preſent Miniſtry, The wif- 
dom of our anceſtors provided two ſecurities for our Liberties; 
an independent voice in the Legiſlature — that is done away: and 
if you allow the other, the right of diſcuſſion and the liberty of 
the preſs, to be wreſted from you, then, Gentlemen, your Liberties 
mull fall. Let other men ſpeak of that maudlin loyalty, which 
conſiſts in a mere perſonal attachment. It is to the Conſtitutional 
Monarch that I am attached, and that with as warm and fincere a 
zeal as any ſubject in the Realm. But do away the Rights and Li- 
berties, and I feel the attachment no more. I-ſhall obey the laws, 
becauſe it will be prudent to obey them; I ſhall not join in con- 
ſpiracies, becauſe i hate it; but as for that glowing warmth of 
attachment which a freeman alone can feel, that will be gone for 
ever. EIS ; Paper 
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HEN a Society of Private Men feet theniſelves hound to © | 
| propoſe a great National meafure to the Peaple, juſtice to = val 
their own character and reſpect for the public judgment 5 | | 
that they ſhould make known the reaſons which have moved 
to fuch a proceeding. We confeſs that it is, and 
unuſual, becauſe it can be juſtified by no ordinaty ei 
but we think that the firuacion of the Country no 


us to conkide the of our Leer indi 
tions of our M - "The Whig Club 
the principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution as 0 
volution, cannot be uneoncerned ſpectators of the deſtruction 
of the moſt important ſecurities of Public Liberty. which were 
provided at that 'glotious ara. The Conifitation can, in, our 
Judgment, now be reſtored by the exerciſe of that juit aytho- 
_ rity which the National mult ever polleſs over the pi 
ceedings of the Legiſlature, We therefore it our duty, by 
cy TIRE to the jud of the 
People, aud to procure u declaration of their opinion, Wich this 
view, we have invited our fellow - ſubjecti to affociate for 
lag tha Repeal of the two Satutes in the preſent Seffion o 
rl;ament. oY ; 2 T 
e 
5 n 0 
peaceable, and their object un — legal, fetteted F re- 
ftritions hitherto ugknown to & law and practice of this Ki 
dom. Thoſe Meetings = ſtall not fab to theſe new 
diſgriceful conditions art ſubjetted to diſperſion under pain d 
death; and thoſe which ſhall be held in compliance with dem 
made liable to ſuch perpetual and Yexatious interruption at 
diſcretion of Magiſtrates, that there never can be wanting an Jo 
rtunity for diftyrbing their deliberations and defeating Yar = 
— Such a law. ve cannot but regard as repo 2 
nius and character of this free Nation. The C itution of | 
r | 
can onl „ with dignity or on | 
— of all focial ag i When Sher Spar mf. ay 
it will ever make irſelf reſpected by its o beneficence agd juſtice. | 
lt has for ages inſtructed the world by the example of a.Govern- 
ment which bailds its ſtrength only on its juſtice, and ſecures the - 
obedience of ity fubjeRts by their love of Liberty. It can neither 
| re the aid of a ſyſtem of conſtraint und terror, nor 
_ceve it without danger of deſtruction. Its ruling pri 
right of the to manifeſt their 
ceras; @ right of which the frequent, 
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ef afſembling to conſid er ſu — might 
_  jRtof ork By Ide aſſertion of a right com 
1 which are ndceſſary for its 2 1 reſtraints 


| nourable and reaſonable meu. 
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| Houſe of Peers ate our ſecurities againſt out own — 


ther Houſe of Pa 


_ reduced * 
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agent alov create and preſerve oo ge. hue foe rit 
"and conlc independence, without wh orms o 

Conſtitution are wotthleſs and unavail Ting, "his © 09 alane 
| ogy: nie protects the ſecute en ad; ut 


ouſe of Commons is our rough by pan 
of the Crown. The King's Prerogatives'and the Ieileges 45 the 


But no human wiſdom can provide any ſafeguard againſt 
combination of all the branches of the 8 to o 
betray the Community, but by enabling the Great Body . 
lation freely to pronognce their NS on the adds and nears | 
erument kae and remonfirance to the King, RY 
t, and 15 ſpeech and publication 
fellow-fubjefts ; unfettered previous reſtraint, and W 
only to the animadverſion 0 the Jaw on th thole overt acta of trea- 
fon, tumult, diſorder, or ſedition, which may be committed by 
individuals under pretence of exerciſing thoſe invaluable rights. 
This ynreftrained communication of Gio is at once the 
check to which it is poſſible to ſubject ſopteme power, and the 
wiſeſt means for averting popular vi To watch, the ener- 
diſe of theſe rights with . rang. to 9350 it with jealons and ig- 
inous conditions, and above all, to 


rietion of Long yarn by the Crown, is to break 
which 


which they are. to operate as a controul, aint w 
they ar refered as ſebur ſeturity, IDLE 
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| the Revo- 
in the inſtance of 2 where they been recently 
e who framed the De- 
| the Right of the People 
_ to petition, as b cation, alſo aſſert their R 


PE 


3 
22 
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ent ſtatute 1 in our 


2 
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Tbough the other ſtatute of which we c 
intitle An Act for the Safety and ab . of his 
| Perſon and Government,” we are confident that 35 00 
tion we ſhall not incur the Fre of diſloyaliy 


: 


* 8 out princi 


f 


1 . *. . | 

I of 1 las SEED 
claration in ide we (b 
1 ſlate of every King, ch yernar of eyery Realm, 
„ nion, of Commonahy, ſtandeth and conſiſteth more a 
"6 5 love* " favour 1 fobg 5 ran jo their 
_ * Ruler, or Governor t c 
2 ' with figarous pains and extreme Tax pb Mar. O. 

1 107 this. principle of our z i n, which appears to 


Pa were 5 255 Aale A the AR £5 
ward the Thu : a Jaw which has been endeared o R | 
by the experience of four centuries ; by a 4 | 
and happugeſs which have ever prevailed in thoſe * e perio 
ben it was obſerved ; by a review of that on of ind 
and inſecurity of Government which bave almoſt unive 2 
companied or followed every departure cn its Frick letter 3 
by the zeal und ardout with which ſo many ſucceſſive 3 — 


after experience of the miſchiefs of ſuch deviations, have 
a5 to a refuge From thele miſenes to the 6 5 


humane fo nde of that y 


Re Ht of Bets NE LOR Tala 2 * 
ment of 'trahſpottation on, the ſecond conviftign, even for e 


ſpi 
Viet of Fog * . ay 


randy of of way Very aggrayajed gilt, We 
"was . us the laſt chfemen r 46 | 
Er to an whe, by e * 


The [nition of cruel 2 1 
by che weneh clavle of the B e — — 
was, undoubtedly, pages # at © Gaede doo 
diſcretion in the ca baden, yer if 38 22 
_ piiticjple which condemns the © Legilarve ind 
niſhment fill more cruel and utigſoal wee ove 
N an of He be en 5 
is a puſii t which, in 
bons of thoſe who are U 9 
J r, is oF rior to death. it.in A 


I 


n&ioned 30ature, it might have. ſubjeed, ED | 
; ind rens of an Libr : a Locke pg - 
combined miſeriet 8 iſhment, im ment, and , 
barbarous A a 73 3 — * 
from the wie their Ws bee their KP cy hy 
age rated hy een 
t con 9 * mi | 
\ — ry general ſympathy for an udjuſt TING or a.cruc} 


pun iſh ment, one dillance and obliviop deliver of 
Power From that dread er public W 

v hich is fo wholeſoine atid aud cer a check on the tytannical ex- 
3 The ſame rigoor, EE, AE" / 


* 


ad; 5. 


Sager of eee throughout the Nation, 

| de on » ian xe thout odium or danger. _ 

J r at once the moſt ſaſe for t 
n 3 | 


7 and to deliver the oppreſſor noch 18. 


e "Thc.auttions of et Statutes 0, indeed, e e 
they materially reftrain 3 the ſabjeR, but they contend 
that ſach reſtraints are neceſſary, and that if neceſſary they art juſt. 

een are never in an | 

Ap to the exigency ances, But we ar Ft 
0 Un, Tad once is ſo eſſential to the 

or reſtrained, without a 


= 
that the means by which —_— are 


ended 0 be nc * oy hg 
= tndividuak coght to work. a forſeitute * pg 
u 


Ta: hh 4 N A neceſſity for new reſtraints and penalties 

— only Have ütiſen, in the en inſtance, from. the © inade- 
of the law, which, we, on our part, uiterly deny, 

e tw, not can be proved, and which the dies of 

"theſe Adds themſelves do not venture to aſſert. Laws, ſuch as 
b. we ſhould bave felt it our duty, at all times, woll firenu- 
r . op ef = ich, there are many circumſtances pg 
t'rime appear to us greatly x to aggravate 
5 155 and” danger. We cannot forget the ſyſtem 0 meaſures 
— en which 21 peer 


are ſu 
ES to which they NE $1 TI 
| inate with Miniſters * are wal ing daily 
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 mieys Ang Conſtitution, who moo the. Ge onarin * 0 


© opinjotis which tend 10 its ſobver and who have nevet f. 
da rigour of political proſecution, to. cro(h. that freedom of dif- 
cuſſion which endangered. their own (power, They are at 
10 be juſtified on prin fruitful in future ee on 
A "Liberty, and by 3 „ they were valid, would compel 
5 to capelode, that ne fr 3 of Great prey is no 
compal1 ith its quiet, our oge from 
"Anarchy i is in ih eftabliſhment. of, Deſpotiſm. 1 "They . intro- 
3 in the midſt of & calamitous, War, when whe fo 1 f of 
men for Liberty has. been weakened, 
2 confuſion, and when the n 
rown «in ves continual acceſſions of ſtrength fro 
5 rele They are the 1 ol men, 
e of public gooey. Þ have acquired 
into 


* 


2 A 


Aae * terror, oe Cot rhe 
to have thought the favourable moment at Jength ax} | 
curing impunity co their own olfetices, ,and 2 e . 
corruption: al woe of Government, by impofing filen 
"the 2 je has hithetto been 

extenſion of the Le of Treaſon, and by the combination of 
. yague rare Won with eruel puniſhment in other vgs $6 ey 


Miniſters have gained the moſt formidable engine . 
proſecution chat dun be by Government. | 
amounting almoſt to prohibition, on the — 1 of fe 

aſſemble, to deliberate, and 40 , they have las 


curity of every other Civil and Political Privi 
. to fv hr Cot nd Pl Peri = 


— — — einer nnd we ' 
of fla nor to t neceſſi 
8 ba — — 1 a of 


but firm ppg to the L ture, for the deſtroction of theſe 
alarming innovations; "and the reſtoration of che ancient Free 
Conftitation of Great: Britain. We cannot thitk that ſoch an 
effort will be unſucceſsful. - The —_—— on our\Rights are 
yet recent and immsture. The Spirit of —— 
finiſters may have too haſtily ſu — Dr 
uſelf will hot lat the Legilature ce 2 


nion of the —— 


Parliament, -whoſe * have alread 
them, declare, - thay" — — 
«* for his clemeney to — 2 


« the more — fie ye em ewes han fas dread and fear of 
| = ww of dody, his Majeſty is 9 orion the 
*«. ſeverity of ſuch je extreme, aud painful laws ſhall 
** de aboliſhed, annulled, e- — wand void — — 
To obtain the l cet! to prepare the way for an 
application to by Petition, as may carry with it che 
weight and authotity of the National Opinion, we have invited 
dur fellow-ſubjefts- to unite in the it of every n 
means for procuring a repeal of theſe AQ. 

be meaſure;which we propoſe la waquetionadly: —— 
Sirorioant; anf it appears to us to be not only 


but calied 
| for, by the exigeney of the times, 5 


Mew muſt affeciate.” ' 


be tho ee AR ala. 
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"HE That the following | | 
FORM. OF ASSOCIATION, 3 e 


MY we ts Bn on nh eee calling to mind the 
oe ple ps — $'e 


apa for the public keppinl and Fad 6 


—— 

Country, * pledge 2 6 conſtitutional effort to o 

_ "whe repeal of rwo 5 the one entitled ** An AR for the 

_ effeQual 'Seditious Meetings and Afﬀemblies," 55 | 
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_ * and attempts; Statutes w 


* 
a 
** 
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Peron and 
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a of the 


form of our Government 
its jnſt and 
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en N 


pledge out 


ves to bach other end to our 


act 105 the Safety and Preſervation of his 
Government, 'againſ treaſonable and ſeditious practices 


ich we hold to be ſubverſive of the 
ancient and undoubted Liberties of Englimen, az claimed, de- 
— and inſifted e at the Glorieus Revolution in 1688, 
aſſerted, and confirmed PA the Bill of of Rights, 


te at a numercus Merting 
hater? at York on the 6th of June, 1 


22 1 the e 


V Gentlemen, 


the Pro- 


We i l. 


e, 3 Tivzn, wo Jane Gaby. 1797. 
R That we are ſinoerely attached to the uneient 


calamitous ſituation: That we deep] 
Kreſſes of our Country, and the miſcrics 


ine principles are 

Coaltnations, | 
olved, That we condemn the „. 
| Miniſters, which we conceive have brought us into à truly peri- 


- Jous and 


ww $0 
by King, Lords mob, 


trom this unfortunate and deſtructive wur: That we moſt en 


entneſtly 
wiſh for the preſervation. of order and wanquillity in the Country, 
and for the reſtoration of public credit. 


Reſolved; That we do moiſt earnefily wiſh for a Peace be · 


een this Country and France, on texms genf bent with the wel- 


eker arr. 
and exconomy of Go- 


we ſhould: not be jufli- 


fare of Great-Britain. 


4+ Ae, Thet in-ous epi 
| — be 3 only by the 


al in f 


* niſters, w 


- 


placing 


whole political fi 
. detrimental to the Inteteſts and Li 


"4: Refolred, hat from paſt 
any farther confidence in his Majeſty's preſent Mi- 
tem we conceive to have been 


6. Reſolved, That the 


fity of a County Meeting 


iberties of our Country. 

ing of - the Requiſition to the 
High Sheriff to call a Meeting of the County, is _—_ at this 
moment, becauſe we are convinced that in a ſhort time-the neceſ- 


will be univerſally acknowledged. 


7. Reſolved, That we are determined to perſevyete in pur en- 


—— to 998 a return of the 


| fer har theſe 


\ Md a 


of Peace; and in or- 


im nat ſu * br 
A gh 
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lament. the di- | 
we experience 
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holders of Yorkſhire 8 1 
- deration ” — 
—— toc ir £092 ary op 2 « thi | 


| and then to conſider the | 
= niſition to che Hi 3 | 
Reſolved, That the Nats of 5 hs 5 be bre 
e. Weril for callio it, to liam rightſon, 
Chairman, for his conduR in the Obair 
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3 Paper XX. 5 5 
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Reſolutions agreed to at a numerous Mening of G Gadd: 
Who had figned the 8 other were friendly 
to the Meaſure, et rrp vg 

Aua, 1797+ . 


ol June, this Meeting, in the preſent unfiniftied ſtate of the Ne- 
tio "ond nos ahh i jent to tender their Requifition 
_ to the High-Sherif to call a Meeting of the Freeholders 
ot the.County of York, 82 ee. 
. Reſolved ad. unanimouſly, . 15 
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© Paper xxil. 
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"HE dit and danget of the Country are 22 with 
pe = been og ;cndegror to diminiſh that diſ- 
_— by propoſing the means allowed 
by — Ie the Miki fter is wild carte of War and Prodi- 
ality. By your aſſiſtance the Nation yet be-touſed from its 
— acquieſcence; and the farther 2 of hoſtilities, - 
a in _ continued now for ies of comparative infig- 
and threatening utter ruit to the Comitty,—may yet 
— by your timely-interpoſition.  - 
We are ſatisfied, that the end we have in view, is the general wilt | 
— Coontry: A change of Men and Meaſures muſt ſoon be ef- 
„or it is evident, that the Nation muſt be undone. The 
times indeed are full of diſtruſt and alarm; but our conduR bas been! 


| fincere and faithful to the Public Intereſt : we have pie - — 


umme by lawful and 


and by theſe means alone. e are conſident, that this ts 


denied, even by thoſe men who ate leaſt diſpoſed to do us juſtice. 
And we have had the ſatisfation- to learn, from — of 
extent, that — — diſpoſition has become much more favour- 
to out propoſe We have, however, for a ſhor 


time, reſolved to — our appl ication tothe Sheriff to aſſembler 


you, for the purpoſe of deliberaring upon the ſtate of the nation; 
we think it je duty to _— our reaſons. 
On the choice qf a fit time for *— the County, much, 


in our opinion, much depends. Perhaps it is not 
tion to 25 that your decifion at the — Meeting wil af. 


| et the fate and ha AR Begin For ment ers If you 


meet, when clearly informed of the national difficulties, when the 
danger of protrating hoſtilities from motives of obſtinate ambi- 
hoſt 41 2 a define Maj the 
of County, pronounced by.a great eci 
— of its Frecholders, will have that weight which is — 
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due to it with the Nation and the Sovereign; and notw 


Tt Be pane tr inning Togo, on 


On 


the would not have 
financial be exorbitant ſums 
been ſtated : Tbe heavy accumulation of taxes 
co the niningle eihlloang or the h 
many years, for hic that quintu | 
wou not cave been known und under theſe circumſtances your 4 
determination 10 petit for a change of Men and Meaſures, 
the immenſe i the Crown, and the weakneſs of a 
— * — would be rendered of Little avail. In 

caſe we could o with diſmay to a profi 
full of horror ; to the fa i 4 il — 
ration, on the one hand, i | 


may have brought on that rerribl; 
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95 | 
tien of Abuſes, intiead of the new /pfem Rigor "RR 
and % obtinaie Refu/al 10 rrar ei 2 — 

By order of the Meeting of the Friends of the viſitioa, 
OI” op KR Ea WRIGHTSON, + - 
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NUMBER I. 


Containing the Evitor's miſcellaneous Corres 
Nondence in the year 1792. | 


LETTER I. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to JRREMIAH 
Barr, Eg. 


Bus ron-Hax , Ari 4b, 1792. 

My Dear Sir, 3 gs Yi 

Received with pleaſure, ſome poſts ago, 

from Mr. B. Hollis, a copy of a Reſolution 
agreed to by the Conſtitutional Society on your 
Motion, “ declaring the adherence of the So- 
ciety to the principles of our mixed form of 
Government; I think it was a judicious mea= 
ſure, and indeed abſolutely neceſſary, to guard 
againſt the fatal effects of a change of princi- 
ples. by the popular party in London, and 
their adoption of Mr. Paine's ilktimed, and, 
in my opinion, pernicious counſels. - But, from 
what 1 have ſince learned of the endeavours 
now uſing to introduee new Members who 
are inclined to favour Mr. Paine's projects, I 
much fear that you and the other judicious 
ſupporters of moderate meaſures in that So- 
ciety may ſoon be out · numbered, and entirely 
over-ruled, by thoſe who will not be content 
4. For this Reſolution, fee 2 Papers prefixed to 

wit 


** 


, , Z —RFũꝑe ⁰éę w — —— 


Liberty by going into. meaſures which, I am 


( 2 ) 


with improving the Conſtitution or any thing 
ſhort of a Republic on the principles of the 


American States. I wiſh, from the bottom 


of my heart, I may find myſelf miſtaken in 
theſe apprehenſions; but I think I fee too 
much reaſon for them, and I have no doubr 
that the tempting, offer of annuities to the 
poor out of the great eſtates of the rich, may 
raiſe him a formidable party among the loweſt - 
of the claſs, whoſe fury concurring with na- 
tional diſtreſs' on other accounts, might be 
very deſtructive indeed. My Defence of Dr. 


Price, which you have probably ſeen adver- 


tiſed as ſoon to come out, is written with a 
view to promote a Repeal of the Teſt Act, 
and a moderate Reformation in Church and 
State; I mean to ſend copies of it to you and 
your ſon, as ſoon as it, is finiſhed; and if you 
think ſuch a piece may be of any uſe among 
your friends, to ſtop the raſhnels of ſome of 
the popular. party in London, and convince 
them of the danger of hurting the cauſe of 


confident, the great majority of the nation are 

not, and if not enraged by more Taxes in our 

time, probably never will be ready to adopt, 

J will trouble you, with a few copies more. 

I beg. my compliments to your fon, and am, 

with great regard, xs. 
Dear Sir 


Mott fincerely your, 155 
: C. WYVILL. 


LETTER. 


BEES. 
u LETTER II. 
From JxnEUTAH BArtzx, Eſq; to the Rev. 
1 53 | C. WyvI1LL. r 
þ. . ans 147, 1 44 
My Dear Sir, e 
I FEEL, with unaffected compunction, the 
L neceſſity of preceding an acknowledgment 
of the receipt of your favour of the 4th inſf. 
by an apology for having omitted to reply to 
one which you honoured me with ſome time 
ago. Conſcious, however, that the apparent 
neglect proceeded from real reſpect, and a de- 
fire to give you the utmoſt ſatisfaction, I hope 
a ſhort ſtatement of the caſe will procure me 
your pardon. I had not in my own poſſeſſion 
any papers worth tranſmitting” to you; but 
being promiſed by Mr. Froſt the original Re- 
cords of the Weſtminſter Aſſociation, to which 
he was Secretary, I was kept in ſuſpence till 
I heard from my friend David Hartley, and 
others, that your work was nearly completed. 
Chagrined at the difappointment, I then ceaſed 
to ſolicit Froſt, who appeared, from what 
cauſe I cannot divine, unwilling to part with 
the papers in his hands, though I told him for 
what purpoſe I wanted them. I repented 
that I did not iffimediately appriſe you of 
my expectations, but the time was elapſed, 
and I ſaw no way but to ſubmit my caſe to 
your candour, with contrition, when an op- 
portunity offered. I am pleaſed to find that 
your ſentiments with reſpect to the preſent 
ſtate of Party, and Mr. Paine's Pamphlets, 


correſpond very much with my own. Mr. 
A 2 Hollis 


ee er Ss _ 


64) 


Hollis ſhould have told you, that the only 

alteration made by the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information in my Reſolution, was the 
inſertion of Mr. Paine's name, excluſively of 
all more moderate and judicious opponents of 
Mr. Burke's pernicious principles. I wrote 
it rather to re- animate the Society, and to 
remind it and the Public of the true object of 


the inſtitution, than to reſent the illiberal cen» 


ſure of Mr. Burke. There was certainly an 
apparent | inconſiſtency in recommending a 
book which affirms we have no Conſtitution, 
by a Society inſtituted, as I conceive, for the 
preſervation of one; but the general tenor of 
the Reſolution, I truſted, would inſinuate that 
the Society only gave a partial aſſent to Mr. 
Paine's principles. Previous to this publication, 
our Society ſcarcely. evidenced a particle of 
life; but it has now ſo recovered its ſtrength, 
that I begin to ſuſpect. inſtead of ſtimulants, 
we muſt adminiſter ſedatives, to moderate its 
vigour. You will ſee that we have attracted 
the notice of other Societies, with whom cor- 
reſpondencies are forming, our Members ra- 
pidly increaſe, and the influence of individuals 
who formerly had weight, is, I fear, daily 
diminiſhing. But to what other cauſe ought 


we to attribute this threatening ſymptom of 


political licentiouſneſs than to the contemptu- 
ous negle& of all rational modes of Reform 


by thoſe who have the power to give them 


efficacy ? A timely attention to well-founded 


complaints is the ſureſt method of preſerving 


decent order, reſpe&, and authority in an en- 
lightened age. The theory of our Govern- 


Sto 71 
; SI | 
ment is excellent, aud the practice of it at 
preſent does not perhaps deſerve much cen- 
ſure; but being diſgracefully deficient in its 
repreſentative part, We are certainly more 
indebted to the character of individuals for the 
good effect it produces, than to the Conſtitu- 
tion itſelf. It is, alas! too true, that in the 
preſent ſtate of Parliament, the moſt upright 
Miniſter cannot poſſibly defend himſelf againſt 
factious motions of opponents, without the aid 
of corrupt influence; and this we may expect, 
from the natural/infirmities of human nature 
will more frequently operate againſt nati 
intereſt, than in favour of it. Were the 
Houſe of Commons always to expreſs the real 
ſenſe of a majority of the People, oppoſitions 
to a Miniſter fo ſupported would be deemed 
malignant faction, and faction infamy. Our 
Government brought to this perfection, would 
have nothing to dread from the Republican 
principles artfully diſſeminated by unprinci- 
led, indigent, and empirical Reformers. The 
iniſter who builds his fame on this ſolid fonn- 
dation, will ſecure to himſelf immortal glory; 
and I am unwilling to adopt the idea that Mr. 
Pitt has abandoned this virtuous ambition. 
Much as I rejoice at the ſubverſion of deſpo- 
tiſm in France, T do not think it has got a 
political ſyſtem that we need to envy; nor 
can its example injure us but by our on 
negligence. But the licentiouſneſs it neceſ- 
ſarily permits, may prove a ſeducing example, 
if we leave the imperfections, which time and 
ps lect have introduced into our Government, 
1 o beggary and popular „ reform. 
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Independent of moral conſiderations, I am 
confident that it is the true and perſonal in- 
tereſt of the King, and the privileged orders, 
to ſupport a new and temperate organization 
of the Houſe of Commons. Though we are 
not at this moment alarmed by commotions, 
a ſpeculative mind, without being romantick, 
may perceive events not improbable, that 


would wonderfully facilitate the means of ex- 


citing them, There are always men of talents, 
who having little or no intereſt in the Country, 
are ready to ſeize on ſuch accidents; and 
though diſcreet and reſpectable characters fly 
from ſuch ſuſpicious counſellors, thoſe who 
have nothing to loſe are willing auditors when 
acts of injuſtice and violence are recommended. 
The extraordinary circumſtances of the age 
have made a ſtrong impreſſion on the minds 


of many worthy Citizens. I heard yeſterday, 


with much ſatisfaction, that ſeveral Gentlemen 
of the Whig Club, who have feats in Parlia- 
ment, have actually formed a new ſociety for 
the expreſs pur poſe of procuring a reform of 
the repreſentation. Mr. Grey and Mr. Fran- 
cis are both members of it, and mean to bring 
the ſubje& to diſcuſſion very ſpeedily. hels 

are new converts, and, I hope, they will bring 
with them the zeal of. profelytes,; I; for one, 
ſhall be better pleaſed,zo haye this intereſting 
queſtion in the hands of men of See and 
property, than in thoſe. of mendicants, Should 
any thing very interelting occur, either ip this 
ſociety, or any other, I will rake the liberty of 
adviſing you, of it. The Revolution e 
are going to publiſh their carreſpondence map 
Nein! 
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the French: I wiſh it may. prove a judicious 
ſelection, but I have ſome reaſon to doubt it. 
thank you for your offer, and ſhall: receive 
your publicatioas-with-pleaſure, and commu- 
nicate them where I think they will be uſeful. 
Permit me. Sir, to congratulate you on the 
agreeable additions to your family, ſinee I had 
the honour of ſeeing you, that they may live 
to be real ornaments to the reſpectable ſtation 
they are, I hope, deſtined to fill in ſociety, is 
the ſincere wiſh of l it e et 
rr 1 0 0 
Vour mucli obliged humble Servant, 
| _ JER. BATLEY,*_ 


* The Editor acknowledges with pleaſure the obliging readineſs 
of his friend Mr. Batley, in conſenting to his requeſt, that this 
Letter might appear in the preſent publication ; and alſo his farther 
aſſiſtance, by communicating the Reſolution of the Conſtitutional 
Society, which is dated on the 28th of May, 119 „ Und which is 
printed among the Preliminary Papers in this Volume. | 

The Reſolution was propoſed to the 2 of that Society 
by Mr. Batley, the ad. <3: of it ; and with ſome Night alterations, 
it was a to, But ſoon after the date of his Paper, he ceaſed 
to their Meetings. 28 K ald 
Mr, Batley was one of the earlieſt and moſt judicious Advocates 
for a Reformation af Parliament, In his o_ he adhered to 
the principles of moderate Reform, and his or the Rights of 
the People were diſtinguiſhed by their ſubſtantial ſenſe, and the 
true ſpirit of honeſt Patriotiſm . they were evidently dic- 
tated, He is happy in a ſon, Mr. Lodge Batley, who is intitled 
to equal praiſe for the ſoundneſs of his judgment, for philanthropy 
and public ſpirit, guided by moderation. Of both the Father and 
his wort it may juſtly be expected that they will be 
the laſt who will either deſpair of, the Cauſe ot Liberty, or 
to ſupport it on the pritigiples of the Conſtitution. 3 

The Editor begs Kare ere to acknowledge his obligations to 
Mr, Lodge Batley for imparting the valuable information which 
enabled kin to give an zuthestie account of the Proceedings 
_ againſt the Rev. W. D. Shipley, Dean of St. Afaph in the year - 

1784, which may be found in the 4th Volume of Political Papers, 
larly publiſhed by che Editor, at page 430. 
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LETTER 1II. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL 10 Jexeman | 
F195 -1 BaTLEy, Eſq. 


My Sir, BuzTon-Hatt, May 24th, 1792. 


I WAS much obliged and much pleaſed 
with your friendly Letter of the 14th of 
April, which contained a great deal of valu- 
able information reſpecting the Cauſe of Re 
formation, and the Societies formed and form- 
ing to promote it. I was particnlarly happy 
to find that you and other prudent Friends of 
Liberty had carried ſome Reſolutions in the 
Conſtitutional Society, tending to remove the 
jealouſies which had been excited againſt that 
Body, and to which their ſubſequent couduct 
has given too much confirmation. Theſe ſub- 
ſequent and leſs prudent Reſolutions are juſt 
what Mr. Burke would wiſh: they counte- 
nance much of what he has ſaid, and enable 
him with ſome degree of plauſibility to main- 
tain, that a Reyolntion is the object which the 
Reforming Party really have in view. I think 
it extremely fortunate, therefore, that a new 
and moſt reſpectable Society has been formed 
on the principles of moderate Reformation. 
Their papers hitherto I approve ; their hav- 
ing defined their views to be ſtrictly Conſtitu- 
tional, at the outſet of their operations, was 
well; their having declared againſt attempt- 
ing a Reform ſo extenſive as that of Univerſal 
 Suffrage, (for ſo I underſtaud the Anſwer to 
Mr, Cartwright) is in my opinion till better ; 
and, at-a proper time, I hope they will = | 
- 


n 


at the ſeveral Public Meetings hereafter to be 


unanimity, or nearly ſo, then the propoſitions 
of the New Aſſociation will come before Par. 
Hament next Winter with great effect. 


_... 
the expediency of not departing far from the 
wok occupied before by the earlier Afﬀoci- 
ations. But though I wiſh all the Affociations, 
new and old, could be induced to purſue-the 
ſame, or nearly the ſame "meaſure, 
and in that caſe ſhould begin to augur well of 
our ſacceſs, yet I do not think that any more 
diſtin& and ſpecial definitions of the objects of 
the New Society at this time would be pru- 
dent. Their meaſures ought to be taken from 


the declared ſenſe of the People collected in 


County Meetings, &c. and from them carried 


to Parliament, as the wiſh of the People 


adopted by the Society. This will induce the 
People to ſupport them more cordially, it will 
obviate the objection of the meaſures origina- 
ting with a Talf-created Body, and prevent 
the poſſibility of Paine's Party depriving; ti 
of the confidence of the Public; of whi 
there will evidently be ſome danger, if the 
the New Aſſociation form their plan without 
previous concert and authority from the People 


in the different Counties and Places in which 


the individual Members of this Aſſociation re- 


fide, or are intereſted, I think the terms 
ſhould be underſtood, and tacitly agreed 


among themſelves, as proper to be agitated 


held in London-and the Country, in order to 
have their ſanction and immediate authority; 
which, if the ſeveral Meetings approve with 


I am much obliged to you, my dear Sir, for 
% leni. | wa 
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your kind wiſhes for the health and happineſs 
of me and my family, which is very lately in- 
creaſed by the birth of a ſecond ſon; all, thank 
God, well. I beg you to be aſſured equally 
of my eſteem and regard, and ſincere good 


wiſhes to you and yours. I am, 
Dear Sir, 


Your on: humble ſervant, 
bg GC WENN 


r i. 


From he Riv Tarzopnitus Lixpszr to the 
" Rev. C. WrxviLL. | 


Loxpox, April 19th, 1 792. 


Dear Sir, 


TAKE an early opportunity of thanking 

you for a noble pamphlet indeed, worthy 
of one of "England's Reformers, and which I 
truſt will excite a zeal for the ſame wile, tem- 

te, and ſteady Reform of our whole Con- 
ſtitution, fax which you plead with ſuch invin- 
cible force of argument, though the Reform- 
ers who may now ſtand forth may not pre- 
ciſely adopt, for inſtance, the particular plan 
of amending the Syſtem of Parliamentary Re- 
. propoſed to the Commons Houſe 

1765, to which I dare ſay you do not wiſh 
to confine them. 

A "Treatiſe ſo choice and full with. re- 
e to its matter, and in which every expreſ- 
ſion is ſo accurate, juſt, and well weighed, 
with ſuch well drawn portraits, preſenting 
| themſelves 
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themſelyes in proper time and place, 

have coſt the writer great Tuna but it acl ho 
been well beſtowed. Neyer had the 

Price, bat never had the F ee e in gene- 
ral an equal Defender; and I truſt Ko in 


time your book will contribute.to reaſon, and 


to ſname the Churchmen out of their ignorance 
and bad ſpirit of intolerance towards them. Mr. 
Burke will be found from what others have 
ſaid, but very much from the juſt light in 
which you have exhihited him, to have 
raiſed his head, as a mere political Sophiſt for 


a while, only to fink down for ever in greater 


infamy z and the ſtrong painting of another 
higher Rn omnd and Cnbing of all Reformas- 
ation is ſuch as mult ſtrike every eye. I aſſure 
you I like the Defence ſo much, and think it 
{o calculated to be uſeful, that I have bought 
a dozen to diſperſe. A few days before yo 
arrived, I had printed a Tract on a ſubject 


which certainly was intended, and I hope 


will come in aid of ſome part of the meliora- 


ting plan you propoſe. "As ſoon as I can 


learn how to convey it, it ſhall come to yon 
at Burton for your acceptance. My wife 
deſires to join in reſpects to yourſelf and 
Mrs. Wyvill, and wiſhes of health to your 
amiable children whom we. ſaw ; hut hopes 
that Divine Providence will give you more 
pledges of his favour, and that you and your 
Lady will live together to ſee them all fixed 
in good principles, and happily ſettled in the 
world. I remain always, 
mma as >. - wo 
Your obliged and affectionate Servant, 
| T. LINDSEY, 


— — — — — — oO 


3 
P. S. Excuſe me ging; that T have often 
wondered a little at a friend continuing to 
belong to a certain eſtabliſhment ; but I now 
ſee the hand of good and of providence in it.“ 


be Editor cannot conceal that he is conſcious of having ſe- 
lected for publication here a ſhort ſeries of Letters politically unim- 
rant, and to ſome of his Readers wholly unintereſting, Yet he 
atters himſe}f he may be allowed to inſert this memorial of the 
friendſhip which has long ſubfiſted between himſelf and this amiable 
and truly-venerable man. Their acquaintance with the attempt 
in 1772 to free the Clergy of our Eſtabliſhed Church, and others, 
from ſubſcription to the 42 Articles of Religion ; on which occa- 
fiou Mr. Lindſey bore a diſtioguiſhed part. The Editor, with the 
zeal of ouſh, cn in 1 wn ee to 8 
praying ſor that indulgence: though ſu ir Geo 
Sales and other Members of 2 refpeGability, is Petition 
was rejected. The friendſhip which commenced on this occaſion 
between Mr. Lindſey and the Editor, has ſubſiſted ever fince, not 
only uninterrupted by their known diverſity of ſentiment reſpect. 
ing the pre-cxiſtence of Chrift, but improved and increaſed by time 
and the growing conviction felt — that their eſleem was mu- 
TT 
a Reformer gion, Mr. was ani | 
and moſt virtuous zeal, ſoftened by the benignity of his temper : 
and though the boldneſs of his Unitarian doctrine excited the an- 
of rigid Athanafians, his diſintereſted conduct in reſigning a 
ucrative and reſpeRable ſtation in the Church, extorted their un- 
willing ation. As a Preacher, he was eatneſt and im- 
preflive; his diſcourſes were delivered from the heart, with a mild 
and affectionate warmth which touched the heart of his audience, 
zeſembling what the imagination might conceive of the Evangeliſt 
St. John, whoſe religion was happineſs, and whoſe God was bene- 


volence. To him may be + With little alteration, ſome 
lines of two of our Poets: | 
Let madeſt Lindſey, if he will, excell 


Tien Metropolitans in preaching well! 

| Vet js his life the more inſtructive leſſon. 

During a courſe of more than thirty years the character of this 
moſt amiably-victuous man has continually. riſen in the eſtimation 
of the Editor : he deems him one of the beſt, and one of the hap- 
pieſt of men, and himfelf truly fortunate in having thus long en- 
joyed the advantage of his friendſhip, -- *-, Den | 
e K tan $7 * 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. C. WyviLL 
to the Rev. ”TuzornLos Linnsey,,, 
| BuxTon-HALt, April 27th, 1791. « 


My Dear Sir, r 
Received your obliging Letter with 
pleaſure z and though I truſt I do not Ray 


very much in need of other inducements be- 
ſide thoſe ariſing from a ſenſe of duty and a 
warm attachment to the rights of conſcience 
to ſtand forwatd in their defence, yet I feel 
that the approbation of worthy. friends is molt 
encouraging, and will be a conſolation to me, 
whatever obloguy I may have to ſupport, in 
conſequence of my late publication, I much 
fear that ſome of my friends, with whom I 
have long co-operated in politieal buſineſs, will 
not concur in ſentiment with me upon the 
other ſubjects diſeuſſed in the Defence of Dr. 
Price; but {till I am confident they will do me 
the juſtice to believe that my intention has been 
good. But from others who are too much 
prejudiced on the ſubject of Toleration to liſten 
with any patience to arguments for repea]- 
ing the Teſt-A&, who have too bigotted an 
attachment to the Church to bear the idea of 
the mildeſt Reformation, and whoſe diſplea- 
ſure will not be leſſened by any previous good 
opinion of the author who pleads on the of- 
fenſive fide of theſe queſtions, what can I ex- 
pect but the molt virulent abuſe, and the moſt 
uncharitable hatred? If it muſt be fo, I ac- 
quieſce in patience ; if it ſhould be otherwiſe, 
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I ſhall rejoice at the unexpected favour which | 
exempts me from that ill treatment which 
better men and more formidable adverſaries 
to Prieſtly power haye oſien received, 

I ſhall be much obliged to you, my dear Sir, 
for your publication, whenever your have an 
opportunity to ſend it me; and alſo, for the 
communication of your opinion, when the 
ſentiments of the generality of go6d men in 
London appear#to you to have undergone any 
material change reſpecting Reformation, par- 
ticularly of our political abuſes, which | think 
likely to take place before the other, not lefs 
watited, in the Church. I am ever, ; 
a 105 My dèar Sir, 

41 Very cordially ours, | 
} r ———— —t-„½—¼ ' - a 8 
Extras Ma Letter. from the Rev. TuzopniLus 
 Linpsxr tothe Rev. C. WII. 
MI Lonpon, May 4, 1792. .. 


AM not able to ſay any thing of the faults 
found with your- Defence, for I have mix- 
ed with none but thoſe Who greatly ap- 
prove, and they have not been a few. I 
would name Mr. Lee amongſt the firſt, 
though the mode of Reform of the Repreſen- 
tation propoſed he does not think you 'your- 
ſelf would now recommend, but enters not 
much into that ſubject. Only-I muſt ſay that 


4 do not think that you have advanced any 
thing 


| (13) 5 
thing againſt Mr. Burke is particular but he 
—_ with you in it. And that Gentleman 
I believe has ſunk much in his reputation with 
all but the very high Ariſtocrats indeed. 

Jam in hope that you will add your name 
to the new Aſſociation for the Reform of Par: 
liament, of which the two Mr Shores are 
Members, although the Miniſter has exerted 
his utmoſt efforts to check it in the very bud, 
and unqueſtionably will ſucceed with all the 
timid and intereſted, 

It is thought however, that to dul teh 
a reprobation of Reform, and to quiet the 
murmurs a little, Mr. Fox will be permũtted 
to-day to carry his motion for the repeal of 
the Penal Statutes of the gth and 1oth of 
ing Anti-Trinitarians. , Mr. Shore is afraid 
of this; and would rather that things remain- 
ed as they are till all Penal Laws whatſoever 
in Religion are aboliſhed; a ground which Mr. 
Fox. will ſet out upon, though glad to carry 
a part of his demand, if he cannot ſucceed for 
the whole. I am always, dear Sir, | 
Your cuties and faithful Servant, 

T. nr. 


LETTER VII. | 
From the Rev: C. Wrymr 1 the Rev. 
_  TazorpaurLus, LiNDSEY.. 3 
BukToN-HALL; May 28, 1792. 
My Dear Sir, * 


TAKE the opportunity of a frank to Mr. 


Shore to write a few lines, to thank 7 * 
or 


23 — - — — 
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for the preſent of your Pamphlet, which 
I received ſome time ago; and which I read, 
as I have done all your former pieces, wich 
the moſt perfect conviction of the goodneſs 
of your intention, with the greateſt reſpect 
for your character, and an abhorrence of 
the Laws which would inflict any puniſh- 
ment on the worthy Author; the tendency 
of whole. writings I hold to be good, by pro- 
moting a rational diſcuſſion of religious ſub- 


jects, even where he fails to convince me. 


Sincerity, hawever, obliges me to ſay, that I 
wiſh you had ſpoken with leſs ſeverity of 
Athanaſian Worſhip, or the Worſhip of Je- 
ſus Chriſt . The charge of Idolatry is a heavy 


®* This wiſh proceeded not from the Editor's approbation of 
either the worſhip or the creed of Athanaſius, He then. diſap- 
proved them bath, and his diſapprobation ſtill continues, With 
the excellent Atchbiſhop Tillotſon be joins in “ wiſhing the 
Church of England were well rid of that creed; but in renounci 
what to him appears to be a ſyſtem of ble contradictions 
uncharitable denunciations, he approaches nearer to the ſenti | 
of Dr. Clarke, than to thoſe of Dr. Prieſtley, and his warty 
friend here addreſſed. Vet on a ſubject on which ſo many $ 
ſo many virtuous men have formed judgements very different, can- 
dour and mutual deference ſeem peculiarly required*: and v 
ſuch ſentiments ſhall prevail in a conſiderable degree, it may be 
hoped that a diſputatious mode of worſhip will be willingly aban- 
doned ; and the Forms of the Church will be drawn up in lah- 
guage in which every ſincere Chriſtian can concur, 

Aﬀter this explicit avowal of bis ſentiments, his wiſhes, and his 
hopes, the Editor feels that it may not be improper here to ſubjoin 


a brief explanation of his conduRt, in two particulat inſtances, re- 


ſpecting which miſconceptions probably may have ariſen, + 

1. on be thought Forpriting by others, as it was by his ex- 
cellent friend, Mr. , that he who had embraced opini6ns 
ſo inconſiſtent with ſome of the Doctrines and Forms of our Church 
ſhould have remained ſo long one of its Miniſters. To this he 
will reply by ſtating a fact, viz. that he has avoided officiat- 
ing in the Church, as one of its Miniſters, for near thirty years ; 
and by obſerving that, as he could thus avoid all infincerity, he 
did not feel hi — OE aas Roacaras 
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one; and many even of thoſe who are not 

themſelves affected by it, do not perceive it 
to be juſt. If you and Dr. Prieſtley had 
thought yourſelves at liberty to ſpeak of 
that worſhip with leſs hardſhip, perhaps it 
would have been impoſlible for evik-minded 
men to have excited ſo ſtrong a ſpirit of Into- 
lerance as appears at preſent in a 1 
lately ſo much diſpoſed to relax the Laws of 
Perſecution.— I moſt heartily wiſh that the 
cauſe of Truth, Liberty, and Juſtice, and 
eſpecially of Benevolence and mutual Charity, 
may more and more prevail. 1 
beg my compliments to Mrs. Lindſey, 
and am eveerr,rh en 
loſt ſincerely your's, _ 
+4$ £7 £ Ke WYVILL. * 


* 
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to his judgment, he could innocently remain; eſpecially, as if he 
nad f. his ſtation, . his — in favour of a EI 
Eccleſiaſtical Reform, v benevet they were puhlilhed. might be 
more likely to meet a candid reception, and conſequently to pro- 
duce a beneficial effect. | 
2. Bur it may be aſked, How could the Editor conceive him- 
ſelf to be acting innocently, asa Miniſter of the Church of England, 
when he was habicually nog-refident at his ſtation, and forbore to 
officiate in any church? To this he will reply, by ſtating another 
fact, viz, that, for near thirty years, the remuneration which bis 
two worthy curates, the Rey. J. Firebrace, and after his death, 
the Rev. Charles Walker, have received from him 2 
the whole duty of the benefice at Black · Notley, was be cal. 
culated to be the net amougt of its emeluments, according to the 
ſums actually received by him, at the time when the calculation 
was made, viz. the clear. yearly ſum of '200l. with poſſeſſion of 
the parſonage houſe and en. He truſts that, in the opinion 
of candid perſons, the fat here ſtated will exonerate him from 
blame, as a non-refident, ot non-officining Clergyman of the 
Church of England. 94 Lare 
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IETER VIII. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev: Jons 
Bouaxx to the Rev. C. Wr vit. | 


„ 


th Hou, Afril 24th, 179% 


Dear Sir, 
AMexceedingly tified by the eee | 
have done me in ſending me your laſt publi- 
cation. And 1 return you my moſt cordial 
thanks for ſo ſpirited and judicious a Defence 
of Dr. Price, and all the Friends to a Reform of 
Parliament. Your Pamphlet would have done 
the Cauſe credit at any time, but is peculiarly 
ſeaſonable at preſent, both as an antidote to the 
ariſtocratic venom of Mr. Burke, and alſo as 
drawing the line between thoſe who are real 
well wiſhers to- our Conſtitution, and thoſe 
who, like Paine, would entirely overturn it; 
I ſhould rather fay, who pretend that we have 
none. I have not ſpoken with one Aſſociator 
ſince I received your preſent; and of the two 
or three on the other ſide to whom I commu- 
nicated it, the ſingle remark they made was, 
that they did not think Mr. Wyvill could 
have written ſo coolly and temperately ; to 
which my reply was, I believed they never 
read you before with ſo much temper. | 

When I get it back from a Friend, who 
has it at preſent, I ſhall ſend it to Mr. Pool, 
and likewiſe to Mr. Thomas Williamſon, 
who, tho* he never joined the Aſſociation, 
was always more diſpoſed to think favour- 
ably of us: than moſt of thoſe who refuſed 
their names. If I do not entirely go ik 

. wit 


( 19) 
with you upon the ſubje& of the Teſt, you will 
impute it, and perhaps juſtly, to my being bred 


in the Balguy School, where the principles of 
the Alliance were warmly adopted. After ſay- 
ing this, I mult, in jaſtice to myſelf add, that 
1 ſhould not be ſorry to ſee a commiſſion 
iſſued, appointing a number of men of mode- 
ration and as well from the Laity 
as to reviſe and propoſe alterations 
in our Liturgy.— Wich my wife's beſt compli- 
ments, along-with my own, paar One = 
welpan ente, F am; dear Sir, 
Vour much obliged - 


JOHN — 


„be tempe emper and difp tion of the Editor, bis tet 
conduct, were known to this reſpectable correſp thei 
conſtant vo. p˙etation us Members of the — e. 

It was natural, therefore, that he ſhould | foicke; and = 

ing, after their lon ration, to receive from his ag os friend 

free _— graphic con yr wh . 

cei ve che anſwer — this written = | 

and only fig = by himſclf with feeble and * 3 2 

5 in the Editor” — iron, 
to contribute to his exculpation, he y 

Mr, Bourne, ſubmits this letter to the view of the Public, as 

his retli moni} given by a man truly reſpoBable for hs vine, and 

for the.manly vigour and i his character. 

Mr. Bourne was intimately — 5 — — 
ſriendſhip begun at St. John” s C in Cambrid — — 
after that, by the opportunities of 
and continued, without N — Mr. Luer, 
Dutin — Adminiſtration of 4 be had received the 

of a valuable Crown-benefice; bur when it became vacant, 
the promiſe was broken, and the Living was given to another, for da 
n aſſigved, or aſſignable, but his virtuous endeavours, in con- 
- with the Vorkſhire Gentlemen, to reſtore the purity 6f- 
our Parliament. Mr, Bourne bore his diſappaintmenr with u 
| di nified ſuperiority of mind, and unſhaken perſeverance in . 

| pou — and being the firſt of the Body ated cd to, who fu 
„ reſenrment, he was diſti ed by his 

excellent Friend j frog 


Martyr of the arne tg rupee; 
| B 2 LET TER 
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LETTER IX. 


From ＋ Yer: C. Wrvirr to the Rey. 
Jour BouRNE. 


, BuxToN- as, May 4; 1798. | 
My . > Raney 
I THANK you very much for! your obliging 


letter on the ſubject of my late Pamphlet, 
and am very glad to find the political part of 


it meets your approbation. Others, in oppo- 


ſition to Mr. Burke, appeared to me to have 
gone much too far, and I thought a Pamphlet 
coming from one who, had been forward in 
ſupport of Liberty, might, by drawing out 
and recommending a temperate Plan of Re- 
formation, prevent that confuſion which muſt 
be the conſequence of extreme doctrines 
adopted by any great proportion of the Na- 
tion. There is a fermentation begun in the 
mind of the Public, and it is high time that 
every Friend to Peace and Conſtitutional 
Liberty ſnould conſider whether thoſe objects 
are moſt likely to be ſecured by the method 
in which the majority of the Houſe of Com- 
mons concur with Mr. Burke, viz. by ſtoppin 
all Parliamentary inquiry into every ule 
alleged to exiſt reſpecting the Conſtitution, 
or by the means which the Yorkſhire Gentle- 
men formerly adopted, and, I doubt not, will 
again adopt, viz. by Petitions and other pacific 
exertions endeayouring to induce Parliament 
to do juſtice to their Conſtituents, In this 

way we acted together before, and have no 
reaſon to repent of what we have done; and 
in this way it is not impoſlible -that we may 
act _—_— again for the ſame laudable end, 
| although 


| 
ö 
F 
, 
1 
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although in other matters our ſentiments may | 


not exactly correſpond. For as I have ever 
been aware, that on the ſubjects of Religious 
Liberty, and ſome farther temperate Refor- 
mation of the Church, my opinions were dif- 
ferent from thoſe entertained by. many oy 
Gentlemen of our Committee, ſo I conclu 
they alſo were appriſed of this diverſity. of 
ſentiment; but, in general, I hope 1 chall be 
underſtood by no means to have intended the 
Defence of Dr. Price as a recommendation 
that the meaſures of a repeal of the Teſt, and 
a commiſſion, to reviſe the Forms of, 
Church, ſhquld be propoſed at Popular Meet- 
ings as the objects of their exertions en 1be 
preſent diſpoſition of the Nation; altho' I certainly 
do think that the Nation is without ſufficient 
reaſon averſe to thoſe meaſures; that it is right 
to endeavour, to diminiſh that averſion, and 
when diminiſhed, that it. would even be adviſa- 
ble at that ſime to bring thole meaſures forward 
at Public Meetings as the beſt and moſt likely 
way to prevent any extreme Reform in Re- 
ligion, juſt as our moderate meaſures of Par- 
liamentary Reform are perhaps the only mea- 
ſures which can effectually defeat the ſiniſter 
deſigns of Mr, Paine and the Republican Party 
in the State. I thank you very much for hav- 
ing endeavoured; to ſet ſome of your neigh- 
bours right in their ideas of my character, and 
I hope you will continue to think me a Friend 
to Moderation, as well as Liberty in Church 
and State. . 
I am, dear Sir, with great regard, 
Very ſincerely your's, 
C. WYVIEL. 


8 In 
From the Rev. C. WVVII toJames MARTIN, 
_ fas SE. 3 Eſq. 18 


N Bo rox-H ATL, April 28th, 792. 
ITT gave me great pleaſure to receive your 

letter, in which you expreſs your appro- 
bation of my late Pamphlet, with much kind- 
neſs perſonally to me, and with much warmth 
of attachment to the Cauſe of Toleration. I 
en very highly value the good opi- 
nion of thoſe whom I conſider as diſintereſted 
and worthy Patriots, which is the only light 
in which you can be conſidered ; and T ſhould 
have been happy to have heard your. opinion 
on the preſent ſtate of Reformation-Politics ; 
arten 7, whether you think there is any 
diſpoſition in the Body of the People of Lon- 
don, among the perſons of middling property 
more eſpecially, to make an attempt to reform 
the Repreſentation, without which nothing 
can be ſafe, and with which every thing that 
is deſirable or agreeable to the general ſenſe 
of the Public may be obtained. As Mr. Paine 
endeavours to put the People upon ſome what 
very different from mere Reformation, and 
backs his propoſal by holding out to the Poor 
anmuities to be had out of the 'ſuperflaous 
wealth of the Rich, I thought the extremely 
dangerous tendency of his licentious doc- 
trines required oppoſition, as much perhaps as 
the {laviſh tendency of the Publications of his 
Right Hon. Antagoniſt. I own I ſhould be 
extremely concerned indeed to find that any 
| conſiderable ' 
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conſiderable body: was formed on principles 
and with views which Lthink unjuſtifiable and 
pernicious in the extreme; aud it ſeems 
clearly to be the intereſt of the real Friends 
of the Conſtitution to endeavour that ſome 
ſubſtantial improvement may.: be*foor ob. 
tained, though far ſhort of what we may 
think our due, leſt in the progreſs: of a few 
years, or even months, events may occur 
which may prevent the poſſibility of any 
thing being done by quiet and orderly means. 
If Mr, Paine ſhould be able to rouge up the 
lower claſſes, their interference will probably 
be marked by wild work, and all we now po- 
ſeſs; whether in private property or public 
liberty, will be at the mercy of a lawleſs and 
furious rabble. I am ſtruck more forcibl 
with theſe ideas from almoſt every letter 
receive, having now no doubt that Mr. Paine's 
Pamphlets have been circulated more atten- 
tively and more ſucceſsfully in Yorkſhire and 
other parts of this kingdom than I was aware 
of when 1 wrote the Defence of Dr. Price; 
and in Ireland matters, I believe, are 
very faſt towards a criſis, from the impulſe of 
_ the fame writings, Whether Government, 
or the Oppoſition Ariſtocracy are duly (Fin 

of - theſe threatening circumſtances, I 
not, nor whether any ſerious intention bas — 
been adopted on either ſide to take the matter 
up; but it behoves the People, and particu- 
larly thoſe who are at their head, to conſider 
the beſt means to prevent danger from the 
extreme doctrines of Paine, and yet to avail 
IRS of the fermentation WL by 
em 
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them to effect ſome rational and ſubſtantial 
improvement of the Conſtitution. This was 
my view in writing the Defence; and in thoſe 
general ideas I flatter myſelf that you and many 
other gentlemen whom I highly reſpe&; do 
nearly concur. With reſpect to the particular 
meaſures mentioned in that Pamphlet, I am far 
from thinking they would carry our Conſti- 
tution to its utmoſt perfection; and could 
more be had, could a proſpect be opened of 
obtaining what I admit would be more per- 
Fe&, without riſquing the fatal dangers. on 
either hand, from the oppoſition of a power- 
ful Ariſtocracy, or the violence of a furious 
Populace, I ſhould not wiſh to ſee thoſe mea- 
ſures; or any ſhort of conſtitutional perfection, 
adopted by the Societies now forming in dif- 
ferent: parts of the kingdom. But conceiving 
theſe dangers to be very real and very immi- 
nent, I wiſh ſome prudent line may be dran 
by the advice of the old Friends of Parliamen- 
tary Reform in London and elſewherezto guard 
againſt the ſetting up of new and unconſtitu- 
tional ſchemes, and, as far as poſſible, to unite 
the People in the ſame purſuit. This has 
been done, in ſome meaſure, by the Conſtitu- 
tional Society, -who. have declared themſelves 
averſe to any change in Government by King, 
Lords, and Commons; but I fear you and the 
other real Friends to Reformation in that body 
may ſoon find yourſelves outnumbered by the 
newly introduced adherents of Mr. Paine and 
Reſolutions paſſed which are not conſiſtent 
with that prudent declaration; “ Mans fa = | 
For the Declaration by the Conſtitutional Society here alluded 
to, ſee the Preliminary Papers at the beginning of this Volume, 


od 1  * ._ add. bh. 
| 


„ 
deed, ſomewhat of that kind appears to have 
paſſed, and an approbation to have been 
to Mr. Paine's projects that ill aceords with 


the former practice and avowed principles of 


the Society. The meaſures of Political Re- 
formation mentioned in the Defence, as what 
would now probably ſatisfy the People, are 
more perhaps than the Country is yet ready 
to adopt, and to aſſociate to obtain; While 
perhaps in London they are ſhort of what the 
Leading Friends of Reformation think ought 
to be now aimed at. But in my ſituation here, 
as one of the Yorkſhire: Aſſociation, I'think it 
material to the general ſucceſs of the Cauſe 
not to take freſh ground, or to adopt more 
extenſive principles of PartiamentaryReforma- 
tion, without evidence (which, I have not) that 
the County of York probably would go that 
length. In what I have ſtated in the Defence, I 
think I have reaſon to aſſert. that the Aſſociated 
Body in this County, at a proper ſeaſon, will 
joln j but Ido not believe they will go farther. I 
wiſh therefore to ſubmit to vou, whether the 
London Reformers will not do well to drauy 
ſome line that may be excluſive of Paine's: 
projects, and not ſo greatly different from what 
the Aſſociations formerly ſupported as to en- 
danger their not acting together. If the ſame 
propoſitioris cannot be made the object of A. 
ſociation every Where, which I do not ſuppoſe 
they can be, yet fal ſticceſs will. much de- 
pend on their not being ſo different as to pre- 
vent the Whole weight of the ſeveral Aﬀocia- 
tions being united in the ſame, or very nearly 
the tomy direction, I 8 * dear Sir, you 


will 
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will excuſe my freedom in ing to you 
upon this ſuhject. It ariſes — my 
ſincere wiſh that the d we have in view 
may be obtained, not through the hazards of 
a civil war, but by regular and quiet means, | 
which can only be! feaſable by ſomething in 
the nature of a compromiſe, for the ſake of 
Be aſſured, my dear Sir, of my moſt 
— eſteem and regard, and chat it Would 
give me particular ſatisfaction to ſee you here, 
e eee into the North | 
of England: 1 
* Lam euer your moſt faithful ſervant, 
beet; WYVILL. 
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From lian. ae = 10 the Ker. 
| C. WrviLL. 


* * Downune-Sraner, 24s 279% | 
y Der Ste; 5 
"MUCH fear that you muſt. bave- 
me very uncivil and diſreſpectful to have 
remained ſo long without anſwering the letter 
you did me the honour of addreſſing to me 
on the 28th of the laſt month. I con aſſure 
9 1 1 the hegle& has not ariſen from 
any want of reſpect to you, but, on the other 
hand, from a diffidence in myſelf to give you 
any ſatisfactory anſwer on the important ſub- 
ject in queſtion. I have lately been 
larly prevented from attending Political Meet- 


r roy 


1 


NN 


being kn 
wounded, I am not yet ſo perfectly recoyered 


our converſation yu may hear from one 
us. If you ſhould not, you may conclude that 
matters are in ſuch an uncertain ſtate that, for 
the preſent, we cannot mention any thing in 


ſuch a manner as to be ſatisfactor7. 


(#7) 


tune of being one of the Committee 


2 


the Cirenceſter Election. I was confined for 


five hours almoſt every day, far nine. weeks, 


for about three weeks, I was rendered. inca- 


pable of applying to any other buſineſs which 


might increaſe my fatigue, by the accidens of 
knocked down in the Street, and badly 


but that Ifeel conſiderable inconvenience from 
much writing, or reading, or any.long/atteod- 


ance in numerous aſſemblies. But, excluſive 


of all this, I have for ſome years abſented my- 
ſelf from the Conſtitutional, or other Political 
ance in the Houſe of Commons is ſufficient 
public duty for any one man, and that the 


very r — 
I cruſt, my good Sir, that theſe will not 


appear to, you (whoſe good opinion I much 


value) as frivolous reaſons for not engaging 


in a variety of meetings for political purpoſes. 
My friends Mr, Batley. and his Son, whom I 
believe you know to be ſenſible,” as well as 


moderate men, are to dine with me on Satur- 


day. I ſhall take the liberty of communicating 


to them the contents of your letter, and 
think it very probable that in conſequence of 


© - - 


For 


by ballot to try the merits of the Petition on 


” 
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For my own part, I would earneſtly recom- 
mend good humour and gentleneſs to all well- 
meaning perſons. Fooliſh or wicked perſons 
will not be brought to reaſon by invective and 
reproaches; and I believe much more miſchief 
is done by harſh language and illiberal accuſa- 
tions of ill deſigns, than is generally imagined, 
I really believe that the number of thoſe who 
wiſh for miſchief and confuſion is compara- 
tively very ſmall. Though there may be 
many of weak judgment and conſequent indiſ- 
cretion, T flatter myſelf/that theſe will be re- 
rained by men of more fenſe and prudence. 


. 
; 


Believe me, Dear Sir, 
Very faithfully yours, 4 
© JAMES MARTIN.“ 


| i *02 


vlog friend of Liery ts ſes momentary parpl, by 
iſtingui i to ſerve a momen , 
the diſplay of feeling which by never felt, but — directly 
— „ and correſponding with his temper habi 
. congenial, muſt be a ſtranger to the emotions of philanthropy z 
and the man 'whoſe conduct is not guided by . can 
be no true friend to Liberty. From pride, m ue, from 
views of intereſt or ambition, he may be the partizan of the po- 
cauſe ; but he will never be its martyr ; be will never 
ere to it with the inflexible —_— of a Martin, throogh 
the viciſſitudes of a long political li 8 — 0 
and magnanimity of a Fox, renounce t on of power, on 
any terms but thoſe on which alone the Rights and Conſtitutional 
Freedom of the Nation can be ſecured. 1 
The Editor feels the utmoſt ſatisfaction in refleQing on the 
friendſhip of Mr. Martin, and his obligation to him for many 
former ads of kindneſs, ſome of which were of the higheſt im- 
portance, and were acknowledged before, in their proper place. 
The cordiality with which he affented to the Editor's requeſt to 
publiſh this letter, and another of his, dated June 18, 1794, has 
added a freſh obligation, which be gratefully acknowledges. - - - - 


; LETTER 


A 
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LETTER XII. 


From the Rey, WitLiam Mason to the Rey. 
C. Wyvitr. 


4 Axron, IM; I, 1798. 
Dear Sir, 


| ſent of. 
HY I received the pre 1 Pan 


phlet ſooner than about four days a 
ſhould not, from the depreſſion of ſpirits which 
a ſhocking event in my ſmall family very lately 
occaſioned, have been able to peruſe it; and at 
preſent I have done ſo only in a very curſory 
manner. The general idea which, however, 
I have thus, obrained of it, I am ſorry to ſay 
induces me. to think its publication very ill- 
timed, and. ill calculated for promoting that. 
* end, the Reformation of Parliamentary 

epreſentation, in which meaſure, I believe, 


you give me credit for having uniformly ated 


with you, As you have now choſen to deliver 


your ſentiments ſo explicitly on another point, 
which ſeems to me to have no connection with 


that, and have blended the two queſtions ſo 
together that, were you ſo. inclined, you can» 
not now put them aſunder; you will not, I 


ſuppoſe, expect that, if the Yorkſhire Aſſo- 


ciation ſhould again come into action, you 
will find yourſelf joined with equal cordiality 
by any perſons, — thoſe who think preciſely 
as you do in both theſe matters; which, I am 
obliged to ſay, I do not. This, however, you 
may aſſure yourſelf will not prevent me from 
being what 1 now ſubſcribe myſelf, 
| Dear Sir, 
Your very ſincere Friend, 
| W. MASON, 


22 —— — — - — ———__———_- — — 
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LETTER XH. 


— 


Fron the Rev. C. WYVILL 10 the Rev. 
. William Magon. - 
r Zu ron-Harr, May 10th, 1792. 
My Dear Sir, 


I WILL tell you the truth without reſerve; 
I was not quite prepared for what you 
have ſaid: to me in your letter on my late 
Publication, and I could neither read it nor 
anſwer it without pain. But I muſt not on 
that aceount delay my anſwer any longer. I 
now requeſt you to conſider whether the De- 
fence of Dr. Price contains any one material 
opinion reſpecting the Repeal of the Teſt 
Act, or the Reformation of the Church Which 
you have not heard me long ago ſopport in 


converſation, and which you do not recollect to 


have ſeen avowed by me in various Publica- 
tions. If, from your former knowledge of my 
ſentiments, you were not ſurpriſed on the 
perſual of my Pamphlet to find me declaring 
in favour of Eccleſiaſtical Reform and a com- 
plete Toleration, (which I believe you were 
not) why ſhould the public avowal of theſe 
ſentiments once more put an end to our po- 
litical - union, or leflen the cordiality with 
which we have long acted together in ſupport 
of what we both deem neceſſary, viz. a Refor- 
mation in the State. I can fee but one reaſon 
for it, and that I can truly aſſure you is 
founded on a miſtake, You may apprehend 
that it is my intention, whenever our Aſſſ- 
ciation is called into action again, to propoſe 
that on that Plan of Political Reformation 

n | which 
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which we alike approve, theſe meaſures of 
Toleration and Spiritual Reformation ſhould 
be engrafted on which our ſentiments are not 
agreed. But I have no heſitation to declare, 
that 1 wiſh theſe ſubjects to be kept entirely 


diſtint ; that whenever a time arrive 
when the Repeal of the Teſt Act, or ſome 
moderate Church Reform, might be | 
with a good proſpect of faccels, I ſhould deem 
it my duty to ſapport thoſe meaſures at Pub- 
lic Meetings, which I have allo declared before 
to ſeveral Diſſenters, but that I do not think 
ſuch time is yet arrived, and I ſee no reaſon 
to think that it is likely ſoon to arrive. Our 
difference of opinion on theſe ſubjects may 
probably long remain, what it has hitherto 
been, a mere difference in ſpeculation. You 
have publicly declared your opinion againſt 
a Repeal of the Teſt Act; I as publicly have 
declared mine for it. 1 can unite with you as 
cordially as before in ſupport of the Rights of 
Election, and I hope you will do the ſame with 
me. I wiſh this from motives of ſincere 
friendſhip and perſonal regard, but ſtill more 
from reaſons of a public natu nature. 'For if Tam 
not totally miſtaken in the political circum- 
ſtances of this time, we are drawing near to 
a more ſerious criſis than we before experi- 
enced, when the union of men of moderation 
in their views of Reform may be the only 
means of preſerving the country from the 
miſchiefs of anarchy and confuſion on the one 
hand, or the ſuppreſſion of every popular 
right on the other, with -a confirmation of 


that corrupt ſyſtem of Government we 
ave 


' 
; 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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have united to oppoſe. I believe my publiea 
tion has been of uſe to prevent the ſpreading 


of wild Republican doctrines, and to promote 
juſt ideas of the neceſlity of ſome temperate 


improvements in our Civil Conſtitution, But 


ſtill diſputes may run high; and to guard 
againſt the fatal effects of extremes on either 
ſide, it is much to be wiſhed that the great 
Aſſociated Body of the County of Vork may 
continue diſpoſed to act with *. former tem- 
per and unanimity. 7 
I have the happineſs to tell you Mrs. Wyvill: 
has been lately brought to bed of another menu] 
both now quite as I could wiſh them. 

I am ever, my Dear Sir, 1D 
Your very ſincere Friend. 

10 C. VIII. 


* 
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LETTER = 
"Bhs FY Rev. WILLIAM Mason to be 
Rev. C. WrVIII. = 


Corcrove, May 21, 1792. n 


Dear Sir, 


1 AM very ſorry that my, letter ſhould have 
given you the leaſt degree of pain, I am 
ſure it was far from my intention that it ſhould 
do ſo; and I ſtill think that I expreſſed nothing 
in it but what you muſt previouſly have ex- 
peed that I would, whenever I found myſelf 
obliged either to write or talk to you on the 
ye of your Pamphlet; and it is my wiſh, 
in this ſecond letter, not to ſay more to you 
than may tend to aſſure you that ſhould I live 
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to ſee another County Election, which at m 
time of life is very doubtful, I ſhall ſtrictly a 


here to thoſe principles of the Yorkſhire Aﬀo; : 


ciation to which I formerly ſet my hand. With 
me Litera ſeripta manet, whatever it has done, 
or may {till do, with others of that Body. But 
to frequent Public Meetings, &c. is what I 
have for ſome time reſolved ſedulouſly to 
avoid; neither do I think 1 ſhall be eaſily in- 
duced to write any thing concerning Parlia- 
mentary Reform, much as I wiſh-its fucceſs; 


or Church Eſtabliſhment, much as I ſuſpect its 


ſubverſion, unleſs my inactivity. ſhould be pub- 
licly miſconſtrued to proceed from ſelf-intereſt, 
or ſome other mean party motive, of which 
my own conſcience at preſent perfectly excul- 
pates me, and I truſt will de-through the re- 
mainder of my days. This faid, I hope to 
maintain that private friendſhip with you 
which J have ever profeſſed, Nay, I farther 
hope that you will not think me more hoſtile 
to the Diſſenters than my Brother-Trinitarian, 


Mr. Fox“, who, once upon a time, did not 
| * greatly 


® In the debate alluded to Mr. Fox did profeſs his adherence 
to the Church of Eoglandy undoubtedly he ill adheres to 
our Epiſcopal eſtabliſiment, n forming a uſeful, if not a 2 
branch of our Conflitution, But this profeſſion of our great P = 
loſophic Stateſman is ſutely not equivalent to a deflararion of his 
belief of the whole Alhanaſian Creed, which no one could ſeriouſly 
ſuppoſe him to make. On the qccafion alluded to, he was, and he 
ſill is a friend to the abolition of Teſts, and to the equal enjoy- 
ment of Civil Rights by every Citizen, whatever may be his reli- 
gious creed, And the-Right of Suffrage in Parliamentary Elec- 
tions, the Right of Eligitulity to fit in Parliament, the Right of 


Admiſſibility to ſerye the Country in any Office of Executive 


Government, &c. are all Rights of which no Citizen ought to be 
deprived, merely on account of opinions reſpeRing religion. In 
theſe ſentiments of Mr, Fox; the Editor a his — 


— — _— 
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greatly befriend them; and I ſuſpe&, were he 


again in Adminiſtration, would not be more 
in the odour of ſanctity with them than Mr. 


=» 


Pitt at preſent is. | 
T heartily congratulate you on the acceſſion 
of another ſon, and I ſincerely wiſh Mrs. Wyvill 
i a ſpeedy 


and meaſures correſponding with theſe ſentiments, he canceives, 
would tend to 22 the diffufion of knowledge and truth, to 
ſecure the eſtabliſhment of our Church, and to extend general 

peace and harmony throughout the Empire; and at the ſame time 
to augment our means of defence, and more completely to ſecure 
us againſt every attack of an invading Foe, And yet he, no more 
than Mr. Fox, ought to be conſid ered as one of Mr. Maſon's 
Brother-Trinitarians. But, after this avowal, be will not have 
Juſtice done him, if he ſhould" not be claſſed with thoſe who moſt 
fincerely believe the truth of the Goſpel, and who would ſupport 
a temperate Reformation of the Church, not from indifference to 
the cauſe of Religion, not from a boſtile wiſh thus to promote the 
ſubverſion of our Eftabliſhment, but from their deep conviction 
that thus the influnence of rational Religion, and the moſt im- 
portant intereſts of Mankind, would be moſt eſſectually promoted, 


* + 1t a Satitiſt leſs witty than Mr. Maſon ſhould ground his ri- 
dicule of an obſcure individual upon ſome flight analogy, or 
diſtant robability, in ſuch a caſe; to examine his ſatire ſeriouſly, 
would be idle as it would be to diſſect a bubble, or to untwiſt the 
threads of the Goſſamer. But when the ſarcaſm comes from the 
rival ® of Pope and Horace, and affects the reputation of our great 
philoſophic Stateſman, it cannot ſurely be improper to beſtow on 
it a few moments conſideration, and, by oppoſing facts to ridicule, 
to diſarm it of its ſting. | ; 

It may be obſerved, then, .that th{foture opinion of the Diſ- 
ſenters, reſpecting their Adyocate, Mably will be formed as other 
men have uſually formed theirs in ſimilar caſes, by comparing his 
then preſent conduct with the paſt, particularly as it may relate to that 
2 which is to them peculiarly intereſſing, viz. the repeal of 
the Teſt-Acts, &c. But it is not eaſy to diſcover any fact which 
afforded the lighteſt preſumption in 1792, that Mr. Fox, on any 
ſuppoſable change of fituation, would abandon the doctrine of 
Toleration, and deſert the Difſenters. He bad not then, indeed, 
given that pledge on which they ſo juſtly rely, that he would not 
accept an official tation, without including the repeal of the Teft- 
Act, as one of his flipulations, But from the earlieſt part - -1 

es „ politic 


5 


» This will not be thought exaggerated praiſe by thoſe who have read his 


Hetoic Epiſtle, and ſome other pieces known to be his, though not publicly 
owned by Mr, Maſon, 


| 
| 
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a ſpeedy and perfect recovery. I write this 
from our excellent friend Mr. Duncombe's 


hoſe, to whom I have made a viſit, on find- 
ing he was much affected by two late loſſes, 


political life, to the date of this letter, Mr. Fox had uniform 
ſupported every attempt in Parliament to free Diſſenters of all de- 
nominations, as far as poſſible, from the hard(hips of their con- 
dition. On the applications to Parliament by the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters for relief from the ſubſeription required of them, 
ſererally made ia the yeats 1752, 1773, and 1779, Mr. Fox was, 
their advocate, After this aſſiſtance fad been given, and ulti- 
mately with ſucceſs, the Difſenters were highly ſatisfied with tum, 
rill his coalition with Lord North, in 1783. On that occaſion, 
trom a quick ſenſe of duty, they ſhewed their reſentment to Mr. 
For, and ſed that meaſure, and the ſubſequent India Bill, to 
the utmoſt of their power. And yet, in 1790, he generoully in- 
troduced their application for the removal of the Teit-Laws; and 
the ſpeech he made on that occafion would illuminate a well- 
informed and comprehenfive mind on the ſubje& of Toleration, 
His application, grounded on a petition 'for the repeal of the 
Yenal ä — of. King William III. was made on the 1 ath of May, 
1792, with fingular force and eloquence, but was negatived, by a 
majority of 142 againſt 64 ; and theſe ſtatutes, as, well as” the 
Teſt-Laws, unfortunately continue in force. On ſimilar appli- 
cations by the Catholics, in ſeveral inſtances, for relief, about that 
time, Mt. Fox repeatedly diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the liberality. 
of his conduct; and his powerful affiſtance contributed materially 
to the ſucceſs of their applications, an 
From this plain recitai of facts, it is evident, that Mr. Maſon, 
in hazarding the ſarcaſm in queſtion, laboured under ſome miſap- 
rn which it is not eaſy to trace to its ſource, It is pol- 
ble he alluded to the oppoſition of Mr. Fox, is 1772, to the ap- 
plication of the eſtabliſhed Clergy for relief from their ſubſcrip- 
tion to the Thirty.nine Articles. But this, Which was the firſt 
remarkable action of Mr. Fox's political life, would be rather im- 
properly cited as an inſtance in which be bad net befriended the. 
Diſemters, His refuſal to aboliſh that ſubſcription might be felt 
as a hardſhip by the petitioning Clergy ; it might be lamented by 
the friends of rational religion, as à bar to the progreſs of im- 
provement in our National Church ; but it marked no unfriendly. 
diſpoſition to the Diſſenters. And the ſubſequent efforts of Mr. 
Fox in fayour of Toleration, have inconteſtably proved him ta. 
be the ſteady friend of Difſenters of every claſs, on the moſt en- 
larged and generous principles of Toleration. A 
Mo ran none y to add, that the PENS —_ facts 
taken from a communicated is excellent fri 
Dr. Diſney, on , he ien with confidence, and 


wioſe Kind aſſiſtanoe he * with ** 
| 2 an 


f 
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and that particularly of our mutual friend 
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Mr. Weddel, whom (notwithſtanding our dif- 
ference in political matters) we both of us ſin- 
cerely loved. Had not my Whitſuntide duties, 
and tlie added one of preaching to a paro- 
chial club which I have lately formed, called 
me back to Aſton, I ſhould certainly have ac- 
companied him to, Burton-Hall, whither 1 


find he means in a few days to ſer our, 


Believe me to be, my dear Sir, 
, Your very ſincere friend, 
W. MASON. 


LETTER Xv. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLlL 10 the Rer. 
WILLIAM MAsoN. 


. Buzron-Hali, 281th, 1792. 
My Dear Sir, wages 
WAS niuch mortified to find that ſome 
indiſpenſable engagements prevented you 

accompanying Mr. H. Duncombe to Burton 

laſt week, as you kindly wiſhed. If you 
could have given me the pleaſure oſ your 
company, I think it would have made me 


| Happier then than on any former occaſion. 


Jam fore the intention or inclination; to give 
it was never more friendly or more obliging. 
In the courſe of the ſummer, perhaps, I may 
be more fortunate, and therefore I will in- 
form you how 1 am likely to be engaged- 
— next week, which 1 ſhall ſpend at Leven- 

I ſhall be at 5 — end of June: 


al 
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at that time we propoſe going to Burlington 
with all our children, and if we find the ſea- 
air agree with them, we ſhall ſtay thee till 
the beginning of September. We ſhall then 
return home, and we ſhall be extremely 
happy to ſee you here either at that time, or 
in June; if that month ſhould be more agree- 
able Toyo. TE TIES * 

With reſpect to politics, our ſentiments, I 
believe, are as nearly the ſame as ever, and 
not more different on church affairs than they 


were before. In reality, the difference of | 


our opinions is not ſo much, perhaps, a dif- 
ference in principles, as in our fears and ap- 
prehenſions; for I would no more conſent that 


our religious eftabliſhment ſhould be aboliſhed - 


than you would. I perceive that Paine's wild 


doctrines may too probably prevent any re- 
form in the State, becauſe they excite the 5 


fears of many good men; and, for the very 
ſame reaſon, it is not improbable that the vio- 
lence of Dr. Prieſtley may retard the acqui- 
ſition of much good in matters appertaining to 
religion, 122 
Tam, &. tr: a EI 
C. WYVILL.* 


* The Editor feels with regret, that he ought not to ſuppreſs 
this letter; and yet, that he is not at liberty ts expunge an ex- 
preſſion, which, according to his opinion at preſent, conveys an 
exaggerated cenſure of the conduct of Dr. Prieſtley, and conſe- 
quently may give the Reader an impreſſion of his character which 
would be too diſadvantageous to be juſt. He onght to publiſh 
this letter, becauſe it may ſerve, in connection with the reſt df 
the ſeries, to explain the riſe of that diſſention, which, in a ſhort 
time after this. rendered the tre- union of the Yorkſhire Gentlemen, 
on the principles of their Aſſociation; totally imprafticable. - But 


juſtice be done to a truly victuous and much- uted = 


man ; and the cenſure which cannot be 


of the aggravated meaning which it may be 


aged, ſhould be ſtript 
thought to bear, and 
reduced 


r — mꝓ 7,7, , — —— — — — — 
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be, and it is with alacrity confeſſed, 


moſt uſeful purſuirs, as a Philoſopher, a Mo 
Dr. Prieſtley deſerves high commendation ; but as a praftical Po- 
'litician and a Reformer, his conduct was lefs perfect. In thoſe 
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LETTER XVI. 
From the Rev. C. WrviLL to SAMUEL SHORE, 
N 07% ee 23. 2D 
3 | ; Bonxrox-Hars, May 24, 1792. 

My Dear Sir, 6 24 | 
YT RECEIVED your ſhort note from the 
4 Committee-Room of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and am happy to find the Defence off 
Dr. Price meets your approbation and your 
reduced to that ſenſe which truth and juſtice 2 It ſhould 

in the ſcale of human 
merit, Dr. Prieftley ſtands as high as, - perhaps, any of his co- 
temporary worthics; that he has laboured, with indefatigable zeal 


and ability, to promote the happineſs of his fellow-men, by his 
inſtructions in morals and religion, and by his diſcoveries in na- 


tural philoſophy ; that he has borne the moſt outrageous perſecu- 


tions of his ungrateful Countrymen with fortitude and ma 


mĩty; that as an advocate for rational religion, and the complete 


enjoyment of the rights of conſcience, he has fearlefsly purſued 
the dictates of his enlightened mind, and thus has attained a high 
degree of perſonal dignity and true merit. - But Dr. Prieſtley was 
the leader of a body of men who claimed conceſſions which could 


only be obtained from the conſent and —— of the Public 


nd the Legiſlature, And it appears unqueſtionable now, that 
exertions would have been more likely to procure entire freedom 


of conſcience, and to accelerate every practicable and ſafe Reform 
In the national eſtabliſhment of our Church, if there had been, in 
his polemical writings, leſs hoſtility to the powers that are 3 if he 


had forborne to advance bis claims with a tone of defiance ; and 


had adopted the policy of conciliation, yet without a ſacrifice of 


cither probity or ſincerity, For a life „ * 55 the 
otaliſt, and a Divine, 


reſpects, his noble qualities probably led him into error. From 


his fearleſs intrepidity, and his warm and difinterefted zeal for the 


promotion of religion, he ſeems to have been too apt to flight the 
conſiderations of prudence, and to paſs over thoſe boundaries of 


ſafe and beneficial Reform, which a wiſe policy would preſcribe. 
- Hence his hoſtility to all * A eſlabliſuments; hence his acknow - 


ledged aim, not to reform, but to overturn our National Church ! 
And here the only point of juſt reſemblance between him and 
Mr. Paine! In every other view of perſonal character, or of uti- 
lity to mankind, the ſyperior merits of Dr. Prieſtley would admit 
no compariſon with the Anglo-American Revolutioniſt. on. / 
25 £ on's. 
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ſon's. I wiſh it may do good; and in that caſe 
1 ſhall cheerfully ſtand an attack from bigots 
and tools of power, whoſe rage indeed is the 
ſureſt ſymptom that a liberal book is written 
not wholly without effect. I long for a larger 
letter from you on the ſubject of Mr. Fox's 
Trinitarian Debate, and alſo: on the ſtate of 
politics in London reſpecting Reformation, 
civil and religious. In the country, I am per- 
ſuaded that the temper and opinions of the ma- 
jority, are more deciſively than ever for Parlia, 
mentary Reformation. But I have no reaſon to 
thiok that there is any thing like a majority in 
favour of a Repeal of the Teſt Act, or a Re- 
formation of the Church. Therefore, though 
thoſe ſubjects are united together in the De- 
fence, and in fact alſo may be united at ſome 
future time as the objects of popular purſuit. 
I am perſuaded it would be totally improper 
now to connect them together at any Public 
Meeting here, and I ſhould ſuppoſe it equally in- 
expedient in London, I am glad, on this account, 
to ſee, your new Aſſociation has avoided any 
ſuch .intermixture, and on a curſory peruſal 
of the Declaration and Addreſs this morning, 
I highly approve them both. 
I beg my compliments to your ſon, and 
hope you have the ſatisfaction to find that 
inoculation has anſwered better with you 
than it did at Burton; though, thank God, 
we have now little reaſon to complain, as my 
little boy is quite ſtout, and the. reſt of the 
Fg well. I am ever, 
ith great regard, my dear Sir, 
. Mol ſt N your's, 
C. WYVIEL. 


n 
LETTER XVII. 
Fron Sau vl Snore, Eſq; to the Rev. 
C. Wrvyirr. 1 
2 2 8 | $48 CLAPHAM, May 3, 1792, 
My Dear Sir, . 04 cit J 
JF OU would receive 'a few haſty lines 
from ine, written in the Committee- 


Room leading to the gallery of the Houſe of 


Commons, and which I was obliged to con- 
clude very abruptly to ſecure a proper ſitua- 
tion for the approaching debate. I muſt now 
repeat my ſincere and cordial thanks for your 
very manly, ſiheral, and well- timed Pamphlet, 
which I haye the ſatisfaction of ſaying I find 
to be almoſt univerſally approved, and by 


moſt highly commended, as it certainly de- 


ſerves to be. Whether ſome will continue 
to ſpeak of it, ſince the watch- word given 
out by the Miniſter laſt Monday, may well 
be doubted. © Few expected from him ſuch: a 
declaration as I underſtand he then made,'in 
order to extinguifh, as far as he could, all 
ſpirit of Reform; though none were ſurpriſed 
at Burke's preſence, nor at his ſtrenuous op- 


poſition to every idea of improvement in the 


Repreſentation of the People. I am very ſorry 
I was not in the gallery; but the ſcene on Mon- 
day then exhibited was ſo unlooked for, that I 
had no idea of going thither on the occaſion, I 
ſay I am concerned I was not preſent, becauſe 


on ſuch an intereſting topic, when a_man of 


Mr. Pitt's talents and conſequence, and of 


whom 1 had formed a good opinion, contra- 
2 | _ diets 


* 


(#) 
dicts his former profeſſions and conduct, I 
ſhould have wiſhed to have been able to paſs 
my judgment of him from his own words, 
heard by myſelf. But from what I read in 
the papers, and hear on all hands, it appears 
as if he had not only given up a Reform of 
Parliament himſelf, but was inclined to ſup- 
preſs the laudable exertions of others to effect 
it, You will have heard or read of a new 
Society, inſtituted: expreſsly for the ſole pur- 
poſe of promoting a, Parliamentary Reform. 
On my firſt hearing of this Society, I heſitated 
ſome time whether I ſhould become a Mem- 
ber of it br no, and principally becauſe it was 
originally compoſed of Oppoſition Members; 
therefore I did not know whether party views 
might not enter into their ſcheme; but on 
being appriſed of the contrary, and having no 
objection to the terms of their declaration, 
which I think ſtrictly eonfor mable to the plan 
of your late Publication, and to our former 
Aſſociation, I and my fon entered our names 
in a very reſpectable liſt of the Members of it, 
which you will ſee annexed to the Declaration. 
I am really hurt to be obliged to think of 
Mr. Pitt as I muſt now do, from his behaviour 
on Monday laſt, according to what I hear of 
it; and if the accounts publiſhed and related 
be juſt, I do not fee how the conſiſtent friends 
of a Reform in the Repreſentation can con- 
tinue to ſupport him any longer. The So- 
cicty I have above mentioned will have one 
of their Meetings next Saturday. I rejoice to 
ſee in their number ſome very reſpectable 
converts to Reform, particularly Mr. Baker 
of Hertford(hire, The 


| 
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The Slave buſineſs, I hope, will be ſettled 
tolerably, though not quite as the true friends 
of humanity and juſtice could have wiſhed. 

With my reſpectful compliments to Mrs. 
Wyvill, and remembrances to my young 


friends, | W 
I remain ever, dear Sir, | 
' Moſt cordially your's, 
© vg 4 SAMUEL SHORE.“ 
Muy ſon begs his beſt reſpects. 


* The worthy Author of this letter, Mr. Shore, is connected 
with Derbyſhire by his moſt confiderable property, and a long 
reſidence in that County; with Yorkſhire, b p „ and | 
the active part which during ſeveral years he took in our po- 
litical ſtruggles. At an early period of, his manhood he was 
diſtingui by the confidence of the independent Gentlemen 
of Derbyſhire, who ſpontaneouſly offered to elect him their 
Repreſentative in Parliament, This flattering offer Mr. Shore 
thought it prudent to decline. At a ſubſequent period, he was 
honoured with the confidence of the Yorkſhire” Committee, by 
whom he was appointed one of their Deputies to the General 
Meeting of Deputies held in London in the years 1780 and 1781. 
And he has well deſerved that confidence, and the high eſtimation 
in which his character is held, wherever it is known. 

Mr. Shore is a man of an enlightened mind, and of unſollied 
honour, in the genuine ſenſe of that word ; ardent in the cauſe of 
Civil and Religious Liberty; yet a ſincere friend to the principles 
of moderate Reform, and to rational Freedom, Peace, and Order 
in the Church as well as in the State. His character has been uni- 
formly marked by a calm and ſedate intrepidity, by a diſintereſted 


zeal, and a correct conſiſtency of conduct in the purſuit of Public 


The Editor feels himſelf much honoured by the unlimited con- 
fidence which Mr. Shore has placed in his diſcretion, by allowing 
With ba eee acknowledges he vegual Na rely peice 

ith his grateful acknowledgments he i otic 
Friend to accept the aſſurance of his high regard. 


— 
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LETTER XVIII. 


Hom SAMUEL Snore, Eſq; to the Rev. 
8. Wrvixr. poo 


CLarnan, May it, 1792 


My Dear Sir, 


A you may probably hear various ſtrange 
and unfounded reports concerning the 
Sheffield Conſtitutional Society, I ſend. you 
on the other ſide a copy of the beſt ac- 
counts I could procure of it, which I have 
reaſon to think is authentic, and which ſeems 
to furniſhno cauſe for.thoſe alarms which have 
ſeized ſome people's minds at its inſtitution. 
I had, by a perſon I knew was acquainted with 
ſome of the Members, adviſed them to omit 
the exceptionable paſſages, in a cheap edition 
of Paine's firſt book, which they were about 
publiſhing, and which. I underſtand they ſaw 
the propriety of ; but when they had nearly 
finiſhed printing the book, doubts aroſe among 
them whether they onght to publiſh it with- 
out leave from the Author, Leave was there- 
fore aſked, and granted upon condition that 
the printed: an unmutilated edition of it, and 
diſpoſed of it to their own Society only, In 
the laſt Sheffield Paper (Gale's) of the 4th inſt. 
there is an advertiſement from this Society, 


in which, among other things, they ſay, The 


grand and only object of theſe Inſtitutions is a 
fair and equal Repreſentation of the People in 
Parliament.” Thus far I had written when 
this letter is dated, but being ſuddenly inter- 
rupted, and prevented Fas reſuming my pen 
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during the remainder-of laſt week, I am now 
proceeding to finiſh my letter on Monday the 
14th, - The day my letter was begun was an 
important one, on account-of Mr. Fox's Mo- 
tion fox, the Repeal, of the Religious Penal 
Statutes. My ſon and I attended the debate, 
and were highly gratified with Fox's two 
ſpeeches, and the others delivered in ſupport 
of the Motion, alſo with the very little which 
the able men who thought fit to oppoſe it 
could bring forward againſt the weighty ar- 
guments urged in its favour. Notwithſtand- 
ing which, you will ſee by rhe papers that 
numbers prevailed on the other ſide. I fear 
there 'is no good account of the debate 
printed; for Woodfall was ill and not preſent; 
and the Morning Chronicle, which ſome ſay 
is now the beſt Reporter of the debates, tho 
not ſo much at length as Woodfall's Paper, 
has but a poor account of what was faid that 
day. Mr. Fox's opening ſpeech was calm and 
clear, and ſuppoſed to be one of the beſt open- 
ing ſpeeches he ever made, . His reply was 
excellent. Mr. Smith's anſwer to Burke was 
very good and argumentative. Mr. Adam 
and Lord North both ſpoke exceeding well 
on the ſame ſide, It was faid that Sir Henry 
Houghton made ſame good obſervations, but 
we could not hear him in the gallery. He ap- 
peared to us to ſpeak with more readineſs and 
fluency than he is in general accuſtomed to 
- do, Burke, who now ſeems never to attend 
the Houſe but to oppoſe good, and to promote 
miſchief, was there full charged, with his 
pockets ſtuffed with news-papers and pam- 
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phlets, from which he read, in bis macher, 
ſeveral: papers which had a conſiderable effect 
upon the Houſe, though his ſtatement: of them 
would not ſtand the leaſt cool examination 
from thoſe who were acquainted with the 
circumſtances and the ſubjeR. It is a pity 
one could not have his whole ſpeech: exactly 
as it was delivered; as it would furniſh: ſo 
complete au internal refutation of itſelf, and 
exhibit ſuch a maſs of abſurd and unfounded 
combinations, with a variety of miſtakes and 
miſrepreſentations, as well as unwarrantable 
concluſions. ' He ſpoke for upwards of two 
hours, and when Fox in his reply came: to the 
juſtification of his own ſentiments reſpecting 
French affairs, he (Burke) walked acroſs the 
Houſe, and feated himſelf on the Treaſury 
Bench, between Pitt and Dundas, to the great 
entertainment of the whole Aſſembly. But 
what can I ſay of poor Pitt, if I may be per · 
mitted the uſe of ſuch an epithet to a man of 
his talents and ſituation, which however ſeems 
not inapplicable to one who, on two late im - 
portant queſtions, has ſo flatly contradicted his 
former declarations, and on inefficient, if not 
unworthy grounds. I can only fay he could 
not extend his ſpeech on the occaſion to much 
more than a quarter of an hour, and I never 
ſaw him lower in the drama. Wilberforce, I 
can with pleaſure mention, voted with Fox, 
and when we were eating a little ſupper at 
his houſe, between two and three in the moru- 
ing, he ſaid he never was ſo hurt with a de- 
bate before. He was not at all in ſpirits, aud 
| een he did not declare it, it was natural to 
conclude 
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conclude he might be affected by having juſt 
witneſſed the indifferent figure his friend Pitt 
cut when at the head of his decided N 
You will have heard from Burgh. not 
think that either he or Wilberforce cam diſap- 
prove your book, though I do not know their 
hy opinions upon it. 
On Saturday we attended a Meeting Eons 55 

New Society, which was alſo an important 
day, as an anſwer to a/letter from the Conſti- 
tutional Society was then determined on, both 
of which you will ſee in the papers. Though 
I approve of a great part of the anſwer, 1 
could not bring myſelf to vote for it, on ac- 
count of ſome expreſſions it contains, and I 
was decidedly againſt the printing of them. 
On this laſt queſtion the Meeting was divided, 
thirty-two on each ſide, and: the Chairman 
determined it againſt us. The diviſion aroſe 
on the previous queſtion whether that for 
printing and publiſhing ſhould then be put or 
not. The letter from the Conſtitutional So- 
ciety was fooliſh and wrong, and the anſwer 1 
think not unexceptionable. A Society formed 
like the new'one, confining itſelf to one great 
obje&, and proceeding on moderate and con- 
ſtitutional grounds, muſt ſeek for its juſtifica- 
tion in the firmneſs and conſiſtency of its con- 
duct, and ſhould not permit itſelf to be driven 
by the reproaches of its enemies, or by the 
inadvertence and imprudence of thoſe-who 
are friendly to its objects, to harſnneſs of ex, 
preſſion, or to.any meafure which may. tend 
to ſeparate the Friends of Liberty, and to ali- 
enate the 3 of thoſe whoſe united ___ 
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it muſt have, in order to obtain its object; 
for it cannot be ſuppoſed to gain any of its 
now - determined adverſaries by} any declara- 
tion that can be made; and 1 CR doubt 
myſelf, but that the Societies, whoſe impro 
approbation of Paine and other ſimilar reſo- 
lutions I as much deplore as any one, will, by 
the preſent behaviour of moderate men, be 
brought to a thorough acquieſence and full 
ſatisfaction in an effectual Reform in the Re- 
preſentation of the People, without 


their ideas farther, when they ſee that ſuch a 


plan is taken up with earneſtneſs and yigour, 

What effe& the miniſterial cry lately raiſed 
againſt the meaſure will have in the country, 
I cannot - divine. This, perhaps, ſhould be 


known before any active proceedings are had 


for Public County Meetings, if ſuch are 
judged eligible.—1 congratulate you on Mrs. 
Wyvill being: ſafe in bed, and on another 
young Patriot being added to your family 
My ſon unites-in beſt wiſhes and $0621 
| = Your' s moſt cordially, 
SAMUEL SHORE. 
| | Mp, n. 
The following 655 an account 1 lately re- 
ceived in anſwer to ſome queries I ſent to 
Sheffield, in order to obtain as accurate intel. 
ligence as I could of the Society there for 
Conſtitutional information. The nature of 
the queſtions you will perceive | by the an- 
N ap The Society firſt — with 
four 
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four or five perſons, . Mechanics, without 
having the buſineſs in the leaſt ſuggeſted them 
by any one, The leading Ramon in it are 
conſidered in general as perſons of good cha- 
racters. It has been an objection againſt 
ſome of the Members, that they have been 
perſons fond of fiſhing in troubled waters, 
meaning, it is is ſuppoſed, the late ee 
Diſputes. 7 
- A. Parliamentary Reform is their profeſſed 
object, and the Friends of Liberty believe they 
keep this object in view; though timid per- 
ſons, and thoſe who are alarmed at the men- 
tion of a Reform, aſcribe. widely different 
motives to them, and aſſert that they aim at 
nothing but confuſion and diſorder. The 
writer of this has frequently converſed with 
ſome of the leading Members, whom he has 
found men of ſound underſtanding, with their 
minds.open to. information. Upan queſtion- 
ing them with reſpect to their views, they 
have always declared, that all they wiſhed 
was to ſpread information amongſt the lower 
claſſes of people, and to convince them of the 
exiſtence of abuſes, in order that they might 
join, whenever perſons of conſequence ſhould 
think it expedient to come forward, by Peti- 
tion, or any other legal peaceable way, ta 
obtain a Reform in Parliament. 

There are a few Quakers who are Members, 
but it has been ſaid they are not acknow- 
ledged by the Body. Some perſons of the 
firſt conſequence amongſt them, however, do 
not e 4 a ra. s proceedings, 
| | 2 e 
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though they do not appear in the buſineſs, —. 
A number of Methodiſts are Members. 

Ir is generally ſuppoſed that the late Reſo- 
lutions, which appeared in the papers, were 
ſuggeſted by ſome friend or friends of Mr. 
Paine from London; they were howeyer 
heartily reſolved by the Society. 

The Society ſpreads into all the villages in 
the neighbourhood. Active perſons in the 
Society make a point of going out into the 
villages to induce the people to aſſociate. 
Many of the ' ſubſtantial inhabitants feel 
alarmed ; others think it is not in the Society's 
power to effect any thing; and others look 
upon their growing ſtrength, and peaceable 
orderly behaviour, as likely to be in time of 
the greateſt ſervice to the country; and it 
has lately been reported, that a Society of 
ſubſtantial perſons was about to co-operate 
with the prefent Society, Such an one, it is 
known, has been in agitation ; but thoſe who 
were to compoſe it, their number being 
ſmall, ſeem to want that reſolution whict 
diſtinguiſhes their humble brethren,” | 

Another account ſays, That the Society 
commenced during the diſturbances laſt ſum- 
mer at Sheffield, which ſeemed to thoſe who 
ſet it on foot to ariſe from ignorance and 
licentiouſneſs; and it was the opinion of thoſe 
founders of the Society, that by inſticuting 
orderly and regular Meetings, to communi- 
cate and ſpread inſtruction and information to 
the lower claſs of people, and to ſuggeſt 
peaceable meaſures for gradual improvement 
la ſuch parts of Government as the people at 
large were much intereſted in, would be a 
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very likely and radical means of reſtoriag and 
© ſecuring order and regularity amongſt that 
claſs of people. One of the Meetings, at 
which a perſon was accidentally preſent, was 
conducted with order and regularity, it began 
with the Chairman's reading the minutes of 


the preceding Meeting, and afterwards ſeveral 


Members in ſucceſſion read ſelected paſſages, 


or whole publications that were ſhort, for the _ 
inſtruction of the _— all in favour of 


Liberty and peaceable Reforms, and particu- 
larly reſpecting the inadequacy of the preſent 
{tate of Repreſentation.” 

A few days ago I had a letter from Man- 
cheſter, which contains the following account : 
The principles of Freedom are ſpreadin 
here, (at Mancheſter) and ſince this time 12 
year there is a much greater alteration in 
people's ſentiments, in and about Mancheſter, 
than could. poſſibly have been expected by the 

warmeſt and moſt ſanguine advocates of Li- 


berty. There has lately been formed two 


Societies in Mancheſter, of the middling and 
lower orders, and they are increaſing in 
number very faſt : their obje& is an Equal 
Repreſentation in Parliament, and which they 
are determined firmly to adhere to till it is 
obtained. They profeſs themſelves friends 
to peace and good order, and that, fo far 
from wiſhing to create any riot or. confuſion, 
their intention is to be the firſt to quell any. 


They have ſome very ſenſible well · infor med 
people amongſt them.“ ry 


LETTER 
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- LETTER XI. 
From the Rev. C. WyvitL to SAMUEL SHORE, . 
= Eſq. v1 
Buzron-Hatt, May 28, 1792. 
My Dear Sir, 
AM much obliged to you for your intelli- 


gence reſpecting the Sheffield Aﬀociation, 
ſome of whole papers I mean to publiſh in the 


Collection. But, notwithſtanding their pro- 


feſſions of peace, I am not ſurpriſed to find 
that many perſons are very apprehenſive of 
tumults at that place, and I think theſe fears 
will rather increaſe than diminiſh as the Aſſo- 
ciation extends itſelf more into the neigh- 
bouring country, It is unfortunate for the 
public cauſe, that Mr. Paine took ſach uncon- 
ſtitutional ground, and has formed a party for 
a Republic among the lower claſſes of the 
people, by holding out to them the proſpect 
of plundering the rich. After having ſtirred 
up ſuch ideas in many parts of the three 
kingdoms, he {till goes : unproſecuted, and I am 
la of it; I wiſh he had been unnoticed too 
by Proclamation. But I am fatisfied he has 
excited ſuch fears among the great majority 
of quiet people, as will be found very difficult 
to remove, and will operate more, in all pro- 
bability, againſt any meaſures of Reformation, 
however temperate they may be, than any 
other circumftance whatever. Withaut ſuch 
a plea, Mr. Pitt would have found it almoſt 
impoſlible to object to the motion of the new 
Aſſociation, and many who now will follow 
him in that objection, would not have followed 
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him had it been made in leſs plauſible circum- | 


ſtances. I, for one, do therefore approve of 
the new. Aſſociation ſetting their flices fully 
and reſolutely againſt Mr. Paine, even though 
it be attended with a rupture with the Conſti- 
tutional Society, which, by having given their 
ſanction to Paine's molt pernicious projects, 
has made it neceflary for your. Society to 
diſclaim all fellowſhip or communication with 
them. This is, I own, an unfortunate cir- 
cumitance for the cauſe at firſt ſetting out; 
but as nothing can be done upon Republican 
ground, or in our ſituation ought to be wiſhed, 
I think the ſooner the popular party give up 
every idea of that kind, the better it will be 
for the Public; and it is material, not only 
that ſuch wild ſchemes ſhould be abandoned, 
but that every ſuſpicion of a partiality to them 
ſhould be done away as completely and as 
ſpeedily as poſlible. For this reaſon I much 
queſtion whether it will be prudent to circu- 
late even the caſtrated edition of Paine's 
pamphlets. If all that leads to Republicaniſm 
be ſtruck out of this edition, it muſt be a 
mangled, mutilated piece, and hardly can be 
intelligible, or any way coherent. If only a 
few of the molt exceptionable phraſes be ex- 
punged, the general tendency of the pamphlet 
will be the ſame as before, and the circulation 
of it will but prolong ſuſpicion. With reſpect 
to Mr. Pitt's late conduct on the notice given 
by Mr, Grey, and on Mr. Fox's. Motion 
againſt Perſecution, my ſentiments agree yery 
much with yours. It has loſt him many 
friends in Yorkſhire; and I will venture to 
predict, that if he perſeveres in this 5s 
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his incouſiſtence will be reprobated by every 


Friend of Freedom and Toleration in the 


kingdom. I ſtill am willing to hope, however, 


that he may fee reaſon to change his conduct 
next winter on the great queſtion then to be 


brought before Parliament. I beg my com- 


pliments to your ſon, and am ever, 

( Dear Sir, | | 
Moſt cordially your's, 
| C. WYVILL. 
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LETTER XX. 
From RALPn-Mixsax ks, Eſq; 10 the Rev. 
, C. WyviLL, | | 

88 $ngerpourn, May 3, 1793. 

Dear Sir, | 7 

HAVE had the pleaſure of receiving your 
letter, and ſome hours after the packet 
you had been ſo obliging as to ſend me ar- 
rived; for which allow me to return Mrs. 
Milbanke's thanks and mine. I will take care 
to ſend the pamphlers according to their di- 
rections. You will probably have taken notice 
that I have ſigned the two general propoſi- 
tions reſpeting a Reform of Parliament 


agreed upon at a Meeting at the Freemaſons” 


Tavern on the 26th of April, It has in- 
variably been my opinion that abuſes youu 
from length of time and other cauſes, ,crept 
into the Conſtitution, and that the correction 
of them ought to be attended to hy the Legi- 
ſlature. But the Legiſlature itſelf, and parti- 
cularly the Houſe of Commons, though ori- 
ginally as perfect as the knowledge and nature 
of the times would admit, having now de- 


D 3 viated 


x 
- CC é , ] . V CC CC CCC" CI c—_CCCC DER 7% ES 


(_54.) 


viated from the point of perſection upon 


which it had been formed, and this branch 
being generally the ſpring of all evil and all 
good, no improvement could be expected 
when the ſource from which it ſhonld ori- 


jnate was defective. Conceiving, therefore, 


that the firſt ſtep ſnould be a Reform of Par- 
liament, I had no heſitation in ſubſcribing my 
name, but, at the ſame time, wiſh it to be 
underſtood that my attachment to theprinciple 
and ground-work of our Conſtitution (namely, 
King, Lords and Commons) is ſo ſtrong that 
though I would correct abuſes, it ſhould be 
with a moderate and cautious hand, with a 
view to times and circumſtances, and not by 
ſtirring up or alarming the people, the con- 
ſequences of which cannot be foreſeen, but by 
a temperate and judicious mode of proceed- 
ing, ſo as to remedy evils ſooner or later, 


which have no reference to the ſpirit of our 
Conſtitution, by a conſtant attention to its 


principles, by a ſteady reſolution to preſerve 
its balance, and (to make uſe of the words in 
the late Addreſs to the People) not to change, 
but to reſtore ; not-to diſplace, but to reinſtate 
- the Conſtitution upon its true principles and 
. original ground, 

I muſt now beg to aſſure you how much Mrs, 
Milbanke and myſelf feel ourſelves obliged 
by Mrs. Wyvill's and your kind ſolicitude on 
the approaching event, of which I will molt 
undoubtedly give you early intelligence. f 

Jam, dear Sir, with great regard, 

Vour's very ſincerely, 
f RA. MILBANKE, 


+ It was a great ſatis faction to the Editor to receive permiſſion 
to publiſh this letter of his worthy Friend, and another m_ 
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Frm the Rev. C. WeviiL to Rarru 
Mirnanxe, Eg. : 
BuxToN-HALL, Moy 21, 1792. ; 


My Dear Sir, rage 
HAVE this moment received the letter 


which I have been waiting with anxiety for 


ſeveral days. I moſt heartily congratulate you 
on the ſafety of Mrs. Milbanke, and the birth 


of your daughter, and I hope you will be able 
to give me the farther ſatisfaction, in a few 
polts, that the Preſent good appearances have 
continued, and Mrs. Milbanke has'recovered 
as faſt as could be wiſhed. And after this 
happy addition to your family, I truſt another 


dated 5 13th, 1798, exaRtly as were written, He wiſhed 


to publiſh them expungin which contain 

ye eee ee eee the Reader 
thus will be more __— ſatisfied that he has befare him the genu- 
ine ſentiments of the Writer confidentially imparted to a Friend, 
without art or diſguiſe, and not a piece intended for the future in- 
2 of the Public. There is, perhaps, not one of our Public 

n who is more generally known to be in his temper and diſpo- 
fition the very reverſe of all that conſtitutes the true Jacobinical 
character; not one whoſe candour, benevolence, and ſuavity of 
manners more completely exempt him from the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion 
that he is capable of concurring in ſchemes calculated to a 
bloody Revolution. But the letter before us was written without 
art or ftudy, to a-friend, at the very time when the writer had 
juſt embarked with the Friends of the People in their my 
enterpriſe to corre and reform our Repreſentative Aſſembly, In 
the judgment of candid men, therefore, it will be conſidered as 


not only proving the moderation of his political views, and his 
purpoſe reſolutely to adhere do the Conſtitution, but as affording a 


ionable ground of aſſurance, alſo, that the views and political 
principles of the Body ta which he had joined himſelf, were fimilar 


to his own: their Political Faith, it may be juſtly concluded, 


nearly reſembled his, and his moderation was a p of their's ;: 

if he was moſt ſincere in hls profeſſions privately to a Friend, 

(which cannot admit a doubt) the fincericy of theic Public 

rations ought ſurely to be deemed unqueſtionahle. Ls. 
i IC OE year 
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year will preſent you with a boy, which all 
your friends wiſh, and none more e 
than myſelf. 

I have received the — iof your new 
Society for Reformation, which I much -ap- 
prove. The ground you have taken hitherto 
is right, in my opinion, and you have define 4 
your views as far as in the preſent ſtage of 
your undertaking is expedient. You have 
declared, in oppoſition to Mr. Paine and the 
Republicans, your reſolution to adhere to the 
general principles of the Conſtitution, at the 
very outſet of your, Aſſociation; and this 
morning, I find, you have anſwered a letter 
from the Conſtitutional Society with great 
force and equal prudence; in ſuch a manner as 
muſt ſtill more effectually remove all ſcruples 
and doubts which timid men might yet en- 
tertain, and which the Enemies of Reforma- 
tion will never ceaſe endeayouring to excite, 
Thus far, I think, all ſtands well and upon 
firm ground, But 1 wiſh to ſuggeſt to you 
the propriety of ſome further limitation of 
your views at a proper time, and more par- 
ticularly the neceſſity there is, if you would 
have the People ſupport you with vigour, 
not only that ſafe and temperate plans 
ſnould be propoſed to Parliament by your 
Society, but that, as much as poſſible, the 
people, in County and other Meetings, ſnould 
be induced firſt to adopt thoſe plans, and after- 
wards your Society take them from the 
County Meetings, and propoſe them to Par- 
liament; by which conduct you will. ſecure 
the ſupport of the people, and obviate the 
abjection that theſe meaſures come from a 
ſelf.· created body. Another 
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Another conſideration I wiſh to offer to 
you is, that it would be prudeot to vary (at 
the County Meetings which I ſuppoſe will be 
held in Durham and Northumberland} as 
little as poſſible from the general outline that 
has been traced before by other Counties and 
Places, which have ſupported the cauſe of 
Reformation on moderate principles. By 
adopting at your Meetings nearly the ſame 
general idea, for inſtance, reſpecting the Re- 

preſentation, which was approved in Yorkſhire 
about ſeven or eight years ago, and which 
was taken by Mr. Pitt as the ground of his 
plan, you would ſecure the cooperation of 
' Yorkſhire againſt every effort of the Miniſter's 
immediate friends, and probably thoſe of Lord 
Fitzwilliam too, and, by the ſame means, 
make it very diffieult. for Mr. Pitt to oppoſe 
in Parliament what was his own meaſure, or 
nearly ſo; and, if he ſhould oppoſe it, would 
make it impoſſible for him to excuſe his deſer · 
tion of his old principles. (The immediate 
friends of Mr. Pitt, whom I allude to as likely 
to do what they can to prevent Yorkſhire 
joining with you, are the Duke of Leeds, 
Lord Saliſbury, Lord Mulgrave, and ſome 
others of inferior note.) Of the ſentiments 
of Mr. Wilberforce and Mr. Duncombe, re- 
ſpecting the propriety of rene wing the at- 
tempt of Reformation next winter, I do not 
mean to ſpeak poſitively, as I really do not 
know them with certainty; but I flatter my- 
ſelf they will not ſeparate from their old 
friends, who adhere to theſe 'neceffary'mea- 
lures of, Reformation; notwithſtanding the 
declaration of Mr. Pitt's - boſtility- to the 
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motion of Mr. Grey. I own very frankly to 
you, I am one of many in this part of the 
country who are extremely. hurt by that de- 
claration of Mr. Pitt's, who think his objec- 
tion to it, in point of time, to be weak, and 
who apprehend danger only from the refuſal 


of Government to comply with the wiſhes of 
the People. In my opinion it is always a 


proper time to do national juſtice, and more 
particularly in a ſeaſon of peace and proſpe- 
rity, and when the People ſhew an increaſin 

earneſineſs that juſtice may be granted. If 
Mr. Pitt ſhould perſevere next winter to reſiſt 
all application for the redreſs of thoſe grie- 
vances which himſelf admits to exiſt, under 
the pretence that it is dangerous to redreſs 
them, I may venture to aſſure you he will 
not have many friends left in any part of 
Yorkſhire that I am acquainted with. | 


Mrs. Wyvill, who is now quite recovered, 


begs to join me in every good wiſh to Mrs. 
Milbanke, and I am, | 
My dear Sir, 
With great regar 
Your's molt ſincerely, _ 
C. WYVILL, 
DDr ———— 
IT TER XXIL .. 
Trum Profeſſor DN AR tothe Rev. C. Wryizi. 


Lownpon, gi » 1792; 
| Na. 3, Spur-Stret, 42 wi 


Kev. Sir, | Iv * | 
1 not honoured with your per- 
1 ſonal acquaintance, I cannot ſuppreſs my 
approbation of your performance, entitled a 
5 = Defence 
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Defence of Dr. Price and the Reformers of 
England; a performance, in my opinion, ſo 
liberal, ſo temperate, and ſo argumentative, 
that it cannot be regarded with indifference 
by the Britiſh Nation. N 2471-814 res 

My perſonal acquaintance with the late Dr. 
Price, and my coincidence in ſentiment with 
your maſterly vindication of his character, I 
offer as a further apology for this intruſion. 
Your opinions of Mr. Paine and Dr. Price are 
diſeriminated with exact propriety. Paine's 
motives of action were more equivocal, his: 
principles more queſtionable, his enthuſiaſm 
more exceſlive, and his ideas of Government, 
though incorporated with many ſolid obſer- 
vations, may approach a dangerous extreme. 
Vet Paine's productions, as well as Burke's, 
from whatever principles they originated, 
have operated with advantage on the public 
mind, by promoting diſcuſſions eminently in- 
tereſting to a Free People in an enlightened 
age. | #1 ny 
A pure ſyſtem of Government, like a pure 
ſyſtem of Theology, invites diſcuſſion, and the 
fall of ſuperſtition is not more eſſential to 
ſound religion, than the fall of every ſpecies 
of tyranny to ſound policy and the flouriſhing 
condition of nations. Freedom of diſcuſſion 
implies in it an appeal to reaſon, and to pre- 
clude that diſcuſſton by penal laws, or by any 
exertions of authority, is treachery againſt the 
Conftitution in a free Government, and in an 
arbitrary Government, the conſummation of 
tyranny. Paine and Burke, as antipodes in 
politics, may go round the globe without 
detriment to mankind, and the oppoſition of 

* | | contending 


— — — —Bv— — 
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contending theories will maintain that equi- 
librium in the ſyſtem of thinking, and in the 
paſſions of men, which is the beſt preparative 
imaginable for rational Reform, Give but 
liberty to the preſs, Reaſon is triumphant, and 
Deſpotiſm and Anarchy will equally diſappear 
among nations. , | 

Lord Verulum, in the laſt century, formed 


the deſign of rebuilding Science from the 


foundation, Men of Science in France, in the 
preſent century, have in ſome degree realized 
that deſign in the Philoſophy of Government, 
To erect, therefore, a nobler edifice on the 
broad foundations of the Rights of Men, was 
the only alternative for a People emerging 
into Freedom, and exonerating themſelves 


from that load of oppreſſion which had been 


endured for ages. But it is the glory of the 


Engliſh Conſtitution to be ſuſceptible of im- 
provement ſuitable to the viciſſitudes of ſo- 


ciety, the alteration of circumſtances, and the 
progreſſive civilization of the world. Tao 
ſuſtain, therefore, this venerable fabric by 
Conſtitutional Repair and gradual Reform, 
is the nobleſt effort of Patriotiſm and of Poli- 
tical Wiſdom. 

The avowed principles: of the Aſſociation 


| here, under the appellation of the Friends f 


the People, ſeem to correſpond exactly wit 
your temperate plan. And the introduction 
of the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform into 
the Houſe of Commons by Mr, Grey, muſt 
ive ample ſcope to this intereſting diſcuſſion, 
Every Briton, every man, ſeems to have a 
right directly or indirectly to ſome political 


exiſtence; and a more Equal wann. 
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of the People ſeems to be the panacea of cor- 
ruption in every Government. I regret ex- 
ceedingly that the Miniſter of this Country 
has not maintained that conſiſtency on the 
ſubject of Reform for which you gave him 
credit by a generous anticipation, But the 
more averſe the Britiſh Senate is to free diſ- 
cuſſion and rational Reform, the more is the 
national jealouſy excited, and the more unen- 
titled are the Members of that Senate to be 
called the Repreſentatives of the People. 

The abſolute neceflity of Reform riſes in 
proportion to the reluctance and antipathy 
with which it is regarded by thoſe orders of 
men, in whoſe hands are the engines of cor- 
ruption, and who are in poſſeſſion of uncon- 
ſtitutional influence. _ Permit me now to 
mention that 1 belong to the Univerſity of 
Aberdeen, and am Author of a Publication 
entitled Eſſays on the Hiſtory of Mankind. 
Far be it from me, Sir, on theſe accounts, or 
on any other, to arrogate to myſelf. lite 
pre- eminence. Yet my 'prof?ſfion, at leaſt, is 
numbered among the learned; and when I 
reſume my Lectures on the Philoſophy of 
Government, I ſhall think it an incumbent 
duty to mention your performance with juſt 
. commendation. * Mean-while I have ow an 

nour to be, with high reſpect, | 

Rey. Sir, 
© Your moſt obedient 
| and moſt humble ſervant, 
JAMES DUN BAR. A 
20 The lone 2 Cali or and without by te | 
the conſent of their Authors — the viouſly N none 


have de inſerted in "theſe the valy exception to this 
2 aſſertion 
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| LETTER xx. 
From the Rev. C. Wrvtxl to Profeſſor DuxsA R 


Bun rox-HATLL, near BepALE, Vorkpirt, 
May 16th, 1792. 


| Sir, | ; 
1 HAVE received the honour of your letter, 
and return you my beſt thanks for the very 
obliging manner in which you have been 
pleaſed to expreſs your apprebation of the 
Defence of Dr. Price and the Reformers. of 
England. The nature of my ſubje& pre- 
cluded me from taking notice of thoſe groſs 
abuſes in the Repreſentation of the People in 
affertion is to be found in ſuch letters as have been written by 


rſons who are now dead. In this caſe, a diſcretionary right 
rs to the Editor to have devolved upon him, to deci whes 
ther the lerters in quetticy ought to be publiſhed, or not; and this 
decifion could only be made properly upon a due confideration 
what public good might be ex to teſult from their appear- 


ance. | . 
Wich regard to Profeſſor Dunbar, that worthy man, and the 
reſpeRable author of this letter, for ſuch he appears to have been, 
the Editor has to obſerve, that ſuppofiog him ſtill living, he ap- 
plied for his conſent to the publication of it; and from a Relati 
received an anſwer, intimating that he died five years go, an 
t 


Fred 


expreſly declaring the non-conſent of that Relative to 
poſed publication. In purſuance therefore of the right devo 
upon him by the death of Profeſſor Dunbar, and becauſe the let 
in queſtion contains juſt and liberal ſentiments on points ſtill m 
diſputed, the Editor determined that it ought to be publiſhed; but 
not without feeling confiderable regret 3 could not gratify the 
Relative alluded to. He willingly would, if he could have done it 
without acting in a manner not eonſiſtent with his ideas of public 
duty. | 

1 may not be improper here to add, that ſome of the Editor's 
letters appear unaccompanied by thoſe letters of his Correſpondents 
to which they relate. Thus in this Number, the laſt three letters 
were written by the Editor to William Burgh, Eſq; but his ſhare 
of the correſpondence is ſuppreſſed ; not becauſe it was conſidered 
az unimportant or unfit to be publiſhed, bur becauſe his permiſſion 
ro publiſh it was aſked, but was not obtained. For this reaſon, 
other letters written to the Editor are alſo ſuppreſſed ; and in the 


ed 
ee oppreſſed for a dif- 
1 Scotland, 
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Scotland, which affect, I believe, not lady 
every Borough and City, but every County 
of that part of the Kingdom; but no one 
wiſhes more ardently than I do, that when- 
ever a ſyſtematical improvement of the po- 
pular branch of the Conſtitution ſhall be pro- 
cured for England; Scotland may obtain a 
ſimilar improvement, by the abolition: of ficth- 
tious Votes, and the extenſion of the Right 
of Suffrage to the general body of the Free- 
holders in the Counties, and hy throwing open 
to the Inhabitants of the Boroughs and Cities 
that right of Municipal as well as Parliamen- 
tary Election, which ſelf- elected Corporations 
have univerſally monopolized. At the fame 
time, when the increafing wealth and popu- 
lation of your Northern part of the 
are conſidered, it is impoſſible to overlook the 
great diſproportion which now exiſts, though 
at the Union a fair proportion may have been 
eſtabliſhed, between the Repreſentation which 
was allowed to remain in England, and that 
which was allotted to Scotland. If therefore 
we ſhall be fortunate enough to ſee the po- 
pular part of the Conſtitution in England. 
amended on the principles formerly propoſed 
by Mr. Pitt, I hope that may be a fit oppor- 
tunity to rectify this diſproportion in Scotland 
by a ſmall addition of eight or ten members to 
the Houſe of Commons. By that 
number, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen 
might be put upor a, footing of equality, as 
they certainly ought, with Towns 
in this part of the iſland; and the Counties 
which at preſent are intitled only to the pri- 


"_ of ie Repreſentation, * 


% © 


n 
freed from that diſgraceful peculiarity, and 


allowed conſtautiy and upon equal terms to 


participate in the Right of Repreſentation 
with the other Counties of Scotland. That 
our common Conſtitution may be rectified on 
the ſame equitable principles in every part of 
the Kingdom, is the wiſh of every juſt and 
prudent Patriot ; and the Yorkſhire Gentle- 


men, with whom I have long had the honour 
to act, expreſsly reſolved, a ſhort time before 


Mr. Pitt's propoſitions of Reform were offered 
to Parliament, that ſome of the meaſures 
which I have here mentioned reſpecting the 
Right of Election in Scotland, ſnould be con- 
ſidered as forming part of chat plan of Politi- 
cal Reformation which they wiſhed to ſee ac- 
compliſhed.. But from the novelty of the 
ſubje& at that time, and from the difficulty of 
a timely and general communication of ſenti- 
ments in different parts of the Kingdom, no 
one diſtri or place in Scotland concurred 


with Yorkſhire, &c. in petitioning Parliament 


on this ſubject, previouſly to the agitation of 
Mr. Pitt's propoſitions. But from the uneafi- 
neſs which the body of the People i m Scotland 
manifeſt under the great grievances here no- 
ticed, from their inereaſing attachment to 
Liberty, and the decided approbation which 
yourſelf and other reſpectable Writers in Scor- 
land have given to the Cauſe ef Political Re- 
formation, I truſt the time is not far diſtant 
when the inter poſition of the Scotch Counties 
and principal Towns will add their important 
weight to that of the rational Friends of Li- 
berty in theſe Southern Diſtricts. That a 
neee of fer mentation has taken 
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place in the publie mind, has for 4 time 
been evident; that doctrines and propoſals 
calculated to inflame the populace, and excite 
them to acts of great ;njutice, have been cir- 
culated with induſtry, and in many places have 
made proſelyres, is certain. But I can by no 
means agree with Mr. Pitt, that theſe circum« 
ſtances - forbid any attempt at preſent to re- 
form thoſe abuſes which ch himſelf admits to 
exiſt. I think it is always a proper time to 
do juſtice, and to redreſs the grievances of a 
Nation; and the more proper, when the grie- 
vances are more felt and complained of. If 
Mr. Pitt had reſolved to act by this rule, he 
might have been the Umpire of contending 
parties, and by the aſſiſtance of the Friends of 
a rational Reform, might have obtained for 
his Country ſuch a melioration of the Conſti- 
tution as would have been of ineſtimable va- 
lue, whether conſidered as preventative of 
future convulſions in the Country, or as ſe- 
curing the poſitive advantages of a juſt and 
incorrupt ſyſtem of Government. By his 
unlooked- for declaration of oppoſition to the 
intended Motion of Mr. Grey, (if perſevered 
in) he will irrecoverably lole his credit with 
the free and independent part of the commu- 
nity, and they will loſe a very powerful Sup- 
porter of the cauſe of Reformation. I _—_ 
regret, therefore, his late impolitic and 
ſtrangely inconſiſtent conduct. I thought 1 
ſaw hazard in our ſituation before, and now 
think it increaſed by the very meaſure which 
he ſeems to have thought —— to keep all 
_ But I am convinced that in 4 Country 


Uke 


- berry, all attempts to ſtifle inquiry will be 
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like this, enjoy ing a conſiderable ſliar e of. Li- 


ineffectual, and to ſupport grievances, pre- 
tending that it is dangerous to redreis them, 
will only lead to greater extremities. I moſt 


. Gncerely wiſh that. wile, and good, and diſin- 


tereſted men in all parts of the kingdom may 
unite their influence to pievent thoſe cala- 
mities to which the intereſted adherents of 
Ariſtocracy on the one hand, and the violent 
Fartizans of Republican Equality on 05 MS; 
fem willing to expoſe us. | 
] am, Sir, = 

Your obliged and moſt 

obedient ſervant, 

C. WYVILL. 


r 
Fron the Rev. C. WryII t to Wurm 
BurGHn, Efq. N | 


Bun rox-HaAL UL, May 16, — 
My 1 Dear Sir, 

T* gives me great pleaſure to find that you 

approve the political part of my late Pub- 
lication; and ſtill greater, that your friendſhip 
endures in that part which relates to the re- 
peal of the Teſt Act, &c, what I did not hope 
you would entirely agree to. I had not been 
a day in Vork, before I felt how very kind 
your admonition was reſpecting Paine and the 
poſſible miltake of the Title-Page; and tho”, 
I dare ſay, you fee I could not have altered the 


* to be at once lels liable to miſcon- 
ception 
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ception and equally deſcriptive of the contents 
of the Book, yet the next belt thing was to 
do what your kind letter warned me, and 
which I am happy to find has completely an- 
ſwered your wiſh and mine, as I find my 
opinion of Paine's politics is more taken from 
the ſhort paſſage” relating to him in the Pre- 
face, than from what is ſaid: more at large in 
the Defence of Price, in ſtrong terms con- 


demning him as a moſt dangerous Enthuſiaſt 
in Politics.” I do aſſure you I hold his ſchemes 


in as much abhorrence as you do, and had I 
been appriſed ſix weeks ago, that his principles 
are ſpreading not only at Sbeſſield and Man- 
cheſter, but alſo in the neighbourhood of 
Leeds and Wakefield, particularly, as I have 
been lately informed, among the Methodiſts, 


'alſo in Scotland and Ireland to a very alarming 


degree, | certainly ſhould have expreſſed my 
deteſtation * of the man, and his pernicious 


projects, with 'greater force and vehemence 


than I haye employed againſt him. But, on the 
other hand, Ion I cannot comprehend what 
good reaſon can be alleged by Mr. Pitt for 
diſcouraging any diſcuſſion of the queſtion of 
Reform at this time, or in the mode propoſed 
by the New Aſſociation, When diſcontents 
have ariſen in any country, they ſeldom are 
to be ſtopt by forbidding inquiry, or telling 


_ ® The ex in this paſſage is not what- can be approved. 
To diſtruſt the man, whoſe political ſchemes we think pernicious, 
1s unavoidable ; to ſhun him may be well allowed ; to oppoſe him 
may be a duty ; but to deteſt him ſeems incompatible with thoſe 
feelings of good- will, which no contrariety of opinion, no oppo- 
ſition in the conduct of public buſineſs ſhould be ſuffered to tup- 
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the Public that it is not ſafe to redreſs their 
grievances. When Mr. Pitt moved the buſi- 
neſs. himſelf, he failed, not becauſe he was 
treacherous and duped the Reformers, as his 
enemies pretend, but becauſe the Body of the 
Nation did not _ wiſh that Parliament ſhould 
be reformed; perhaps it does not yet wiſh it, 
but it is evident that the wiſh is much more 
eneral than it was. To fay, therefore, as 
r. Pitt has ſaid, that the time is improper, 
becauſe the ſymptoms of diſſatisfaction in- 
creaſe, and there is even a poſſibility that a 
Party may ſoon be formed who would carry 
their ſchemes of Reformation to an unjuſtifi- 
able extreme, is to ſay, that the complaints 
of a ſmall part of the Nation ought to be at- 
tended to, but more general diſcontent. ought 
to be lighted by Government; that what a 
Nation does not want to have, ſhould be 
granted, and what a Nation begins to wiſh to 
have, ſhould be refuſed. But the mode Mr. 
Pitt objects to; and juſtly I admit, if the New 
Aſſociation do not conſult the Body of the 
People, and take their meafure from them, 
or at leaſt obtain their authority to propoſe it, 
But this is what they profeſs to be their in- 
tention ; and if we take their plan in this light, 
We ſeems to reſemble very much what was 
done at the Thatched-Houſe Tavern in the 
year 1782 or 3, when Mr, Pitt and the Duke 
of Richmond were preſent, and agreed with 
a Body nearly as numerous as that at Free- 
maſons Tavern, to apply to the People in the 
courſe of the ſummer. By his late conduct, 
Mr, Pitt, I believe, will loſe much of his "7 
. c 
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dit with the People. He may be reſpected as 
an able Miniſter, he may be ſupported as a 
ſucceſsful Miniſter, but as a Patriot Miniſter, 
willing to riſque his power that he may ob- 
tain juſtice and conſtiturional ſafety for the 
Nation, he is in danger never more to be 
eſteemed; and ſhould he perſevere in the 
conduct lately adopted, I think I may fafely 
predict, that his influence with the free and 
diſintereſted part of the Nation will be irre- 
coverably loſt. I wiſh he may next winter 
retrieye the falſe ſtep he has now taken; for 
if the appearances in our political hemiſphere 
do not too much alarm me, and ſo miſlead 
my judgment, times of more hot contention 
are, approaching than we have yet ſeen. But 
for the late ſteps of Mr. Pitt, he might have 
been the Umpire between the two contending 
parties who refuſe all conceſſion, and want 


more than can be conceded; and by his au- 


thority and timely inſiſting on ſome moderate 
compliance, might have obtained a boon of 
great value for his country, conſidered in its 
intrinſic worth, and doubly yaluable when 
conſidered as the means of preventing the 


greateſt future calamities. If Mr. Pitt has 


diſqualified himſelf to act in this advantageous 
manner for the Nation, or will diſqualify him- 
ſelf by perſevering in his preſent meaſures, I 
ſee no ſingle perſon who has ſufficient credit 
to replace Mr. Pitt; perhaps no body of men 
yet known to the Nation have that weight. 
with the Public “. But I truſt the 9 
5 e 
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of York, by adhering with unanimity and 
firmneſs to temperate meaſures, with the ac- 
ceſſion of ſome other Bodies who ſee the dan- 
ger of extremes, may be able to incline the 
balance the right way. To act with this view, 
has been my reſolutien long; and to hold it 
out in time, was the motive for publiſhing 
what you have ſeen. I hope I have not 
wholly miſcarried in my deſign; if 1 have 
been able in any degree to recommend mo- 


| derate 
the degree of it, which they had then obtained. In the Society, ſo 
named, were many gentlemen of high reputation for their abili- 
ties, whoſe patriotic zeal well deſerved the eſteem of the public ; 
but they were Volunteers in the cauſe of Reform, who had not 
yet connected themſelves with any confiderable portion of the 
— They had indeed defined their general principles, and 
thoſe principles were conſtitutional and moderate ; but they 
had neither taken from the People a Plan of Reform, nor held 
forth to them a Plan of their own. And at that time, Mr, Fox 
had neither explained his views of Reform, nor was he particularly 
connected with thoſe County. Aſſociations which had betore exerted 
themſelves in that cauſe with efficacy and perſeverauce. In the 
eyes of the Public his Rival, from the advantage of his ftation, 
and his early efforts in favour of Reform, had long a 
prominent in the band of Political Reformers. But in 1792 their 
conſidence in Mr, Pitt was greatly ſhaken by the ſtrong ſuſpicion 
of a change in his ſyſtem of. Adminiſtration ; and ſoon afterwards, 
by his manifeſt tergiverſation it was for ever overthrown, From 
that time Mr. Fox has uniformly riſen in the eſtimation of thoſe 
who are |'riends of Liberty on Conſtitutional Principles, till, at 
length, he ſeems to have obtained their confidence in a ſupreme 

fee. 

IS even now, it muſt he owned; that he has not been able to 
animate the great body of his Countty men with bis own rational 
and ardent zeal for Liberty, or not to a ſufficient extent, The 
Patriot Otator has pleaded her cavſe with eloquence and perſe- 
verance, but hitherto, without ſditable ſucceſs. That, however, 
cannot be imputed as blame to him; it is the baneful effect of our 
wealth and luxury, combined with the long- continued and increa(- 
ing corruption, which in the maſs of the people, and ſtill more 
perhaps in the ſuperior claſſes, has nearly extinguiſhed the manly 
ſpirit of Independence, and their once-charaQteniitic zeal for Free- 
dom. If the upper claſſes can be rouzed to the wonted vigour of 
their Anceſtors, if a. great portion of the People gmow ſunk in 
ſupine apathy, can be inſpirited to the juſt ſapport of their 2 
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derate terms of Reformation, and to check the 
ſpreading of Republican Doctrines, while I 
defend the character of Dr. Price, and yet 
have not offended one Friend in Vorkſhire 
whom ] love and highly eſteem, 1 ſhall think 


myſelf happy indeed. — T7 
I am, dear Sir, 2 
Very cordially your's, - 
Ce C. WYVILL. 


and another portion can be reſtrained from the purſuit of unwar- 
rantable Innovations, it can be effected alone by the talents, the 
moderation, and virtuous conſiſtency of our Great Stateſman, 
afliſted by external events, No man, perhaps, has arifen in any 
age or country more richly gifted with the qualities of the. heart 
and head, more completely ſtored with the acqui tements of learn- 
ing and experience which could enable him to perform the arduous 
talk, in a corrupt ſtate of the Legiſlature, and with d ate 
manners of the Public, to reſtore the national ſpirit of Liberty, 
and by effeRing a radical Reform to become the Saviour of his 
Country, At ſuch an ata the Romans had their Cato; bat a — 
than Cato is here. With the fortitude and conſtancy of the Ro 
Patriot, Mr, Fox poſſeſſes the humaner virtues and the difiatere 
zeal of a Savile, and joins to them the taleats-of a Demoſthenes. 
But it is impoſſible that the ſinkiog Liberty of a Nation can be 
reſtored by the utmoſt efforts of Tadividual Virtue and Geni 
however extraordinary, if unſupported by the Nation itſelf. 

his troops are cowards, the conſummate General will exert 
his ſkill and courage in vain to prevent their defeat. If his Fellow- 
Cicizens mentally are already Slaves ſunk into abject megnneſs, baſe 
corruption, and a fpirirleſs indifference to the welfare of the Public; 
the wiſeſt and mot inflexible Patriot will toil in vain to preſe 
their Freedom. If ought can effectually aid his exertions, it 

be the cortective power of Adverſity at a etiſis like the preſent. ' 
OR. 20, 1803. 421 | 


+ The Editor had reafon to fear, before the date of this letter, 
as the Reader will have obſerved, that by the Publication alluded 
to he had diſpleaſed one of his moſt valued Friends; yet he re- 
tained a hope, that the diſpleaſure would be*tranfient, and former 
confidence might be reſtored. But time ſhewed, that though per- 
ſonal good-will remained unaltered, the palitical friendſhip wag 


loſt, never to be recovered. 


. - 
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LETTER XXV. 


From the aw: C. WrVIII to WILLIAM 
| Bono, Eſq. 


| BRIDLINGTON Gar, July 16th, 1792. 


My Dear Sir, 


HAVE received both your friendly letters; 

and thinking them not only very kind to 
me perſonally, but of great importance to the 
Public Cauſe, I am unwilling to anſwer them 
immediately, eſpecially as 1 am a good deal 
hurried this afternoon, and could not poſſibly 
beſtow upon them that mature conſideration 
which their importance demands. But by 
Thurſday's poſt you will receive my deli- 
berate, and, I truſt, impartial thoughts upon 
the preſent poſture of our affairs, with my 


. reaſons for thinking it expedient that the 


moſt material papers publiſhed by the New 
Aſſociation in London (the Friends of the 
People) ſhould not be ſuppreſſed, and parti- 
— that which Mr. Bl. has been deſired to 
publiſh in this week's Chronicle, which I con- 
ſider, as a ſtrong and deciſive meaſure in re- 
probation of the dangerous conduct of the 
Conſtitutional Society. I ſhall at preſent, 
therefore, content myſelf with affuring you 
that, conſidering the re- publication of theſe 
letters perfectly harmleſs, if not beneficial to 
the Public Cauſe, I wiſhed they might appear 
in the Vork News Paper, and I gave Mr. 
Blanchard permiſſion to ſay (in caſe inquiry 
were made) that it was at my requeſt the cor - 
reſpondence i in queſtion was publiſhed ; but I 

certainly 


(73-) 


certainly did not mean that he ſhould publiſh 
ſuch a declaration, nor ſhall I'take any other 
ſtep which can tend in any degree to impli- 
cate my name with that of the Society, and 
render me reſponſible for their meaſures. 
From an early period of their exiſtence I de- 
clined engaging with this Aſſociation, and 1 
have ſeen no reaſon to change my opinion in 
that reſpect; on the contrary, your letter 
would have confirmed neee, Wal 
leon undetermined, * 


With my beſt wiſhes to you and | your's, | 


remain, | 1 20050 
| „y dear Sir, n 206 

| Aﬀſe8ionately your's, | 

C. WYVILL., 


* Ns letter of ibe Editor's of an eatller date than this has been 
found, in which his reſolution is declared not to become a Member 
of the Society alluded to ; if ſuch a letter had been found, it would 
not have been withheld from the Reader's inſpection. The pa- 
triotic views, and the moderate principles laid down by the Friends 
of the People, were highly approved by the Editor; but he — 
clined engaging with them, as be had before decli 
cepting his nomination as a Member of the Weſtminſter Com- 
mittee, | becauſe he was aware that the ſame prejudices: againſt 
the New Society ſubſiſted amon 2 ſome of his Friends in York- 
ſhire as they bad before diſplayed againſt the Weſtminſter Com- 
mittee, when they required = recetjed his pledge, that he would 
ayoid embarking with them. 2 the of the Friends of 
the People which were re- y the Editor in Yorkſhire, 
their correſpondence with t *Confitozionat Society in and 
May, 1792, was the moſt remarkable. His eft to the riater, 
Mr. Blanchard, at York, that the Ir alladed to might © appear 
in his News paper, gave occaſion foon after to fome 
tween him and Mr. Burgh ; of which this, and the — 

{orm the Editor's ſhare of the Correſpondence, The repu age 
letters in al ien on may be found in the zd Volume of the he-Editors 
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| LETTER XXVI. 


From the Rev. . Wrvitz to WiLian 
_ ByRGH, Eſq. 


Bain in ron ar, Faly ta. 1792. 


My Dear Sir, 


E certainly are agreed in the object 5 | 
| be purſued, and I flatter myſelf we 
ſhall be agreed in the means to be employed. 
For I preſume you think with me, that a time 
of peace and proſperity like the preſent, is no 
otherwiſe an improper time for correcting 
great defects and abuſes of the Conſtitution, 
than as it is the leſs likely that the people can 
be made ſenſible of the neceſlity of ſuch a mea- 
ſure; and if from having recently felt the fatal 
effects of the abuſes alluded to, and from hav- 
ing been rouzed by a long diſcuſſion of the 
ſubject, the People ſhould appear more tho- 
roughly diſſatisfied under their Conſtitutional 
Grievances, even iu a time of peace, than they 
were before during the preſſure of an unjuſt 
and calamitous war, it ſeems evident that an 
attempt to reform the Legiflature of the 
Country may be made with greater ſafety at 
that ſeaſon than it could during a war with 
powerful enemies abroad. The time then 
being conſidered as not improper, is there any 
ſolid objection to be found in the temper of 
the Nation? I think not. The Proclamation 
(Which, if intended as a meaſure preparatory 
to a ſeries of political proſecutions, I think 
neither right nor politic) has yet had tlie ow 
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effect to render the Loyalty of the Nation 
unqueſtionably evident, and nothing but pro- 


ſecutions on the one hand, and on the other a 


fixed determination in the Ruling Powers to 
reſiſt all attempts of Reformation, can give 
ſerious importance to Mr. Paine and the 
Republican Faction. In this diſpoſition of the 
Nation, it ſeems to be peculiarly right to endea 
vour to promote a ſpirit of temperate Refor- 
mation; and it is become of late more than 
ever neceſſary, becauſe many of the Addreſſes, 
in language which Mr. Burke himſelf might 
have dictated, brand thoſe who would reform 
and thoſe who would ſubyert the Conſtitution 
with the ſame ſtigma, as dangerous men and 
moyers of Sedition. I conclude, therefore, 
that your objection is not more to the temper 
of the Nation as unfit for the agitation of this 
queſtion, than to this time as a ſeaſon of tran- 
quillity; but that you have obſerved in the 
conduct of the New Aſſociation, or in the 
character of its Members, what excites your 
jealouſy and diſapprobation. I do not mean 
to aſſert that their conduct has been uniformly 
prudent and irreproachable; I think with Mr. 
Baker that they ought to have inſiſted that 
the name of Mr. Cartwright * ſhould have 
tical — — as a 8 
for the integrity and conſiſtency of- his conduct, as an Advocate 
for Reform on the principle of Univerſal Suffrage. But when the 
Friends of the People took leſs extenſi ve ground for their plan, the 


Chairman of the Conſtitutional Society by joining them could bat 
weaken their efforts in favour of moderate Reform: againk them 


the arts of the Miniſter were 'principally directed: to difcredit 
them was the objec of many of is men 


meaſures ; and therefore what- 
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been withdrawn. But I think it unfair to 
conclude, from their having imprudently ſuf- 
fered his name to continue on the liſt, that 
they are led by him. The letters I wiſh to 
be publiſhed ſhew to the contrary; and I have 
lately ſeen one of their Members, Mr. Lloyd, 
who is, I believe, neither a difſenter nor a 
follower of the Oppoſition, and by whom I 
am aſſured that they have elected, of late, 
none but perſons of a temperate character, 
ard that the Society may be relied on as in 
their views entirely conſtitutional, and clearly 
convinced that they muſt adhere to temperate , - 
meaſures, It is true, that many of the Society 
are diſſenters, and more are opponents to Mr, 
Pitt; but if they lend: a helping hand to for- 
ward a good meaſure, we are much obliged 
to them. And we muſt never forget, that 
whenever Political Reformation ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed, it will be by the co-operation 
of a multitude of perſons of many diſſimilar 
characters, agreeing in this one meaſure, and 
led to good by perhaps a ſmall minority of 
could lend plauſibility to hi „ 0 jews of 
New Society i 18 ; | Wk roy by Pt 
lic,” ſhould have been cautiouſly avoided: and the name of Mr, 
Cartwright ſhould have been withdrawn from the Liſt of their 
Members, or never inſerted among them. 

It may be remarked, that Mr. Cartwright was a Member of the 
Meeting of Deputies who met in London in 1780, and that his at- 
tendance there was never objected to. Certainly not: they were a 
Deputed Body; not, like the Friends of the People, a ſell· ſormed 
Meeting, had not the power to chooſe or to teject their 
Aſſociates; and no reaſon of pun exiſted then, if they had pol- , 
ſeſſed that power, why this refpeRable Advocate of Univerſal Suf- 
frage ſhould have been excluded. The Revolution bad not then 


burſt forth in France, and the exaggerated fears of Innovation 
aa. the period of 1792 had not chen been excited in 


men 


K 


ol 
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men truly diſintereſted, and ſincerely attached 
to all the fundamental 'principles of our Go- 
vernment, Civil and Eecleſiaſtical. But it 
ought to be well conſidered whether the de- 
ſign of this Aſſociation, or, at leaſt,” the ten- 
dency of its meaſures, may not be to overturn 
the preſent adminiſtration ; and whether they 
may not ſucceed in that, without » effefting 
a Reformation of Parliament. To this I an- 
ſwer, that I think ĩt highly probable that ſome 
of the Members may be actuated by ſuch un- 
worthy motives, or, at leaſt, that their zeal 
may in part be imputed to ſuch views. But 
I think thoſe views wholly chimerical. With · 
out Mr. Pitt, they cannot hope to carry their 
meaſures in this reign ; and if by his counte- 
nancing their meaſures they ſhould be carried, 
that could not tend to lower Mr. Pitt in the 
public eſteem, it would make him more po- 
pular. than ever. For the ſame reaſon I con- 
ſider it as impoſſible for them to take the mea» 
ſure out of Mr. Pitt's hand; he can negative 
it, if he pleaſes ; if he conſents, it muſt be be- 


_ cauſe. they do not materially vary from his 


former propoſitions. But though I think thus 
of the New Aſſociation, and of the tendency 
of their exertions, I do not. mean, as I haye 
already ſaid, to engage myſelf with them. If 
I ever come forward again, it will be. with the 
Friends of Reformation in Yorkſhire ; with 
them, and particularly. with yourſelf, I ſhould 
feel myſelf bound to conſult, previouſly to 
any County Meeting, on the ſubje& : I have 
not written any thing (except my late Pamph- 
let and the Preface to my Collection) upon 

the 
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the ſubject; I have not publiſhed, I believe, a 


ſingle paragraph in the news papers for many 


years; when good can be done, I have no 
objection, with my old Friends, to begin 
again with equal zeal, but with diminiſhed 
ſtrength. The toil I formerly endured, I 
never can endure again. But when it is 


thought expedient by the generality of our 


Friends that Yorkfhire ſhould come forward, 


I ſhall not be found tardy to obey their ſum- 
mons. In the mean-time, if I am not totally 
miſtaken in the preceding reaſoning, the pub- 
hcation of ſuch papers as that immediately in 

ſtion can do no harm whatever. It is do- 
ing exactiy what was done before, when the 
pieces of Mr. Cartwright, Mr. G. Sharp, and 
the Duke of Richmond, were 'pabliſhed, and, 
as it was then thought, with advantage, ge- 
zerally, not always, to the cauſe. In fact, I do 
believe the plan of the New Society will turn 
out to be leſs different from ours than that of 
the Duke of Richmond, and they have ex- 
preſsly confined it to the improvement of our 
Repreſentation, and the obtaining more fre- 
quent Elections, or, as I underſtand them, the 
repeal of the Septennial Bill. Iwill only add, 
that I ſhall be in York in October, and ſhall 
be happy to ſhew you the moſt material cor- 
reſpondence I have held ſince the publication 
of my Pamphlet, which will be found, I be- 
lieve, perfectly conſiſtent with all 1 3 
ſaid. 4 am ever, my dear Sir, 

- AﬀeQionately yours, 
C. WYVILL. 
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From Earl S'7annuorPt to the Rev. C. Wrvttt. 
| * | MANSP 4B,U-STAZET, April 18. 1792. 
Dear Siri, 4 e 
HAVE juſt read your ſpirited ad judicious 
Pamphlet * with particular pleaſure, and 
have 5 diſtributed thoſe you ſent me. very 
act of your life increaſes the eſteem I have for 


* 1 FI OAGP | 
ver moſt cordially and truly your's, 
"... STANHOPE. 


| „ The Defence of Dr. Price, Ke. 
This feries of letters, addreſſed by Earl Stantiope to dhe 
Editor, is here offered to the Public with the noble Author's con- 
ſeat, granted after he had inſpected and red them with the 


copies of the correſponding letters of the Editor to his Lordſhi 
of theſe one only was thought fit to accompany Earl Stanhope's 


ſhare of the Correſpondence, The reft, by mutual conſent, were 


deftroyed, either as being unimportant, or as conveying ideas, 
from de ame miſinfolmation reſpecting certain Fats which 
would have miſled the Public. But one exception there was to 
what is here declared. The Editor's anfiver to his noble Corre- 
ſpondent's letter of the 16th of September, 1792, = ror Me. 
Macinitoſh's commendation of the French mode of ion, was 
not one of his letrers ed by mutual conſent; for neither had 
Earl Stanhope preſerved the original letter, nor the Editor his 
copy. This circumſtance he much regrets, and now can only en- 
deavonr to ſupply the nag wag ſtating his reeollection in ge- 
neral, that, in the letter in queſtion, he treated that mode of 


Election as inapplicable or unfit to be offered here at that time, 
becauſe the tendency of the meaſure was rather to diminiſh than 
ro augment the weight of the Freeholders; and Conſequently the 
propoſal would too probably alienate that body of men, without 
whoſe aſſiſtance there could be no tational hope of ſucceſs to — 
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* 
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: Dl. 
Frem Earl STANHOPE to the Rev. C. WyvII t. 


| CugveninG Hovss, near SEVENOAKS, kKiur, 
Jqpt. 16, 1792. 


Dear Mr. Wyvill, a a 


IN conſequence of what you mention in your 

laſt, reſpecting the idea of calling a Meet- 
ing this winter in Yorkſhire, upon the ſubject 
of Parliamentary Reform, I think it right to 
tell you frankly my opinion about it, having 
invariably been a warm friend to that mea- 
ſure. The French Revolution has frightened 
ſome weak minds: Mr. Paine's works, others: 
And the late events in France have intimi- 
dated many. However deſpicable ſuch feel- 
ings may be, abſtractedly conſidered, yet, 
when they are pretty general, they muſt be 
treated with ſome reſpect. I am clear that 
no attempt at preſent for a Parliamentary 
Reform can produce any good; but, on the 
contrary, 'ſhew weakneſs in the end. How 


cauſe of moderate Reform. Whether Karl had then 
formed any deſign to attempt in this mode to purity our Elec- 
tions, the Editor 8 * that no ſuch | meaſure 
ever was propoſed to ie by his Lordſhip, and it is pro - 
bable das. he had formed no decided — 12 
The Editor here begs leave to offer his thanks to Earl Stanhope 
for the kindneſs of his compliance on this occaſion, and alſo to 
acknowledge the conſtant and affeRionate friendſhip with whick 
during the courſe of their long connection be has honoured him. 


The triendſhip of this trul Patriot has been experienced 
by the Editor in every — inſtance, and he feels it with gra- 
titude and the ſympathy of aſſection, though hitherto he. bas been 
without the ability, and almoſt without the adequately to re 
pay this debt of kindneſs. But the wiſh completely to repay it re- 
mains, and ever will remain fixed in his breaſt ; and he truſts bis 
Noble Friend will continue to accept the inſufficient return. 


\ 
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has Mr. Grey taken it up? I underſtand he is 
hoſtile to Sir George Savile's idea, which yon 
ſupported, when propoſed hy Mr. Pitt, of 
purchaſing out the Boroughs. A temperate 
meaſure. Mr. Bankes, in the Houſe uf Com- 
mons; you recollect, took that line. No plan 


has been brought for war ds on 

You know that that Bill, without wlüch 
addition to the County Repreſentation wou 
do nothing, namely, the Bill for regiſtering 
votes, which I carried with ſo much pains, 
and at an expence of 40 or 59;oo0l, tu the 
Public (which expence. was actually incurred 
for 100 years) has been repealed by the ent: 
mies, and by ſome falſe friends of Reform, 
without having been even rid. Something 
muſt be ſubſtituted for hat plan. The fame 
cannot; be propoſed again, nor any thing like 
it. It was, no doubt, repealed for that pur- 
poſe, - The mode of election, hy means of 
chooſing Electors, who are themſelves to 
chooſe the Members, is perhaps the beſt plan 
poſſible, The lower claſs cannot always be 
perſonally acquainted with the fitteſt men to 
ſend to Parliament. But they may know the 
beſt yeomen to chooſe as chooſers, And it is 
well ſaid by Mr. Macintoſh ®, that that mode 
(viz. the French mode of election) is as much 
ſuperior to a ſimple Repreſentarive Goveru- 


1s 


* The controverſy occafioned by Mr. Burke's Reflectiotm on 
the French Revolution produced nothing comparable to the Vin- 
dicie Gallice of Mr, . When the intereſt of powerful 
Parties ſhall be no longer in queſtion, when prejudite and arm 
fhall have ceaſed to pervert the judgment of gs" 


ment, as 4 ſimple Repreſentative Government 


4 
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is to a pure Democracy. No bribery; no 
riots, no expence, and a free and intelligent 
choice. Your publication and Mr. Mackin- 
toſh's, are the beſt that have appeared for 
many years. Conſult your friends about this 
idea. And alſo about the idea of eventually 
petitioning the King, and alſo Parliament, 
againſt War, ſhonld any Miniſters be mad 
enough to involve this country in a War 
againſt the Liberties of France. Pray inform 
me of the reſult of your inquiries. I hope 
we ſhall keep at peace. But the very thoug 
of a War ſo impolitic, ſo raſh, and unjuſt, 
the mind with horror, and the friends of Li- 
berty ſhould endeavour to prevent it. 
Dear Sir, 

Ever moſt cordially and ſincerely your's, 

| | STANHOPE. 

P.S. My ſervant in Town has received a 
parcel from your r and will ſend it 
to me. | 
| —— —̃—— — — 
LETTER III. 
From Earl STANuOPE {0 tbe Rev. C. WyviLL. 

© $6 CurvaninG Hove, Ofober 21, 1792. 

Dear Sir, 
'Y HAVE juſt received yours of the 14th inſt. 
1 Jam happy to hear from you that a War 
r he agen mags preterm bs gltce- 


ate exaggeration and a profuſion of gaudy ornaments 

Treatiſe of Political Science with the extravagance of Arabian 

Romance, then even the celebrated performance of his Antagoniſt 

will fink in compariſon with this — which defends the 
principles of Freedom with ſuperior force of argument, and adds 

do a rich diſplay of political knowledge the beauties of a ſtyle at 


ones fiwple, elegant, and energetic. axtinf 


(683 I 


againſt the Liberties of France would be received 
with ſuch marked diſapprobation in your part 


of the Country. The late fignal ſucceſſes of 


that Nation will, I truſt, prevent it from hap- 


pening. Other motives will, no doubt, co- 


operate ſtrongly to prevent it, but let us be 
you the watch. It $res me the greateſt plea- 
ure that my Pamphlet on the Rights of Juries 
meets with your approbation. With reſpect to 
what you ſay reſpecting the French mode of 
voting by means of elefing Elegtort ®, depend 
upon it, that Parliament (if it ſhould be pro- 
perly brought forward, and at a proper time, 
which the preſent certainly is not) would not 
be found fo averſe to it as at firſt you might 
imagine, if one can judge from what has fallen 
from different people, who, in other reſpects, 
cannot be conſidered as Friends to a Parlia- 
mentary Reform. Its obvious advantages 


have ſtruck ſome people forceably. It is natu- 


ral they ſhould. I wiſh much to know the 
ideas of the Friends of Reform upon the ſub- 
jet. Difference of opinion, upon ſuch points, 
is always to be expected. But, as to perſons 
in Parliament, I am convinced that there 
would be found there, far more Friends to 
that mode of Election, than ſincere; Friends to 
Parliamentary Reform. I think we thould give 
up neither. The firſt, however, would be 
the leſs difficult to obtain by far. Believe me, 
with the greateſt eſteem, | a 

| .-..._ Sincerely and truly your's. 
* For the Editor's . Conſiderations on the Twolold Mode of 


. 


P. S. It 


4 


— a 

P.S, It will be worth your while to turn 
to page 241, et ſequent, of Mr. Macintaſh's 
admirable and eloquent Viridiciz Gallicæ, 
where he ſpeaks upon this ſubject ; beginning 
with the following words: © It ſeemed as great 
an improvement on Repreſentative Govern- 
ment, as Repreſentation itſelf was on pure 
« Democracy. No extent of territory is too 
6 great for a popular Government thus or- 
4 ganized,” &. gg" | 

I have received the copies of your moſt ex- 
cellent work (a Defence of Dr. Price, &c.) 
and conſider it as a valuable preſent to thoſe 
to whom I have ſent it. | 


From Earl Srax ROE to the. Rev. C. WIVIII. 
3 | CatvENinG Hobst, bear Seven Oars, Kant, 
; ; December 30, 1792 | 
Dear Sir, N 5 


NF ANY thanks for your letter of the 
27th inſt. You would do me a great 
favour if you would have the goodnefs'to in- 
form me ſoon what you have lately found to 
be the opinion of perſons of different defcrip- 
tions, in your County, with reſpe& to a War 
with France? 'To me-it appears that it would 
be madneſs. - -\ | 
I wiſh you many happy new years, and as 
many as your upright conduct makes you 
deſerve. With great eſteem, 
Fuer cordially your's, 
LETTER 


(%) 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to Earl SraNnorx. 


| T 1 s be 
7 ©: Bynron-HAlt, Jan. 10. 1793 · 
My Dear Leg en 


* 2% 


apprehenſions of the fatal cole. | 


"quences . of a War have been long 
known to your Lordſhip and to the Public 
They certainly are not diminiſhed ;_ and 
think I may venture to aſſure you, in cafe 
that event ſhould unfortunately take place as 
the reſult of the preſent diſpure with France, 
that the War will be more generally odious 
than that with America was at its commence- 
ment, and will excite much more dangerous 
diſcontents in its progreſs d. This is my opi- 
nion, from having found the meaſures tending 
to hoſtilities reprobated in the ſtrongeſt terms 
by many of Mr. Pitt's former moſt ſteady and 
diſintereſteq friends, who conſider his being 
led away by the frenzy of Burke, or the fo 
and head-long raſhneſs of the Court, as a mi 
fortune that threatens nothing leſs than abſo- 
lute ruin to the country. It is poſlible he 
may ſtill mean peace, and only endeavours to 
avail himſelf of the preſent fit of wild and 


®* The Proclamation againft Sedirious Writings, Sc. beld forth | 


the firſt manifeſt indicatiag that a change in the, ſyſtem of Met. 
Pitt's Adminiſtration was about to take place. Vet his language, 


and that of — Friends, continued for ſeveral months to 


expreſs their of Peace and their fidelity to · the principled of 
Reform. Hence the embarraſſment of thoſe who, without actual 
proof of the Miniſter's treachery, had reaſon to fear his tergiverſa- 
tion, Their doubts were ſolved by the War with France, and 
the conſequent deſertion of the eauſe of Reform by Mr. Pitt: but 


though derived and diſappointed by din, they never were bs 
; 4 F3 enthuſiaſtic 


| (86) 1 
enthuſiaſtic loyalty to bring the National 
Convention to better terms. While this is 
poſſible, prudent and public-ſpirited men will 
be cautious, how they. do any thing which 
may impede the ſucceſs of any negotiation 
now carried on perhaps with this view. But 
if the Miniſter ſhonld ruſh into a War on 
Burke's wild idea of preventing a Civil War 
in England, or on ſuch a futile pretence as 
that of keeping the Scheldt ſhut, he would 
ſoon find his Adminiſtration oppoſed by his 
former Friends,- and execrated by the Public 
at large. What events on the Continent 
would excite a general wiſh for War, 1 ean- 
not pretend to conjecture; but a War com- 
menced againſt the general opinion at pre- 
ſent, would exceed whatever we have ſeen. of 
Taſh impolicy in the Adminiſtration of Lord 
North; the Miniſter himſelf would ſoon be 
the · ſacrifice of public hatred, but where the 
calamities of the Public would end, no man 
can foreſee. | | „ 

I have lately paſſed ſome days with Mr. 
Wilberforce at Mr. Duncombe's, Mr. W. 
depretates War as much as your Lordſtip, 
and is equally deſirous of a moderate Refor- 
mation; but I do not find him ſanguine in his 
hopes either that the firſt will be avoided, or 
the ſecond obtained ®, Againſt your influence 
E ar Ny i IT OL 
| © The Editor conceives himſelf to have been at liberty to com- 
municarte theſe ſentiments of Mr. Wilberforce to Earl Stanhope, 
and now 2 thew, becauſc he had received authority from 
Mr. Wilbertorce to ſtate to a Public Meeting of his Conſtituents, 
that he maintained theſe ſentiments reſpecting Reform. See the 


Editor's letter to John Anderſon, Eſq; Jan. 10, 1793, in x ſubſc- 
_ quent Number, containing correſpondence on the fubjeat of an 


(87) 
and his, there is to be placed the Court, the 
Cabinet, and a vaſt majority of Peers. I fear 
the odds is too great. 
1 am ever, my dear Lord. WIS 


. n rern 


WYVILL. | 
©" LETTER vl. e 
From Earl STANHOPE to the Rev. C. Wrvirlr. 


CuzyzninG Hovss, near SEVENOAKS, RIOT, 
44 . 13, 1792. | 
Dear Mr. Wyvill, - 


188 juſt received your's of the cent 
inſtant, and cannot delay one moment 're- 
turning you my moft hearty thanks for the 
important information it contains, h 

Let us wait to ſee what Miniſters do. Af 
ter that, as you have had the infinite merit to 
ſtop one ruinous war, you may be able to =p 


another, at a 2 time. 
am ever, my dear Sir, | 
Moſt affectionately and cordially your's. 
Addreſs to the Throne from a Meeting at Hawes in Yorkſhire, 
held on the 24th of December, * Reſpecting Peace alſo his 
ſentiments were already known by his ſpeeches in Parliament, and 
e . affeted mat 


- # Soon after the date of this letter by Karl oper phe A ag 
tor's letter to Mr, Pitt was written, ſtating ſome of t 
to the impending War with Erance which to him —— 
forcible. It was an act of painful duty thus to avail himſelf of 
his ſtill- ſubſiſting connection with the Miniſter- Advocate of Re- 
form, to prevent a meaſure ſo inimical to Liberty, if aught be 
could repreſent poſſibly could have that weight; but it was an act 
of duty performed little hope of ſucceſs, The filence of Mr. 
Pitt in a ſhort time confirmed his apprehenſions of a determined 
change in his ſyſtem of policy, and convinced him that the new 
counſels. and daring charaQer of the Minifier would expoſe the 
Cooticuon to the greateſt hazard... 
„. NUMRER 


NUMBER 111. 


Contaizing the EpiToR's Correſpondence with 
CAPEL Lorrr. % in the years 1792 a 


1793. 
LETTER —— 
"Fun Cava Lorrr“, Eſq; to the Rev. C. 
""Wyviii. 
TrxosTox-HaLlL, nar Bu TY Svrroue, 
22 eil, 179%. 
Sir; , Ny 


Y favour of. our, friend Mr. Lioy d I aft 
night received the Tract wi which 
your obliging attention has honoured me. 

I have read it with very great and almoſt 
with unmixed ſatisſaction. In a long letter 
(a much longer than even this) with which I 
troubled you about ſeven years ago, when the 
laſt public efforts were making for a Reform 
in the Election and Duration of Parliaments, | 
I expreſſed my ſentiments, pretty much in 
detail; and ſo far as I have recollected, they 
are not materially altered ſince. 1 continue 
to think the exerciſe of the Univerſal Right 
of Suffrage the moſt ſimple, the moſt proba: - 
bly effective meaſure, the molt in the ſpirit ' 
of the Conſtitution, the moſt agreeable to 
ſocial Right, perfectly applicable to our pre- 


From Philantrophy a Friend to Ficedom and the wideſt: ex- 
tenſion of the Conſtitutional Rights of the 8 from probity 
and the elevation of his mind, an Enemy to {tbe ciple of 

governing by Corruption ; ſuch, as a public man, —— character 
of the worthy Writer of. this letter; Which proves, that be allo 


kaew how to 0" ere] 
nn conciliatory prudence, 1 
ent 


(!8g-)\ 
and voting by Diſtricts, at leaſt as exempt as 
any other from tumult,  perplexity, or abuſe, 
continue to think Annual (ſtrictly ſpeaking 
Seſſional Parliaments) but at leaſt Hiennial, 
preferable to Triennial ; but I would go as 
far as I could, conſiſtently with the principles 
I hold, in any modified Reform in Which the 
Friends of Parliamentary Reformation could 


0 unite. 1 Y, 1 


With a view to this, all condemaatian” on 


either fide of a more or leſs extenſiye ſyſtem, 


ſeems neceſſary to be ayoided, But if a li- 


mited ſyſtem unites the greateſt number of 


the active Friends of Reform at preſent, and 
if Committees ſhopld be revived, and a ſpe- 
cific plan on a report of thoſe Committets to 
the General Meetings which may depute 
them ſhould be agreed, my wiſh is, that it 
may neither cenſure any progreſſive Reform 
which others may think expedient, nor in- 
clude any accumulating premium to ſuch 
Boroughs as ſhall be the laſt to ſurrender their 
partial franchiſes (the title is too honourable 
for intereſts ſo held and fo employed) to the 
Public. If it is thought a ſum ought to be 
given for the ademption of them, that ſuch 
ſum bo fixed, and independent of their readi- 
dineſs or backwardneſs; at leaſt as to rhe 
amount, if not as to the immediate neceſſity 
of the ſurrender. If ſo much is brought for- 
ward, without reprobating more, or attempt- 
ing to ſet barriers to the progreſſive perfecti- 


bilicy of the Conſtitution, it ſhall have from 


me all che concurrence wLich a very retired, 


diſ connected 
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diſeonnected Individual can give, who has too 
conſtantly oppoſed all Parties when he thought 
them acting prejudicially to the Public, to have 
intereſt, or influence, but what ſimple truth 
and public good may, in certain circumſtances 
and ſeaſons, attach to the endeavours of thoſe 
who wiſh to promote them in the midſt of 
corruption and abuſes, ſeemingly too rooted, 
in the midſt of the league of the enemies and 
diſunion of the Friends of Freedom. | 
That ſeaſon and thoſe circumitances a 
now to exiſt, and I hope favourably for Reli- 
gious as well as Civil Freedom“. I cordially 
unite in your ſentiments and wiſhes for ſuch 
Reform in the Liturgy as ſhall render it not 
the vehicle of particular opinions, but the ex- 
preſſion (which in general it is ſo well fitted 
to become) of Chriſtian piety and charity; in 
which all who believe the truth of Chriſtianity, 
and do not wiſh their particular dogmas to 
encroach on the charity, freedom, and united 
affection of public worſhip, could join. You 
will readily. be convinced how warmly I have 
felt your clear, animated, generous Defence 
24 at that, dien might well eres des iepg d bee 
„ the Royal Proclamation againſt Sedition, and the conſequent 
rm of the Public. From the zra of 179 2, the deluſion feems 
continually to have ſpread, till at laſt it gained complete poſſeſſion 
of the national mind. To this ſtate of infatuation and ſervility 
it was degraded chiefly by the effects of the firſt War with the 
French Republic ; but to the ſecond it may owe its recovery from 
it. As in the chatacter of Individuals, ſo in that of Nations, 
there are ſeaſons of progreſſive improvement, and ſeaſons in which 
a retrograde motion is obſervable, and again a freſh advance to 
higher Improvement. To each the experience of Ill, as the con- 
ſequence of their miſcondu&, affords the neceffary motive to ſelf- 
cotrection, and to reftify- what has been, unwiſely done. 8 
1 1 . 0 


TIP. | ./ HOES 
of Dr. Price, wHem it has been 1 2 
to conſider perſonally as my . the 
2 ingenuous benevolence, calm intrepi- 


ity, diſintereſted prudence of whoſe charac- 
ter (cantious for the community, regardleſs of 
himſelf) has fixed his memory in my eſteem 
and veneration : I think all reflecting men 
muſt agree that, circumſtanced as we are, the 
Conſtitution muſt be repaired or fall; and I 
do not think of the ſhock and horror which 
mult attend its fall, by whatever means pro- 
duced, with ſuch unconcern as to be willing 
that my Country ſhould riſque them for the 
poſſibility of a Conſtitution emerging from its 
ruins, which in my opinion would be better. 
can perceive that no Conſtitution is good. 
for any People while the great majority can- 
not think it fo; that no Nation can be com- 
pelled to be free upon the ſyſtem of others 
in oppoſition to their own ſentiments, habits, 
and feelings; and I can look forward to ſuch 
a meaſure of Political Perfection in the Con- 
ſtitutional FAbric of this Country by a ge- 
neral (if not at once univerſal) and equalized 
Repreſentation jn ſhort Parliaments as would 
render all other imperfections of little mo- 
ment, provided Religious Freedom, and the 
unfettered, unſtigmatized exerciſe of the 
Rights of Conſcience kept pace, as of. courſe 
they would, with ſuch a melioration in the 
Civil Syſtem. The Clergy, being men, have 
a right to exerciſe their functions, and a duty 
to maintain the office and character of Citi- 
zens, in whatever poſt, Legiſlative or Execu- 
tive, the Conſtitution of their 9 
p | . © orth 
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the Re er of Biſho as I appre- 
hend, an abuſe in 15 Bon i and a dan- 
erous inconvenience in the Civil Frame, I am 
from a wiſh that the Clergy ſhould be i 
capacitated from ſitting in Parliament : : 
with much Reform, it ſeems more expedient 
they ſhould remain where they are, than to 
make them a part of the other Houſe ;. and 
from the one or other I think they ought not 
to be excluded. In this reſpect I prefer the 
French to the American Conſtitution ;. at 
leaſt, as the American ſtood lately, 

Excuſe this haſty and long letter ; haſty, 
becauſe I would not forego the earlieſt. mo- 
ment; and long, in proportion to the ſubſtance 
it contains, becauſe ſeveral preſſing s 
ments would not ſuffer me to condenſe it. 

TI remain, with Ne reſpe& and eſteem, 


Your obliged obedient ſervant, _ 
we CAPEL LOFFT. 


— CT — —C 


LETTER II. 


From the Rey. C. Wywits, to Capi. 

* Lorr. sq. 

 BugTON-BALL, in. I 793. 
Sir, 

RECEIVED the honour of your letter of 

the 22d of April, and ſhould have returned 
an immediate acknowledgment of the plealure 
it gave me, to find my late publication in De- 


fence of N= Price and the Reformers of Eng: 


(930). 
land, was fortunate enough to meet your ge- 
neral approbation, if I had not wiſhed to eon 
ſider well the more important part of your 
letter, in which with great eandour and frank- 


neſs you have mentioned on what grounds you 


could meet and co-operate with the Yorkſhire 
Gentlemen, in ſupport of the common cauſe 
of Parliamentary Reformation, I thought of 
delaying my anſwer at firſt for a few; poſts z 
but the formation of a new Society in London 


to promote that Reformation, the notice given 


by Mr, Grey in the Houſe of Commons, 
that he meant to make a motion upon that 
ſubject next winter, Mr. Pitt's immediate de- 
claration of hoſtility to the intended 

with his ſubſequent conduck on the late mo- 
tion by Mr. Fox againſt the per ſecuting Sta- 
tutes of William the Third, were events of ſo 


much importance to the cauſe of Liberty; and 


ſome of them ſo unlooked for, that on that 
account I have delayed writing to you much 
* than my firſt intention. | 
I believe, Sir, we are agreed in thinking 
that in our preſent circumſtanees there is ſome 
danger of the Country running into a ſtate of 
great confuſion ; and that it behoves wiſe and 
moderate men, who are friendly to Liberty, 
to exert themſelves as much as poſſible in 
concert to prevent that fatal misfortune, and 
yet to avail themſelyes of this fermentation in 
the public mind to obtain ſome ſubſtaneial im- 
provement in the Conſtitution. I thin the 
ſtrange conduct of Mr. Pitt much iricreaſes 
the danger and the difficulty too of obtaining 
any conceſſions for the People; In Yorkſhire, 
Were 


— — 
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were any attempt to be made, at a County 
Meeting, to go beyond the ground formerly 
occupied by our Freeholders, the friends of 
Mr. Pitt would have a fair pretence for with- 
drawing their ſupport, and any application to 
Parliament which came with diminiſhed num- 
bers, would greatly injure the cauſe. In my 
opinion, therefore, it will be imprudent here 
to propoſe (almoſt) any thing more than what 
was before propoſed and ſupported with great 
unanimity. But if the County of Suffolk could 
be engaged to petition Parliament for the ex- 
tinction of 50 of the worſt of the Boroughs, 
and the addition of 100 Members. to the 
Counties, &c. together with the repeal, of the 
Septennial Bill, that would. form a ſufficient 
bond -with Yorkſhire, although there ſhould 
chance to be ſome variation reſpecting other 
ſubjects; but this not to extend to the mode 
of effecting the extinction of the 50 Boroughs 
by voluntary ſale, for that is conſidered here 
as the only means to accompliſh. the change 
deſired quietly; and though the obnoxious 
Boroughs cannot pretend the leaſt right to 
ſuch a compenſation, it would ſurely be ſpend- 
ing one of our millions of public money well 
thus to obtain a very ſubſtantial improvement 
in our Repreſentation, without riſque; and 
though it would be a flow operation, and 
might be twenty years in arriving at the full 
accompliſhment of its object, yet ſome Bo- 
roughs would doubtleſs accept the offer im- 
— ; ſome Counties or yprepreſented 
places would immediately gain their ſhare of 
the Repreſentation, and the reſt n then, 
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I think, be ſo deſirous of obtaining their 
that no ſubſequent attempt to deprive them 
of it could ſuceeed. Had this ſcheme been 
adopted in 1783, it is probable that half the 
number of Boroughs by this time might have 
been disfranchiſed, and fifty new Members 
ſirting at this time in the Houſe of Commons 
for Marybone, Birmingham, Mancheſter, &c. 
If ſuch a general improvement as this were to 
be now accepted by- Parliament, I think it 
would be right to allow due time for the 
Country to experience whether, with the other 
meaſure of a repeal of the Septennial Bill, it was 
ſufficient to remove all juſt complaint. But I 
ſee no reaſon why that ſhould create any dif- 
ficulty. Mr. Pitt treated his plan, if adopted 
by Parliament, as a meaſure that ought to be 
final. The County of York declared they 
would accept the meaſure with high appro- 
bation, But other Bodies need not to vote 
the meaſure final, with Mr. Pitt, nor even de- 
clare high approbation of it with the County 
of Vork. That ſeems unneceſſary; though 
it would probably have a good effect, if as 


many Counties, &c. as petitioned, would alſo 
intimate their intention to give a reaſonable 
trial of the new-amended ſyſtem before they 
came forward with any freſh demands re- 
ſpecting the general diſtribution of the right 
of Repreſentation to the Counties, Cities, and 
Towns. That a greater extenſion of the 
right of Suffrage than Mr. Pitt . — 
would be very deſirable, I readily allow. And 
thinking the defect of Mr. Pite's plan lay 
chien here, I wiſhed to meet your ideas and 
thoſe 
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| cli ef veer Gentlemen by touting out in 


general terms that the right of Suffrage 
ſhould be extended to Houſetiolders of a cer- 
tain -elaſs4 under the latitude of which de- 
feription an -extenfioti not greatly: mort of 
Univerſal Suffrage might be obtained. 

I will only add at [preſent] thae-i0-rhafl 
propoſitions were approved by the People, an 
application ſuitable to them would increaſe the 
diſſculty Mr. Pitt would feet to 6ppoſe ; or, if 
he did oppoſe, would render it more difficult 
for him to excufe his conduct. This, I think, 
renders it even more expedient than it was 
before to adhere to the general outline nearly, 
which was drawn in 1785. 

1 ns, Lg great aud ſincere reſpect, 

Jour mauſt obedient ſervant, 
"6 W VIEL. 


Ser * > 12 
pu — — 
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From * 25 Ne 205 to- ahi Rex. | 
| | rn 3 gd 
+ Dear: d deri n 


1 Waſted in hope baer Fre yu 
eukarly your obliging letter of the 18th 
of May; bi Fern ferrff to ſay” there is no 
hope of à County Meeting at this time in 
Suffolk, after all the conference and correſpon- 
dene chat could be Had with the beſt friends 
of the cauſe; not even for the ſimple meaſure 
in which I ht we were moſt likely to 
act with unanirtity and eflect, the repeal of 

the 


6 


the — Act. I am very much of your 
ſentiment that from a backwardneſs to even 


the moſt moderate Reform, meaſures not 


tranquil in the conduct, nor eaſy to be appre- 
tiated in their tendency and reſult, are but 
too likely to ariſee. | 
I could not even obtain a letter to be 
agreed on, or ſo much as the plan of one to 
be formed to the new Aſſociation, (entitled 
the Friends of the People) from whom, ac- 
cording to appearances and every ſource of 
preſumptive proof, at leaſt nothing violent is 
to be apprehended, | ; 
| 1 remain with true eſteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your obliged friend, 
CAPEL LOFET. 


7th June, 1792. 
| 5 — — — -—= 
LETTER IV. 


From Carer Lover, Eſq; to the Rev. 
C. Wryville © 
Dear Sir, | fred 


N the midſt of an alarm in which I could 
not juſtify myſelf to my Country and my 
conſcience if I were to concur, as I do not 
feel it from any of the ſuggeſted cauſes. in, 
Proclamations, Addreſſes; and unexampled 
Aſſociations of animoſity and diſunion, I take: 
leave to propoſe to you a few very ſhort and 
ſimple queſtions. 

Was there at any ſeaſon a time in "which a 
. and adequate *in in the Repreſenta- 
1 tion 


— — — —— — — — — — 
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tion was more neceſſary, permanently to unite 
the minds of the graat majority of the People 
in adherence to the Conſtitution? 

Would the Friends of Freedom with whom 
you are connected be diſpoſed to go, if not ſo 
far as Univerſal Suffrage, which | have long 
thought, and! ſtill think, the ſafe and moſt 
praQicable extent, atleaſt ſo far as Mr. Flood's 
propoſition, juſt before his death, of extending 
the exerciſe of the Right of Suffrage to all 
Houſeholders ? t 

- Lefs than this I firmly believe could not be 
propoſed with effect. _ 

With reſpe& to the duration, if not to 
Annual, which ſeems to me the ſimpleſt and 
moſt conſtitutional, would the Friends of the 
Conſtitution in Yorkſhire go ſo far as a modi- 
fication of 'Triennial by excluſion of a third by 
ballot, if this ſhould be found acceptable to 
the Public mind? 

This Reform, and the recognition of the 
French Republic immediately, ſtrike me to 
be eſſential to the honour and intereſts of the 
Nation abroad, and to the preſervation of the 
_ Conſtitution at home, from perhaps a long 
and dreadful decline, or immediate ruin. If 
the times are thought dangerous, the danger, 
in proportion as it is felt or rr e 
cries aloud for the remedy. 

I do not ſay the immediate recognition of 
the Republic of France would fave the un- 
happy perſan for whom fo much unavailing, 
Rand even irritating ſolicitude has been ex- 

preſſed; but I fay it would be probably the 
beſt for him, and certainly for the two Na- 
$243 „ tions, 
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tions / and the peace and happineſs of Europe, 
and that an immediate ſubſtantial Reform in 
the Repreſentation; meaſured by the wiſh uf 
the People, appears requiſite ta the very 
exiſtence of the Conſtiiution :: 
LT remain, with true eſteem,” * 801502! 
Fi. Dn Sir, unf obi vat! 
Lour obliged ebend, 13 
| Dann: LOFET. 
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LETTER V. 
fro A1 796 


From the Rev. on WV cars. Lon 
| {16846 Eſqg. ante 
| — 29h, w.. 
| My dean Sim ey e eee 15 
N anſwer to your queſtions reſpeltinjycths | 
meaſures to be purſued at this · criſis by the 
Friends of Political Reformation, I will feſt 
briefly ſtate x own ſentiments, - and then 
what I conj may be the ſentiments at 
preſent of — whom I am connected 
in Vorkſhire; or what probably will be their 
ſentiments, if matters are not ſpoiled by any 
miſmanagement in this country, and precipi- 
tately hurrying the buſineſs forward before 
then . „ e ROY 
1 perfectly agree with you in thinking a 
Reformation of Parliament is more than ever 
At was before highly defirable for 
the good it would: . it is not moſt 
ardently to be wiſhed and promoted, for the 
additional reaſon, that the greateſt evils, now” 
viſibly impending over us, can only thus be 
averted. G 2 3 
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With reſpe& to the extenſion of the Right 
of Suffrage, I think it '-ought to go to all 
Houſeholders not ſubſiſting upon charity. In 
the Defence of Price I exprefſed myſelf with 
caution, becauſe caution was here abſolutely 
neceſſary, but with latitude ſufficient to admit 
that idea in its full extent, yet applicable to 
the terms intended by Mr. Pitt, and approved 
in Yorkſhire,” bl ©, 
With reſpect to the duration of Parliament, 
I certainly ſhould prefer Annual to Triennial 
Elections. But if Triennial Elections ſhould 
be the general wiſh, the modification propoſed 
(viz.. the excluſion of a third part of the 
Members by rotation annually) ſeems liable 
to'forme- material objections. According to 
this regulation, the People would be limited 
in their choice, the ableſt men, the men moſt 
confided in, would neeeſſarily be excluded one 
year din three. At a criſis like the preſent, it 
would be fatal to the cauſe of Popular Rights, 
if ſuch men as Mr. Fox, Sheridap, Grey, &c. | 
were excluded, even if Mr. Fit really is diſ- 
poſed a0 ſupport thoſe Rights as may yet be 
the. truth. Ii would alſo introduce a new 
rinciple in the Conſtitution, and for all thoſe 

Peace I ſhould he ſitate to ſupport it. 
Mith reſpect to the ſentiments of the York- 
ſhire Gentlemen, I muſt be underſtood d 
ſpeak with great diffidence; though I think. 
may venture to aſſure you, that in general 
they are not greatly different from thoſe I 
have ſtated to be my own on the ſubject of 
extending the Right of Suffrage; or, at leaſt, 
that in the courſe of a renewed ſtruggle, they 
| 9 might 
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might probably come up to the terms you 
approve. Trienhiat Elections they would 


adkere to, I believe; a Ne nee, 


they would not approve. 

In caſes of this ſort, fattre reſolutions muſt 
be regulated by future events; jn'everyiſitua- 
tion of the Public, and in whatever poſt; of 
toil or danger, (from which the molt juſt and 
regular conduct cannot always ſhelter! us) it 
will be our duty to do for the Public what 
appears beſt at that time. I, for one; \thall 
profeſs, that in the preſent temper of the 
Nation, I wiſh to avoid offering any prineiple 
or practice which is unkaown to the Conſtitu- 
tion, and to conſine the Plan of Reform do 


the meaſures propoſed hy Mr. Pitt, improved 


by the adoption of Mr. Flood's s principles, {or 
nearly ſo) with the repeal of the Septeiinial 
Bill. On this ground, ſucceſs, I think,. would 
be certain, and Nr anger of couvulſion all 
N 92 ah 90 ente 
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ſome regulations by which the.operation of 
Mr. Piet's Plan of Reform would be HR 
| war ſpeedy A mates | 
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LETTER, VI. 
© From Cavn, pez 1 to the Rev. . 
* ICS FL IH 26. 1755. 
| — Sir, i | 


' SHOULD not have troutiſea yon with 60 
immediate an anſwer to the ſecond of your | 
two inter letters, if I did not think it a 
point of imineciate urgency, and that if mea- 
ures temperately, but clearly tending to an 
effectual Reform, be not inſtantly undertaken, 
if ie be poſtponed for more quiet times, the 
means attempting to ſecure quiet will. act 
in direct contrariety to their end, and the 
ruin of the Conftitution te certain} and ir. 


Jam glad to hear You! ſentindditx/" 150 
your hope that they may pretty nearly agree 


with choſe of the Friends in general of Hom 


dom and the Conſtitution in Yorkſhire, (With 
reſpect to the extending the exerbiſe of the 
Right of Suffrage, at leaſt to Houſeholders. 
And] hope this is to be underſtood as your 
ſtatement; not only where Boroughs may be 


| enlarged, or large Towys, admitted to the 
exerciſe of Suffrage which are hitherto ex- 


cluded, but alſo with reſpec to County Elec- 
tions. 1 mean, that w heręver there is an 
Houſeholder who has otherwiſe no vote, that 
he be included as a Voter for the County or 
principal Diſtrict where reſident. | 

I cannot ſpeak fayourably of the dif] poſitions 
in this County at preſent to Reform in the 


Repreſentation. Example might re- animate 


their attention. | With 


(11931) 

With reſpe& to the modification of Trien- 
nial Parliaments, I have never been without 
my own doubts and difficulties with rr 
to it. I only propoſed it, as thinking if Annual 
Parliaments ſhould not happen totinitea ſuf- 
ficient degree of concurrence in their favour, 
that Triennial were too long without ſome 
modification, and I have not been able td 
think of any leſs exceptionable or better, on 

the whole, than that which I n:entioned. If 
Annual Parliaments were adoptedjthey would 
much better ſatisfy my mid... 
With reſpect to the original Qoiſtit 
or general principles, it is true the modiſica: 
tion that I propoſed does not roſt, an the far · 
mer, and but imperfectly ſatisfies;thenlatter, 
But you will agree that Trienni 
are no part of the original Conſtitution. 
I am ſorry that the Paper, No, of your 
firſt letter, was not adopted, as, IL think it 
would have been materially ſerviceable to * 
cauſe of Reform. * anno . 
I remain, dear Sir, 1 2; 
With true eſteem, 
Your obliged friend, Kc. | 
- CAPEL. LOFET.. 


It is very happy that in Yorkſhire there 
ſhould be Houſeholders whoſe neceſſity can 
be relieved without forcing them from their 
habitations. In ei an Houſeholder ceaſes 


* The Paper here alluded to was . 4 Declaration N by 
the Editor ON Public Meeting at Hawes, i in the North-Riding of 


Yorkſhire, on the 24th of December, 1792 ;” for which ſee the 
Preliminary Papers at the en of this Volume. 


* 
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to be ſuch, of courſe, and almoſt without ex- 


eeption, if he onee receives alms : he goes into 
r F -e * tet 


LETTER VII. 


From the Rev. C. WVVII I 10 Caprr, Lover, | 
Eſq. 7 
ares ul an. 6, — d 

"Ry My Dear Sir, - IRE } = 
| HAVE lately bad the enen to meet 

Mr. Wilberforce at Mr. Duncombe's. I 
ſpent two days with them in converſation on 
the preſent ſtate of affairs, the proſpect of 
Parliamentary Reform, and the meaſures 
which it may be expedient for the People to 
| propoſe. On all theſe ſubjects their ſentiments 
coincided with mine entirely; or, at leaſt; ſo 
nearly, that it would not be eaſy to mark the 
difference. I did not, however, underſtand 
that Government is at preſent diſpoſed to 
make any conceſſions. It ſeems to be nearly 
the unanimous opinion of the Cabinet to. 
avoid reforming Parliament, if it be poſſible 
to avoid it. The only exception, I believe, is 
to be found, not in Earl n not . the 


U pon an inſſ of the Houſe of wats at Fadens 
in Suffolk, m pare 80, the Editor was ſtruck with the appa- 
rently — ſitustion of e r inhabitants. "They were 
decently cloatbed ; the houſe they — 2 
were ſpacious; their beds and bedding were clean and warm; and 
their proviſions were plentiful and of the beſt quality. What 
| then, it may be aſked, was wanting to make them bappy Libeny, 
and a Home; without which no human creature can enjoy * 
comforts he is intitled to, however aply, in other TER, ns 
| W | D 4 
40 uke 
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Duke of Richmond, but in Mr. Pittʒ but even 
he, Ido not conceive, is diſpoſed actively to 
promote the meaſures which we think ſo ge- 
ceſſary for the preſervation of the Conſtitution. 
do entitely concur, therefore, im yd ur ſenti- 
ments reſpecting the neceffity of preſſing the 
buſineſs forward during the exiſtence of the 
preſent fermentation ; but, at the ſume ume, 
I think the Society of the F riends of the Peo- 
ple in London have. done wiſely in forbearing 
to agitate the great queſtion in Parliament till 
the fanatical zeal of inconſiderate loyalty Has 
evaporated in addreſſes and declaration: Aud 
for a ſimilar reaſon it will be prudent nat to 
attempt to bring Popular Meetings to petition 
for redreſs of grievances even in thoſe-places 
where the ſentiments of the People are moſt 
favourable to Reform. Till London and the 
great Counties are ready to co-operate, p it 
would at preſent be ruinous to the cauſe to 
call a County Meeting in Vorkſhire to petian 
for a Parliamentary Reform. Some external 
impulſe is wanting here, and I may add 
throughout England in general, to give mo- 
tion to the popular mind; and it is not to be 
doubted, if the ſtate of Scotland and Ireland 
be conſidered, and alfo, the various cirenm- 

ſtances of a moſt embarraſſing nature reſpectin 
France and Holland, that"aſoffictent" imp ul 
from without will operate on the Public {it will 
be fortunate if it prove not much more than 
ſufficient) to produce the maſt general appli- 
cations in a regular way to effect the neceſſary 
Reform. I have little rom left, but that 
lde is enough for the anſwer you wiſh to 
have 


— ä œêm—-h O 
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was at 


Conſtitutional Improvement to 
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have reſpecting the extent to which it is pro- 
bable that the Friends of Freedom in Vor- 
ſhire will be willing to adopt Mr. Flood's 
prineiple of giving the Right of Suffrage to 


Houſeholders not being Paupers; I think it 


ought. to; take place in Counties as well as in 
large Towns; I mean to ſupport the adoption 
of that principle in Torkſſüre when the pro- 
per opportunity ſhall arrive, and hope it may 
be carried to that extent, if a County Meeting 
ſhouldche called at a proper time; but ſo much 
will, depend on future contingencies, that I 
can hy no means venture to ſpeak. with any 
degree of confidence on the Reſolutions of 
this County at any Meeting now held only 


in diſtant contemplation © {/, 
I am, dear Sir, cordially yours, 
4; bas 0510} 1-4-1603 Oel. 


— 
* 
* 
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tionary War with France pa ſuſpicions of his verſatility, 


which to the 'Advocares of the People were perplexing in the ex- 
treme. For. his ,proſeſſions were ſtill conti in the language, 
ſeemiugly, of trut and confiftency ; the appearance of fidelity was 
ſtill 2 and no indubitable ſymptom of change in the 
neral plan of his Adminiſtration was obſerved, till the Proclamation 
agaiaſt Sedition was iſſued in 1792. Even after that firſt indica- 
tion of an approaching change of ſyſtem, aſſurances of his attach- 
ment to the Cauſe of Reform were received; and though hope was 
contaneey diminiſhing, it was not abſolutely extinct. There 
leaſt a poſſibility, that he would not, finally deſert the prin- 
ciples of Liberty, and the cauſe of Moderate Reform; and while 
that poſſibility exiſted, prudence and their duty to the Public for- 
bad the Agents of the People to divulge their ſuſpicions. But ſoon 


- after the date of this letter, paſſionate counſels —— — 


both in the Parliament and in the Cabinet; the War with 
was commenced, and Mr. Pitt formed his new friendſhjp with 
Mr. Burke and the Anti-Reforming Nobles. - From that time it 
was evident that he had renounceti'the iples of his youth, to 
which hg owed bis popularity and I and deſerted that ſyſtem of 
ich his fidelity had been pledg- 
od, and to accompliſh which ought to have been the object of his 
| | political 
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From Sole Lover "Ep to the Ker. * 
1 7 r 1 41 le lay 
Dear S9 Di 100 39% 07529 sd 9 
"TROUBLE. y; with a letter, ge ys 
your ſentiments whether there It y pro- 
bability has any colifiderabie e horten of" es 
gre Irrereſts ih" Tork „either Landed, 
nüfactürif ot Cömmercial, we t this 
rime FEE a i wiſh for avoiding W ar with 
8 3C els rh 10 wiſh 1.973] 1D 10 ein 
Is lee de n Prang ba U 
clared War, I eonfts It Rem that ts iö no 
infurtiountabls Cbſekttön. France would hot 
have 55 claret! War, büt from 8 
which WG: hot Hart exiſted! if there rad 
been any , e owe on wir rhe Provi- 
ſional Execu il; or if, perhaps, the 
aeg ok Mr. benin and bther tireum- 
ſtances had not t exceedingly irfirativg, 
hoſtile, 4nd even 85 melious on t e part or 
the Gotetument. of this Country. 
Mlidpiſte) may, perhaps, by this 10 their 
error int dus urging hoſtilities, and ſome part 
of the extent 15 its fatal tendency. If the 
People, ,or any conſiderable Jong, whe- 


political life, His pledge was fatfeite1, his cede aides 
ably loſt, and and ohr wtdf bould only no reef} hat the ſug- 

ceeding part of his Adminiſtration would be mar , his ny 
mined hoſtility to the Rights of the People. The breach of that 


connection, which _ 0 long united; Mr. Pitt and his earlieſt 
Friends, . now the utmoſt prope z they aban- 
doned Na 0 when it was 4 itidiſputable thar he 1 abandoned 
the Cauſe of che People. | * 

& er 
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ther of the Landed or Commercial Intereſts 
(the latter will be moſt immediately affected) 
were now to expreſs their wiſhes that means 
might be taken to put the differences in a 
train of regular diſcuſſion, the War might 
probably even yet not proceed. If it does 
proceed, a few days muſt too probably involve 
us in it inextricably ; aud I confeſs I can ſee 
no other end of it but the ruin of the Trade, 
Commerce, and Conſtitution of Britain, after 
unſpeakable intermediate calamities ſuffered 
and inflicted, and an uncertainty in what 
ſtate or diſpoſition the Nation will be left after 
the events conſequent on ſuch a ſhock. 
I can fee no principle of internal or general 
olicy, nothing in the Law of Nations and 
ature, which requires or will juſtify the 
War. I conſider it as bringing with it ex- 
treme evils of which no preceding experience 
can give us an idea. With theſe ſentiments I 
can do no other than 1 have heep endegyouring 
for ſome time, urge on thoſe who are more 
extenſively connected the neceſſity of all the 
efforts which reaſon, love of their country, 
and philanthropy can inſpire, to avert it. 
I have received, yery unexpectedly, a letter 
by the poſt, from Paris, dated the 7th of this 
month, when that City was in a ſtate of per- 
fect tranquility, and twenty millions had been 
ſubſcribed in a few days, about 800,000, ſter- 
ling, in the equipment of light veſſels. 
| I remain, with due eſteem, ; 

_ > * Your obliged friend, 
0 


(wg) 
I do.not think our danger turns on:Inyaſion, 
or no Invaſion, or on the events of the een 


but on its nature and e eee 
be its events what . wy 100 


. 8 err 2 1 ix. Nat 
From the Rev. C. WrviIr to Ca PEL and 


EI. 

Buaron-Haur, Feb, 28h, 1793- 

My Dear Sir, Wy 79 
| HAVE been particularly hurried with 
buſineſs ſince I received your letter of the 
13th of February, or I ſhould have anſwered, 
it immediately, On the gth of this month I 
wrote to Mr. Pitt a kts, in which I ſtated 
to him my objections to the War, and alſo to 
ſome other parts of his conduct for the laſt 
ten months, in a manner correſponding, I be- 
lieve, pretty exactly with your ſentiments. 
This piece for ſome little time I did not de- 
termine to publiſh; but it is now coming out, 
I fear, in a ſtate far leſs accurate than I could 
wiſh it; but I choſe rather to expoſe myſelf 
to critical animadverſions than to loſe this op- 
portunity to throw out my proteſt againſt the 
War, and to contribute in any degree, 
however ſmall, to put a ſtop to the moſt fatal 
meaſures which have been purſued ſince the 
Revolution in 1688. After having ſaid this, I 
make no doubt you will think it is aot without 
reaſon 1 am for poſtponing any attempt in this 
County to hold a Meeting in oppoſition = 
| & 


PE 
— — — — — — — — 
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the preſent meaſures of Governinemt.. We 
are not yet ripe for ſuch a meaſure; and in- 
deed, 3 think thoſe'who have before been ac- 


tive in promoting Popular Meetings and the 
cauſe of Peace and Reformation, ſhould be 


cautious of running before the ſenſe of their 


countrymen, and rather endeavour that they 
may themſelves he called upon to come for- 
ward, than preſs the country to it, when it 
would be either premature and hurtful to the 
Cauſe, or at leaſt when their efforts would be 
attended with much greater difficulties than 
would be fourd in a more > 1 
of the Country, 
R. Jen em bse ae pet J 
a id, to Mr. Pitt very ſoon after 
mod will have received this, and another to 
my good friend Mr. Lloyd, to whom ego 
my cotopinonts. 3 03 ara? do ATE 4 
I am, my dear Sir,” te 
Le) Your very ſincere friend, [0197 


| \ i Jz 


(xo) . 
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NUNER iv. 3 


9 the Ev) Tor's Corrifpondence with 
ſeveral Yorkſhire Gentlemen, reſpeing 
Meetings #v, ade The F. TrRoNs, i in 1792. 


____ LETTER | V 
From Wu. Cuaxr Ry Ea; Col. Tonnen 


STRAUBENZEE, Thomas 'Maube, Eſq; 


and the Rev. T. W. MORLEY en N 


nme. TG Anni 0 
3 1 N. 1798 - 
8 n 


4% 29 


WE. have fent you, as u Magiſtrate acting 
for this Diſtrict, the ineloſed Requiſi- 
tion, for Meeting of the Inhabitants of the 
Wapontake of Hangs Weſt, for your appro» 
bation and concurrence, thinking that at this 
time every good and peaceful ſubject ſhould 
take the firſt opportunity of deelating his loy- 
alty and attachment to the Conſtitution, + 
well as of expreſſing: his diſapprobation of 
Seditious Publications and. Aſſociatious tend · 
ing to diſtarb the tranquility of the Country; 
and though we are happy, as you alſo muſt 
be, i in not having had opportunity of remark · 
ing any extenſive cireulation of ſuek Publica 
tions, or exiſtence of ſueh Aſſociations in this 
Diſtrict, we ſtill kope it may have a good 
effect in ſtrengthening the confidence of Go- 
vernment to know that fact, as well — 


(ua) 


the ſpirits of thoſe whoſe objects are evidently 
to create à general diffatisfation to the Laws 
and Government — the Country. We are, 
. Ir, mo : 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
WILLIAM CHAYTOR, 
TURNER STRAUBENZEE, 
THO.:MAUDE, 
T. W. MORLEY. 


. » — - 5 
” - , : 
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From the Rev. C. WyviLL 40 3 


Eſq; Col. Tux NEA STRAUBENZEE, Tho- 
Mas Mavps, Eſq; and the Rev. T. W. 
nimmt 


Gentlemen, 


Boxrox-Baiy, Dec. . to. 


HAVE been favoured with your lower.” 


dated at Spenithorne this day, and incloſing 
a notice that Meetings of the Magiſtrates, 


Gentlemen, ' Clergy, Freeholders, — Inhabi- 
tants of the Wapontake of Hang-Weſt, in 
the North-Riding 6 of. the County of York, 
will be held at Middleham, on Monday the 


17th; inſtant, and. at Leyburn, Aſkrigg, and 
Hawes, on the next market-days reſpectively, 


in order to expreſs their loyalty to the King, 


and their attachment to the Conſtitution, as 


= as their diſapprobation. of all Seditious 
Publications and Aſſociations for the purpoſe 


of diſturbing the tranquility of this Country.” 
Flauſible as this Requiſition may appear, 1 
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be, that Meetings for the purpaſe here ſtated, 
excluſive of every conciliatory view to pro- 
mote a juſt and timely redreſs of grievances, 
are not wiſely calculated to ſecure the tran- 
quility of the Country. The grievances 
which are here alluded to, and which have 
been complained of by men who can by 
no means be juſtly claſſed with Republicans, 
Levellers, and other Enemies. of our Conſti- 
tution, are chiefly theſe, viz. the abuſes of our 
Parliamentary Repreſentation, and the heavy 
load of taxes which bears ſo peculiarly hard 
upon the Poor. Theſe complaints appear to 
me to be well founded and of great weight; 
and I think no meaſure ſo likely to allay the 
preſent diſcontents of the Country as an early 
intimation on the part of Miniſters, that as 
far as it may depend on Government, ſatisfac- 
tion ſhall be given is this Seffion to the People, 
by a ſubſtantial but moderate Reform of Par- 
liament; and a reduction or total abolition of 
ſome of thoſe taxes which are moſt oppreſſive 
to the inferior claſſes of the Community. Cou- 
pled with a reſpectſul Petition to Parliament 
for the redreſs of grievances, or with a decent 
ee to the Public that ſome correc- 
tion of abuſes, + which Miniſters themſelves 
ackpowledge to exiſt, is humbly” hoped for, 
your Requiſitian for the intended Meetings 
would appear anexceptionably proper, and like · 
ly to product the belt effects. I ſhould be happy 
to promote theſe joint meaſures at any Gene - 
ral Meeting ef the County, or of this Diſtric 
with which Iatri particularly connected; but 1 


ml explicitly as to you that 1 ſhall nos 
attend 
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attend any Meeting, at this time, for thoſe 
purpoſes alone which are ſpecified in your 
Requifition. I am, Gentlemen, | 

Your moſt obedient, humble ſervane; 


C. WVVIII. | 


— — — — — — — — 
— — — —— — — 


LETTER 1. 


From the Rev. C. WrvilLl to Col. TuRNER 
STRAUBENZEE, 


v 
Borron-Haua, Dec. __ 1. 


: 


12 noo the liberty. to trogbly you! with the 
incloſed corrected copy of my anſwer to 
your Requiſition z the correction made is 
merely a verbal one; in a fingle ſentence 
the expreſſion is altered by ir a little, and is 
thus rendered more exact; but the ſenſe 
remains the ſame; and in this ſhape I 
mean to abide by it, as propoſing what ap- 
pears in my judgment the proper means for 
preſerving permanent tranquility in the 
Country. '1 requeſt you will have the good- 
neſs to communicate my corre&ed anſwer to 
Mr. Chaytor and the other Gentlemen who 
ſigned the Requiſition, and at the ſame time 
to aſſure them that if any attack upon pro- 
perty in this neighbourhood ſhould be made, 
or ſeriouſly menaced, or any breach of the laws 
ſhould be committed by violent men, under 
any pretence of effecting a redreſs of griev- 
ances, or changing our happy Conſtitution by 


King, Lords, and Commons, I ſhall be ready 
to 
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(us) 

to unite with you, and them, and all friends 
of good order, to ſupport the Laws of our 
Country, to maintain Property, and to defend 
the Principles of the Conſtitution. | 7 


I am, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, * 
— — * RIC EAT IT) 
LETTER IV. 
From the Rev. C. WVVIIL to H. DuncomBe, 
Eſq. + 04%”. a ; | 
- Hawes, Dec. 24th, 1792. 
My Dear Sir, bis | 


HAVE the fatisfaQion to inform you that 
at a Meeting of the-Gentlemen, Clergy, 


 Freeholders, and Inhabitants of this town and 


neighbourhodd, held here this day, reſolutions 
have been paſſed, ſtrongly expreſſing their loy- 
alty to the King, their attachment to the Con- 
ſtitution, and their firm reſolution to defend 
Property, and to ſupport the Laws of their 
Country againſt every attack of. deluded In- 
dividuals, under any pretence of. effecting by 


Violent means a redreſs of ' grievances, or 


changing the form of our excellent Govern 
ment by King, Lords, and Commons. a 
The Meeting has not thought it adviſable 
at this moment to intermix with theſe pro- 
feſſſons of loyalty, any mention of grievances 
in their Repreſentation in Parliament, and the 
heavy load of taxes which {till bears peculiar 
ly hard upon perſons of poor circumſtan 

in this Country; but I have their authority 
to inform you that they ſincerely wiſh ſome \ 


+ A fimilar letter is ent to Wm, Wilberforce, Eſgs -—ꝛ 
H 2 . prudent 
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prudent conceſſions in both theſe reſpects may 

be made by Goveramem in this Seſſion, or as 

won as the unavoidable exigencies of the 

State will permit, which they conſider as the 

molt likely means to re-eſtabliſh general har- 

mony and content in the Country. 

Jam, my dear Sir, with great regard, 
moſt nocevely our's, 
C. WVVIIL I.. 


LETTER v. 124 
From the Rev. C. Wvv1LL #0 H. Don const, 

| , BuxrTox-HALL, Dec, 26, 1792. 

My Dear Sir, _ 

the official letter and the refolutions 

which you will receive incloſed under 
the ſame cover with this, I think it neceſſary to 
add, for your information, and for Mr, Pitt's 
alſo, if you ſhould be pleaſed to communicate 
to him, that the mild and conciliatory mea- 
ſures which the Meeting of Hawes has re- 
ſpectfully hinted at in their letter of the 24th 
inſt. and through you' and, Mr. Wilberforce 
 wifh to recommend to him with all poſſible 
deference, and in the manner leaſt likely, in 
the prefent moment, to give offence, was ap- 
proved by ſeveral principal Gentlemen of this 
neighbourhood,” particularly Mr. Chaytor, 
Colonel Straubenzee, and Mr, Morley, who 
had not before ſupported any meaſures tend- 


; . The Editor was Chairman of the Mecting alluded to 
TIS Rd E #1 Ang 
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ing to promote the Neformation of Parlia- 


ment, or, at leaſt; I never heard they did 
And I now think I may faſely aſſure you that 
the ſentiments of this extenſive Diſtrict are 
nearly uhanimons in favour of a moderate 

Parliamentary Reform. TF 

| I am eyer, my dear Sir. n 

Wich the greateſt regard, 
EA faithfully your's, 
0. Ae 


LETTER VI. 


8 : 


From the Rev. G WrvitL to Joun Arber. 


My Dear Sir, ü 249) 51, ; 
| HAVE the pleafare to afure you, thas in 
the courſe of my late viſit to Copgrove, I 
found Mr. Duncombe and Mr, Wilberforce 
perfectly agreed with the Meeting at — * 


that ſome prudent conceſſions on the 


Government, reſpecting the Repreſentation of 
the People, and the Taxes which bear pecu- 


liarly upon the Poor, would be the molt likely 
means to allay the diſcontents of the. Country, 


and ſecure laſting peace and tranquility. But 


I did not undefftand it to be their opinion that 
the meaſures alluded” to, however deſirable 
they may be, are in any degree probable, un- 
leſs on the one hand a Foreign War ſhould be 
2 and on the other hand, a more earneſt 
and general deſire to recover their loſt Rights 
civileges, by every legal CHIC in their 
H 3 power, 

14 ene wh Wilberforce, Eſq, 
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power, ſhould be manifeſted by the People. 
mou our joint compliments and good wiſhes, 
1 remiin, my dear Sir, 
At nd Affectionatel) your's, 13 
- 7 *Bo Wann ae , 
Bvxroxn-HALL, . 10, 1793. 8 


LETTER VIL 
From the, Rev. C. WrvILL to SAMUEL SHORE, 


Elq. 1 
Boron. Hart. * Wa 1792. 


4 My Dear Sir, 


DISLIKE the apccnediogs of ea 
for the laſt ſix or eight months, very much; 
but ] ſtill think it poſſible that Mr. Pitt may 


ſiee the neceſſity of coming forward with a 


conciliatory Plan of Reform, &c. I have had 
much correſpondence lately with Mr. Wil- 
berforce upon this ſubject, who agrees with 
me that Mr. Pitt ought to take this ſtep, and 
that he ought to lower Taxes and avoid a 
War. I am to have his more complete an- 
ſwer ſoon, and if it ſhould then appear that 
Mr. Pitt is determined to grant no Reform, 
and, inſtead of leſſening Taxes, to ruſl into a 
War with France, my confidence in him will 
be wholly gone. In conſidergion of the pro- 


A duplicate of this letter was ſent to ſeveral other Gentlemen 
who had attended the Meeting at —_ as containing the * — 
Which the two County Members, Mr. H. Duncom 
Wilberforce had authorized the Editor to return to that letter — 72 
2 4th of December, 1. which be had been directed by tbe 


Merting to addreſs to 
bability 
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bability of cheſe events, I refuſed, on the 15th. 
of this month, to attend Meetings in this 
Diviſion for the purpoſe of add * the 
Throne, or declaring Loyalty, &c. Ny reaſons 
were given at ſome length with my uſual 
plainneſs. The grounds of objection which I 
havetake n are theſe, that the moderate and 
ſober part of the Country thiał there is juſt 
reaſon to complain of the abuſes of Repre- 
ſentation and the heavy load of Taxes, and 
that no meaſure which does not hold out ſome 
conciliatory view of a redreſs of theſe grie - 
vances, is well calculated to ſecure the peace 
of the Country; that I will not attend the 
propoſed Meetings for the ſole | purpoſe of 
declaring Loyalty, but ſhould be happy to 
promote ſuch a Declaration coupled' with a 
Petition to Parliament, or Declaration to the 
Public to this effect. After this account of 
my letter to William Chaytor, Eſqz &c. you 
will anticipate my reply to your queſtions. I 
think Meetings of the Great Towns in the 
Weſt-Riding very deſirable for theſe joint 
purpoſes; but I think it prudent, and = 
neceſſary, for reaſons which I have f 
time to ſtate this poſt, not to load the * 
ſures of the reſpective Meetings with more 
matter than what I have here mentioned, and 
moſt particularly not to take notice of "ſn 
impending War at preſent. * 
Believe me ever, dear Sir, 


Cen your's, - 
C. WYVILL. 


in Forth is of by fo anlagornr wan ah 
r are omitted, | 
5 LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 
From Samvti Snore, Eſq; to the Rev. 
5 C. Wrvirt. 94 ut 

| M&6zasBROOK, December 22, 1792. 

ds ove e * 

THANK you for your two letters and the 

copy of your reaſons for not attending the 
preſent Meetings in your part of the Country. 
I thoroughly agree with you that thoſe Meet- 
ings will not tend to good, unleſs ſomething 
conciliatory and expreſſive of the People's 
withes for a Reform of Parliament be brought 
forward at them. No Meeting is yet talked 
of at Sheffield, and I own I think one would 
do much harm, without propoſitions of this 
nature were propoſed at it. The People, on 
the Meeting upon the firſt Proclamation, ne- 
gatived any Addreſs by a very large majority, 
and might probably now negative a mere 
Declaration of Loyalty. I have on the other 
fide ſent you a copy of what I ſketched out 
laſt week, as what 1 ſuppoſe might molt likely 
include all the Reformers here“. If that could 


For the declaration here alluded to, which — prepared 
was not offered to the ſubſequent Meeting at Sheffield by Mr. 
Shore, ſee the Preliminary Papers prefixed to this Volume. Ia 
times of greater candour the Editor conceives it would be unne- 
ceſſary by inſerting that declaration to guard the reputation of his 
excellent friend from the poſſibility of injury upon mere conjectu 
and ſurmiſe; but the Paper in queſtion by the Editor's advice was 
not propoſed to that Meeting; and if it were not inſerted in this 
Volume the advice to ſome might appear to juſtify ſuſpicion, It 
is his wiſh therefore, and it is his duty, as far as poſh ble to ſatis- 
fy the moſt diſtruſtful of his Readers or if it be too much o hope 
to ſalisfy, at leaſt to ſilence them by the production of the decla- 


ration. 
be 


— 
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be done, and all would unite, it would be a 
real and — ; but I queſtion whe- 


ther the Friends of would agree to 
any thing ſhort of an expreſs and open De- 
claration in favour of a more equal Repreſen- 
tation, and whether thaſe who might be for 
calling a Meeting. would agree to this, I cannot 
ſay: Any thing that touched upon Faxes 
would alarm the latter much beyond what I 
have inſerted, and might not here be ſo proper, 
on various accounts.” I fear. the rage and 
madneſs of Burke and Windham, with the in- 
clination of the Governing Powers, may hurry 
us into War, and I dread the conſequences of 
ſo raſn a meaſure. In great hafte, but with 


true . r N 
Nee Dear Sir, i $13 f v4 
| - Moſt cordially yours,. 
LETTER IX. 1. GS 


From the Rev. C. Wy v1LL to SAMUEL Snore, 


| WS Dec, 28th, 1792. 
My Dor fl. © OD OS. 
19 you for the communication of your 
intended Reſolutions, and for myſelf alone, 
would have no heſitation to concur with you. 


But at this time, and for Sheffield and for 


you, I doubt their propriety. The time is 
full of jealouſy and violence; Sheffield is ſu 


| ( 122 ) 

poſed to be Republican, and you are a Dif- 
fenter. I therefore would adviſe the utmoſt 
caution in your proceedings, and that nothing 
be added to your profeſſions of loyalty to the 
King, and attachment to the Conſtitution, 
fave only the moſt reſpectful expreſſion of 
your wiſh and-hope, that at this criſis lenient 
and conciliatory meaſures may be adopted by 

Government, eſpecially reſpecting the abules' 
of Parliamentary Repreſentation in general, 
and the particular hardſhip of Sheffield unre. 
preſented, though riſen ſo high in wealth and 
population, What relates to this ſubject 
cannot be too delicately touched at preſent ; 
afterwards, if' no redreſs is given, Petitions 
may come forward, and with more effect, for 
ſo mild a meaſure having been now agreed to. 
Perhaps the Duke ' of Norfolk would be a 
proper channel to convey to Government 
your humble requeſt, if your Reſolutions 
ſhould take no other notice of the letter, 
than that one to his Grace on the ſubje& of 
Parliamentary Reform was propoſed and 
agreed to. Taxes better let alone. 

If Sheffield is cautious, I hope we may have 
ſomething deciſive from the North Riding, 
and in ſome time after that from the County 
at large. | 

I am, dear Sir, 
Lour's ever, 


C. wvvII. 
LETTER 
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From SAMUEL SHoRs, Eſq; to the Rev. C. 
5 y * WyviILL. 8 Den 

6 3-50  MEERSBROOK, Zanxzaty If, 1793. 

My Dear Sir,  _ Sit _ * 
P me to begin by wiſhing you and 
all your's a happy New Year, and many 
ſucceeding ones, and that this which we have 
juſt now entered may be propitious to ſuch a 
Reform in the Repreſentation as will ex- 
tinguiſh the diſcontents which pervade the 
Country, notwithſtanding / the - preſent ap- 
parent. full flowing tide of loyalty, and as will 
be ſufficiently extenſive, not only to give ge- 
neral ſatisfaction, but alſo. to prove, on trial, a 
real ſecurity to the liberties, the happineſs, 
and proſperity of the People. In the next 
place, I muſt thank you for-your laſt letter, 
and inform you, that I took your advice, and 
did not bring forward my propoſitions at the 
Meeting held yeſterday at Sheffield, but ac- 
quieſced in a declaration prepared by our friend 
Mr. Wilkinſon, one of which will cover this 
letter. I did this for the ſake of harmony 
and conciliation, though I own, I had great 
difficulty to bring my mind to agree to any 
thing ſhort of an open declaration for a ſpeedy 
Reform of Parliament. I am happy to think 
that you did good by the manner in which 
you managed to procure a degree of poſitive 
approbation to that meaſure, though you 
were too late to carry your firſt propoſal. 
Your ſecond would not, I believe, have been 
unanimouſly 
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unanimouſly agreed to here, though we could 


have carried even mine, had we been diſpoſed 


to do ſa, by numbers; but we ſhoutd have 


had the majority of the Gentlemen againſt 


us, many of whom are Friends to Reform, 


therefore it may have. been as well that we 
permitted the Meeting to conclude amicably 
and unanimorfly } and the great cauſe of Re- 
form may have gained by this forbearance, 
So many of the Sheffield Conſtitutional So- 
ciety attended, and others of their way of 
thinking, that I am perſuaded we might have 


carried by numbers any thing in favour of 


Reform, had we deemed it prudent and right 
fo to do. I have the pleaſure to inform you, 
that [ never attended a more orderly, peace- 
able, or quiet Public Meeting, notwithſtand- 
ing the 12 I believe, conſiſted of Me- 
chanics, and Members of the Conſtitutional 


Society. One of them made a little objection as 


to the place of meeting not being large enough, 
and on that account he thought it might be 
called a partial one, but he was 2 by 
another of their Members, who ſaid it was, in 
his opinion, a fair open Meeting: the firſt 
faid, he thought the alarms created for bad 
purpoſes, and that he ſaw no reaſon to preſent 
flattering addreſſes on the occaſion ; but when 
it was told him, that nothing of that kind was 
meant, he ſaid no more. he other Mem- 
ber, after the proceedings of the Meeting 
were finiſhed, expreſſed his approbation of 
them, and of our Government by King, Lords, 
and Commons, in a manner that gave general 


ſatisfaction; and the reſt, by their 9 
ä an 


and very handſome behaviour, 


great 
credit. And yet theſe, my dear 225 are the 


men who have been ſo much calumniated, 
J ſhall alſo ſend you to-morrow a paper Icar- 
ried to be printed, addreſſed to the Reform- 
ing Societies, and exhorting them to continue 
to anſwer the abuſe of their opponents by 
peaceable and meritorious behaviour *. I have 


only time to add, that I am ever, 3 
„ 
Very cordiall y yours | 


P.S. You ſee the Declaration of the COW 
ing begins by bearing honourable teſtimony 
to the peaceable diſpoſition of the inhabitants 
of the town, notwithſtanding the 5 re- 
ports to the contrary. 


i js impolite in ths dss to diſcover the leaſt of - 


diſaffection to the Conſtitution at Sheffield, in the year 
Ut vie debug bag anne. a friend had given; my bat 


a man above e To fo 
ay, however, the Declaration adopred by — ie 
Preliminary 
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NUMBER v. 


Containing the Ep ITOR's miſcellaneous Corre- 
Jpondence in the year 1793. | 


LETTER I. : 


From the Rev. Dr. PRIEsTLET to the Rev. C. 
; WryviLlL. "ND 
Rev. Sir, / 4b | 

Take the liberty to return you thanks 
for your excellent letter to Mr. Pitt, re- 
ceived of Mr, Lindſey. It is of particular 
value in this very critical time, and every 
Friend of Liberty owes you the greateſt obli- 
gations. I hope it may be the means of re- 
covering the Liberty of the Preſs “, which we 
. have 


Among the advantages which this Nation has derived from 
the Revolution in 1688, there is none more prominent, or of 
ater value, than, the Toleration which has almoſt uni» 
ormly enjoyed ever fince that event, under laws leſs liberal than 
ought to have been, but adminiftered with a generous policy, 
which in a great meaſure ſupplied their defects. But the time was 
faſt approaching when the rage of Intolerance was to burlt out, 
with a degree of violence unknown for ages ; and he who thus 
juftly complained of the fettered flate of the Preſs, was to be the 
much-injured object of Popular Perſecution, and might juſtly com- 
28 that he could not breath with ſafety the air of his native 
ountry. In juſtice to the Miniſter, it muſt be owned, that there 
is no ground for ſuſpicion. that the barbarities alluded to were in- 
fligated by him, or by any authority employed with his conſent. 
But he cannot be exculpated from the charge that his influence was 
not ſufficiently exerted to repreſs the ſpirit of Intolerance, to pu- 
niſh the ex of a lawleſs Rabble, and to ſecure to the venera- 
ble Sufferer that compenſation which was due to him. Some te- 
compence for his lots of property was indeed obtained by Dr. 
Prieſtley ; but it was inſufficient even as a pecuniary co tion, 
and it was gained, after a long delay, by the verdict of a Jury. 
On this occaſion it behoved. the Govergment to prevent any juſt 


complaint 


( 1#7 ) 
have in a great meaſure” loſt, You will not 
be moleſted, and under your wing others may 
be ſafe. I am, Reverend Sir, 


Your very humble Servant, 
I. PRIESTLEYT, 


March 7th, 1793. | | 
_ | - 
LETTER u. 
From the Rev. C. WrvIII to the Rev. Dr. 


PRIESTLEY. 


BuxToxn-HALL, March 13th, 1793. 
Rev. Sir, e 


Have received the favour of your obliging 

letter, and I am very happy to find, that 
you approve mine to Mr, Pitt, and think the 
publication of it may contribute in ſome de- 
gree to remove thoſe reſtraints which have 
been lately impoſed upon the Liberty of the 
Preſs, With reſpe& to the War with France, 
I am: aware how unavailing it muſt be, in the 
preſent ſtate of political opinjgn, to argue 
againſt it; and with reſpect to Political Re- 


complaint that cedreſs was ſlowly or inadequately obtained. The 
merit of the Sufferer, as a Philoſopher at leaſt, intitled him to 
their aſſiſtance; and ſince no ſatisfaRtion could be made him even 
by the power of Government, for the more atrocious injurics of a 
perſonal nature, Juſtice and true Policy required that the pecuni- 
ary recom ould have been ample ſpeedy. The narrow 
and vindiQtive ſpirit which withheld their aid, marks with diſho- 
\ nour the character of that Adminiſtration, | | x 
f The Editor has here to acknowledge his want of tecollection, 
when in his note to Dr, Prieſtley's letter to him, of the 14th of 
February, 1782, he affirmed that letter to be the only one he had 
received from him. This now before the Reader was unexpett- 
edly fonnd, on examining his papers of a ſubſequent date.. Ser 
2 note alluded to at page 157 of the 4th Volume of his Political 
apers, Ts +» . 5 ; ; 44 


formation, 


(18). 


formation, how hopeleſs to attempt it at this 
moment; yet I am confident, that nothing 
which at this time may be rationally ſaid by 
any one, againſt the War, or in favour of a 
temperate Reformation, will ultimarely prove 
to have been a uſeleſs teſtimony, 

I have the mortification to find that et 


perſons, whom I ſincerely reſpect, blame me 


much for ws written and publiſhed this 
itt, which they think very 


letter to Mr, 
reprehenſible, not as a compoſition on account 
of any groſs defects which they have ob- 
ſerved in the ſtyle or argument, but as an 
action which appears to them unſeemly, and 
not conſiſtent with correct morality. - Could 
I perceive that I have done the leaſt injuſtice 
to Mr, Pitt, or that I have treated him with 
out candour or reſpect, I ſhould regret it to 
the laſt moment of my life. But I am ſatiſ- 
fied that in my letter to him no alluſion can 
be found to aught that is confidential, or that 
might not have been eaſily collected by the 
Public from what was before underſtood, that 
his Letters, and the Heads of his Bill, are 
properly to be conſidered as Public Papers, 
and Juftly may be held by me in the manner 


my letter, in behalf f the Public; 


and that as 1 feel no maleyolence or diſre- 


ſpe& to Mr. Pitt, but much the contrary, ſo 


none has heen expreſſed in the leaſt degree 


in the Letter addreſſed to him. I truſt it is 


unneceffary to ſtate more at large to you my 
means. of . juſtification ; I may bly be 
d, in my own defence, to explain my 


to the Public; but- as matters fac 
˖ 
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at preſent, it is moſt probable, I think, that. 


nothing of this miſunderſtanding will tran- 
ſpire, and conſequently no defence will be 
neceſſary f. But I wiſhed to appriſe you, 
Sir, that if any ſuch imputations ſhould reach 
you, I do not admit the juſtice of them, - but 
think myſelf able to demonſtrate that my 


conduct on this occaſion is not liable to any 


reproach, 
I am, Rev. Sir, with great reſpect, 
'Your obliged and obedient ſervant, .' 
C. WYVILL. 


ä ——— r — 
LETTER Ill.“ wel 


From T. BRAND Hor is, Eſq; to the Rey. 
C. WVVILL. 
Dear Sir, 


THANK you for the letter, and that you 

have ſpoke out, I am perſuaded it will do 
good, Reform of Parliament is much can- 
vaſſed, and a moderate Reform will not now 
content the People, who are more informed 
than they were. Knowledge ſometimes comes 
by an afflatus, and its progreſs is rapid and 
univerſal, and not to be withſtood. 

The human race ſeems to be raiſed in the 
ſcale of beings, And will never be e 
more. 


+ In this enpectatidn the Editor | was nde "He found it 
neceſlary, in 1796, when he publiſhed” his A adence with 
Mr, Pitt, to exculpate himſelf, by a ſlatement of his caſe ; for 
which, ſee page 51 of the 4th volume of his — — 


=: nt on ute . . t and 
ſome ann * 4 the Editor, a 4h 


"=P 
1 rar EKH DARTE 31 The 


— 
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The French Revolution is the moſt extra. 
ordinary event. that has happened in the 
hiſtory of the world, and it is big with great 
conſequences. 

The calamitous circumſtances attending 
' great revolutions might be ayoided, and will 
be in future, tho* now much to be dreaded, 
l am, with regard, dear Sir, 
Moſt ſincerely your's, 
T. BRAND HOLLIS. 


March 8th, 1793. 


LETTER IV. 


From the Rev. C. WXVILL o Thomas BRAND 
HoLLis, Eſq. 


WISH, my dear Sir, that you and the other 

4 Friends of Liberty in London could ſee the 
dangers of a Revolution in as ſtrong a light | 
as I do. To guard againſt thoſe dangers was 
with me one principal reaſon for writing my 
letter to Mr. Pitt. A moderate Reform might, 
1 think, be carried with ſafety, if the London 
Meetings would be content with it; but if you 
put the conteſt on the alternative of a Revolu- 
tion, or remaining as we are, the queſtion will 
be certainly decided againſt you. I truſt your 
Society, the Friends of the People, will fee this 
in a proper light, and beware of going too far. 
I am ever, my dear Sir, Wa 
Very ſincerely 4 


- 


BunTonsHalt, March 17, 1793. 
o his corhneftion with this benevolent man, the Editor wa 
introduced in the year 2780, at the firff Meeting of ties, of 
- which Mr. Brand Hollis was appointed a Member by theWeſtminlter 
| Committee. 


. 


{wall but highly honoared Band alluded to; 
ereaſed, and 
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LETTER v. 
From Joan Lee, Eſq; to the Rev. C. Wrvirt. 
STALNDROP, 10th March, 1793» 


Dear Sir, . 
TRE Continuance of my very ill health 
having hitherto made it impoſſible for 
me to undertake a journey to London, I did 
not receive the favour of your preſent till 
laſt night, for which I take the earlieſt op- 
portunity of returning you my warmeſt 
thanks. To fay the truth, I do not know 
that I ever read a Book which I ſo much ad- 
mire, and in which I ſee nothing to diſap- 
prove; the preſent ftate of Political Opinion 
makes it of no importance, that I cannot add 
one to an almoſt inviſible Minority who are 
ineffectually ſeeking ro ſave our devoted 
Country from. one of the greateſt National 
Calamities. ® I thank you for your very kind 
wiſhes, and am with great reſpect, a 
Dear Sir, your's moſt ſincerely, 
| JOHN LEE. 


Committee, He was the faithful friend of Dr. John Jebb; like 
him, an ardent lover of Liberty, and like him, as the Editor con- 
ceived, ſometimes miſled by views of theoretical perfection from 
the, great object of praQical utility. Henoe in the Editor's cor- 
reſpandence with Mr. B. Hollis, as in that with his moſt worthy 
friend, Dr. John Jebb, there was ſometimes a mixture of contro- 
rerſy, but without the leaſt taint. of that acrimony which is apt to 
be generated by differences of political opinion. The Editor's 
connection with Mr. B. Hollis has remained uninterrupted by 


their diverſity of ſentiment on various occaſions ; and be acknow- 


ledges with' pleafure and gratitude, that he has received ma 
proofs of the eftrem, the confidence, and anxious ſolicitade of 


good ftiend, | | 
* This zealous Friend to Liberty never . K. 


by a premature death ſoon after ns dd 
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LETTER VI. 


From the Rev. William Maso to the Rev. 
a C. WrviIr. 


As ron, March 15th," 1ygz. 


Dear Sir, | | 
N my return on the 12th from "Town, 
where I paſſed the laſt three months, I 
found a preſem from you of your late Publi- 
cation, of which I had received there ſome ac- 
count;from certain of our joint Friends, tho 
of different ſentiments in point of Politics. 
As I profels myfelf_to be one of thoſe two 
claſſes of no inconſiderable number, who 
think that your preſent attack upon Mr. Pitt, 
and your preſent eulogy of Mr. Fox, are. both 
of them equally - timed, to uſe the mildeſt 
term poſlible, I hope you will be candid 
enough to forgive me if I withhold, thoſe 
thanks for the receipt of your Pamphlet, 
which I could not give you without a breach 
1 of that ſincerity with which I have ever been 
| (| uſed to meet my belt friends, and which you 
Ii have hitherto always experienced in, 
5 Dear Sir, Favs 
ti | Your very faithful ſervant, 
1 My beſt compliments attend Mrs, Wyvill, 
and good wiſhes for the health of your young 
family. 1 
the Public of his aſſiſtance when it was needed moſt, and himſelf 
of thoſe profeſſional honours to which his learning, his ſterling 
ſenſe, and a maſculine eloquence ſuited to the boldneſs and vigou! 


of his mind, juſtly entitled him. The Editor reflects with plea- 
fure unabated by many years that he enjoyed the good-will and 


ofteem of ſuch a Man. 
- oi 644 LETTER 


— 


n == 
"OOO yoo — ———————— — 
my 
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LETTER VII. = 


From the Rev. C. Wy to the. Rey. 15" 
W. Magon. - 1 | 


By res- Hatl, March 20th, 1793. 


© My Dear Sir, lt 


AM always happy when any part of my 

public conduct meets your approbation, 
and I reflect with pleaſure that you often 
have approved it. In two inſtances laſt year 
and this, I have not been ſo fortunate 2: I am 
ſorry for it; but I am neither "ſurpriſed nor 
diſcouraged, 

With reſpect to the letter to Mr, Pitt, 
though I can moſt truly aſſert that it was 
written from my conviction that the preſent 
meaſures of Government have a very dan- 
gerous tendency, yet I am ſufficiently aware 
of the difficulty of ſuch diſcuſſions not to ex- 
pect that my Friends will readily and unani- 
mouſly concur in my Political Opinions; but 
being impreſſed with that conviction, I ſhould 
not have done my duty to the Public if I had 
not declared my ſentiments, and {tated the rea- 
ſons which appeared to me to ſupport them. If 
I am in the right, it is a matter of much im- 
portance that the Cabinet and the Public ſhould 
think as I do; it Iam wrong, it is but the 
harmleſs error of a'welkintending Individual, 
and as ſuch, I truſt it will be conſidered by . 
you and others whoſe opinion may differ 
from mine, I will only add, that I reflect 
with ſatistaction upon my conduct on this oc- 
n and I ſee no reaſon to doubt that the 

I 3 Public 


— — — — —__ — — — —— 
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Public will do juſtice to the integrity and im- 
partiality with which I am conſcious "wy let · 
ter to Mr. Pitt was written. 
Jam ever, my dear Sir, 
With great regard, 
Your's very ſincerely, 
C. WYVILL. 


LETTER vnn. | 
Front the Rev. C. WyviLL t SAMuEL Snokr, - 
f i Efq. - 
: BuxTox-HALA, * 30, 1805 
* Dear Sir, 


1 gives me great pleaſure to ſind you ap- 
prove my letter to Mr. Pitt, and think it 

well · timed. I have never done any thing 
ſince I firſt took a part in politics which was 


more uſeleſs to the Public, or which on reflec- 


tion, gives me more ſatisfaction. But my ſatis- 
faction is not unmixed with regret, to find ſome 
Friends whom I highly value conſider it as an 
unfeemly action to publiſh ſuch a letter, after 
it had been privately ſent to Mr. Pitt. I do 
not admit the force of this and other objec- 
tions that have been made; neither will 1 
trouble you with the detail of my replies. I 
Have no diſpleaſure at Mr. Pitt; I had no in- 


tereſt to declare againſt his preſent ſyſtem, 


except that intereſt which every individual 
Has, that public misfortune may be averted. 
I have divulged nothing confidential; but 
papers-communicated to me * a Miniſter 5 
the 


— n W . 5 
* 
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the buſineſs of the Aſſociation, under no ſeal 
of ſecrecy, I think I have a right to keep; 


not to uſe them for any maleyoletit purpoſe, 


or wantonly to produce them; when their 
appearance could only gratify an idle curioſi- 
ty, and when Mr. Pitt himſelf might poſſi- 
bly be meditating. ſome improvement in his 
Plan; but as a faithful Truſtee of the Aﬀoci- 
ation, and in ſome meaſure of the Public alſo, 
to preſerve them for production when' they 
may be produced with perfect propriety, and 
viſibly for no other reaſon, with no other 
view than to promote the welfare of the Pub- 
lic in the important buſineſs of Reformation. 
I am not quite clear that it has been pru- 
dent in your Society to determine to bring 
the quien of Parliamentary Reform before 
the 
having been taken and declared to the Pub- 
lic, I ſee not how it could be avoided; I will 
trouble you to inſert my name in the intended 


Petition which I have ſeen and approve; but 


I fear it will not be prudent to circulate it at 
preſent for ſignatures in this Country. In 
the temper of the Country now it would be 
highly inexpedient to call a County Meeting 
on the ſubject; and though it would not be 


difficult to procure ſeveral hundreds of names 


in this neighbour hood, it would give offence 
which might, retard the holding of a great 


County Meeting: that is the object we muſt 


keep in view, and yet not be in too great a 
hurry to ſeize it, I ſhall attend the Quarter 
Seſſions in ten days, when I ſhall» probably 
meet ſeveral of our Friends, and I have writ- 

| wr r 


ouſe this Seſſion; but rHe Reſblution 
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ten to others to conſult them ; but the re- 
ſult, I believe, will be ſuch as I have al- 
ready intimated, Mr. B. Hollis ſent me the 
Petition a few days ago, and wiſhed to have 
my aſſiſtance. There could be no doubt of 
that ; but whether it will be proper to' do 
more than ſign it myſelf,” is a matter which, 
for the good of the Cauſe in Yorkſhire, 1 
muſt not haſtily determine. * 
I am ever, my dear Sir, 
Mot cordially your 8, 
C. WVVILL. 


LETTER IX. 


From the Rev. Dr. Towtss to the Rev. | 
. Fate, 
Rev. Sir, | 


RECEIVED the 3 of 3 your very able 
tter to Mr. Pitt, for which I am ex- 
tremely obliged to you. . You have pointed 
out, in a very ſtrong and juſt light, the per- 
nicious tendency of that unneceflary and im- 
politic War (not to make uſe of thoſe harſher 
epithets which might juſtly be applied to it) 
in which the Nation is now unhappily in- 


Mr. Shore, in his letter of the 25th of March, 1793, had 
informed the Editor, that the F riends of the Feople, after much 
debate, had determined to petition Parliament for a Reform in the 

reſentation, and that they hoped to be ſupported by ſimilar 
Petitions from the Country, To avoid loading the Reader with 
ſome paſſages of little political importance, and repetitions of 
what had been ſaid before by other Correſpondents, it was thought 
adviſable that Mr. Shore's letter ſhould be omitted, and this ex- 
planation ſhould be given of that pact of it which occaſioned the 
Editor's reply in this letter of March zoth, 1793. 


0 


volved, 
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—— 


volved. It appears to me, that at no period 


in the hiſtory of this country have the People 


been more deluded by men in power than at 


preſent ; and I think that ſuch has been the 
conduct of Mr. Pitt, that he has not now the 


leaſt claim to the confidence of the Public. It 
appears to be the full determination of the 


Court and Miniſtry not to attend to the moſt 
moderate propoſals for a Parliamentary Re- 


form, and our foreign and domeſtic politics 
ſeem to be exactly of the ſame complexion.” 
As to the junction of Great Britain with the 


confederacy of German Deſpots, it will, I 
think, be a diſgrace to this country as long as 
any Hiſtory of Europe ſhall remain. 
I am, Rev. Sir, n 
Your moſt obedient ſe FC 
-* * JOSEPH TOWERS. 
Sr. Joun's Squartr, . rH, 


CLERKENWELL, No, 26, 
April 26, 1793+ 


— 
LETTER X. 


From the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Rev. Dr. 
Towrxs. | 


HaxzTizPOOL, Sec, 1 
Rev. Sir, 3225 166 

1. is a great ſatisfaction to me to find that 
my Publications in ſupport of Civil and Re- 
ligious Liberty have been repeatedly honoured 
with your approbation. 'The laſt, which ſome 
of the Friends of Mr. Pitt have ſeverely cen- 
ſured, but of which you and other ſteady 
"OCH Friends 


,  —— 
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Friends to Liberty have been. pleaſed to ex- 
preſs a very different opinion, is, I am ſenſi» 
ble, little intitled to your commendation on 
any other account than that of the rectitude 
of intention with which it was written. 
Some years ago, the buſineſs. of Political Re-. 
formation threw me into a pretty cloſe con- 


nection with the. Miniſter, whoſe ſincerity, at 


that time, ſaw no. reaſon to diſtruſt, Since 


that, my confidence in him, as a Patriot diſ. 


poſed to make ſacrifices in favour of Public 


Liberty, and to run riſques to effect a Refor- 


mation of Parliament, has been gradually 


weakened, till at laſt his conduct in the late 


great debate on Mr. Grey's Motion on that 
ubject has fully ſatisfied me that Mr. Pitt is 


not the perſon to whom the Nation will owe, 


in any great degree, the renovation of its 
Conſtitution; that he will run no riſque to 
preſerve his conſiſtency; that his principal 
object is not to improve the Conſtitution, and 
meliorate the condition of his Countrymen, 
but to ſecure the permanence of his power, 
the duration of which, for a ſingle day, he 
ſeems unwilling to hazard for the attainment 
of that Political Reformation he formerly 
thought of ſuch mighty importance. I am 


ſincerely ſorry for this change; it is a morti- 


fying inſtance of the imperfection of human 
nature; and in conſequence of it we ſuſtain 
the loſs of à powerful friend, by whoſe aſſiſ- 
tance the reſtoration of our Conſtitution might 
have been more ſpeedily effected, and many 
dangers might have been avoided. Yet I hope 
there is vigour and prudence in a- ſufficient 

; meaſure 


© "FF RT 
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meafure'in- the Engliſh Nation to aecompliſh' 
a fubſtantial Reform without his help, and 
without ineurring the dangers of a great Re. 
volution. And in this expectation I the- more 
readily indulge myſelf, from ſome late publi- 
cations;, and ſome late events, in Which you, 
Sir, as a Member of the Society, the Friends 
of the People have probably bad a ſhares 


Their Reports on the Repreſentation of Eng- 


land and Scotland, and their pPetitions- ſo- 
wiſely grounded on thoſe Reports, cannot fail 
F produce à great effe& on the nnd of 
ublic. 
Y have the hondur to be, Sir ü 
Wich great reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient- ſorvant;- E 
| C. WYVILL.- 


; * [ N f 
LETTER XI. 


From MainApUEE CON rA; Iq; i nde 


Rev. C. Wry rn. 


g Wasn euer, | 
Ge April 5. 1793. 


1 HAVE been prevented returning you my 
thanks for your late Publication ſo ſoon as. 
I ought. to- have done,. indeed by the negli- 
gence of the Bookſeller I did not receive is . 


till the-7th of this month. If I venture to 


talk a little of Politics to you, I beg you 
will conſider it as a mode of acknowledgi 
the * alen I had in readin 

bot 


4 
' 
U 
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both your Pamphlets, more reſpectful than 
keeping ſilence entirely on the ſubjects of 
them, and not from any confidence in my 
own opinions. 

I muſt own the reaſons given by Mr. Fox 
in the Houſe of Commons, and by yourſelf in 
your late Letter, for ſuſpending the War till the 
neceſlity for it became more viſible, appear to 
me to be very powerful, notwithſtanding the 
tide of Popular Opinion, which runs ſo violent- 
ly the other way; ſtrange that it ſhould with 
the ſame Generation that ſaw the beginning 
and end of the laſt War. | 

1 have always thought that multiplying 
Electors, unleſs ſome meaſures were alſo taken 
to improve and purify a little the motives of 
Election, would not anſwer the end propoſed, 
and perhaps I might quote in ſupport of this 


notion ſome neighbouring Boroughs, where 


the Right is as popular as even the Duke of 
Richmond could wiſnh; nor does it ſeem quite 


clear that ſhortening much the duration of Par. 


liaments during the preſent ſtate of men's minds 
would be attended with beneficial effects. 

\- Purifying men's minds, you will fay, is fine 
talking, and yet it ſeems that experiments 
for that purpoſe might be tried, and not 


without ſome proſpe& of ſucceſs, and with 


ſome of the Old Inſtitutions. 

If the Clergy could be prevailed upon (effect- 
ing. it by compulſion would not do) to be reſi- 
dent, and entering, into the ſpirit of their pro- 


feſſion become real Paſtors, might not the good 


effects be conſiderable even with reſpect to 
the Houſe of Commons; but if ſuch a change 
| + i 
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is not to, be looked for, ,why- ſhould not the 
ſtipends of the Pariſh Clerks be made ſo com- 


petent as to invite men capable of teaching 
to read readily, and write, that ſo if the peo- 


ple cannot obtain Teachers, they may teach 


themſelves ? | x 


The endowed Schools alſo ſhould be look- 


ed to; they are now many of them ſunk into 


ſinecures, for which perhaps the Patrons of 
Prebends and Canonries are more to blame 
than the Maſters of ſuch Schools; and laſtly, 
not to prate longer, it might not be difficult 
to give a little new life to the ſupine Magiſ- 
tracies of Corporate Towns, which are now 
too much occupied by men whoſe ſituations 
are not ſufficiently independent, | | 
I am, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 

M. CONSTABLE.*. 


CD 
LETTER XII. 


From the Rev. C. Wyvilt to MARMADUKE 
CONSTABLE, Eſq. | 
HArTLEPOOL, May 2. 1793» 


Sir 4 
Tis a great ſatisfaction to me to find, from 
your obliging letter of the 3oth of April, 


that you approve what I have faid in my late 


| Publication 

* To this reſpectable Magiſtrate the Editor's acknowledgements 
are juſtly due r . — readineſs with which —— 
his conſent, that this letter might be inſerted in this Collection. 
Mr, Conſtable never engaged with the Yorkſhire Affociation in 


their endeavours to effect a Political Reform: yet with: them be 


was an enemy to the corrupting priaciple of Government; and he 


ſelt with them that ſome correction ꝙ abuſes in EleQions was ab- 


ſolutely neceſſaty. He is deſervedly efteemed as a man of a truly 
honourable character ; à Friend alike to Rational Religion, and 
a well-regulated Freedom, 
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Publication againſt the preſent 'War ; from 
which, if per ſevered in by our Government, 
the moſt ruinous conſequences ſeem juyſtly to 
be apprehended. With reſpect to Political 
Reformation, our ſentiments, I flatter myſelf, 
are nearly agreed, I certainly think with 
you, ,that the corruption, and many other 
diſgraceful circumſtances attending our Elec. 
tions, are evils of great magnitude, and with- 
out an effectual correction of thoſe abuſes, it 
is very immaterial whether the preſent groſs 
inequality in our Repreſentation in Parliament 
be rectified or not. But I fear all attempts to 
purify the morals of the lower claſſes of the 
people in any great degree, however laudable 
they may be, for the rectitude of their deſign, 
will prove defective and almoſt nugatory in 
their execution, ſo long as the acknowledged 
practice of Government ſpreads the taint of 
corruption among the ſuperior claſſes. The 
Principle of Government itſelf muſt firſt be 
rendered virtuous, and then the integrity of 
the upper claſſes will naturally operate down- 
wards upon the lower people, and thus work 
a general reformation of morals, by what in- 
attentive. obſervers might ſuppoſe to be a mere 
political regulation, calculated only to take 
,Pawer ,qut of one ſcale, and put it in anather. 
'Lo.engeavour to ppſh reformation upwards, 
by. ;firſt purifying the inferior part of the 
people, and by their virtue counteracting the 
miſchievous effects of a Government whoſe 
principle is vice, is little better than attempt- 
Ing to purify the ſtream below, while poiſon 
4s at the ſource. But let the poiſon which is 
; > 
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at the ſpring head be removed, and the ſtream 
will flow pure and - wholeſome, without far- 
ther trouble. 8 7 Of: 
When Mr. Pitt's motion, about eight years 
ago, for effecting a Reform in the Repreſen- 
tation was negatived, it was at firſt ſuppoſed 
that meaſures for rendering Elections unex- 
penſive and free from tumult and other irre- 
gularities would be readily admitted, and 
theſe were always conſidered as the indſpenſa- 
ble concomitants of that plan. Wieh that 
view, a plan for a Regiſter of Voters Was pro- 
poſed by Lord Stanhope, in order that the 
Poll might be taken in many places in each 
county, and was paſſed into a law; but being 
perhaps too operoſe and complicated, it Was 
objected to on that account, and alſo for ſome 
ſmaller difficulties attending it, and by the 
uuited force of the Ariſtocracy it was repealed, 
Another plan was then ſuggeſted at Mr. 
Wilberforce's deſire; but, tho' this plan was 
perfectly eaſy to be executed, being nothing 
more than an application of the principle on 
which a Liſt of Jurors is framed, to the for- 
mation of a Liſt of Voters, and tho"it was appro- 
ved and.drawn out technically in the fotm̃ of 
a Bill, ready for preſentation to Parliament, 
yet having been put off from year to year, in 
hopes of meeting a more favourable temper 
of the Houſe, that more auſpicious ſeaſon has 
never arrived, and it is now evident that this 
and every ſimilar improvement muſt be given 
up till the Nation ſhall interfere with greater 
efficacy to rectify the principal defects and 
abuſes of our political ſyſiem. When Wat den 
| ke en 
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been done, and Parliament has become what 
the Conſtitution means it ſhould be, the check 
and controul of Government, inſtead of bein 
a mere tool to effect its purpoſes, good or bach 
with greater facility, various Reforms in dif- 
ferent departments of our National Syſtem 
may be expected to take place. Among theſe 
I heartily wiſh to ſee an abolition of Tithes, 
and that good Laws may be ſtrictly put in 
force againſt Pluralities and Non-Reſidence. 
My ſentiments entirely accord with yours 
on theſe ſubjects, and I return you many 
thanks for the pleaſure of peruſing the pa- 
pers relating to them, which you have had the 
goodneſs to ſend me. Thoſe reſpecting your 
diſpute with Mr, W, ſhall be returned with 
particular care. | 
I am, Sir, with great reſpect, 
Your molt obedient ſervant, | 
C. WYVILL.*, 


The inſtitution of a Parochial Clergy, in the preſent condition 
of the — ſeems wiſely calculated to improve the Morals 
of the People. It muſt be owned, at leaſt, that if the Morality 
of the Nation is not as elevated as it ought to be, it would be 
likely, without the aſſiſtance of the Clergy, to fink to a lower de- 
gree of depravity than it has now reached ; it would be a proot 
of ungratetul prejudice to deny that many of our Pariſh Priefts ate. 
men of diſtinguiſhed Learning, and an elevated character of Vi- 
tue, who ſcorn the lures of Power and Corruption, and, retired 
in humble ſituations, devote their beſt efforts to promote the Caule 
of Morality and Rational Religion. - | 

What could be donc by them has been done to enlighten the Bo- 
dy of the People, and inſpire them with the love of Virtue; but that 
their Zeal and Integrity have failed to produce that general cleva- 
tion of mind which is {6 truly to be wiſhed, and which can beſt be 
founded on Rational Religion, ſeems to be admitted. To what 1s 
the failure to be imputed ? to what ſo obviouſly as to the Prevalence 
of corrupt Maxime in the Superior Claſſes, counteraQing the ef- 
forts of the Virtuous Clergy, and infecting their, leſs wiſe and 
worthy Brethren with a mean and ſelfiſh ſecularity which is the 

reverſe of that ſpirit which the Goſpel inculcates ? So long 7 Bu 
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An \BurGn, Eſq. J Ain. 0 
doro Hart, New. %, 1793. 

My Dear Sir, ts Oy | 42 7 2 * 21 2 1 
| GIVE my conſent to what appears to be 
ſo much your wich and Mr. Blanchard, 

viz. that Mr. Morton Pitt's Paper, ſhewing 

the diſtreſſed ſtate of the Poor in ſome Dis- 
tricts which he had examined, and Dr. Knox's 

Paper, giving an account of the late dutrage 
offered to him and his family, and the ſer- 
mon which provoked ſuch treatment, ſhall be 
withdrawn! TREES of courſe impute 

to other cauſes thah my confidence in Mr. 

Pitt, either as a Minifter, whoſe general con- 
duct I approve; or whoſe attachment to the 
Cauſe of Political Reform I think unqueſ- 
tionable. In my judgment, Mr. Pitt has 
changed the ſyſtem he began with, and which 
we agreed in ſupporting. He was a Friend to 
Peace, to Oeconomy, and to Political Refor- 
mation: he has involved us in a War which 
renders his com unavailing, which in a 
ſingle year will abfortf all his ſavings ; and he 
has done his utmoſt to ſuppreſs Reformation, 
. ſpirit of our Government is debaſed by corruption, ſo long it will 
be rational to expect that our eſtabliſhed InſtruQors, in part, will 
ö be contaminated by 1; and their efforts to exalt and dignify the 
general character of our People, will be in proportion ineffica- 


> cious and unſucceſsful. To purify that ſpirir, tberefote, by a 

ö Radical Reform ot our Political Abuſes, and conſt — — 

t troduce among our Clergy a more geur.0us and difnce | 
. tv diſcharge their duty, muſt be the wiſh of te Moralift, even if 
| | he could be ſuppoſed wholly to diſregard the Preſervation of Na- 

tional Liberty, | : 5 op, 
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by confounding thoſe ho preſſed only for 
his own moderate meaſures, with the 1 

violent enemies of Order and Property, | 
on frankly to you, therefbre, I no longer 
wiſh him and his meaſures ſucceſs. If be 
gives us a Peace this Winter, I, ſhall, rejoice 

at what I think abſolutely, veceſſary 40 pr 

vent the greateſt calamities; but y c 
ſidence he never more will have. If be-doc: 
not give us a Peace, or male ſome reaſonable 
overture for it, Wbick fince 4bg capture of 
Toulon be. certain]y,.. has means of 
making, I do fincerely. Ve his War 
againſt the French will be the * Ni 4, 4 
War we have ſeen, and Mr. more 
_ hated Miniſter than Lord 1275 imſelf, 
Von are miſtaken, I believe, with reſpect to 
- the; preſent ſentiments. of the Countsy'; the 

- wiſh for Peace is „as far as, ] have. 

; {eryed. Vou will.excu me, 1 hope, if 1 
| furely my good friend, whole eye is fo quick 
And piercing, whoſe mind. is ſo. enlarge . 

PDPfhiloſopbical, whoſe principles n Jed 
him to defend the Rights and Intereſts of the 
People with ſo much zeal, will not much longer 
de miſled by the declkmation of Mr. Burke, to 
lend his ſupport to a ſyſtem. | whoſe . tendency 
is to confirm the Uſurpations of the Great, 
to perpetuate. the evil principle of our Go- 
verument, and which purſues theſe joint ob 
jects of the Crown and the . by 
means moſt pernicious to the Community, b 

- a ſeries of the ſevereſt meaſures; and a Wer 

which is big with ruin to the induſtrious pan 
_ , of the Nation, and which cannot be long per 
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deſperation, or for hom of Redig 
litary power, to fubmir; Uke ſlaves, in ſilent 


with my numerous family, from Leven 
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ſevered in without driving the People to 
mi- 


diſmay. : * bog ita or inge bois 
Many charles does, my dear Sir, for all 
your friendly wiſhes I returned laſt night, 


all pretty well; 1 hope 'you and 3 


are in perfect eue. 1 e ne 


I am ever with great eee 0 


440 Moſt ficerely you's, $/:7 


„ad Won ag win u. "OP ALAS 
1 99 76157 6 1 Mn ” in 5 

— It 

t Hoden stp 2 gue: 0 

1 2 LETTER XIV. IS biy thiol 


= 1 W Eſq to wk 


116801 4 th * 0 TVII I. 1 
art nt ee. | 
"My Derr S. 454 (iter, > ie 


ROM the brerity of the enen; 
the three Kin andthe marked 
oppoſition to all Reform, which is now ſo 


* fernen fear there is little lilcelihood that 


lutary councils will have any avail. On the 
other hand, you ſee the Scoteh Convention, 


juooſmned by bone Boekaties' froth England, (the 
Sheffield among” the reſt) has declared ex- 


preſsly for Univerſal Suffrage. I am grieved 


to find that Meeting has taken ſuch a ſtep, 
and given itſelf the title of a Convention for 


the purpoſe of obtaining Univerſal Suffrage and 
Annual Parliaments; Nr. L think that the 


bus line of ooaduck to be obſerved by all the 
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Friends of Parliamentary Reform, ſhould.,be 
to petition generally for ſuch an important 
and beneficial regulation, and at the ſame time 
endeavour to bring about ſuch an union for 
that neceſſary meaſure as will inducę the Le- 
Liſlature to pay a due regard to the application, 
but without preſcribing the mode. Vet it 
might not be amiſs for Individuals, as well as 
Societies, to give their opinions reſpecting 
the moſt effectual ſcheme of Reform, that 
every poſſible light may be thrown on the 
ſubject, and the fulleſt information relative to 
it may be ſubmitted to the publie judgment. 
80 long as theſe ſentiments proceed from 
Individuals or particular Societies, though 
they ſhould be pretty generally in favour of 
Univerſal Suffrage, yet they do not preclude 
thoſe from whorh they come from heartily 
_ eſpouſing plans of Reform more attainable, 
and of conſiderably leſs extent. This you 
have frequently found in the courſe of your 
meritorious exertions in this field of arduous 
and honourable conteſt.” But when a Conven- 
tion from a whole Kingdom, if at all a true re- 
preſentation of the prevailing opinions of that 
part of the Country, decides fully for Univerſal 
Suffrage, it will be no eaſy matter to get them to 


recede from ſuch a declaration, when a ſcheme 


of Reform leſs comprehenſive, but judged. by 
cool reflecting men ſubſtantially advantageous, 
ſhall become the objects of diſcuſſion with a 


probability of ſucceeding, by the union of all 


the Friends to a Reform in the Repreſenta- 
tion, with ſatisfact ion to the bulk of the Peo- 


ple. What then ſhould now be the * 


* 
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of thoſe ſteady Friends" to 'Pletianientary Re» 

form who have never yet declared themſelves 
for, or decidedly” againſt, Univerſal Suffrage ? 

Amotig this — rank you, and here 1 
arrange myſelf; for though I may often in 
converſation have taken the part of Univerſal 

Suff-age, in order to hear the arguments on 
both ſides, and to try their ſolidity, as far as 

my capacity would permit me, to the bottom, 

have never yet been concerned in any active 

meaſure to accompliſh that moſt extenſive 

Reform, and probably never may be ſo. But 

I am hambly, though clearly of opinion that 
the cauſe of Reform will be inevitably loſt, if its 

firm, but moderate Supporters, do not continue 

to adhere to their former line of conduct, and 

ſtil] ſtedfaſtly decline to enter into any reſolves 

againſt Univerſal Suffrage. Should they form 
and publiſh Reſolutions to this putport, they 
would ſplit and divide the Friends of Reform 
without gaining a/ ſingle Proſelite from its op- 
poſers; their only proper and conſiſtent mode 
of counteracting Univerſal Suffrage will be to 
bring fer wand s a well-digeſted effectual plan, 
which, tho' ſhort of the Univerſal One, ſhall 
be ſo comprehenſive as not to be ſucceſsfully 
combated by the warm Friends to Univerſal 
Suffrage, and yet ſo regardful of the great in- 
tereſts of the Country as to bid fair for pow- 
erful ſupport, when the neceſſity of ſome Re- 
form becomes evident. That this neceſſity 
now exiſts, I am thoroughly convinced; that it 
may ſoon be perceived by thoſe who are at pre · 
ſent blind to it, and whoſe true intereſt it is to 
promote a ſpeedy Reform, I fincerely wiſh. 
r 30% 001 Big Should 
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ſhould they let an early opportunity flip, they 
may repent of their error when it is too 


late. I entirely agree with what you ſay in 
your letter to Mr. Pitt, that any ſcheme of 
Reform to be now acceptable to the People 
muſt be more comprehenſive and general than 
thoſe that have been hitherto brought before 
the Legiſlature. My idea of the outline of a 
practical plan is, that it ſhould include both 
numbers and pro perty, and that there ſhould 
be a due mixture of theſe in every particular 
Election, which Elections ought to be ſo regu- 
lated as moſt effectually to prevent diſorder 
and confuſion, and ſo as not to deprave the mo- 
rals of the People, for whoſe, benefit and pro- 
tection they are intended. Suffrage ſhould be 
ſo widely diffuſed among all ranks and clafſes 
of the People as to ſecure the Rights and Li- 
berties of each, both of thoſe who are entruſted 
with the right of Suffrage and thoſe who are 
not; likewiſe in ſuch a manner as to preclude, 
as far as poſſible, any one from obtaining a Seat 
in the Houſe of Commons by improper and 
unworthy methods; and, when there, if the 
Members ſhould purſue their own private 
emolument in preference to the Public wel- 
fare, to produce a moral certainty that. they 

would not be choſen a ſecond tine. 
You make- the right diſtinction when you 
ſay that all ſchemes of Revolution in this 
Country ſhould be diſcountenanced and op- 
poſed, and every juſt plan of Reform encou- 
raged and promoted. Whether you will do 
Mr. Cooper juſtice in claſſing him with the 
Advocates for Nevolntian, I do not recollect 
the 
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the whole of his performance ſufficiently to 
fay ; but in one part, page 16, he expreſsly de- 
clares againſt Revolution, and aſſerts that no 
man is juſtifiable in this Country in going fur- 
ther than an effectual and complete Reform in 
the Repreſentation and Duration of Par- 
liaments, I have as yet had no connection 
with the Sheffield , Conſtitutional Society, and 
now they have ſent a Deputy to the Convens 
tion at Edinburgh, and have in that public 
way decided for Univerſal Suffrage. I do not 
think it would be of ſervice to the great 
Cauſe of Parliamentary Reform for me, who 
am engaged with another Society, which 
does not go ſo far, ta have any. Therefore, 
unleſs. circumſtances ſhould ariſe to alter my 
opinion, I have no ſach intentions, But I 
ſhould; as a ſincere Friend of Reform, be un- 
willing to ſee them oppreſſed by violence and 
prejudice, when the general tenor of their 
conduct does not deſerve it; and this, as far 
as I can learn, has been perfectly orderly, re- 
gular, and peaceable, though I find the * 
of the town is repreſented to he otherwiſe at 
a diſtance. - From want of full information, 
by having no connection with them, as I have 
mentioned above, I cannot exactly fay whether 
they would approve your moderating plan; 
but I rather think they would, if they could 
be brought ta believe that it would be ſuc- 
ceſsful in producing-a good Reform, as I un- 
derſtand they werezpleaſed with your yindi- 
cation of the Reformers of England. 

| ' I am, dear Sir, 5 N 

Moſt cordially your's, | 

| _ 8, SHORE, 
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89 the . C. WyviLL ts MOI 
| SHORE, Eſq. 


te, Dec. 1 1 

My Dear Sir, d — 

AM forry my Pamphlet was not needy 

ſome months ago, and am impatient to 
have it out, ſince you have informed me of 
the Reſolution of the Scotch Convention to 
Crag on the principles of Univerſal Suf- 
rage. On that ground there is no chance of 
ſucceſs, and undoubtedly the Miniſter wiſhes 
for nothing more, as I apprehend, than to have 
it in his power to cruſh the Reformers at 
once, by their propoſing ſuch an extenſive 
Reform as the Great Body of the Nation 
would fear to adopt. To make ſuch propo- 
ſitions is the very conduct which tends:moit 
to relieve him from his embarraſſment; be- 
cauſe, without appearing inconſiſtent, he may 
reject them, and find his-prudence applanded 
by the Nation. Indeed, I know not whether 
their adoption of ſuch meaſures would not 
have ſtill more pernicious effects than merely 
enabling Government to quaſh the queſtion 
of Reform; it might put it in their power to 
abridge the Right of Petitioning, or of hold- 
ing any Public Meeting of the People, which 
Mr. Young fo ſtrenuouſly re — 1 and 
which their recent imptiſonment bf Margarot 
and other Deputies to the Scotch Convention, 
ſeems to prove hom. not diſinelined to at- 
We | 


Abhorring, 
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Abhorring as I'do; hat may lead us either 
ro a Revolution or the loſs of Popular Rights, 
1 think I cannot do my duty to the Public 
better, in the preſent criſis; than by arguing 
as forcibly as I can againſt either of theſe ex- 
tremes, and hence I am led, in my igtended 
Publication, to combat perſons of oppoſite 
characters, whoſe doctrines appear to me co 
have either one or the other of thoſe. dan- 
gerous tendencies. In doing this, 1 have ne- 
ceſſarily noticed Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Cooper j and ſpeaking only of what appears 
to me not the deſign, but the tendency of their 
writings, I think I cannot poſſibly have done 
them any injuſtice; yet when the proof- ſheet 
comes to me to-morrow, I will, at your de- 
ſire, reviſe it, and ſoften the only expreſſion 
which may give offence, If I can do it without 
weakening the effect of the paſſage in which 
it oecuts v. I hope you will be ſtill near Shef- 
field when this piece appears and may be able 


* * CTA 
- 


©. ® It woyld be to the Editor matter of great concetn if in 
paſſage alluded to he has indeed treated Mr. Williams ot 
Cooper with any injuſtice, - /, „une 
He does not now perceive it, and hopes he has not been ſo un- 
ſortunate; but if he has, the fault was unintentional. From a 
letter of Mt. Shore's, of a poſterior date, he willingly: tranſeribes 
a ſew lines reſpecting Mr, Cooper, which will .- intereſt 
the Reader in his favour, and inſpire him with great reſpect, mix - 
ed with compaſſion for that very able Philoſopher and 
. tian, but petſeguted and diſtreſſed as a Politician and a Mao. 

«« Your manner of referring to poor Cooper's works is not ob- 
jectionable; and yet, I confeſs, I could have wiſhed his name 
bad not been hentioned. He is a diſtreſſed man, of a worthy, 
*« feeling heart, an acute underſtanding, and of extenſive mental 
n attainments, with perfect integrity; and has very lately been 
driven from his Country by misfortune- and perſecution. ,, 
„was a warm Friend to, Parliamentary, Reform, and totally 
« nied any evil intentions agamft the Conſtitutional” 
of this Country.” | 
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to n the Friends of Liberty there to 
limit their views to ſomewhat moderate. To 
perſuade this is the object of my Publication, 
and I hope it will be conſonant with the 
wiſhes and declarations of your Great Society 
in London. 

I 'beg my- | beſt compliments to your fon, 
with very ſincere good wiſhes to yourſelf and 
all the family. | 

I remain, dear Sig in 155 
; Cordially e 
C. WYV 


_ — VN | | | 
- - LETTER XII. 


From the Rev. C. Et to]. R. Fenwick, 


| dnnn. A 5 1 
W Der n. ee 
F: WISH I could inform you dis Yorkſhire 
is in a ſtate of opinion in which Public 
Meetings for the purpoſe of Reform might be 
propoſed without imprudence. That is not 
the caſe at preſent, though I think the Mini- 
ſter is daily loſing Friends, and the ill conſe- 
ences of the War being more and more 
ſenſibly felt, muſt gradually diſpoſe the Coun- 
try to adopt our meaſures, 

To accelerate that diſpoſition, I have | 
thought it might be uſeful to ſtate more diſ- c 
tinctly, and more particularly than I formerly fc 
ſtated in a ſhort Summary, the ſeveral * 
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of Mr. Pitt's lan in 1785 and to add to th 
ſtatement ſuch farther pr Nealddo of Reform 
as appear negeſſary in the preſent ſtate of the 
Public. mind, in order to render that Fer ſo 
enlarged, an object worth contending for, and 
the acquiſition of which would probably oon. 
tent the -generality-of well-informed Friends 
of the Conſtitution throughout the Kingdom. 
In executing this de I have. little, if at all, 
departed fr om thoſe terms which I formerly 
ſtated to you,” and had then the pleaſure to 
find you approved ;. and ib fact, it is in conſe- 
quence of your approbation of thoſe ideas, and 
alſo the approbation of Mr. Spearman and the - 
other worthy Friends whom you conſulted 
upon the occaſion, that I have put them toges. 
ther in the form of a regular Plan, and ſub- 
joined ſome obſervations in anſwer to ſuch ob · 
jections as I conceive may be urged againſt it, 
either from the quarter af thoſe men who are 
hoſtile! to every Reform, or of thoſe who. 
would puſh Reform to the utmoſt extreme of 
Theory, without regard to the unfavourable 
ſtate of the Country, and without fear of 
thoſe dangerous conſequences of various 
kinds, which every prudent Lover of his 
Country would ſhun with the utmoſt caution, 
This piece is now finiſhed; the laſt ſheet. went 
back corrected to the Printer this day, and be · 
fore the end of the week 1 hope you will re- 
ceive a packet, containing 20 copies, directed 
for yourſelf, and 20 more for Mr. Spearman, 
to whom I beg you will communicate this 
letter.— ſhall be very happy if you and he 
| are 
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are ſatisfied with this Publication, and think 

it may be of ſome uſe in theſe very critical 
„ 3 te giant 

Jam, with great eſteem, my dear Sir, 
Your obliged and faithful ſervant, 

22 . * il. , 6.4 C. WYVILL. 


LETTER XVII. 
From the Rev. C. WXvILL to Tuomas Bicep, 


EIA BuzTon-HaLL, Dees 234, 1793. 
1 RECEIVED the favour of your very 
obliging and very animating letter, for 
which, and for your zeal to co-operate with 
the Friends of moderate Reform in the North, 
and particularly to diſtribute the Pamphlets 
which J ventured to trouble yon with, and 
which were drawn up with a view to re- 
commend” temperate meaſures, I return 
you my ſincere thanks. I ſhould much 
ſooner have made you my acknowledgments, 
had I not wiſhed to wait till I could at the 


® The two letters written to him by the Editor's excellent 
Friends, Dr. Fenwick and Thomas Bigge, Eſq; to which this and 
the ſucceeding letter are his anſwers, have not been found, His 
anſwers are inſerted here, becauſe oy mugen the fimilarity of 
their ſentiments and his, in favour of a moderate Reform, and 


nearly mark the commencement of a connection which their kind 
2 to the Editor, and his high eſteem and regard for them 

ich has already been to him 
more than a compenſation for the malice and calumny of his Ad- 
verſaries; and will be, he truſts, the conſolation of his declining 


1 


ve matured to that friendſhip w 


ſame 
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fame time fix ſome near day before which you 
will probably receive another packer, contain- 
ing 20 copies of a new Publication of mine in 
farther recommendation of the ſame mea- 
ſures. It ſtruck me ſome little time ago, that 
the particulars of Mr. Pitt's Plan in 1785, had 
never been minutely ſtated to the Public, tho 
a ſummary, account of it. had been publiſhed 
ſoon after the defeat of his motion; and thar 
ſuch a ſtatement of it, with the additional 
propoſitious diſtinctly explained, which in the 
letter to Mr. Pitt were only hinted, might 
have a good effect at this time, when ſo many 
men are running into the oppoſite extremes, 
and ſeem willing to renounce the Conſtitution 
either for Republicaniſm or for Abſolute Mo- 
narchy. In this piece, therefore, yon will 
find theſe particulars united in one Plan, to 
which are ſubjoined ſome obſervations in de- 
fence of it againſt the objections which may 
be expected from theſe oppoſite quarters. This 
naturally led me to ſome animadverſions on 
Mr. Young's late Pamphlet, which appears 
to me to be the moſt violent attack upon Li- 
berty that has been made by any Writer fince 
the Revolution; which, with ſome ſtrictures 
on the Duke of Richmond and ſome other 
Perſons of leſs note, make up the whole of 
this little piece. I ſhall be very happy if it 
meet your approbation, and that of the other 
worthy Friends of true Conſtitutional Li- 
berty in Northumberiand. And indeed it gave 
me great pleaſure, and was no ſmall encou- 
ragement to me to find from the latter part of 
| your 
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your letter, that ſo enlightened, ſo zealous, 
and ſo diſintereſted a Patriot as the Gentleman 
I have the honour now to addreſs, wiſhed me 
to write upon this ſubject again, at the very 
time I was employed as he wiſhed me to be. 
I hope you will receive the 3 ſafe 
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LETTER "of 


From). R. Fenwick, Eſq; M. D. to the Rer. 
Wen LL. _ 


Dear , ee . . 


H I not been more than uſually en- 
gaged, I ſhould before now have thanked 
you for your attention in ſending; me your 
Publication, and for the 72 L have re- 
ceived from the peruſal of r. 

I am ſorry to find that Yorkſhice' is not in 
a diſpoſition to move in the Cauſe: of Parlia- 
mentary Reform, as I am jnclined to think that 
a tolerably juſt eſtimate of the National opinion 
may be drawn from the ſentiments of ſo ex- 
tenſive and popular a Diſtrict. Things are not 
better here. 'The Miniſter loſes ground, be- 
cauſe men foreſee the approach of more ex- 
tenſive national calamity, and the impoſition 
of a heavier Taxation than even the Enemies 
of the preſent War could have apprehended z 
but although the ſeceſſion from his party has 
increaſed the power of Oppoſition, I do not 
think that it has much added to the numbers 


of thoſe who are favourable to a temperate 
Reform. 


(16000 
Reform. There is no diveſting men of party 
not ions, and party men are ſo loud and. cla- 
morous at this time, that the voice of the 
Moderate cannot be heard. Diſcuſſion alſo, 
as you juſtly obſerve, has given the People 
more enlarged ideas on the ſubject of Repre- 
ſentation; ſo that they would now reject. as in- 
ſufficient, what a few years ago would have 
gratified all their wiſhes, _ This is a natural 
effect of the inveſtigation - which has taken 
place; but I think that. diſcontent at the con- 
duct of Adminiſtration has added to it; the 
People ſee a determined oppoſition to all 
Reform, however moderate and ſafe, and feel- 
ing this oppoſition to be hoſtile to their beſt 
* intereſts, they loſe” their temper, and kdbpt 
ideas which a very few years ago they would 
have rejected with abhorrence: To men in 
this humour, Univerſal Suffrage has too firong 
an allurement not to be eagerly ſupported by 
them and accordingly its Supporters are, in 
proportion to the whole body of Rm: 
; very numerous indeed. 
This preſents a melancholy prolpect to 
moderate men, for the two extreme parties 
are ſo tenacious of the ground they have 
taken, that they ſeem prepared to run all 
hazards to maintain it. It is fortunate that 
the Cauſe of Reform does not at ſuch a time 
want its moderate Supporters; when the 
alarm and agitation which now pervade the 
Kingdom have ſubſided, their reaſoning will 
be attended to; and if they do not content 
themſelves with too inconſiderable an in 
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bulk of the People will ſupport them. But 


— 


perhaps, Sir, they will req ſomewhat more 


than Mr. Pitt's Plan, even as you; have en- 


Jarged it. 440 
The ſurrender of Toulon; the ſtop put to 
the Pruſſian operations in Alſace; the neceſſity 
to which the Auſtrians and our troops ſe 
reduced of acting on the defenſive; and che 
diſperſion of the Royaliſts in Bretagne, muft 
ſurely convince our Rulers that the Confe- 
deracy is unequal to the reduction of France, 
and yet there are no ſigns of Peace! b 
1 hope, Sir, that you have quite recoverell 
from your late indiſpoſition, and beg you wil 


belieye me to be,” £4 
| With great reſpe, 177 + 77 
2 " Your humble ſervant, 
. tei J. R. FENWICK, * 
* The thanks of the Fditor are due to his excellent Friend; 
5 R. Fenwick, Eſq; and he pays them with gratitude and ure 
or his obliging permiſſion to publiſh his He is a-min 
equally amiable and reſpe d able as a Friend and as a Patriot 22 
nevolent and fincere, zealous, intrepid and diſintereſted: he po- 
ſeſſes great and various talents, and he has exerted them with the 


moſt judicious. prudence, and with, the molt, yigorous and perſe- 
reriug energy in defence of our Political Rights, during the long 


— in which the Country was agitated nearly to Revolution 


the harſhnefs of the late Admjoiſtration ; and the Cooftitutign 
was threatened with equal ruin by the prevalence of either the 
Republican or the Monarchal Faction. May the ſentiments of 2 
man ſo ardently zealous for the preſervation of Popular Rights, ſo 
devoted to the Cauſe of Political Reform on the true principles of 
the Conſtitution, obtain that weight with the Public which Wie 
wiſdom and moderatien ſo juftly deſerve. *r; 
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| een + - 
From J. R. Fenwick, Eſq; M. D. to the Rev, 
Ci. Wr VIII. 


a Dunn Au, March 34, 1 
| Dear Sir, LY * 
| IF I have fo long delayed anſwering your' 
of the 31ſt of January, it has been from 
a fear of breaking in upon that leifure which 
you dedicate to purſuits of ſuch public utility, 
I will not, howeyer, by a longer ſilence riſque 
the appearance of being inſenſible to your 
very obliging attention towards me,—That 
Univerſal Suffrage cannot in the preſent ſitu- 
ation of our Country be. eſtabliſhed without 
riſquing the total ſubverſion of the Conſti- 
tution, muſt ſurely be apparent to every man 
who conſiders the matter -coolly, unbiaſled 
'by prejudices, and uninfluenced by a fancied 
idea of perfection, which perhaps can never 
be realized, and which certainly cannot be 
realized at once. But neither the dread of 
thoſe conſequences which might enſue from 
exceſſive innovation, nor the hope of obtain- 
ing the deceitful praiſe which ſo often attaches 
to weakneſs, under the title of moderation, 
will, 1 truſt, induce the true Friends of Con- 
ſtitutional Reform to put up with a delufive 
palliation of abuſes, when nothing can ſecure 
our freedom but their ſubſtantial correction. 
I am led to expreſs this fear, from the plan 
of adding 50 Members to the Counties, hav: 
ing in a former inſtance been in contempla- 
tion, in order to appeale the Nation, then = 
tat 
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tated by the miſeries of an impolitic, ruinous, 
and ill- conducted War; and from the idea 
that ſome other ſuch wretched half meaſure 


may, under ſomewhat ſimilar circumſtances, 


be again adopted“. Such a plan would not 
correct, but perpetuate abuſes; for the few 
independent voices that might be added to the 
Legiſlature could never ſtruggle againſt the. 
general corruption, and yet the little that was 
granted would furniſh a further argument 
againſt granting any more. Much better then, 
I think, had we remain under our preſent 
mock Repreſentation, for a few years longer, 
than ſuffer ourſelves to be lulled into a deceit- 


ful ſecurity. _ I hope then, Sir, that the ge- 


nuine Friends of the People will ſhun this ex- 
treme with no leſs care than the other, and 
that they will not ſupport, by their well-ac- 
quired reputation, the wily projets which-the 
Miniſter may be compelled. to adopt. This 
language may, I am afraid, Sir, appear ſome- 


what violent, and I muſt acknowledge that 


ſome late tranſactions, and in particular Mr. 
Pitt's declaration that the King's Prerogative 
goes to the lutroduction of Foreign Merce- 


* When the Earl of Chatham, in an eatly part of the preſent 
reign, firſt threw out the idea that a Reform # — Repreſentation 
was neceſſary, be ſſ ggeſted that the addition of a Member to each 
County in gland would be a proper remedy to the evil com- 
plained of. At a more advanced period of this reign, Lord Lanſ- 
down, then the King's Principal Miniſter, obtained a promiſe that 
an addition of fifry County Members ſhould be admitted. But 
at the fill later period of 1794, doubtleſs thoſe two great Statef- 
men and fincere Friends; ot Liberty would have owned the in- 
ſufficiency of thoſe meaſures, and with the Editor's enlightened 
Friend would have contended for a mote extenfive Reform, as 


neceſſary to content the le, and to give/permanent ſecutity to 
ede Rights | 


* 
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naries, without the previous conſent of Parli- 
ment, have ſo awakened my feelings that I 
find it difficult to ſpeak with coolnefs; 

In your pamphlet, Sir, you ſeem to defer 
the Shortening of the Duration of Parliament 
(p. 25) to an after period. I have always 
conſidered it as the corner-ſtone of Reform, 
and thought that any Reform would be im- 
perfect that did not go to the immediate re- 
peal of the Septennial, I will even ſay to a 
further abridgment of Parliament's duration 
than was eſtabliſhed by the Triennial Act. I 
cannot judge of the reaſons which have made 
you throw it into the back ground. Is there 
not alſo, Sir, ſome objection to the extending 
of the Elective Franchiſe to reſpectable Houſe- 
holders in the Metropolis and ſome large Ci- 
ties, and withholding it from the other re- 
ſpectable Honſcholders in the Kingdom? Ac- 
tuated, as I am ſure you are, by motives of 
public utility only, you will excuſe theſe 
doubts in- one who propofes to himſelf the 
jame ends, though with leſs power of judging 
of the means by which they will be beſt at- 
tained, The Miniſterial alarm continues in 
force, particularly among the Higher Orders 
of Society. With them, a jealouly of the de- 
ſigns of the Miniſter paſſes for Diſaffection to 
the Throne; and a. wiſh for Peace, for an 
approbation of French Principles, and a deſire 
to introduce into this Country the deſtructive 
Anarchy which deſolates France. © 


- 


Very ſincerely you rs, 1 
JOHN RALPH FENWICX. 
8 P. S. Mr. 
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From the Rev. C. Wrvikx. 11. R. Fenwick, 
Efq; M. D. | 


_  BuxToxn-BailL, March 8b, 1794, | 
My Dear Sir, 

N reading your obliging letter of the zd 
inſt. I felt mortified at not having explain- 

ed my meaning with ſufficient clearneſs in the 
Pamphlet on the State of our Repreſentation. 
To avoid unneceſſary repetition, as it appeared 
to me, and ib tediouſneſs of being too mi- 
nute, nothing was recapitulated in the Edition 
which you have ſeen, but the changes propo- 
ſed in the Repreſentation, The other parts 
of the plan of Reformation were not included 
in the joint Repreſentation, at page 14. On 
reading the Pamphlet over lately, in order to 
correct it for a third Edition, this omiſſion 
ſtruck me as a conſiderable fault in ſuch a 
piece; and I was anxious before I found that 
what was propoſed reſpecting the extenſions 
of the Right of Suffrage had been miſunder- 
ſtood by you, to ſet this point in a clearer 
light, by including it in the joint Recapitula- 
tion, This has been done accordingly, and 
in a few days I expect to receive ſome copies 
of the Third Edition thus corrected, when I 
ihall take an early opportunity to tranſmit to 


you ſome of thele corrected copies. —You will 
L 3 then 


; 
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then find the extenſion of the Right of Suf- 
frage to ail decent Houſeholders throughout 
Great Britain expreſsly recapitulated at page 
14, and the whole number of the additional 
Voters eſtimated at 350,000, But the differ. 
ent additions which would produce ſo great 
an augmentation of the Conſtituent Body may 
alſo be found in the 1ſt and 2d Editions, a 
few pages before. And though I blame 
myſelf very much for not having better 
handy the propoſal from being miſunder- 

ood in ſo eſſential a part of it, it is now a 
ſatisfaction to me to think, as I do with con- 
fidence, that in this reſpe& your objections 
will be wholly removed. 

With reſpect to the repeal pf the Septen- 
nial Bill, I conſider that as a meaſure of abſo- 
lute neceſſity, as a powerful corrective of the 
ſpirit of corruption, and an indiſpenſable vin- 
dication of our injured Conſtitution. But 
there is a ſpecious argument urged againſt it 
by Lord ]. Cavendiſh, and many other worthy 
Whigs, that till the influence of the Crown be 
firſt reduced, more frequent Elections would 
only ruin the independent families, and in- 
creaſe the dependence of Parliament. I ſhould 
be glad to obtain a ſhorter duration of Par- 
liaments, even annual, without much caring. 
whether it were the firſt meaſure in order of 
ſucceſſion or the laſt, But ſince there are 
theſe ſcruples, it ſeems proper to reſpect them 
ſo far as to place the meaſure in that ſituation 
as the laſt in order of time, which alone can 
make it acceptable to many worthy men; ſtill, 


however, I conceive that all theſe meaſures 
ſhould 


(67) 


ſhould be conſidered as parts of the fame plan, 
and if poſſible to be Enn in the — Seſſion 
of Parliament. 

Leſs than what J have tated, | think, would 
not ſatisfy. the People; and I think it ought 
not. But General Union can alone prevent 
their being ſhuffled off with ſome half meaſure, 
yet not by the preſent, Miniſter, for he will 
give them nothing. I think his conduct 
more and more deteſtable; but a ſudden 
change of men or meaſures probably would 
not tend to promote the Cauſe of Reformation. 

Jam, with great eſteem, un 
My dear Sir, 1 7 7 
Very en your's. 
| l C. — 


LETTER IV. 


From Tnon 8 B icon, Eſq; to the Rev. 
C. WryviLL, 


Bin rox, Jan, 13th, 1794» 
Sir, 
1 DELAYED acknowledging the favour of 
your very obliging letter till the arrival of 
the pamphlets you were ſo kind as to promiſe 
me therein, reſpecting Mr. Pitt's Plan of Par- 
liamentary Reformation. I have received them 
late, and according to your deſire have tranſ- 


To this explanatory letter no reply by Dr. Fenwick was re- 
ceived by the Editor ; at leaſt, his Na. x it any was received, has 
not been preſerved. At an interview, not long atter the date of 
this — the Editor had the pleaſure to find bis explanation was 
latisfactory to his Friend, 

mitted 
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mitted copy to Sir F. Blake and Mr. Selby 
of Cheſters. 

After a very attentive peruſal of this publi- 
cation, I can truly affirm, that I highly ap- 
prove of the ſpirit in which it is written, and 
of the line of conduct which: it recommends, 
Mr. Pitt's Plan, taken by itſelf, were it even 
to be immediately adopred, neither could nor 
ought to content the People under their pre- 
ſent circumſtances 5 a more complete and ef- 
fectual Reform ſeems to be abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary as a remedy for exilling diſorders, and a 
Juſt ſecurity for the enjoyment of our invaded 
privileges; but that Plan, with your judicious 
Propoſitions annexed, preſents ſo fair an ob- 
je& to my mind, that I confeſs (though I 
could wiſh to ſee it a little extended in ſome 
particulars) I ſhould be well fatisfied to ſee it 
executed without delay, .in confidence that 
the immediate benefits ariſing from ſo conſti- 
tutional a change might ſave our Country 
from the ſhock of a Revolution, by contenting 
the great maſs of the Pepole, who, ſeldom 
complaining without reaſon, generally deſiſt 
from their complaints upon ſuitable redreſs, 
and by diſarming certain very able Writers of 
thoſe popular arguments which public diſtreſs 
already impending over us will enable them 
to wield with moſt certain effect. In as much 
as your Plan tends by a prudent compromiſe 
to reſcue the People from the diſaſtrous ne- 


_ ceflity of putting forth their enormous ſtrength 


in vindication of their impaired Liberties, it 
mruft have the concurrence of all thoſe who 


are ſincere Friends to Freedom and Peace, 
| To 
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To me, indeed, the immediate adoption of it 
would alſo be highly acceptable on other 
grounds, as introducing ſuch a change in the 
Government of this Country as would qualify 

many thouſands ef our Fellow - Citizens for the 
enjoymeut of Rights which hereafter might 
be ſafely extended to them, but from the ex- 
er ciſe of which they are, at preſent, incapaci- 
tated by the hard cireumſtances of their con- 


dition, lamentable to themſelves, injurious to 


the Public, and diſgraceful to a Free and Pro- 
teſtant State. I therefore honeſtly thiuk chat 
your late publication, like your former ones, 
is admirably adapted to the preſent moſt deli · 
cate and peculiar criſis of our affairs, tending 
as it does to recall men from the extremes of 
Deſpotiſm (which is at all times execrable) 
and of Democracy, (which would be at the 
preſent time dangerous) to a Conſtitutional 


Standard, erected on ſolid ground. 


proceed then, Sir, amidſt the gratulations | 


of Honeſt Men, and the revilings of Apoſtates, 
in the courſe you have fo judiciouſty choſen 
and ſo conſiſtently purſued ; continue to ſilence 
the penſioned Adverſaries, and to encourage 
the tod-timid Friends of Political Reforma- 
tion; awaken good men to the dangers of 
their Country; attempt again and again, with 


a zeal that cannot be queſtioned, and with ar- 


guments which muſt ultimately prevail, to 
diſabuſe an oppreſſed, inſulted, and deluded 
People. The ſafety, the ſalvation of the 
Commotwealth depends upon the vigorous 
exertions of the Friends of temperate Reform 


at this very moment. 'The continuance of a 
War 
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War already marked on our part Ly a re- 
peated breach of juſtice and the laws of Na- 
tions; by cruelty, treachery, and deceit ; by 
groſs ignorance, and convicted prodigality; 
attended hitherto by ignominy and defeat, and 
which may be attended hereafter by the de- 
ſertion of our Aſſociates, the ruin of our 
Dutch Ally, and the ultimate ſuperiority of 
Republican valour, is ſurely of all things moſt 
earneſtly to be deprecated, from the fatal 
conſequences which (under a perſeverance in 
abuſes} it will certainly produce. 

Iam happy to hear that your Papers and 
Correſpondence, &c. are in ſuch forwardneſs, 
The public curioſity is alive, and every thing 
upon this ſubject ſeems to be read with in- 
creaſing avidity. With every good wiſh for 
the ſucceſs of your patriotic labours, I remain, 

Sir, pots; 
Your obliged humble ſervant, 
n THOMAS BIGGE.“ 


® The Editor's acknowledgments are due to his worthy Friend, 
Thomas Bigge, Eſq; for his conſent to the publication of his let- 
ters, and he pays them with a ' grateful pleaſure, which is much 
enhanced by the kindneſs of the reaſon which induced him to grant 
it. The Editor is happy in the opportunity which this publica- 
tion affords him to Gas. his high eſteem of the talents, the vir- 
tues, and eſpecially the enlightened and perſevering patriotiſm of 
Mr. Bigge. He and his friend, J. R. Fenwick, Eſq; can only be 
claſſed, with juſtice, among the foremoſt of our Reformers, who, 
with an ardent zeal for the Rights aud Freedom of the Commu- 
nity, and a generous ſcorn of every ſelfiſh view, unite the moſt 
cautious moderation, and the moſt anxious ſolicitude for the pre- 
ſervation of peace and order, 


LETTER 


> 
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From Thomas Bios, Eſq; to the Rev. 

C. WII. 

"Ig besen, March 11th, 1796 
Sir, od Amr 
FEW weeks ago I was induced, by an 
attentive conſideration of your excellent 
Statement in connexion with the peculiar cir- 
cumſtances of the. Times, to write ſome Re- 
marks upon the State of Parties, and the 
Means of effecting a Reconciliation between 
them“. Of this little performance I ſhall beg 
of you to accept a few copies, which my 
Printer, Mr. Hodgſon, will take care ſhall be 
left for you at Richmond, the beginning of 
next week, by the perſon who diſtributes his 
Neweaſtle Chronicle in that diſtrict, It will 
give me great pleaſure to hear that you ap- 
prove of this feeble attempt to warn our Fel- 
low-Countrymen againſt the danger of em- 
bracing extreme opinions; and I ſhall feel no 
leſs pleaſure in receiving the correction of 


* The Pamphlet of Mr. Bigge, here alluded to, was intitled, 
% Confiderations on the State of Parties;“ it was very y 
praiſed as a compoſition by men too prejudiced to admit its doc- 
trine. In the Editor's judgment it was the ableſt piece which for 
many years had been written on our internal affairs, and undoubt- 
edly the arguments which were offered to the Public, by their ju- 
dicious Monitor, had a powerful effect. But for his admonitions, 
the infatuation of the People probably would have been more ex- 
tenſive, the numbers, and the irritation of the two extreme con- 
tending parties would have been increaſed, a more decifive 
tendency to Revolution would have been produced, and the moſt 
calamitous conſequences inight have become unavoidable. Such 
are the conſiderations which Rill reward the true Patriot, even in 
thoſe caſes in which complete ſucceſs bas been denied to his moſt 
meritorious efforts ! | 


your 
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your maturer and more inſtructed judgment, 
if I have advanced any thing unfounded in 
fact, improbable in 3 or unconſtitu- 
tional in principle. 

In no petiod of our Hiſtory were moderate 
men ever placed in a ſituation more embar- 
raſling than at preſent, They ſee power and 
prerogative advancing with rampant ſtrides, 
and yet the more timorous of them are afraid 
to oppoſe theſe advances with their ancient 
firmneſs, leſt the violent Republicans ſhould 
take advantage of their oppoſition, for the 
promotion of their own views. 

The conſequence of this unfortunate neu- 
trality muſt be, that the unoppoſed. progreſs 
of the higher powers in meaſures hoſtile to 
public freedom will, in the end, produce di- 
contents which it will be impoſſible for the 
Court to neglect, or to redreſs without immi- 
nent hazard to the Conſtitution. The dilemma 
is terrific. But the more I refle& upon this, the 
more perſuaded I am, that a ſtrong and ſpeedy 

declaration in favour of a temperate Reform 
would be the means of ſaving much blood- 
ſhed at preſent all over Europe, and of ſecur- 
ing ourſelves and poſterity from the ruinous 
effects of political convulſion. Upon the pre- 
ſent II. of C. or upon a H. of C. conſtituted 
as the preſent is, no true Patriot can place a 
juſt and conſcientious reliance. A _ Poliſh 
Diet, environed by the bayonets of a Ruſſian 
banditti, actually diſplays a more reluctant 
ſpirit- of Freedom. A cruel, arbitrary, and 


hypocritical F action, abuſing the faireſt on 
mo 
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moſt ſacred pretexts, anxious to aggrandize, 
and fearful to ſurrender its authority in exatt 
proportion as that authority has been wan- 
tonly exerciſed ; ſupported by followers, venal, 
ſubmiſſive, corrupt, neither can nor ought 
long to enjoy, in perilous times, the rational 
unbought confidence of a free and enlightened 
People: 19%. 1 20 | gz 11 
If confidence has been placed in them, it 
muſt be imputed to the molt unworthy arti- 
fices; but confidence, founded on deluſion, is 
the moſt dangerous of all ſupports: from its 
nature it cannot laſt long, and thoſe who ſeek 
to create it cannot betray their own weakneſs 
and that of their cauſe, if they do not expoſe 
themſelves to the f charge of acting 
from ſelfiſh and intereſted motives. 
The late deciſions of Parliament afford al- 
molt a demonſtration that we now do not poſ- 
ſeſs one real, effective, and ſtable ſecurity for 
Public Freedom. What have we left but the 
barren hope that the Nation is neither fo ig- 
norant nor ſo abject as to ſubmit much le 


to ſtratagem or uſurpation? All ſeems to de- 


pend upon a ſpeedy undeception of the Peo- 
ple. Our exiſting frame of Government may 
then be preſerved, and moderate remedies 
may be ſucceſsful, If other circumſtances are 
to be our lot, I truſt that in a more advanced 
ſtage of calamity, Britiſh boſoms would again 
be warmed by the examples of thoſe Anceſ- 
tors who have ſo often delivered them; men 
to whom at all times “ periculola Libertas 
viſa eſt potior quieto fervitio,” Excuſe 
the warmth of youth upon a TINS 

orces 
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forces itſelf upon me in ſo intereſting a light, 
The inquiſition of the day might deem me 


ſeditious; but from your temperate and judi- | 


cious Patriotiſm, I do not fear cenſure. F 
I remain, Sir, 

Your en and faithful ſervant, 

THOMAS BIGGE. 
Mr. Selby of Cheſters, upon the receipt of 
your pamphlet deſired me to make his beſt ac- 
knowledgments to you for ſo kind a mark of 

your attention. 


17 
7 
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LETTER vi. 
From the Rev. C. WXVvIILL 4% Tuo. Bick, 


| BoxToN-HALL, March 16h, 1794» - 
Sir, *L 4 ; a 


I HAVE received the fivour of your obliging 

letter, and the packet you mentioned, 
containing 20 copies of your Conſiderations on 
the State of Parties, I thank you very ſincerely 
for this valuable communication ; I read your 


The ſpirit of moderation and of manly freedom which are fo 
| blended in this letter, ſhould never be ſeparated. Withdut mo- 
deration, the perſonal character of the Patriot may be truly reſpec- 
table; he may be active, able, and diſintereſted ; but the tranquil- 
lity of his country will be endangered in proportion to the influ- 
eace of his character, and the energy of his exertions. On the 
other hand, without manly vigour he will ſhrink at the firſt ap- 
roach of danger: the encroachment of Monarchal Power at 
me, the invaſion of a Military Uſurper from abroad, will meet 
from him no oppoſition ; and when this fpiritleſs caution has be- 
come the charatter of a-Nation, the Liberty of that Nation muſt 
ſoon fink, firſt perhaps 190 its 3 then for ever loft 
by oe: lubjugation. . | 
publication 


1.0 x 1 


(175) 
publication with avidity, and with uninterrupt- 
ed ſatisfaction; it will, I am convinced, do much 
good, and afford a powerful ſupport to the cauſe 
of moderate Reformation. I wiſh the com- 
mendation beſtowed on a paſſage quoted from 
one of my pamphlets had been better de- 
ſerved; but who would not feel a pride and 
a pleaſure even from the partiality of ſuch a 
man? One omiſſion I ſaw, with ſome regret, 
in the title-page, and I could almoſt venture 
to expreſs a with that it might be ſapplied in 
your next Edition, Your name prefixed 


4” — 


would add weight to your book, which is ſo , 


meritorious in its deſign, and ſo accurate in 
its execution, that it would reflect credit on 
the character of any man. But I beg pardon 
for this; I am ſenſible you may have reaſons 
for withholding your name, of which I am ig- 
norant, The copies I have will very ſoon be 
diſtributed in different parts of the North of 
Yorkſhire, and at Leeds and Halifax; and if 
you wiſh a more extenſive circulation in York- 
ſhire, Lancaſhire, Notts, Leiceſterſhire, and 
Northamptonſhire, I have Correſpondents in 
thole parts, and by their means could under- 
take with pleaſure to aſliſt you. This is a 


humble, but in the preſent ſtate of things a 


neceſſary mode of, exertion. .... The whole 
weight of Government, with that of all its 
powerful ſupporters, with their connections 
in every claſs and department is, (as I think 
you juſtly obſerve) conſtantly employed 
to diſcredit.every virtuous effort in favour of 
Peace or Reform, while many of the People 
are either too ſelfiſh or or too ſluggiſſi to feel 

arg 014 1vP any 
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any concern in the diſpute, or to give any 
aſſiſtance to thoſe who are labouring in behalf 
of the Public with the moſt unqueſtionable in- 
tegrity and benevolence; but the oppoſition 
of power in ſuch caſes is always to be ex- 
pected; and it is not from the gratitude of the 
People, as I dare ſay you have felt, that the 
Patriot is to look for his reward. | 
I am, Sir, with great eſteem, 

| Your moſt obliged, 

TINT ſe 4 15 C. WYVIL 
P. S. I heard with great concern of your 
accident, by Which you had the misfortune 
to break your leg, and I have lately heard 
with equal joy from Dr. Fenwick, that yon 


are perfectly recovered. | | 
| c 
. LETTER VI. 
From the Rev. C. WyviLL 0 SHELDON 
| CRAapock, Eſq. 5 


Bux rox -HarL, Jes. rzth, 1794. 


"© ©: 


My Dear Sir, 
JF AM well ſatisfied in my own conſcience 
with what IJ have done; but yet it is a 

great eomfort and a great encouragement to 

receive the approbation of Friends, whom | 
highly reſpect for their enlightened love of 

Liberty, their attachment to the Conſtitution, 

and their ſteady 4 the ſupport 

of that beſt of "Cauſes here below *®, on the 
| 27 2 | Hors 
'* 'ReſpeQting this wotld and its concerns, the Editor conceives 
it may be truly aſſerted Out the (cauſe of Pohtica) — _ 


ducded on the equitable principles of the Conſtitution, 2 ** 


ſtrai 


n 
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true grounds of Law and Moderation. While 


ſuch are our principles and conduct, we may 
be repulſed, but never defeated; we may be flan- 
dered, abuſed, and ridiculed, but we can never 


be deprived of what is moſt to be valued upon 


earth, the united teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience, and the eſteem of worthy friends. 
With you and others of our old Aſſoelates, I 
ſhall be ready to ſtand forth on theſe grounds 
when the proper time may, if it ever will, 
arrive. But I much fear the increaſing vio- 
lence of the two extreme contending patties 
will too much diſcourage thoſe prudent Lovers 
of Liberty, from whoſe 1 e alone we can 
hope to do any good. | 
I am ever, dear Sir, | 
(Journ very cordially, ; |, 
„ 111-2, coho VII. 
P. 8. 1 think i we may expect great heats in 
the approaching Seſſion of — but 
the Miniſter will be ſuppd:ted ; we have — 
yet ſuffered: enough to be undeceited; 
ſhall ſubmit to heavy Taxes, and incor — 
for the year to come. 


Arained by moderation and a due ſubmiſſion to law, is the beſt of : 


canſes, hut his — — be miſtepreſented, if it ſhall be 
ſtated that he has given t to Political Reform, com- 
pow with the cauſe of Virtue and Religiva, Their 

upetiority he feels to the bottom of his heart, and the ex 
in this letter oaght not to be taken in a contrary ſenſe. 


®* The letter of S. Cradock, Eſqz to which this letter was the 
Editor's anſwer, has been preſerved ; but the conſent of bis worth 105 
Friend and Aſſociate to publiſh it was not requeſted, leſt the 
of this Volume ſhould be ſwelled by needleſs repetitions. In this 
Nember ſeveral other inſtances occur of valuable letters {uppreſſed 
for a ſimilat reaſon. 


„„ ;. nnn 
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IETER vu. 


ban the Mie C. Wryvirlr 70 GAMALIEL 
Lrorp, Eſq. 


= BuxTON-HALL, Tan. 15, 1794+ 
21 Dear Sir, | 


[ RETURN you many thanks for your kind 
aſſiſtance in diſtributing the copies of my 
new Pamphlet ſent ſome time ago, and your 
obliging readineſs to diſtribute the larger 
packet, which 1 hope before this time you 
have received. It will give me much pleaſure 
if you ſhould be able to tell me that they have 
had a good effect in Suffolk and your neigh- 
bouring County of Norfolk, where I appre- 
hend the parties in the two oppoſite extremes 
are as numerous as in any other part of 
England. 


1 — little hops that what 1 have ſaid in 


confutation of Mr. Voung will undeceive 
many of your Suffolk Aſſociations, who have 
ſo raſhly committed themſelves by their eager 
praiſes of his book. And yet I am not with- 
out hope that ſome among them may have 
the candour to be convinced, and 'to own 
their conviction, that his book. contains doc- 
trines of the moſt pernicious tendeney, and 
| ought not to have received their ſauction in 
the unqualified terms which ſome of the Aſ- 
ſociations have uſed. But of the zealous 
Friends of Reform in Suffolk, of whoſe ap- 
probation you expreſs much doubt, I am im: 
clined to entertain better hopes; chiefly, in- 

deed, from having ſo long experienced the 


great 


| 
(179) | 
great, eandour and prudence of our excellent 
Friend Mr. Lofft. He ſees, as you and I do, 
that the atimoſities of the two extreme con- | 
tending parties threaten great calamity or | 
ruih of different ſorts, as popular licentiouſneſs | 
or deſpotiſm may prevail, and, with us, he 


wiſhes that ſome contiliatory - plan may be 
adopted in time, for the fake of general peace 
and harmony. In theſe views I hope he will : 
be joined by the Friends of Reform in Suffolk; | 
and I hall be happy if what T'have written | 
with this very deſign of — an accom | 
modation on terms advantageous o the Peo- | 
ple, ſhall aſſiſt him in any degree to ect his 
| purpoſe, I took Mr. Pitt's Plan as the ground- 
work of my Publication, becauſe in ſtruggling 
with Mr. Pitt, now avowedly hoſtile to Paliti= | 
cal Reformation, the People will have a great 
advantage from propoſing what does not ma- | 
terially differ from his on plan; aud becauſe: ' = 
ſo many conſiderable perſons. and bodies of | 
men had expreſſed their approbation of it, | 
that I thought it would not be prudent to 
change our froune and adopt meaſures which g 
e would be leſs likely to conciliate 
mn A Reform on the 'principle laid down by 
C- the precedents of Cricklade and Shoreham, if | 
Id that principle were ſtrictly adhered to, would | 
n be little or no benefit tothe Public ; but if the | 
{- Reform were conducted on that principle, 
us but with the latitude, which you propoſe, I 
p. agree with you in thinking it would be a bet- | 
n. ter Plan of Reformation, but ic would be leſs | 
n- likely, I think, to be accepted as the ground ö 
he of conciliation, becauſe | would amount rp an 
* M 2 entire, 
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entire, or nearly an entire new modelling of 
the whole frame of our Repreſentation.“ If 
we put our terms of accommodation too high, 
we ſhall fail to accommodate; but if we ſe- 
cure a conſiderable advantage to the Popular 
Cauſe, by propoſing terms even ſomewhat 
lower than might be carried, the People may 
hereafter (that is, after due experience and 
trial of what may have been obtained) with 
greater eaſe accompliſh-ſtill greater improve- 
ments, and ultimately attain Univerſal Suffrage 


Lam erer, my dear ig 22 
our's, with great truth and ſincerity, 


From the Rev. C. WryRL to Carer Lorrr, 
. LEE L as |! Eſq. 
ey | Bozrox-HaLty Jan, 164, 1794- 
my ers. 
I SHALL certainly feel myſelf extremely 
obliged to you for taking the trouble to 
circulate a Publication which is written partly 
#3 12 f ; : with 
It is fit. that the plan of che Editor's worthy Cotreſpondent 
ſhonld be ſtated in —— words, © After nyt one natu- 
rally prefers his own ſcheme : and confidering practicability, the 
temper of the times, and of our preſent Members of Parliament, 
I ſhould be glad to ſee my own imperfeR ſketch attempted, I 
zm convinced that were the Boroughs laid open to the Freeholders 
of the achoining Hundreds, and were the number of Repreſents 
tives abmdged, where the Boroughs lie too near each other, as 1s 
the caſe of Knareſborough, Ripon,  Boroughbridge, . 
and Thiffk, and me right of Suffrage rransf Difteifts that 


171 
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with a view to vindicate my character from 
the aſperſions of your unhappy neighbour. 
But my principal motive for drawing it up 
was, and I hope will appear to yon, and to 
the world, to have been my dread of the fatal 
conſequences which too probably may reſult 
from the violence of the extreme contending 
parties among us, and my earnelt wiſh to 
promote an accommodation by holding out 
a propoſal of Reform; which would be very 
adyantageous to Liberty, though ſtill acknow- 
ledged to be far ſhort of a perfect Plan of 
Reformation, and which would operate in the 


mildeſt manner, and without injury to any 


individual. — Happy fhalt T be, if this feeble 
endeavour of mine can in any degree contri- 
bute to ſo good an end. But ſhould it prove 
altogether unſucceſsful, I am fo thoroughly 
perſuaded of the dangers above deſeribed, and 
of the urgent neceſſity for a ſpeedy concilia- 
tion, that I can truly aſſure you I enjoy the 
moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction from what I have 
done, and the miſrepreſentations and angry 
invectives to which my conduct has expoſed 
me, (and more I muſt now expect) have never 
for a moment diſturbed my peace of mind. 
I ſhall be happy to hear this Publication is 
approved by the Friends of Reform in Suffolk, 
over whom I hope your candour and pru- 
dence will have the influence it ought to have; 
contain ng Boroughs, this would be ſuch a Reform as would be at- 
tended with-every ſalutary effect, which the Friends of Rational 


Liberty, and of Peace and Order, could wiſh for.” The Editor 
has here inſerted this extract from Mr. Lloyd's letter of January 


the za, 1 without the expreſs leave of his Friend, conceivin 
himſelf to be . g 


ſofficiently aſſured of his approbation, 
M 3 if 
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if therefore my aropalal for progreſſive im- 
provement and the gradual attainment of 
, Univerſal Suffrage, by peaceful means, but at 
ſome future period which is probably at no 
ſmall diſtance, ſhould meet . your approbation 
in the preſent critical and dangerous ſtate of 
the Country, I flatter myſelf, your concur- 
rence may, induce many even of the Friends 
of Univerſal Suffrage to concur allo, and thus 
a great additional ſecurity ro Public Liberty 
may be gained, and the means may be fur- 
niſhed to the next op a ſucceeding generation 
to carry our Repreſentative Government to 
the higheſt pitch of perfection, without ex- 
poſing the country, either now or hereafter, 
to the ſhock; the tremendous ſhock, of a Re- 
volution. I am leſs ſanguine in hoping this 
ſmall piece can make any extenſive impreſſion 
on thoſe. Aſſociations in Suffolk who have ſo 
raſhly given the .moſt. unqualified. praiſe to 
Mr. Young's book, replete as it is with doc- 
trine which tends to ſubvert the Conſtitution 
which thoſe Loyal Meetings hold in ſych high 
admiration, From many letters lately re- 
ceived. from the Counties of Durham and 
Northumberland, and different parts of York- 
ſhire, I think, at a proper ſeaſon, the party for 
| Reformation may be united on the ground 
traced out in this Pamphlet. 
J am ever, my dear Sir, 
With great cordiality, 
Your obliged Friend, 
I WYVILL, 


LETTER 
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From the Rev. C. WyviLL t SAMUEL SHORE; 
BuzTon-Halt, Yan, 171h, 19 
1 g e ö ö * 

My Dear Sir, 3 4. 
T* gives me great pleaſure to find that what 


— * _ © 


well be propoſed by the People, if this coun- 
try ſhould be ſo unfortunate as to run into 
confuſion, But God forbid it ſhbpld, It be-: 
hoves all wiſe and good men to. exert them- 
ſelves to the utmoſt ta prevent it, and that 


ſoon; for ill humour is increaſing faſt among 


the People, in Scotland eſpecially, from 
whence I hear to-day reports of a tumult in 
Edinburgh, and the Lord Provoſt's houſe be- 
ing ſet fire to. I ſent your worthy friend 
and neighbour, Mr. Wilkinſon, half a dozen 
copies ; I wiſh he may approve ; but I fear his 
mind is too much depreſſed yet to reli 
altogether what I have ſaid. I {till leſs expect 
it will be reliſhed by the warm Reformers in 


Sheffield, who are apparently too impetuous 


to liften to the counſels of cool and cautious 
men. And yet, in this reſpect I may be miſ- 
taken, and I ſhould rejoice to find it. To 

M 4 you 
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you and to Mr. Wilkiaſon it muſt be afcribed, 
if moderate counſels ſhould finally prevail at 
Sheffield. With reſpe& to many of our old 
Friends, who never had Mr. Wilkinſon's zeal 
far Civil or Religious Liberty, it muſt be ſup- 
poſed they are far more unwilling to hear of 
any thing like a perſuaſive to active meaſures, 
even on the moſt unexceptionable grounds, 
and in ſome inſtances I have found it. Ang 
1 believe all I have ſaid to leſſen their fears, 
by declaring not only againſt Paine ard thoſe 
Aſſociations who have commended his bock, 
but even againſt Williams and Cooper, will 
be little enough to jones the effect in- 
tended. 
I wiſh what is faid of the two laſt may not 
* any of the unfavourable effects you 
eem to apprehend, Had 1 not thought it 
3 to ſay it in order to conciliate 
others, I certainly ſhould have omitted the 
paſſage altogether, eſpecially as you expreſſed 
a ae, b that i ſhould be cautious. Bur feeling 
it neceſſary to ſay ſomething to mark my 
diſapprobation of the ſpirit and tendency of 
their writings, I think I could not well ex- 
12 it with leſs offence to thoſe Gentlemen. 
I am rather inclined to think neither of them 
will deny the tendency of their writings. 
That is the paſſage altered in conſequence of 
your letter; it is more referved than it ſtood 
efore. I have the pleaſure to find that what 
T have ſaid is much approved by ſome prin- 
cipal Friends of the Caule in 8 and 
Northumberland. ” 
N Should 
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Shoul dur Soclety ri ie ideas I have 
Ge 10 ir would be difficult, I thiok, for 
Mr. Pitt to reſiſt. 1 hope T all have the 
pleaſure of hearing from you again n be 
you go up, which ſuppoſe will be oon. 

Lam ever, my dear dee 


Moſt cordiall your's,” 8 
e e . 


| Fu CarzL Lorrr, Fi to the Rey, 
C. Wyxvikk . | 


PrP? 1935 rene me 
beat fie, — 


9 


Newmarket laſt Thurſday ſennight.“ 
I think that I owe particularly to you an 


account of my 'condutt in what reſpects the | 


Public, and of the grounds of it. 

With the expreſs condition of the previous 
ſanction of Parliament to every ſpecific/ object 
to which the ſubſeription ſhould be applica- 
ble, I thought it a meaſure not unconſtitu- 
tional, and in the preſent emergency I confi- 
dered it as expedient. The neceſſity of the 
previous ſanction of Parliament, as a condition 


to the raiſing and applying of any part of the 


ſubſcription, I had W at the Aſſize Dinner, 
and 
* This acoount has been preſery but it is not 8 


the Preliminary Papers, becauſe the conduct of Mr. C = 
on the occalion alluded to, does not appear to require fart 


\ pation, 


| men en enen wie as oe 
ecollect it, of what paſſed at a Meeting at 
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and had the @atifation of finding it there 
adopted in rels terms in the title to the 
ſubſcription then conditionally made, You 
will.ſge how the fame idea was received at 
the Newmarket Meeting. 

Our Friends here, I mean at Bury and its 
neighbourhood, .| blame my oonduct as uncon- 
ſtitutional and inconſiſtent, and even as im- 
plying an approbation of the War, though I 
have taken every poſſible pains to negative 
ſuch idea in the moſt explicit and public 
manher, and that repeatedly; and I truſt it is 
neither uncontlitutjonal, nor any way incon- 
ſiſtent. 

It ſtrikes me that if the Friends of Peace 
im expreſſing their deſire of this Nation being 
withdrawn from the War, were to expreſs at 
the ſame time their willingneſs and derermi- 
nation to concur in the Internal Defence, and 
in that ſolely againſt the interference of a 
foreign force, they would act moſt conſiſtently, 
and, as far as our circumſtances will admit, 
with the greateſt proſpect of acting effica» 
nen „ nohihag e s 

Jam moſt defirous to co-operate at all 
times, by all regular and Conſtitutional 


means, to promote Peace, and an immediate 


termination of this, in every ſenſe, deſtructive 
War; and I believe you will think it agreeable 
to theſe ſentiments that I ſhould wiſh, while 
the War moſt unhappily continues, the Pub- 
lic to be prepared, and, as much as poſſible, 


united againlt lavaſion. 


1 remain, dear Sir, 
'Ybur obliged friend, 
CAPEL LOE F I. 


- 


c 
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From the; Rev. by WxVIIx Ce Lou, 
My of off | Elgar Fayln! bo £ 
| 851 1 3 BpxrdHGu, 12 I 4796 
My Dear Sir, 1 X | 
— — you many NN 8 oblig- 
g communication of the Debate and 
Reſolitioins at the late Mevting of tHe Shut 
of Suffolk,” © 2 4 
With reſpect to the 9670 Augtem⸗ on 
of our internal force for: the Defence of the 
Country, my ſentiments accord entirely with 
yours. However the War may deſerve to be 
reprobated by all who reſpect the Rights of 


Nations, or who feel any attachment to the 


General Cauſe of Liberty; yet, when the 

ecutive Government of the Country proclaims 
that we are threatened with an Invaſian, and, 
with che concurrence of Parliament, calls on 
the People i in their ſeveral Diſtricts to arm for 


the Protection of the. Country, I fee not on 


what ground the requiſition can be reſiſted. 
On this principle, at a late Meeting at North- 

allerton, of the Magiſtrates and Deputy-Lieu- 
tenants of this Riding of Vorkſhire, the mea- 
ſures propoſed by Earl Fauconberg for in- 
creaſing our means of Internal Defence were 
agreed to by the Meeting without any oppo- 
ſition. But when the means of defraying the 
expences of the various augmentations agreed 
to came under the conſideration of the Meet- 


ing, * | thought it ne to refiſt a General 


Subſcription 


» Lord Lieutenant of the 
9 


* The propoſal of Karl Faucon 
North-Riding of Yorkſhire to the M 


* 


( (88). 


Subſcription at the inſtance of a Secretary of 
State, and made the following Motions : 

1it, Reſolved, That the right to originate 
all Supplies for the. Public Service belongs 
excluſively to the Houſe of Commons, * 


the zd of April, 1794, to raiſe money by ſubſcription. for the 
Fable ber, wa ade under authority from Mr. Secretary 
Dundas —A of the doenment by which bis Lordſhip was 
authorized to riſque that propofal was previouſly communicated to 
the Magiftrates, &c. of the Riding by the Clerk of the Peace, 
ny J- er with the ben ach accompanied it. The 
aper here copied was preceded by | of Augmentation 
-#be Forces for Taternal Pefence,” -- 5 


GENERAL, SUBSCRIPTION. 

1  WerT#& HALL, March 14th, 1794. 
It is naturally to be ſu that Gentlemen of weight or pro- 
in different parts of the Kingdom will ſeparately ſtand for, 
ward in order to carry into on the parts of the Plan 
for the ſecurity of the Country: but it ſeems alſo deſirable a General 
Subſcription ould be opened to be applied under the direction 
of a Committee, for the — ing in carrying into exe - 


cution all or any, of the reg | a circum - 
ſtances ſhall appear to require. | 0 'Y 

at . 2) ©4 85. — 13 8-17 $6 
Letter From W. WAILES, Eq; Clerk of thy 
Ne Hl (CIRCULAR,) 

Rev, Sir, , 


The other balf contains copies of the plans for gugmenting 
the forces for the Tnternal Defence of the Kingdom, regeived from 
Mr. Secretary . 4 EG 2 by the direc- 
tions of his Lordſhi ou, that you may have be 

: - ba ol to the Meetiog Mdventifed to be held 


_— ruſing — 
ar Mr, Hit, the third of next month, for taking the ſame inta 
I aw, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, - 
kick WILL. WAILES# 
Northallerton, 27th March, 1794+ 
To the Rev, C. Wyvill. 


* This propoſition is inconteſtable. The exclufive. p yo 
of the Houſe of Commons 10 originate the Public Supplies us the 
Corner-Stone of the Conſtitution ; and no caſe, Mut that of the 
moſt evident and urgent neceſſity, can be fo to W . 


DO wt 3 Wouru 


— 
ad, Reſolved, That a Requiſition from the 
Executive Government af this Country, un- 
ſanctioned by the previous authority of Par- 
liament, to raiſe Supplies in any way for the 
Public Service, is irregular, and ought to be 
diſcountenanced by this Meeting. 
The ad propoſition, conveying a direct cen- 
ſure of Miniſters for the propoſal of a Sub- 
ſcription, could not be rendered agreeable to 


: 
: 


the ſenſe of the Meeting by any amendment 
which I could. give it. But on withdrawing 
the 2d propoſition, the tft was agreed to, and 
no Subſcription took place, But thoughr from 
this ſtatement of my condu@ you may per- 
ceive it to have been different from yours, 
you will not claſs me, I hope, with thoſe who 
blame your having yielded to the meaſure of 
Subſcription under the imitations you pro- 
poled, and who ſeem to have treated you 
with a degree of ſeverity which appears to me 
to Have been unmerited. I do not think there 
is any evident and . cogent neceſſity which 
juſtifies our Government in calling for private 
aids and beneyolence ; but in a caſe of great 
and evident neceſſity, ſuch aids, in my opinion, 
would be perfect juſtifiable, under the limi- 


meaſure of ' Government which terads to inf ' of invalidats 
2 In 1794 the of Invaſion did 


danger 

not appear to mat or impending, yet the of 
State — to — 10 — — 4 
Lieutenant R ic Service by ubſcriptions. 
The irregularity was tr ſiſled with ſucceſs in Yorkſhire, and 
other parts of the Kingdom, chiefly by thoſe perfons-who had been 
calumniated as the enemies of the Conſtitution, In :803, when 
the War with France had. broken out afreſh, and the threats 
of Invafio were itcomparably more alarming,” the New Miniſters. 
reſpected the principles of the Confticuton, and properly left Sub- 
feription 16 th un bcited zeal of private Individeals. | 

* I ® ation 


156 


tation * 2 Parliamentar ry fan&tion;which 5 you 
have laid down. The ly difference there- 
fore between you and me, on this yea, 
relates merely to the degree of neceſſity now. 
exiſting for ſuch ak K nh In caſe of 
an Invaſion, or the actual appearance of dan- 
of an Tovaſion, T think I ſhould not refuſe 

to ſubſcribe on your. terms. | 

Tam 82 with great eſteem, © 

car We our obliged friend, 
y "AE 0 W VIII. 
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From the Rev, C Winz fe Mr Wins 
: offi ad> 105 0 


7 
0 82 bl 


l dot vinron-tlat, 8b, 1 
| 1 My Dare, 10 8 17% ; 
J* HAVE' beth” told by ſeveral Frida that 
conduct at the Meeting at Northal- 
rare on the 3d of April laſt, has been much 
miſunderſtood in the untry, that I am ſup- 
poſed either to Have propoſed or ſupported 
the recommendation of the Meeting, that the 
augmentations of Internal Force agreed to, 
ſhould be paid for by a Rate upon the Riding, 
and that in conſequence of this erroneous ſup- 
oſition many Freeholders and reſpectable 
Fans have expreſſed their diſapprobation 
of my eonduct at that Meeting, with no ſmal} 
degree of reſentment.— I ſhall be much obli- 
ged, therefore, to you, and to every other 


Friend, who will take the trouble to contra- 
dict 


. 601 j 
dia this report, aa to late Ks coudüct ſuch 


as it really was, Wherever f may find i it to 


have been Mic ee 


The propoſal for ee hi expitces of 


the aug mentations' agreed to, by. a Rate on 

the Riding, was firſt fy geſted Earl Tau- 
conberg, and afterwards propoſed to the 
Meetin as the Motion of Mr. Burton 'Fow- 
ler. The part 1 took feſpecting this mea- 
ſure, when firſt ſuggeſted by 1500 aucon- 


berg, and afterwards moved by Mr. Fowler, | 


was to oppoſe it; and m. oppoſition to it 
went wh prog grounds, rſt, that ic would 
be a partial and u od Tax; ad, that it would 
be unpopular iti the” Cohntry; zd, and that 
an au e of the North-Riding Mi- 
litia having been dgreed to, it would be in- 
proper to pay for the men to be added to the 
North-Riding F gr in a different mode 
from that by which che expence attending 
the Regiment itſelf was paid. 

What 1 propoſed t to the Meeting was as fol- 
lows: * 

1. That the right to 6rigtnare all Supplies 
for the Public Service belongs excluſively to 
the Houſe of Commons. 

2. That a Requiſition from the Executive 
Government of this Country, unſanctioned 
by the previous authority of Parliament, to 
raiſe ſupplies, in any way, for the Public Ser- 
vice, is irregular, and aught to be —— 
nanced by this Meeting. 


The firſt of theſe ln on good 


deal of en — — 


. if i92 ) 
nrarly with r el econd was ob- 
Fried, to, vpon .W amend 420 it as fol. 


ows : That it is yo 5 of the Meeting, 


that any expences which may be incurred by 


Government, for increaſing the means of 


the Internal Defence of the e Nation at large, 
ought to be defrayed. out of the Natiogal 


purle. .._. 
This propolicion was connetted wih "that 


-  markedon the other half ſheet, as No. 2, and 


* 


both were. moved together by me, and the 
Motion was ſeconded by Mr. Chaytor; but 
the amended propolizion being ſtill unpalatable 
to the e . was, given vg. AY the 
propoſition market] 1, being mote in a ſepa: 
rate ſlate, . was then adopted, as. L have men- 
tioned” above, nearly with unanimity,, and 
connected with, the. .Moxlon, mage. by. Mr. 
Burton Fowler. 

Such was my conduct on the 2d, of. April 


and I trult, that; thus explained it will be fa- 


tisfactory to the Freeholders who have com- 


plained of it, merely from miſinformation. 1 


I am, my dear Sir, 45 
** 1 en 


LETTER A 


on the Rev, C. WvyviiL to the Rev. 
WII IIAMW Wood. 
1 ui, Jug 0. 9 
My Dear Sir, 0 : Ar : 
HAVE to thank you for two very obliging 
Lerrers, and for the kind „ 
riends, 


S S 


A” SS TY WY CY 


_— 
* 


r 
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Friends, who; at yourgdelive; have circulated 
my Pamphlets.“ Wieh how little effect thoſe 
Pamphlets have been! written, though very 
diligently circulated in many parts of 
Kingdom, our preſent dangerous ſituation too 
plainly proves. But mortifying as the con- 
viction is, that my well-· intended admonitions 
have ſcarcely had any perceivable »influence 
on the heated minds of our Popular Societies; 
and, in all appearance, {till leſs. on thoſe of the 
haughty: Ariſtocracy, who: now n 
land with a rod of iron; yet, I do aſſure o 
my ſpirits are not depreſſed, nor my reſolu- 
tion one whit abated on the contrary; I ſind 
a freſh ſource of courage in the approbation 
of many wiſe and good men; I feel myſelf 
ſtrong in their ſupport, and ſtill more, in the 
perfect ſerenity and compoſure of an approv- 
ing conſcience, which I truſt in God will bear 
me up in any deff which an 
me. 
I ſhould have thanked you before this time, 
my dear Sir, for the encouraging letters I 
have lately received from you; but have been 
a good deal burried by temporary, unfore- 
ſeen, and unpleaſant buſmeſs, which I will ex 
plain as briefly as I can. 

My oppoſition to the Miniſter's plan of Sub- 
ſeription, in April laſt; had been in part fuc- 
ceſsful ; but ſoon after my return home, I was 


N informed 

* This eminent Dilentng Miaiſter has ton ben fixed ue Leeds, 
where, potwi MN diff of his 255 

is held in high on is a man of a amiable re- 


— character, a Friend to Learning und Virtae, to 
eli r ah Maderep Bing n and — 
* Editor have been often experienced, never can be for» 


gotten by bim. 


61 | 
1 informed by ſeveral Friends, that the Farmer; 
| | | and lower Freeholders.were much enraged at 
| | 

| 


[| me, on à ſuppoſition that I had ſuggeſted or 
1 ſupported the propoſal of paying for the in- 
| tended augmentations of force, in this Riding, 
by a Rate upon it, in the nature of a County 
Rate. By» letters read at principal Markets, 
and by the aſſiſtance of Friends, the Farmers 
were convinced, of their miſtake, and under- 
ſtood, that, in fact, I had oppoſed this motion, 
But when a General Meeting of the Riding 
if was called, at the inſtance of Government, 
11 diſſatisfied with the Reſolutions of April zd, 
= 1 found that the Farmers aud others began 
again to throw out menaces of perſonal inſult, 
if I went to oppoſe Subſcription. I thought 
| theſe rumours of intended outrage too vague 
|; for ſome time to deſerve any notice. I de- 
| termined to attend the Meeting on the 1 2th 
inſtant, and in purſuance of the advice of a 

| Friend, I put down on paper the heads of 
| my intended ſpeech againſt - Benevolence, 
| and in favour of Peace, with a copy of a Re- 
ſolution, recommending. Peace, as ſoon as it 


could be effected on terms of honour to this 
| Country, and ſafety to its Allies, to be placed 
| in a Friend's hand, to guard againſt miſrepre- 
| ſentation, having reaſon to believe my word: 
| would be watched, taken down, and ſent to 
| Mr. Dundas. But on the 11th, the day be- 
| fore the Meeting, I received authentic infor. 
. mation that I could not go with perſonal 
"4 fafety. Threatened with inſult and mobing, 


[ | I thought it right to defiſt ; and I hope my 
| | caution will have convinced the .moſt ae 
WI * | dice 
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diced, that I am fac from meaning either to 
inflame heats, or to contend with enthuſiaſtic 
- vehemence, for what I may think the intereſt 


of the Public. But with finmneſs, with honeſt 
and perſevering zeal, I will contend in a 


temperate and rational way; and in this way 


I truſt the Friends of the Public will at laſt 

ſucceed, ® 1 49y0 h; THE 
beg to be kindly remembered to Dr, B. 

Dawſon, whoſe ancient friendſhip for me I 


ſtill feel with pleaſure, I am glad he approves 
my conduct, and, that I have found the means 


of communicating to him ſome of my papers. 


I rejoice, my dear Sir, at your recovery, 


and wiſh you a, long continuance of good 
health. | 
I remain cordially your's, 

| WYVI 


IETTER XV. 
From MaTTHEW RoBiNSON, Eſq; to e Rev. 
= C. WyviLL, 


Hon rox, gar Hy The, 71h June, 1794- 


R. ROBINSON has lately received a 
copy of Mr, Wyvill's Publication, in- 
titled & A State of the Repreſentation,” &c. 
N 2 from 

-» : ; ; 
ann eng tooth ty aches 
lower claſſes of Freeholders never could have been blown up to 


ſuch a height of fury without the help of Inſtigators of a ſuperior 
rank, But after diligent inquiry, no trace of any ſoggeſtion of in- 
ſult 


— — 
- 2 —— — 


6196) 


from the ouxſide cover of which it appears te 
have becen ſent him by order of the Au- 


thor. Mr. R. was highly flattered with this 


compliment and ent from one whoſe 
character and conduct he ſo much reſpects, 
although he has not the honaur. of any per- 
ſonal acquaintance with him. Mr. R. had 
before read over the book, and has done {6 
again ſince, both times with very great plea- 
ſure and approbation. The plan is temperate 
and, moderate, byt would certainly be effec- 
tual if carried into execution. He ſincerely 
and earneſtly wiſhes Mr. W. ſucceſs in his de- 
ſigns and proceedings for the public good: 
that matter, however, appears in tho preſent 
times very problematical and doubtful; but 


Mr. R. wiſhes, likewiſe, Mr. W. health and 
life, that he may, at all events, long enjoy 


the comfort and ſatisfaction ariſing from his 
endeavours to ſerve his eountry and man- 
kind. | 


ſult and perſonal outrage hoon the Editor was found ; and the 
ſuppoſition was therefore diſmiſſed as a grouudleſs apprehenſion, 
Bat though be acquits his calumniators, 4s not guilty of haxing 
inſtigated certain ignorant men to acts of violence againſt him, 
yet their injurious calumnies and the groſs epithets which they al- 
lowed themſelves freely to apply to him in hand- bills, &c. may 
juſtly be conſidered as having contributed to inflame the rage of 
choſe perſqns to. the degree here ſtated, At this diſtance of time 

e calumnies and injurious epithetz alluded to require no (yrther 
notice; they may we orgs — oblivion "_” Gy on, 
ſuch as the Warrior wo when he committed to the flames 
the pointleſs ſpears and arrows of the foes he had repulſed. - 
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y LETTER XVI. . itt fl 
Piet the Rev. C. Wrvrtr 2 Markus 
Mie e Ae 1 


i 841 FRI TONNE rote 11794 i 
a sir, ; $3 i 2 
[ AM "wk to find, from your obi 

letter of the th inſtant, that my p 
conduct continues to meet your — no 
and particularly that the plan of Reformation, 


which I have ſuggeſted/in' my laſt Pamphlet, on 
the State of the Reproſentation, is in-your opi- 


niom a plan wllich qs at once moderate, yt 
effetuat to correct the groſs abuſes which 
time and the fruudulent arts of many of our 
prinoipal famihes have accumulated to a de- 
greè which at preſent renders our Houſe of 
Commons little better than a niock Repreſen- 
tative of the People. Tho' Iventured to pro- 
poſe ſome addition to the plan formerly 
agreet to by the County of York, and after- 


wards adopred by Mr. Pitt, and propoſed by 


him to 'Parliament, yet I have no reaſon to 
think the Yorkſhire Gentlemen diſlike the 
additional propofitions ; or, at what they think 
a proper time, would, heſitate to give them 
their ſupport. But at preſent many of my 


old Friends are ſo much alarmed by the ſup- 


poſed danger of French principles, for which 
I fear the indiſcreet zeal of ſome Popular 
Meetings has given but too much reaſon, that 
I do not perceive any probability of a. general 
union of the County of York in favour of 


Political Reformation till that alarm has ſub- 


N 3 ſided, 


( 198) 


ſided, or is overcome by the oppoſite, and, in 
my opinion, much more threatening danger, 
from the apparent diſpoſition in the u | 
claſſes of ſociety, to ſeek their ſafety under the 
ſheltey of deſpotic power, which is the infatua- 
tion of the man Who ruſhed into the lion's 
den to avoid a _ noiſy curs _— at his 
e 1 * 
= hope, Sir, before you will receive this lid. 
ter, you will have received a ſet of the collec- 
tion of Political Papers which I have lately 
publiſhed, and which I'requeſt you to accept. 
I beg leave to return you my warm and moſt 
ſincere thanks for the many kind expreſſions 
of eſteem in your letter; and — I find 
-myſelf more perſecuted by miſreprefentation 
and calumny than at any former period of my 
life, yet when I reflect that I poſſeſs the eſteem 
and good wiſhes of ſuch men as you, the 
thought animates my heart, and I reſolve 
afreſh to ſupport with increaſing zeal, but with 
-all due caution; that Cauſe of Civil and Reli- 
gious Liberty which is at once the Cauſe 1 
Reaſon, Virtue, and Religion. 
I am, Sir, | 
With the greateſt oltcem, 
Your moſt obliged, ' | 
and moſt obedient ſervant, | 
C. WYVILL. 
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purſue the ſame purpoſes 
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8K Marruew 1 Eſa; 44 Rex. 
= q Co WrVI . {int 


Hos rox, nar r Hyrus, 3 1794. 
1Rev. Sir, a 1940} 


[ DULY received your obliging letter of 
16th June; I have likewiſe in your name 
lately received from Mr. Johnſon your collec- 


tion of Political, Papers, with his excuſes for 


not ee them ſooner. I beg you to 
accept my. acknowledgments on both [theſe 
accounts. Howeyer my ſenſations 1 may "have 
become weakened, by an age of more than 
four ſeore years, 1 remain very ſenſible of the 
favourable opinion of a perſon ſo deſerving i in 
himſelf. 
The papers contain material lights and in- 
ſtructions for any perſons Who, may defire to 
a Parliamentary 
Reform. As you have already uſed ſuch due 
endeavours for that end, I heartily wiſh it 
may one day be your own lot to renew again, 
at a proper opportunity, your attempt with 
ſuccels and effect. It will be both conferring 
a great benefit on mankind, and leaving a 


noble monunient of yourſelf behind you. 


I expreſs therein; however, rather my 
wiſhes than my expectations. I verily belleve 
that good fornis of Government will by 
degrees in time ſpread and obtain through- 
out the whole civiliſed world ; not, howeyer, 
immediately, nor by dint or means only of 
public ſpirit, but from a ors general know- 

ledge 


6280) 


ledge and informatiom of mankind sbneernigg 
their individual intereſt. The many will then 
all move together one way, like the waves of 
the ſea impelled by the ſame wind, and will 
be irreſiſtible. 4 
Power will nevertheleſs, right or wrong, 
endeavour in the mean-rime to maintain its 
poſſeſſions. Bodies of men very ſeldom reform 
themſelves, or willivgly ſuffer others to do it 
for them. This muſt of courſe, and aceord- 
ing to circuraſtances, cauſe more or leſs Vo- 
lence, contentions, Teyolutlons, &c. ho 
knows how many ſtages and changes Great 
Britain herſelf may have to go through, be- 
fore ſhe arrives at that happy perde; but 
which ſhe might in all appearance ſs ſoon 
and ſo eaſily attain, if ſome perſons in certain 
fituations would. only confent and concur, 
It appears to me, I muſt confels, that ano- 
ther fate probably firſt attends our country. 
It has for many years been my firm, fixed, 
unchanged opinion (and 1 do certainly "diſcern 
at this moment no grounds to alter it) that 
we are conſtantly moving towards a bank- 
ruptey, ſometimes flower, ſometimes faſter, 
ſometimes full gallop, and whether it will 
happen a little ſooner or later, and in war or 
in peace, who can in that caſe ſay the effects 
or iſſue of ſuch an eyent ? Some men might, 
however, perhaps ſeg "reaſon to repent that 
they refuſed to Grade our Conſtitution by a 


#* 


temperate Reform, when they had ſo much 
and ſuch good opportunity to do it, 
No ſuch conſiderations ſhould nevertheleſs 


diſcourage or divert you from your endea+ 
vours. 


(eri) 


vours. It is to be hoped that theſe things 
are only vain apprehenfions 5 or bo that as it 


may, we are taught'that'-/ | 
: Juſtum & tenacem propoſiti virum, 
fractus illabatur orbis, fy 
Impavidum ferient ruin. 


The bankruptcy of a State is certainly not 
ſo terrible a circumſtance as the burſting of a 
World, and the ſenſe of a' man's own good 
conduct will in any gaſe be à very great com- 
fort and ſatisfaction. 118 

If I have treſpaſſed upon you with too lo 
a letter of politics, you will nevertheleſs be 
good as to receive it for a mark of my regard 
and reſpe&., I. do not know ypur motions, 
nor whether you eyer now come to the Me- 
tropolis; but, ſhould, you either at Margate, 
or any other place, approach the meridian of 
Horton, you; would make me very happy in 
viſiting my hermitage for ſuch time as might 
be convenient or agreeable to you; and where 
you may diſcourſe with the ſame freedem as 
you think. ® _ 2 I wich 


* In the character of this unchangeable Patriot, there might 
be ſome: portion of harmlefs eccemmcity. If his houſe might 
be called a Hermitage, his: figure, towards the cloſe of his life, 
from the unuſual growth of his beard, reſembled that of a hermit, 
But they who were ſurpriſed by a perſonal appearance, ſo un com- 
mon in this country, might have found in the valuable qualities 
of his mind, and his heart, matter for greater wonder. At a 
more advanced period of life, when, by the death of his brother, 
the Barony of Kokeby had devolved upon him, be wrote a Pam- 
phlet in fayopt of Pence and Liberty, with very conſiderable 
ability, But, even h ability, at that grtat age, is not what 

ht moſt to excite our admiration, Other men have retained 
their inte powers to an age as great as bis: but ſcarcely 
can the wan be named, whoſe heart, after the friction of ninety 
revolving years, has continued to beat as ſenſibly alive to the 
feelings of philanthrophy, as warm with zeal for the liberty and 
happineſs of his couutrymen, as the venerable Lord Rokelby's, 
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I wiſh you health and happineſs, and Pan 
with moſt fincere-eſteem, 


Sir, your very obedient, 
= humble ſervant, 


MATTHEW ROBINSON. 


LETER XVIII. 


From PETER *. =; Eſq; to the weve 
CW SVILL: | 


14 * 


1 

RECEIVED, a few alt ago {dim Mr. 

Todd, by your order, a repeated inſtance 
of your unmerited favour to me, by the com- 
munication of your collection of Political Pa- 
pers in three volumes, for which, and your 
former favours of the like nature, I can only 
return you my very grateful thanks; affuring 
you that I very highly eſteem the honour of 
being noticed by ſo reſpectable a character; and 
that though I have the misfortune to differ 


from you in opinion, as to the ſeaſonableneſs 


of an application to Parliament at fo danger- 
ous a criſis, you will do me the juſtice to believe 
that I am actuated by the ſame public ſpirited 


principles which have fo eminently influenced 


your conduct. With this hope and truſt, I 
have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Sir, Your obliged 
and obedient ſervant; 


P. JOHNSON. * 


LETTER 


This worthy Gentleman was cool, cautious, and of a candid 
character, uniformly preſerved in times moſt untayourably marked 
| by 


April 26, 1793» 
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From the Rev. C. Wyviit toPeTER JonnsoN, 
1-195 Eſq. - | 4 + 3. 

BuzTox-Hait, Tune rcth, 1794. 

HAVE received the favour of your letter, 
reſpecting my Publication of the Political 
Papers of the Yorkſhire , Committee, &c. 
which I took the liberty to fend you; from 
my reſpe& for your truly candid and public 
ſpirited character. There certainly are great 
diſcontents in the Country; and my opinion 
ſincerely is, that the beſt way to avoid danger 
from thoſe diſcontents is to put an end to our 
Foreign War, as ſoon as it can be poſſible, 
conſiſtently with honour and good faith, and 
to adopt a ſyſtem of moderate conceſſion, or 
at leaſt of lenient meaſures, with refpe& to the 
Internal affairs of this Country. Critical as 
our ſituation is, the harſh meaſures which our 
Government has for ſome time purſued ſeem 


to me likely to increaſe diſcontent, rather than 


to ſuppreſs it, and conſequently to render 
our ſituation daily more. critical, and more 
dangerous, Yet the objection you make is 
not only a very natural one, but it muſt be 
allowed to have great force. I do not pre- 


tend to ſay there is no danger or difficulty 


in what I think ought to be our line of con- 
duct; I only fay it ſtrikes me as being far 
leſs dangerous than the line now purſued, and 


by the contrary ſpirit. He was, too, a friend to Conſtitutional 


Liberty, though he forbore to co-operate with thoſe perſons in 


Yorkſhire who had aſſociated to effect the Reformation of par- 
Hament, He was for many years Recorder of York, and much 
eſteemed both as a Lawyer and a Man, 


"oP 
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to the Miniſter it would have been a mote 
conſiſtent and a more honourable courſe. * 


I beg 


This may requite ſome explanation, and ſubſequent events 
afford the means. The Editor ſaw with concern, and be has fre- 
quently admitted, that; abouut this time, 4 party, hoſtile to the 
Conſtitutipp, and eager. ſor the introduction of a Republican 
Form of Government, had atiſen in this Country, It 
Peace with the French Republic had been malutaided ot ſpeedily 
reſtored ; if a lenient ſyſtem of Adminiftration had been conti- 
nued, and a temperate Reform of Parliament had been conceded, 
it is yet poſſible that the widom of Government might have failed 
to cortect the prejqdicet, and to conciliate the affections of x 
who had embraced the dangerous doQrine of the Anglo-American 
Revolutionift.Men of a deep, but irregular ambition; of à tur- 
bolent and gloomy enthuſiaſm, but ſtill guided by; ĩotereſted mo- 
tives, ate produced in eyery age, and every county; no lenity, 

| 1. ol Government, 


art frariknefs, no equity in the conduct | 
in ever ſatisfy fuch ined. From male-contenty'sf this deſerip- 
tion, d is always to be feated ; the rage of a diſbanded po- 
ce and their enormous crimes could not appall them; inſtead 

af ſhatidering at the horrots of a revolutionaty ſtruggle, then de- 
ſolating France, ſuch men could ſurvey them with a ſavage ſatis- 
faction, and a pieſage of ſimilar ſucceſs to ſimilar attempts in 
England, where fo ofligate men may always be found bot 
too wall ed to fbHow any leader into ſornes of carnage and 
lunder. Undoubtedly, at all times, it behoves Miniſters vigi- 
tly to watch the att of fach men; but it wks moſt neceſſary 
to watch, and if guihy of any crime, to puniſh the Miſſionaries 
of Anarchy and Confuſion, when a fermentation had} evidently 
been excited in the lower Orders of our Countrymen by the Revo- 
lution in France. But, for that reaſon alſo, it was their duty 
moſt cavtiouſly to 'avaid every act of rigout beyond the bounds 
of Law, every ſtretch of power injurious to the Conſtitutional 
Rights of the Nation, and to abandon a ſyſtem of foreigh policy, 
which, if continned, would unavoidably increaſe the irritation 
complained of. Unhappily, the Minifter adhered to his new ſyſ- 
tem; and during the latter part of his adminiſtration he exet- 
ciſed bis powet with augmented rigour, which, combined with 
the preſſure of taxes, and an extreme ſcarcity of proviſions, 
had nearly driven the Nation to deſpair; The victories in the 
Baltic, and in Egypt, and the Peace of Amiens, which thoſe 
events enabled the preſent Miniſter to conclude, ſnatched the Na- 
tion from the brink of Revolution. The Peace; indeed, has been 
of ſhect duration; and the Nation is again called upon to ſuſtain 
new burthens, and to make greater efforts in'a War fingly renewed 
againſt the gigantic wer of France : yet Has that Peace produced 
beneficial effects of high importance; it is felt to have been the 
conceſſion & a Government which ſympathized with the Toes 
an 
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beg leave to add, that it is the greateſt 
pleaſure and ſatisfactiom to me to find, from 
the very obliging expreſſions in your letter, 
that the rectitude of my intentions is approved 
by a Gentleman whom 1 fo greatly eſteem. 


| LETTER XX. | 
From the eras to JOHN COURTNEY, 
q. 


My Dear Sir, 
THINK. with you and many of our friends 
that the times are become dangerous be- 

yond any , example ſince the Revolution, 
When Mr. Pitt iſſued the firſt Proclamation, 
I thought I ſaw an intention in Government 
to cruſh, the riſing diſcontent of the Country 
by rigorous meaſures, inſtead of endeayour- 
ing to allay it by conciliating ones; and I pub- 
liſhed the Defence of Dr. Price with a view 
to bring him back to more moderate coun- 
cils, by ſhewing the probable progreſs of dif- 
content under a ſyſtem of proſecution and 
ſtern refuſal of redreſs. | 1 
and wi . . . 2 a}. 

gs 4 K 
. „ of the Peo 2 A _ the foe, and to 
* — e, f — dmg hon — 8 — 
policy of a ſyſtem of conciliation, which the preſent Cabinet have 
wiſely preferred to the harſh and irritating fyſtem of their Predes 


ceſſors, 
{ ; When 


C. WYVILL.. 


- BuxTox-Hall, June 18th, 1794 


{ 206 ) 


When Mr. Pitt was on the point of enga- 
ging in a War with France, I thought I faw 
great probability that it would be a long and 
burthenſome War, contrary to his aſſertion 
at that time in Parliament ; and fearing that 
the diſtreſs of ſuch a War, added to the exiſt- 
ing diſcontents on Conſtitutional grounds, 
would increaſe animoſities to the moſt ha- 
zardous extreme, I wrote my letter, ſtating 


my fears, and endeavouring to perſuade him 


to return to his pacific ſyſtem. 'The War con- 
tinues, and js {till likely to continue; and the 
rage of the oppoſite parties in England is 
more than eyer inflamed. In this ſtate of 
violence on the part of the People and their 
opponents, I thought one more attempt might 


be made to recommend to the People mode- 


ration in their demands, and to the great 


prudence to concede in time, while moderate 
conceſſions might probably ſecure laſting 


tranquility, With this view I publiſhed the 
Pamphlet on the Repreſentation, but again 
without ſucceſs. So extreme is the agitation 
of the public mind, ſo violent is the panic of 
the Great, that every day which paſſes without 
ſome event tending to excite commotion, and 
without information of commotion ſome- 
where actually commenced, ſeems to be a day 
of good fortune happily gained for the 
Public. 

As you, my dear Sir, love Liberty joined 
with Order, ſo do I. I blame the indiſcretion 
(poſſibly it ought to be called the criminal 
raſhneſs) of the Popular Societies; but Go- 
vernment ought to have foreſeen that their 

ſeverity 
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ſeverity > againſt the. Propoſers of Univerſal 
Suffrage, coupled with the former zeal of 
ſome of the Miniſters for Parliamentary Re- 
form, even on that principle, could only tend 
to excite this criminal ſpirit, and increaſe: our 
danger. But while we blame both Govern- 
ment and the too eager and violent Sticklers 
for Reformation, and cannot bur ſee reaſon to 
fear that a dreadful colliſion of oppoſite par- 
ties may take place, yet a moderate party 
there yet is, who deprecate the extremes of 
Government and of the Republican Faction, 
and who, I truſt, are ſtrong enough to pre- 
vent the impending miſchiefs on either hand, 

With this middle party I wiſh to act, and [ 
ſhall never ſtand forward with any other 
views. I intreat you to accept the copy of 
my Collection of Papers, and to preſent my 
compliments and Mrs, Wyvill's to Mrs, 
Courtney. | 

Jam, dear Sir, 
Your's very cordially, 
C. WYVILL. 


LETTER XXI. 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL to Henry LEGARD, 
Eſq. 
BurToxn-Halt, June 21/f, 1794+ 
Sir, 

1 REQUEST you will do me the favour to 
accept tlie Collection of Papers which has 
come to your hands, and which I took the li- 
berty to ſend from reſpect to your political 
principles 
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principles and conduct, and in grateful ac. 
knowledgment of your candour, which I 
have ſo often experienced. I think the times 
dangerous in the extreme; but I cannot think 
that a reaſon for being ready to give up the 
principles of the Conſtitution. On the con- 
trary, it appears to me that the dangers which 
now threaten us can only be avoided by a 
ſteady adherence to thoſe principles, whether 
attacked by Miniſters or Republican Societies, 
On that ground I truſt, when the panic ſo 
artfully raiſed has ſubſided, and Reafon has 
reſumed her influerce, that we ſhall find a 
great majority of our Countrymen are deter- 
mined to ſupport Liberty, and cloſe a War 
which, if much longer purſued, can only end 
in driving the Nation into one of the ex- 
tremes which now threaten us, viz. a Re- 
publican Revolution, or ſubmiſſion to the 
ſtern protection of Deſpotic —_ 
I am, Sir, 
Your much obliged. 
and moſt — 3 
C. WYVILL. 


LETTER XXII. 


From Jaus Maxrix, Eſq; M. P. to the Rev. 
C. Wrviil. | 


My Dear Sir, 


1 AM very ſenſible of the benour you have 
done me by your kind remembrance and 


attention in ſending me the three volumes of 
Political 
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Political Papers which I have this day re- 
ceived. * h | 
Being much engaged at preſent by private 
buſineſs in conſequence of the death of an el- 


der brother, who has appointed me one of his 


executors, I have only time to remark that I 
truſt that your Publication will prove that 
the real Friends to Parliamentary Reform are 
equally Friends to the true ſpirit of our ex- 
cellent Conſtitution, | | 
I remain, Sir, 
With the moſt ſincere eſteem, 
Your much obliged - 
and very humble ſervant, 
JAMES MARTIN. 


——— DU—— — 
LETTER XXIII. 


From the Rev. C. WvviLL to James MazrTin, 
Eſq. . 


Bux rox-HALL, June 23d, 1794+ 
My Dear Sir, 


AM happy that you approve the general 

purpoſe of my late Publication. Foreſee- 
ing the increaſe of zeal for the Reformation. of 
Parliament, which we now witneſs in many 
parts of the Kingdom, and fearing that zeal 
might not be accompanied with all the diſcre- 
tion which is neceſſary, [thought that it it would 
not be unſeaſonable to lay theſe Papers be- 
fore the Public, I lament the imprudence of 
thoſe men who have glven the Miniſter the 


very adyantage he wiſhed, viz, to attack them 
; O with 
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with the ntmoſt violence, overturning every 
fence to Perſonal Liberty, infringing ſome of 
the moſt important privileges of the People, 
and by his coadjutors, Burke and Wind- 
ham, threatening to deſtroy the reſt, and yet 
appearing to the deluded multitude to do all 
this in defence of the Conſtitution, When they 
quitted that ſtrong ground, they knew not 
what they did, and it will be happy if their raſh- 
neſs be got over without ſome ſignal miſchief 
to the Conſtitution, and without misfortune 
to themſelves. With reſpect to the late tranſ- 
actions in Scotland I will ſay nothing, but that 
I think the Leaders of the People there more 
ſyſtematically wrong than the active Members 
of the London Societies; it is impoſlible to 
ſpeak of the conduct of the Courts in that 
Country, in the proſecutions of Muir and Pal- 
mer, Gerald and Margarot, or of the conduct 
of Government in obſtinately refuſing to liſten 
to the Petition from the Burghs of Scotland, and 
at laſt refuſing to permit Meetings to be held 
for the purpoſe of petitioning Parliament, and 
even by force breaking them up: it is impoſ- 
ſible, I ſay, to ſpeak of theſe tranſactions with 
ſafety, and at the ſame time with truth and 
fincerity. In proportion as I condemn the 
conduct alluded to, and lament the fatal ten- 
dency of it, I applaud your uniform ſupport 
of the true principles of the Conſtitution, and 
the intereſt of the Country ; and I feel, in the 
midſt of obloquy and miſrepreſentation to 
which I have lately been more expoſed than 
in any former part of my life, the ſuperior 
ſatisfaction ariſing from the approbation of a 

man 
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man like you, whoſe ſteady and diſintereſted 
Patriotiſm even the Enemies of Popular 
Rights, while they hate it, mult reſpect. 
I am ever, my dear Sir, 
With great eſteem and regard, 
Your much obliged 
and faithful ſervant, 
C. WXVILL. 


—— 


LETTER XXIV. 


From James MARTIN, Eſq; M. P. to the 
Rev. C. WrviLL. 


| Dow&1nG-STREET, 30th June, 1794. 
Dear Sir, 

] Cannot but be much flattered by your very 
obliging letter of the 23d. The approba- 
tion of worthy and ſenſible men, and the com- 
fortable teſtimony of my own conſcience, are 
the only rewards I have ever looked up to for 
perſevering in thoſe principles which I have 
imbibed from early education, and which I 
truſt J ſhall never relinquiſh, as they appear 
to me to be rational and founded in truth, 
and tending to the deareſt intereſts of our 
Country and of Mankind, To perſons feeling 
as we do, it muſt be very grating to be miſ- 
repreſented as unfriendly to good Order 
and Internal Peace, and to be ſo miſre- 
prelented by many whoſe whole lives have 
been ſpent in the moſt corrupt purſuit of the 
lowelt ſelf-intereſt ; but it is to be hoped that 
Providence, in its own good time, will clear 
up theſe matters, and that the well-intentioned 
will be diſtinguiſhed from their imprudent 
O 2 and 


proſpect of a rational unanimity. . 
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and profligate abuſers. Every man of hu- 
manity muſt be ſhocked to the laſt degree at 
the ſhughter of his fellow-creatures, which 
has ſo long continued; and, next to this me- 
lancholy conſideration, I feel myſelf hurt by 
the preyailing ill humour ard diſcontent of 
the times. I ſhould be moſt happy to ſee any 

There is a notion very prevalent that Mr, 
Jay, who has lately been fent here from the 
States of America, has not only ſettled our 
diſputes with that Country, but that he may 
be the means of bringing about a more general 
Peace. He brought me a letter from Sir 
John Temple, our Conſul at New-York, with 
whom I was formerly acquainted in this 
Country, Mr. Jay is to dine with me to 


morrow. 


I have endeavoured to collect a few ſenſible, 
reſpectable perſons to meet him, who, if he 
ſhould: remain long with us, may cultivate 
his friendſhip, and be of uſe to both Countries 
in eſtabliſhing a thorough har mony and good 
underſtanding between them. | 

I muſt not conclude, my good Sir, without 
apologizing for again intruding on your time, 
but I could not reſiſt the inclination I felt to 
return you my beſt acknowledgment for the 
very kind manner in which you expreſſed 
yourſelf in favour of - 7 3 

Your very faithful 
and obedient ſervant, 
JAMES MARTIN. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 

From the Rev. Witittam Mason to the Rev. 
inn Sg 
| Ae ron, Jah 14h, 1794 

Dear Sir, | yo 
. my return home à few days ago, after 
above two months abſence, partly in 
Town and partly in viſits to fome Southern 
Friends, I fours in my Library the pteſent of 
your three volumes of Political Papers, for 
which return you my thanks and acknow- 

ledgmerts, 1 
So far as this Publication goes toward giving 
a full and authentie accouit of the proceedings 
of the Vorkſhire Aſſociation, of which you 
were the Chairman, I atm perſuaded it will 
be deemed' by an impartial Poſterity a record 
of the temperate and legal means by Wich 
the Repreſentation in Parliament was at- 
tempted to be reformed, and will do honour 
to the perſons concerned in that attempt. But 
whatever elſe in theſe volumes, or in that 
which is to be added to them, may tend to 
depreciate the character of Mr. Pitt, or to 
exalt that of Mr. C. Fox, you muſt pardon 
me if [ withhold my approbation. * | 
You know that ſome time ago I wiſhed 
you to wait for a leſs turbulent period ere you 
again agitated the then dormant queſtion ; 
and I find at preſent no reaſon to think that I 
wiſhed the Cauſe and yourſelf ill when I ex- 
preſſed it, having found ſince that thoſe who 
have of late ſeemed to appear ſo ſanguine for 
O 3 a Re- 
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a Reform, have employed it merely as a 
ſtalking horſe, behind which they might ſhoot 
at the very eſſential foundations of all Legal 

overnment. | 

When I give you this as my firm opinion, 
it is not either with the hope that you ſhould 
accede, to it, or that you ſhould take the 
trouble to controvert it, I give it you merely 


as another ſpecimen of that freedom from re- 


ſerye with which I have always delivered my 
ſentiments to you. And I truſt on your part 
you will receive it with the candour due to 
one who profeſſes himſelf to be with ſincerity, 
| Dear Sir, 
Your very faithful N 
and obliged ſervant, 

3 W. MASON. 
My beſt compliments to Mrs. Wyvill, and 
kind wiſhes for the welfare of your young 


family. 
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LETTER XXVI. 
From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Rev. 
William Maso. 


BuRTON-Hatr, Tuly 19th, 1794+ 
My Dear Sir, : 


1 AM much obliged to you for the frank 
ſincerity of your letter of the 14th inſt. 
and even where you differ from me, for the 
friendly regard and good will which you have 
manifeſted on this and many other occaſions. 
I neyer expected that all my old RE 
wou 
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would approve my ſentiments and eonduct in 
the preſent ſituation of our Country, which 
is in many important reſpe&s new, and unlike 
any fituation in which it ever was placed 
before. And I will ſay farther, that where 
have the mortifieation to find my conduct 
diſapproved by ſome of them, whoſe approba- 
tion 1 moſt wiſhed to preſerve, it may and 
does give me concern, but it does not alter 
my view of public meaſures and their appa- 
rent tendency, and conſequently does not and 
cannot alter the conduct I think it my duty 
to hold. With you I am certain I ſhall ob- 
tain credit, when | aſſert that I am totally un- 
connected with any Party “; that I am equally 
a ſtranger to Mr. Pitt and Mr. C. Fox, to Lord 
Lanſdowne and the Duke of Portland, with 
the other new Miniſters who have lately 
coaleſced with Mr. Pitt, I have never accuſ- 


tomed myſelf. to conſider what ſort of conduct 


their intereſt or my own' might require, but 
have uniformly acted in all public buſineſs in 
the manner which ſeemed to me moſt likely 
to promote the welfare of the Public. When 
the queſtion of Reform lay dormant, I was 
not the perſon, as you ſeem to ſuppoſe, who 
brought it afreſh into diſcuſſion ; for many 
years I remained a ſilent ſpectator of the pub- 
lic ſcene; I approved the conduct of the Mi- 
niſter; I ſupported him at ſome Elections 
againſt the intereſt and ſolicitation of ſome 
perſonal Friends; but, in conformity to the 

| | pledge 


This aſſertion was at that time ſtrictly true. Subſequent events 


. have produced changes in the Edicar's ſituation, reſpeQing ſome 
of the Public Men here named, which id a proper place in the 


different ſerics of letters it will be his duty to explain, 


N 
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pledge I had given, I publiſhed nothing, nor 
did I take any other ſtep in political buſineſs 
which had any tendency to agitate the na- 
tional mind. After this performance of my 


promiſe, publicly given, to retire in certain 


ſpecified circumſtances, a.change appeared to 
have taken place in the ſentiments of many 
perſons about two or three years ago, and 
new Aſſociations to promote a Reform of the 
Repreſentation were- eſtabliſhed in different 
parts of the kingdom. Conſidering theſe 
circumſtances in connection with the effect to 
be expected from the Revolution in France, 
I thought it right to come forward and en- 
deavour to prevent political parties running 


into thoſe extremes on either hand which the 


writings of Burke and Paine were calculated 
to recommend. With this view I publiſhed 
the Defence of Price, honeſtly, but I am ſorry 


to ſay, ineffectually, warning our great Nobles 
to make timely conceſſion, and the riſing 


party for Reformation to adopt temperate 
counſels, and to reſpect the Conſtitution 
while they attacked its abuſes. After that 
Publication, we were ſoon threatened with 
a War with France. I thought it might be 
avoided, and I wrote the letter to Mr, Pitt, 
endeavouring to diſſuade him from it; becauſe 
by adding diſtreſs to the already exiſting diſ- 
contents, it tended to bring on a Revolution, 
though it were entered into chiefly with a 


view, perhaps, to prevent one? After this 


unavailing effort in favour of Peace, finding 
the Societies in London and Scotland much 


inclined to Univerſal Suffrage, and fearing 


that 
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that might be adopted as their principle of 


Reform by the other nd Aſſoclations, I en- 


deavoured with:  facegfs" to recommend 'our 
Yorkſhire principle, wih ſome extenſion ma- 
nifeſtly agreeing with the principles hid down 
by Me. Pitt bimſelf, to the Gentlemen of 
Durham and Northumberland, and —— 
the State of the Repreſeatation, enforcing, as 
ſtrongly as I was able, the principles of a tem- 
perate Reform, and ſhewing the neceſſity of 
ſupporting the common Cauſe of Liberty and 
Property united together”againit the danger 
ous innovations propoſed by Young on the one 
ſide, and Paine, Thaeball, &c. on the other. 
In all this I think I have acted conſiſt - 
ently ;- I am ſure I have ated diſititereſt- 
edly; and I ſtill hope, what is alſd very 
material, that I have ated not without ſome 
beneficial effects to the Public, I hate the polt- 
tical principles of Burke, and many of our 
Lords; and inſtead of adopting their views, I 
wiſhed Mr. Pitt to allay diſcontents, arid keep 
the internal Peace of the Country, by avoid- 
ing Foreign War, and meliorating the con- 
dition of the People. I lament the contrary 
ſyſtem which he has adopted; and I dread 
the effect of that ſtrong infuſion of Ariſtocracy 
which the late Coalition has poured into the 
Cabinet, The anarckical principles of Paine 
and Thelwall are ſtill more to be abhorred, 1 
own; but if Cade and Tyler were foon ſup- 
preſſed by the few Proprietors of Land in 
Edward the Fourth's time, why ſhould the 
numerous Proprietors of Land now, reinfor- 
ced as they are * the ſubſtantial Manufactur · 


ers, 
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ers, Merchants, Tradeſmen, &c. in a tenfold 
proportion; ſupported as they are by a Go- 
vernment armed with a great Military Force, 
and many other means of defence unknown 
to our Anceſtors; why ſhould we, I ſay, de- 
ſpair of preſerving our Property, but by 
giving up Liberty, and inveſting Government 
with an, arbitrary and uncontroulable Power? 
Conſidering this alternative with abhotrence, 
1 wiſh to find a courſe more ſafe, and at the 
fame time more conſiſtent with the honeſt pride 
and dignity of a Freeman. That ſafe and 
honourable courſe, I think is only to be found, 
by adhering, invariably to the rules and prin. 
ciples of the Conſtitution, by promoting Peace 
when-it can be obtained with honour, and Re- 
formation when it is ſought on temperate and 
Conſtitational Principles. On this ground I 
feel myſelf ſtrong, and I ſhall not quit it, 
though reviled by hireling writers, and in- 
ſulted by a miſguided Populace. The time 
is not far diſtant, I truſt, when I ſhall be join- 
ed on this ground by many of my former Aſſo- 
ciates, by whom my conduct for ſome years 
has been diſapproved, and perhaps miſunder- 
ſtood ; but if that encouraging event ſhould 
never happen, I can be well content to live 
and die in this retirement, and with Milton, 
pardon the pride of the compariſon, I can 
ſupport my mind with the conſcious fatisfac- 
tion of having laboured honeſtly to ſerve my 
Country, but in a cauſe more juſt and better 
warranted than his. * I am 


* It is well known that Milton — 4 a ſtation of truſt, though 
not the favour of the Uſurper Cro : but he lived to ſee a chaoge 
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I am much obliged to you, my dear Sir, 
for your kind inquiries after. my: children; 

*T | . Truly, 
of times, and to experience the neglect of the reſtored Monarch, 
the frowns of his Court, and the diſtruſt and ill· will of the Nation : 
for not even his Paradiſe Loſt 'could charm to forgiveneſs the 
loyalty of the People, offended by the ſlern uacanquerable — 
cf the, Poet, to his Republican Principles. His wife, weary of ai 
ſpent with him in indigence and obſcurity, expreſſed ber wiſh, that 
he would yield to the t of the times, and merit favour by a 
more accomodating diſpoſition. Milton ſaid, No, he had lived 
an boneſt man, and he would die one.” 

This anſwer, . as it was = ſtri& adherence to hi 
reſolution to the end of his life, in the Editor's judgment, does 
Milton more honour than any thing elſe he ever ſaid or. wrote. 
Fxaſperated by the tyrannical Government of Charles the 
Firſt, aſter the Petition of Right had been aſſented to, and de- 
{pairing, by any regulations to procure-a ſtable ſecurity to hi 
2gainſt the encroachments of Royal — — he might too 
haſtily renounce the Conſtitution, inſtead of attempting to reſtore 
and improve it. | e 61 1 | 

He might be deluded by his admiration of ancient Greece and 
Rome; be might be blinded by his partiality for Cromwell ; 
and poſſibly he might be prejudiced by his contempt for — — 
ſonal character of Charles II. but his integrity was inflexible ; 
his patriotiſm was indefatigable his magnanimous mind felt 
and attained. the ſupereminent dignity of virtue; and in tbe eye 
of reaſon, his mcomparable powers as a Poet form but the ſecond 
praiſe of Milton, | 

It may be truly affirmed, that in the ancient ſtory of 
mankind there is not one Patriot or Sage, Socrates alone 
excepted, whoſe character for diſintereſted integrity, for cou- 
rage, conſtancy and zeal to promote the welfare of his 
ſpecies, will bear a compariſon with that of Milton. In mo- 
. times, Ruſſell, Sidney, and Mote, have attained per- 
haps an equal height of moral excellence. To the firſt and ſecond 
of theſe — to the Cauſe of Conſtitutional Freedom, this 
nation is indebted principally for that proſperity and happineſs 
n, which for above a century it has —_— under a wiſely limited 
an Monarchy, at once ſecuring Order and Rational Liberty. From the 

ſame ſource, and more directly from the example of Britain, and 
(Ce the ſpirit transfuſed from the Mother Country to her Colonies, the 
ay AmericanStates derive the enjoyment of equalorder and liberty under 
er theit Republican Form of Government: and thence alſo, the othet 
0 nations of the world, however variouſly opprefled, may draw the 
Mm hope, the chearing hope, that the day will come when they will en- 

joy ſimilar proſperity and happineſs under Conſtitutions reſembling” 
ug either that of Britain, or that of the United States of America. 
nge Yet to theſe Glorious Patriots, though they ſealed their moo 
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Truly, atid without partiality I may fay 
they are five fine children; the two eldeſt, 
4:3 4 Ae girls; 


with their blood upon the ſcaffold, Milton may jaſtly be compared, 
His zeal was as difiniterefled, his courage od conſtancy were ay 
great as theirs ; his under different, but ſevere ſufferings 
was extended t h longer fpace of life; his perſeverance en- 
dured to the end of it; and, by the various exertions of his pow- 
ers, ly greater benefits have been conferred on mankind 
than by the more fplendid Martyrdom of Kuffell and Sidney. 
Reſpecting the Cauſe of National Freedom, the principles of 


Milton were invariably the fate, whether he fopperted the Pro, 


Horate of C or reſiſted the Reſtoration of Royalty,— 
oppoſed its retum alike in 1657, and 1660 alike in a 
Cromwell and a Stuart, becauſe he ertoneouſly ſuppoſed that 
tho Hereditary Right of a King would ever prove fatal to 
Liberty. He faw n6 2 — 5 no reftraint which could 
ſecure the People againſt the Invaſions of Pretogative, or none 
which the Reſtorers of Monarchy would admit. Under 
the authority uſurped by General Cromwell, he probably had ac- 
gquieſeed, as à temporary meaſure which would lead to ſome rational 
Form of Republican Geverument. And as ſoon as could be hoped, 
hiv views were gratified by the eftabliſhment of the Protectoral 
Conftitttion, by which various means of reftraint on the Protee · 
tor's authority were added to 4 — controuling power of an 
amended Repreſentation. His reaſons for ſupporting the Protec- 
torate thas limited, agreed ſobſtantially with thoſe which af. 
terwards induced him to oppoſe the aſſumption of the Crown by 
Cromwell, and the uent Reſtoration of Charles the Second, 
To the virtuous Lover of Liberty and Order, the new Republican 
Conſtitution of 6633 a fair object of his attachment, 
And certainly, if the deſective origin of that Conſtitution could 
have been overl6oked, if with Milton the nation had agreed to 

ſapport it, and the new Afﬀembly had acknowledged the authori 
by which they had been convened, the multiplied dangers to Li- 
berty, for more than thirty years from Military Tyranny, from 
pular licence and the defpotiſm of two ſucceeding Monarchs, 
would have been avoided : Ruſſell and Sidney would not have pe- 
riſhed on the ſcaffold; and the Revolution would have been an 

unneceſſary enterpriſe, | 

But to the character of Sir Thomas More that of Milton may 
be ftilt more fidly compared. Each of theſe Great Men was a 
Scholar, eminently ſ& ied in the various learning of his age; each 
of them toiled with indefatigable aſſiduity for the welfare of his 
conntry and mankind; the toil of Milton received a recompence 
utterly inadequate to his talents, and it was ſoon withdrawn ; 
More obtained the higheſt honours of his profeſſion ; bur they 
only led him 0 a Each of them was under the influ- 
; ence 
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girls; the three youngeſt, boys. With them 
I am glad to drop the anxious Politician, and 


ride with my boys before me, or teach my 


girls to ſpell with Mrs, Trimmer, or read 
little ſtories, and, of late, hymns with Mrs. 
Barbauld. You would like to ſee it, and your 
_ here to ſee it would alſo give me great 
pleaſure. Au 61 191 03, 2 

Mrs. Wyvill begs her beſt compliments to 


you; and I am ever, | 


My dear Sir, with great regard; 
|  Your's very ſincerely, . - 

f C. WYVILL 
ence of prejudice. and delufion z Milton when he ſupported the 
firſt aſumption of Power by 6 Cromwell, and Mare when 


he ſupported rhe claim of Pa Sypremacy.. But their errors in 
theſe reſpecta diſappear, and are loſt in the crowd of virtues which 
compoſe their character. The bravery of More's to the . 
caprice of a brutal Tyrant, and his ſerenity on the ſcaffold, - 

ed by a chearfulneſs which was even facetious, will command the 
admiration of all men: the long patience of Milton under the 
combined misfortunes of blindach and poverty, and evil tongues 
in evil days, conſidered with the wonderful ſervites he performed 
in that ſtate of depreſſion, command equal admiration ; but with it 
ckim a eie for a what in due to Sis 

. More. 

To the men of ancient times, diſtianguiſhed by the heroiſm of 
their virtue, Swift added the modern, but not leſs. iNuſtrious name 
of More. But to his ſhort lift of Worthies he ought to have 
added that of Milton, who in dignity of mind equated, in uti- 
lity to his fellow men, excelled them all. Equal to them in pro- 
bity, fortitude, and magnanimity, he was ſuperior to them in be- 
nevolence, in Patriotic zeal, and in the long continued and * 
_ efforts of his Genius to promote the true welfare of his 
pecies, , 

Having done this juſtice to the man, who, as @ Poet, is the 
pride and boaſt of his r the Editor hopes that the reference 
to him in this letter will not be miſcopſtrued, and that his mean 
ing will not be woes 7 with arrogance or diſreſpect. To the im- 
menſe ſupetiority of Milton, in every reſpect, but the goodneſs 
of his Cauſe, to his difintereſted Patriotiſm, to his undaun 
fortitude, to his perſevering zeal and integrity, he bows with the 


deepeſt veneration; but yet he dates to that he alſo may 


live and die an honeſt man. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 


From the Rev. Dr. Towzzs to the Rev. 
ont. 
fee. Zu, 


1 TROUBLE you with a few lines, in order 
to return my thanks for your very va- 
luable Collection of Papers, relative to a Re- 
form of Parliament. 

It affords a ſtrong evidence of the full con- 
viction of a very reſpectable part of the Na- 
tion, and of men of great worth, of the neceſ- 
ſity of a Parliamentary Reform, and is an ho- 


nourable memorial of the very meritorious 


part that you have taken in the promotion of 
this important object. 

But there is now no proſpect of any Re- 
form, till events ſhall have rendered it inevi- 
table. For, unfortunately, the men now in- 
veſted with the powers of Government appear 
to be attentive to little elſe but the proſecu- 
tion of the moſt impolitic and deſtructive War 
in which this Country ever was engaged. 

I am, Rev. Sir, 
. Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
JOSEPH TOWERS, *. 


ST. Joun's Sqvuars, 


 CLERKENWELL, No. 26, 


Auguſt 2, 1794- 


® At that time one of the principal Diſſenting Miniſters. in 
London, ag intrepid Friend to Lide berty and Reform, and an able 


Writer on Political ſubjedts, Perſonally the Editor was almoſt 
LETTER 
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©. LETTER XXVIII. 
From the Rev. C. WyviLL to the Rev. Dr. 


 Towsrs, 


Buzron-Hatt, ngeft 25th, 1791. 
Rev. Sir, : C29 


E to ſee my worthy Friend, 
Mr. Slater Milnes, as uſual at this time 
of the year, which is the ſeaſon of ſhooting 
Grouſe, I deferred acknowledging the favour 
of your letter of the ad inſtant, till I have now 
found I no longer have a chance of ſending 
my anſwer. under his cover, and therefore 
chooſe to ſend it without, rather than have 
the appearanc of inattention to a Gentleman 
whom I ſo much reſpect, and of whoſe eſteem 
I have Prey received the moſt obliging 
proofs. 

I am happy to find that you approve the 
Publication of our Yorkſhire Committee's Po- 
litical Papers, and more particularly ſo, that 
my endeavours to promote a Reformation of 
Parliament for the laſt fifteen years, however 
unſucceſsful they may have been, do yet ap- 
pear to you not altogether unſerviceable or 
uſeleſs to the Public. The Philoſopher who 
ſeeks for ſome deep hidden truth, and whoſe 
ſearch proves unavailing, often finds himſelf 
not ill rewarded by ſome unthought of diſco- 
very in the courſe of his purſuit. - And thus 
perhaps it may befall us who are. engaged in 
the purſyit of a Political Reform which we 
neyer may attain, We ſhall at leaſt have the 

comfort 
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comfort to reflect that by thoſe efforts, though 


fruſtrated reſpecting their immediate aim, we 
pro ably may — contributed to the acqui- 
ſition of improvements not included in our 
plan, and to the preſervation of Public Free- 
dom in a better ſtate than could have been 


poſſible, if the demand of Parliamentary Re- 


formation had not been made. But this is 
putting the matter upon the loweſt foot- 

„for which I ſee no neceſſity at preſent. 
For though I lament with you the infatuation 
of our "Rulers, and the violent animoſities 
which their ſtrange miſcondu has excited, 
yet I til} hope there is a ſufficient portion of 
good ſenſe and public ſpirit in this country to 
extricate us from our alarming ſituation, with- 
out the hazards of a Revolution. A little pa- 
tience will do much for us, and time and taxes 
will probably do the reſt. I wiſh you health, 
Sir, not only to ſee better times, but to con- 
tribute to make them fo, and am with great 
reſpect ens 

Your en obliged 1 
: and moſt obedient ereilt 
C. WYVILL. 
— ——— ä — - 
| LETER XXIX. 


_ From WIxIan SmiTHh, Eſq; 10 the Rev. 
O. Wvvitt. ' 


| Sir, | 
AM much concerned at being iſappointed 
1 by yonr abſence from home of the pleaſure 
I had promiſed myſelf in paying my perſonal 
„ to you at Burton; not merely from the 
| opportunity 
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| opportunity it would have. afforded me of 
= cultivating an acquaintance in which I ſhould 
| have been at all times happy, and never 
more ſo than in a criſis like the preſent, 
but alſo to have made my acknowledg- 
ments for the ſatisfaction and inſtruction I have 
received from the peruſal of your publica- 
tions, and. for thoſe copies of them which-I 
owe to your polite attention. Notwithſtands 
ing the dark aſpect of affairs at this moment, 
| am not without hopes, that the efforts which 
have been made in a good cauſe will yet not 
be fruitleſs, and in any event thoſe who have 
laboured in it honeſtly and zealouſly will have 
no ſmall ſatisfaction in reflecting on their hav» 
ing done their, beſt to ayert the ſtorm. * 
I haye the bonour to be, with much reſpect, 
=,” Sir, your very obedient, 
humble ſervant, _ 


WILLIAM SMITH.* 
|  Mn;Purnr's, fo gp an Bm, 
- Friday, 10 Od. 1790 . 


* To Mr. Smith, for his conſent to the publication of this and 
another valuable letter of. his, gi · en with the moſt obliging frank- 
neſs, the Editor qwes his thanks, and he pays them with grateful 
cordiality; ' His ' merit. as an advocate for a radical Reform of 
Parliament on temperate principles, and his ability as a Public | 
Speaker, are but too well known to need the Editor's commenda- 
tion. Suffite it to obſerve that Mr. Smith's firſt political attach- 
ment was to Mr. Pitt, the Friend to Peace and Popular Rights; 
and one of his moſt afeRionate friendſhips was that which has 
ſubiſted withonrt intetfuption, perſonally, to Mr. Wilberforce 
from the earlieſt period of his man Yet when the Great, 
but inconſiſtent Stateſman. plunged bis Country into a War with 
France, and deſerting the Cauſe of Reform, attacked the Rights 
of the People with daring hoſtility, Mr. Smith did not hefitate to 
become the Opponent of the Miniſter, ' and, | as a Public Man, to 
abandon the £60 partial friend who ſtill adhered to him. With 
little change the adage may be well _—_ to this firm and con- 
liſtent Patriot, Amicus Pitt; Amicus Wilberforce, Magis Amica 
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| I AM as much mortified as yourſelf, at my 


you have held even the moſt daring Miniſter 
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abſence from home, when you deſigned 
me the favour of a vifit from Bedale, about 


the end of laſt week. I ſhould have had 


great ſatisfäction in converſing with you and 
my good friend, Mr. Peirſe, on the preſent 


| ſtate of public affairs; and as we have long 


been agreed im probating the preſent ſyſtem 
of our Cabinet, becauſe it is a departure from 
thoſe principles which it had originally pro- 
feſſed, and on which alone the true intereſt of 
the nation can be promoted, it is not improba- 
ble, that from your converſation I might have 


. ſeen reaſon to think, with you, leſs deſpond- 


ingly. of the conſequences and final iſſue of 
the War, connected as they muſt be with 


- . thoſe internal diſcontents, which,, under the 


irritating treatment of Miniſters, have riſen to 
ſach an alarming degree. But if there be a 
chance that the- impending calamity may yet 
be averted, as you ſeem to hope, it will be 
chiefly. owing to the public virtue of ſuch men 
as yourſelf and our friend, and the very ſmall, 
but truly honourable Band with whom you 
have acted. To that Band, though contend- 


lung againſt an immenſe majority in Parliament, 


the nation has looked with inereaſing reſpect; 
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in ſome check, and prevented ſome of thoſe 
violations of Popular Rights which raſh men 
had threatened, and which too probably muſt 
have involved the Country in an immediate 
Civil War. I have endeavoured. to co-ope- 
rate with you, as far as lay in the power of 
ſo very private an individual, but with, little 
effect, indeed, in Yorkſhire, where many of 
my old Aſſociates ſupport the, meaſures off 
Government, unable or unwilling to ſee how 
direct a contradiction thoſe meaſures are to all 
they formerly a ate in the fir ſt and ha PY, 
period- of this Adminiſtration. * That. their 
deluſion has laſted ſo long, for the fake of the 
Public, is much to be regretted ; that it will 
end ſoon, or that Yorkſhire will interfere as 
it did in a ſimilar ſituation of the Country i 
1779, with vigqur and unanimity, I ſee dad 
reaſon ta expect. at leaſt, I fear it will 
not happen till that interferenpe; will be 
too late to prevent great calamity. I cannot; 
conelude this letter without aſſuring you, a 
domoſt ſiacerely, that I put a very high 
value on that eſteem and approbation f 
my conduct which you have ſo obligingly en. 
on _ that I am with great truthan. 
ir, your much obliged, 
1 4 and faithful humble ſervant, . z 0! 
C. Wr. 
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onde wal C. Wrvizi to Tnomas BRAND 
. "Horus, Eſq. 


'DvaTowHars, Feb. 19th, 1794- 
Fan e e 
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1 AM not ſurpriſed to find you write to me 
in a more diſpirited and deſponding ſtile. 
than has been uſual with you. We have ſeen 
bad times before; we have ſeen other Miniſters 
ſupported in the moſt pernicious meaſures by 
great majorities in Parliament, while the People 
were too ſupine/and indifferent to ſupport with 
effect that radical Reform which alone can ſe- 
cure us from the inflnence of the Crown. 
But we never before have ſeen the People, or 
2 great proportlon of the People, adverſe 
o Liberty, countenancing by their verdicts 
= their reſolutions the moſt violent proſe- 
cutions, and apparently ready to ſurrender 
their moſt important privileges. The People, 
however, ſtill love Liberty, though for the 
preſent their fear of Anarchy predominates. 
But never ſhall we ſucceed to obtain any fub- 
ſtantial Reformation in the only way in which 
"IM 
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ir ought to be attempted, viz; by pacific-aid 


legal efforts, unleſs that fear of Anarchy can 
be ſhown to be a groundleſs fear. To ſhow 
that, and to bring over to 'the Cauſe of Li- 
berty and Reform the great multitude of 
worthy men who ſhrink from the very name 
of either one or the other, it ſeems high time 


that the popular party ſhould define their in · 


tentions more particularly than they yet have 
done, for while they reſt in generalities pru- 
dent people will be fearful of joining, and the 
Miniſter will have 3 W n 


them. 


Such papers as thoſe of the London cor- 
reſponding Society go ſo much too far for the 
Country, that they viſibly do much more harm 
than good. I have waited ſome poſts in anxious 
expectation of * a lately announced ad- 
dreſs of your Society: I expect much from it; 
if I do not miſunderſtan your intention, that 
will counteract the bad effects of Citizen Mar- 
tin's Reſolutions ®, and leſſen the alarm of the 
Cauntry, without which it is my firm opinion 
no good can be done. This was the drift of 
my laſt, as of my two preceding Pamphlets, 
What you and ſome other Friends of Reform 
think too accommodating, I fear is thought 
by ſeveral of our old Friends ill- timed and of 
bad, that is, of inflammatory tendency. Con- 


* The Chairman of ohe of the Democratic Meetings in Lon- 
don, who, not long before the date of this . had figned his 
name to a ſet of Reſolutions * were gene 1 to the 


Friends of 2 e In t r aliud 
to, * Ls deſcribed h 6-4 the French ied grad „ Citzzen 1 
0 ed greatly from the Edito 


Chair.” A ri 
near Fn er, Big p 


3 ſider 


* 


( 230 ) | 
der this, my good friend, and do not forget 
that the Country is far behind the Capital in 
zeal as well as in knowledge; and though in 
Yorkfhire and ot her parts of the Country a 
Majority wiſh for Peace and Reform, there 
is ſo much fear of Anarchy and Confuſion, 
that a Meeting of this County could not be 
thought of at preſent by any man of common 
ſenſe; and till ſome evident change in the 
temper of the Public has taken place, I hope it 
will not be attempted. Yet for one Freeholder 
'of Yorkſhire I can anſwer that he is as much 
diſguſted as yourſelf, at the late ſevere proſe- 
cutions, and the high prerogative doctrines of 
Pitt, and his violence for War. I am much 
obliged by your communication of the Ser- 
mon, which I had ſeen ; your copy ſhall be 
circulated. The incloſed letter to Mr. Lind- 
ſey, 1 beg you will ſend or give him. And 
believe me, with great een and many good 
wiſhes, 
Your's ever moſt ſincerely, dd: 
73 | F127 . e 
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My dear Sir, 


3 you for the obli ng communi- 
cation' of Mr. e er amphlet; the 
firſt edition of which I ſee is withdrawn, and 
15 8 % another 
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another ſubſtituted in its place, which is leſa 
liable to the critiviſm/of an Attorney General. 
[ think Mr. Wakefeld's * argument is indliſ- 
putably right: the preſent War appears to 
me, as it does to him, to be à Violation of 
every principle of juſtice and Chriſtian bene- 
volence, aggravated by the groſſeſt hypocriſy, 
which can impoſe on none but men too ſervile 


* Gilbert Wakefield, a ſchojar of great and vations attain: 
ments; a maſtet af Engliſh literature; an abſe<tific/iwthe ala 
ical learning of the Grecks and Romans, and not leſs eminent f. 
his ſkill as zn interpreter of the New. Teſtament Scfiptufes. 
politics, an enthufraſtic friend of Liberty; -in-teligion, an advo- 
cate for the utmoſt freedom of ing and conſequently led, by 
the honeſty and boldneſs of his charaQer, to reject many of the 
doArines'of the Bnghiſh'Charch, and in ſome degree to 
from every(@ther ſett of Chriftiahg. But though in the courſe of 
his ſpeculations on religion this learned man choſe 20 ſtrike intd a 
bye-path of hi own, in ſome ofthis opinions, particularly 
thoſe reſpefting prayer, he may lia te been dHguiiLy in the wrong ; 
yet was he molt fiacere in his profeſſion, as a Chrittiao, and, ſup» 
ported by his faith, he attained that magnani s ſuperiority to 
the low purſuits of the world andithe'vic db life, which, 
when duly tempered by prudence, is Religion's laſt and cbaice 

ift. In politics, his enthufia'm for Liberty may have betray 
fim into ſome indiſcretions. It was, no doubt, 4 gtent indiſcre- 
tion ; it was more, it was an offence aguĩnſt the common 


of his countrymen in the hour of danger from a'threatened inva- 


ſion, publicly 'to'expre(s indifference for the defence'of the Coun- 
try, But this might well have been conſidered rather an expreſ> 
fion of momentary peeviſhneſs, than of „rr alice and diſ- 
affection to the State; and the remiſſion of che puniſhment thus 
incurred hy Mr. Wakefield, in whole or in part, probably would 
have been a more wiſe policy than the aggravation of it, hy ſends 
ing him in an unuſual manner to be confined in the diſtant priſon 
of Dorcheſter. In that gaol, far from his friends, fat from the 
means of caming by his literary labours a ſubſiſtonce for himſelf, 
his wife, and his children, he bore with patience the impriſoge 
ment to which he was ſentenced. After the period of two years 
2 expired, he 2 1 — N. in a 2 time — 4 
ied : partly, perhaps, from the effects of his impriſonment, 
from * Os — of medical aſſiſtauce. "He met bs 
e diſſolution with the fortitude of 'a Chriſtian, and his 
hours were ſoothed by numerous teſtimonies of eſteem and 
regret. A liberal ſubſcription had already placed his family 
above indigence. 
F 4 or 
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or too partial to think freely for themſelves, 
J wiſh, however, that Mr. Wakefield had not 
publiſhed that note in his new edition, in 
which he intimates that Republicaniſm muſt 
be the conſequence of a Reform of Parliament. 
It is the very doctrine which Arthur Voung 
inculcates, and which Pitt and his Followers 
find to be their ſtrongeſt argument againſt 
Reformation. I think a Reform conducted 
on the principles on which alone I have ever 
contended for it, viz. a Reform temperate in 
its object, and conſtitutional in its mode of 
accompliſhment, is the moſt likely way to 
prevent confuſion, and of courle to preſerve 
our Conſtitution in all its parts. But what 
may be the conſequence of a havghty rejec- 
tion of all pacific and moderate overtures, it 
is eaſy to ſee; and, in that caſe, I fear Re- 
form and Revolution may. indeed be ſyno- 
nimous. | » fl = | 
I ſhould be happy to hear your Society 
gains ſtrength; but I own I cannot entirely 
agree with you in thinking ſpecific plans 
ſhould be avoided at preſent. Now is the very 
time when a ſpecific plan, on moderate prin- 
ciples, ſeems to be abſolutely neceſfiry ;/and 
the want of it is what principally enables the 
Miniſter to diſcredit the Society, by repre- 
ſenting your intentions to be hoſtile to the 
Conſtitution, and tending to throw the Coun- 
try into confuſion, 1 10 | 
I am ever, my Dear Sir, with great regard, 
Very ſincerely your's, aste 
„ e., en. 
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| From the Rev: C. WrvIII 1 Tou 
1—5 „Dane HOLLIS, Efq. * © 


'Buxron-Hauty March 2 1794; 


- Wy Pers Werne 


1 AM much obliged foo: — — of the 
propoſed Reſolution and plan of Reforma- 
tion, with the minutes of the laſt /Meering 
of your Society, under ſeparate covers of 
Mr. F rancisg which, though directed to York, 
reached me here without delay. Vou tell me 
it is the wiſh of Mr. Francis that I would con- 
ſider that plan, and communicate my opini- 
on. Lam unwilling wholly to decline com- 
plying with the requeſt of a Gentleman to 
whom the Cauſe of Reformation is ſo greatly 
indebted; yet I feel that with my ſentiments 
on the general ſubje&' of Reform, which 
have been lately ſubmitted to the Publie, to 

enter into a comprehenſive diſcuſſion of that 
plan, to ſtate my objections to the adoption of 
it, and to fupport the objections by offering 
the various reaſons which might be adduced, 
would be an embarraſſing and unpleaſant 


. 


_ taſk, 1, I will only ſtate my general opinion, 


therefor without entering upon a particular 
examination of the various'ithportant queſtions 
which are involved in the plan propoſed. 
It appears to me that the changes pro- 
poſed are all of them 1 improvements, ſome of 
them highly beneficial improvements of the 
Conſtitution. I am ready to acknowledge 


__ in ſeveral relpedts they preſent a ſyſtem 
of 
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of Reform ſuperior to any which has been 
propoſed. I alſo think the reaſoning in moſt 
parts of the piece extremely ſtrong, and par- 
ticularly that the arguments againſt Univerſal 
Suffrage are equally forcible and prudent. 
There is but one cireumftance wanting to 
induce me to give my entire approbation to 
the various meafures propoſed; and. that is, 
there being ſome reaſonable probability that 
theſe improvements can be carried in the 
way we all wiſh, viz. by pacific. means, and 
throvgh the intervention of Parliament. It 
1s true the meaſures ſuggeſted are free from 
thoſe objections which render the principle 
of Perſonal Repreſentation inadmiſſible in any 
plan profeſſedly pacific. But ſtill, in my opi- 
nion, this is too extenſive a plan in the pre- 
ſent Rate of the Country to be carried by 
peaceful efforts; it cannot conciliate powerful 
men, becauſe it would annihilate their power 
in the Boroughs, without ſecuring to them a 
compenſation, and it would neither ſatisfy the 
more eager Reformers in London, Sheffield, 
& c. nor would it be poſſible, I fear, to unite 
the great body of the Vorkſhire Aſſociation 

on that ground. When I publiſhed the letter 
to Mr. Pitt, I ſtated very briefly, and in very 
general terms, the enlarged principles of Re- 
form which I wiſhed to ſee adopted by the 
New. Aſſociations, becauſe, to thoſe principles 
I thought the concurrenge of my old Aſſo- 
ciates in Yorkſhire might be obtained. What 
was only hinted at in that publication, has 
been fully explained in a ſubſequent paper; 
and, as far as I have been informed of the 


ſentiments 


to impute any ſiniſter motives to thoſe'who 
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ſentiments bf Yorkſhire Gentlemen, I think 
they would agree that their former propuſi - 
tions ſhould receive the extenſion I haue pro- 
But I am much afraid, if the Friends 
of the Peonle adopt the propoſitions in queſ- 


tion, it will be impoſſible to obtain the con- 
currence of this great County. And I with 
it to he confidered whether the difference is 
not greater in appearance than it would be 
in effect between Mr. Francis's 2 
and thoſe which I have ſuggeſted as 

ground of general Union; with thoſe —— 
tions alone, that the principle of compenſation 
held out in the latter propoſal, would tend to 
diminiſh the oppoſition of the Great, and 
alſo of the total Inhabitants. of the Bo- 
roughs; and the whole being but an ex- 
tenſion of the plan _— 5 by 
Mr. Pitt, and iutr 
ples, it would be — — to him 


might petition on this ground, or to juſtify 
his owh conduct in oppoſing now what he 
formerly propoſed, as the means of ſalvation 
to the Conſtitution. If 1 ſaw the People ftre- 


nuous for Reform, I ſhould not lay any ſtreſs 


on the laſt of theſe conſiderations: I certainly 
ſhould 'think'it leſs inexpedlent that any new 
propofitions ſhould be adopted beyond the line 
drawn, 'or the general principles agreed to 
by former Aſſociations, provided thoſe new 
propoſitions had no tendency to alter the na- 
ture of the ſtruggle, to introduce confuſion, 
and to hazard what we poſfeſs, and what we 


might eaſily obtain, by aiming at a little 2 
mu 
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much. But it is plain the People are far from 
being very eager or very unanimous on the 
ſubject. The Aſſociations for Reform are 
perhaps more numerous than they formerly 
were, but Counter - Aſſociations have been 
formed in ſtill greater numbers; the Peerage 
is almoſt wholly adverſe, and the Miniſter 
ſeems reſolved to perſevere, at any riſque, in 
ſupporting, the ſyſtem of Foreign War and 
Internal Corruption. For theſe reaſons, I 
earneſtly wiſh that the Society of Friends of 
the People might be induced not to advance 
fo much beyond the ground formerly occu- 
pied by Yorkſhire, &c. as to hazard the, loſing 
of that concurrence on the part of that nu+ 
merous Body, which, by a little ſkilful ma- 
nagement, may be ſecured, I think, on terms 
of nearly equal advantage to the Public. It 
is time that the Society ſhould define their in- 
tention more ſpecifically than they yet have 
defined it. But in coming to that definition, 
it ſeems adviſable that they ſhould not only 
confider the various difficulties ariſing from 
the deluſion. of the times, but alſo, attend to 
what has formerly been done by conſiderable 
Diſtricts in favour of Reformation, who cannot 
be expected wholly. to abandon their ground, 
but probably may be induced to occupy ſuch 
new ground as may be contiguous to it, ang 
on which the united ſtrength of all moderate 
Reformers could hardly fail to ſucceed. I 
hope what I have here ventured to ſay, in the 
' fincerity of my, zeal in the Common Caule, 
will not be miſconſtrued by the Society; that 
it n not be thought to proceed from an 
| unconciliating, 
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unconciliating, ns Pl ape temper, or an 


obſtinate and unreaſonable attachment to an 
inferior plan, but ſolely from my coùvictioh 
that the co-operation af /Y ofkſhire and other 
conſiderable Diſtricts cannot be hoped for, if 
the Society adopt the plan in queſtion. 

If the opinion 1 have ſtated fhould- have 
weight with the Society, I'Thould de very 
happy to communicate what vecurs to me as 
the moſt convenient mode of obtaining that 
concurrence Which I think H eſſential to fue 
ceſs *. In the mean- time, I cannot omit to 
declare my opinion (thotigh L am ſorry it is. 
adverſe to your's) that it was wiſely done to 
poſtpone petitioning Parliament in this Seſſion. 
If the terms of general union can be agreed 
on now, next winter the uhited . ny: 
move forward with effect. 145 

I ſee by the minutes, Univerſal Suffrage is 
to be propoſed to the Society ar its next Meets! 
ing. That principle, I hope, will be poſitively: 
laid aſide, as a: principle on which general 
union with the Counties will be impracticable. 

I am, my dear Sir, with great regard, 


Your's ever, 
C. WVVILI. 


* A Paper, containing Reſolutions to this effect, was afterwards 
ſubmitted by che Editor, r Francis, to the Friends | 
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LETTER W. 


From By Brann Hort 1s, Eſq; to the Rev 
* WrVII. ar 


RECEIVED 30 copies of your State of the 
Repreſentation, and have taken the liberty 
to diſperſe them to particular Members of the 
Society, rather than to throw them on the 
table, having obſerved that by doing ſo, ma- 
ny go without who deſerve them moſt. Mr. 
F. has alſo ſeen your letters, and is much 
pleaſed with them, and yy you perfectly. 
agree. 
He made a Sun of an hour and ten mi- 
nutes, very ſenſible, eloquent. and manly; 
though I could not a with him in many 
points, I can but admire his talents and abi- 
lies; he ſeems equal to whatever he under- 
takes. His plan Tocmnk full of: goad matter, 
though not without objections, and capital 
ones, but may be of ſervice in-parts, and will 
be conſidered by a n with your's 
and others. | 

The previous queſtion was carried by a. 
great majority on the queſtion of Uniyerſal 
Suffrage. 

What think you of eſtimating: the va- 
lue of the Right of Election, and mak- 
ing returns. by the balance demanded of 
the Public, which would greatly lefſen the 

nce of redemption to the Public, accord- 
ing to Mr. F. for it is to be doubted much if 
the P _ will ever ſubmit to _ reimburſe- 


ments. 
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ments *. The Corr Society ſent a 
long letter to the Friends of the, Feople, de- 
ſiring them to ſend Delegates to meet in Con- 
vention, to conſider of Reform of Parliament. 
A Committee is to return an anſwer; but we 
judge it very imprudent and improper to uſt 
the term Convention, We all wiſh and deſire 
peace and harmony, knowing that riot and 
confuſion will ruin the beſt ee 1 
and prevent any Reform. 

I am, with great reſpect, 

1 
Moſt 1 A | 

T. BRAND HOLLIS. 
7th April, 1794+ 


„ By Aly A LA Fo 41 $455 
which in the judgment of Parliament to remain annexed to 
— yo for — — ooeatr}. the Monareh and the 

amily with due magnificence ſplendour, a ſam ſuf- 
any og pp ſe might eaſily be raiſed. And the ſame 
— would affo N 5 — the abuſes 
eomplained of, amicably, in the way of compenſation, 
—— addition to the burthens af the Public, would be hig 
beneficial in another view : It would into the moſt i ved 
culityation, a great extent of lands at vnde, ot ill culti. 
rated, and thus increaſe the wealth and population of the 
dom. The peril to which Great Britain and Ireland ate 
from the o_ 12 of Ftanee, is truly formi 

t 


And ſince their vation renders a fimilar increaſe of power 
impoſlible by the conqueſt of — ous territory, it is Ge to to be 
the more- indiſpenſably 


r national ſtre nd . cultivating the whole extent 


e ſtate of per 
fection. | 
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From T. Brany Hors, Eſq; to the Rev. 
© 2 9 WrVIIx. : Riggs : 
r tid 1 rates; mn 


J= nor that the. raiſing of pes by 
ſu bſcript ion was not approved of... 

cenſure of Nnifters! How, could 50 magie 
ſo vain a thing, or that ſo unppſite an attempt 
would meet with ſucceſs in theſe times? lt 
is not a ſmall matter, however, to have car- 
ried your firſt propoſal. But is net raiſing 


ſupplies by, a County Rate unuſual, burthen- 


ſome, and ubequal, and ſupplying Government 
with a new method of taxation? 

The letter you refer to is with Mr. F. who 
fays he will make uſe of it, and has quoted it 


to-the Society. But will you permit me to 


ſay, that ſome think you do not comply enough 
with thoſe ho differ from you, ahd the ines 
expect more than ſome time paſt. wn 

It is alleged that Univerſal Suffrage wut 


increaſe the power of the Ariſtocracy. Why 


then ſo averſe to admit it? It ſeems as if Uni- 
verſal Suffrage would unite the conteſt be- 
tween Perſonality and Property. But there 
ſeems to be an inconſiſteney to object to an 
increaſe of power, and yet at the ſame time 
to dread the loſs of it by what is faid to in- 


ereaſe it; for ſurely it cannot operate both 


ways. 'A moderate plan is defirable, but 
fear 


To aſſert that Perſonal R tation; at the 1 time, and 


in the ſame citcumſtances, would tend to increaſe the power of 
the Ariftocracy, and to deſtroy it, would be to aſſert a manifeſt 


contradiftion, The — of — Reformer to Ugiverſal 
Suffrage, 


RS BP aeoomn@a kk . SE oe 
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fear the ſimplicity and purity of our forefa- 
thers are at a great diſtance, and while a feat 
can be purchaſed by money, the price and 
value will be calculated like any other mer- 
chandize; but all this es the neceſſity of 
Reform 

Iincloſe you a Paper; "the reſolutions pafſed 
unanimouſly, and an Addrefs, and ſome reſo- 
lutions which will be in all the Papers were 
referred to a Committee to conſider Mr. Fs 
Plan, &c. which will hot be paſſed over — a 
hurry; probably not 1. * next winzer.— 
ever, to not expe mach. The pe by 
mult feel as her fo think; it is well if they 
meditate in time to prevent confuſion and diſ- 
order, the moſt to be dreaded, by t 6 who 


wiſh well to this — — in e py 


Suffrage, ne 13 Jul naled b) = 
{ng ve 2 3 VE 


cen Fat 


and proll of 
witly 2 1. they ac 
the nay be ty quiet, or the teveiſe. In quiet the indigent; 


ignorant, and unprinc r 
great addition to the liſt of venal Voters, Elections would be 


orrupt than ever, and the — — the 2 
5 be increaſed. In other in circomſtances of 
« s en 2 _— prob * 
— Populace, exaſperated Aw 
penis of 
— 


" with 
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ak you moſt Gneerely, though we may think 
to obtain by different means-the ſame purpole, 
Ln you health and happiness, 
* am, with great eſteem and 
Dear Sir, molt ſincerely yours, 04 
9 Wh BRAND HOLLIS, 


HESTERFLELDY GTERET, 
Priday, 11 + April, 1794- 
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unt. 1. *. 
My Dear sir, pda A 1250 


1 HAVE been anxiouſly waiting fr ſome 
time for the reſult of your Society“ 
deliberations on the propriety of defining 
their views more diſtinctly than had yet been 
done. But nothing has appeared in the pa- 
pers firice this . intention was publicly 
announced, nor has any private oommunica 
tion relieved me from my fufpenſe, Though 
not a Member of your Soclety, I may be 
elaſſed among, its zealous fupporters, having 
ever approved their attempt, and the princi- 
ples on which it was made, fo far as the So. 
ciety have hitherto explained them ; and hav- 
ing declined being a Member from no other 
motives than my inability to attend, and my 
belief that I-could with more effect promote 
the cauſe of Reformation, in Yorkſhire at 
rn re 


ciety 


/ 


. / WT, 


fas you that, as' 
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ciety elſewhere. I eonfider your Society of 
ſo much importance, that on their peri- 


verance; and, at preſent, on their prudencei th 


adopt ſome ſpecific meaſure of Reform hich 
may at once be moderate and eſſedtbel, the 
ſucceſs of thoſe vo with to improve the Con: 
ſtitution by pacific means chief, 

| ſhould be much obliged to you, therefore, 
for ſuch intelligence} as you may properly 
communicate, if nothing has been decided by 
the Society and ordered for publication. 
With reſpect to n the 
Repreſentation, I ee n to al- 


u by a 91 ſeg 
friend at Leeds, it h 


to bring many hack —— e 188 


to the more moderate terms therein CGR. 
rticularty at Leeds ànd its neighbo 
La alſo ng from Norte 4. 
Durham, that the grbund I ha trabed od, 
for Reform is as extenſve #3 the prinoi 
Friends for Reform there with * bur thus 18 
not to be underſtood a comprehending! Mr. 
Grey and Mr. Lambton, of bol ſentiments 
you probably know more than I do, but only 
the Country Gentlemen in thoſe Confities, 
hope, however, the Gentlemen I have juſt 
named ſee the neceſſity of being as 
as poſſible. I have only two würds more to 
add, and they reſpect you and myſelf. I Know 
you deteſt the — on Which our Go- 
vernment is now conducted. I derek them as 
much, I deſpiſe the arts and abhor-the 
now employed to intimidate the Friends 
Reform, and ſubvert the principles of the 
Wy” Conſtitution, 


— — — 


( 244) 
Conſtitution. But to reſiſt Miniſters with 
effect, we muſt be more than ever guarded, 
This was the true and only reaſon why, not- 

withſtanding what you ſaid about Mr. — 
I thought it abſolutely neceſſary to ſay what 
I did to manifeſt my diſſent from the ſpirir of 


his political writings. 


inn rd, : 
Cordi 2 your's, 


4.5 MJ 4» 
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_ the Rey. C! Wrvirz to SAMUEL sort 


| of enger Hlur, 4400 70. 179% 
| Dear h. v N le th 

HAVE lately ſeen the plan of Reformation 

which was laid upon the table of your $0- 
ciety; and having been deſired by Mr. Fran- 
eis, through Mr. B. Hollis, to give my opini . 
on upon it, I have done fo pretty largely, and 
I much wiſh to find to the ſatisfaction of Mr. 
B. H. Mr. Francis, and the Society; my ob: 
jection to it is, that Ido not think that it 


h would be ground on which it would be eaſy 


to effect a junction between Yorkſhire and 
the + bag therefore, though if the whole 
Repreſentation were to be new modelled, and 
that of England divided into 513 equal Diſ- 
tricts, in each of which decent Houſeholders 
ſhould vote for one Member, I think it would 


be n to the old forms in which the 
Diſtricts 
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Districts are unequally divided, and two or 
more Members would be elected by the ſame 
effective body, on Mr. Pitt's plan, improved 
in the manner I have Pebpocsl, yet I do not 
think the ſuperiority of advantage compen- 
ſates for the increaſed danger of a miſcarriage 
on that ground. In practice, I conceive little 
difference would be found; but a total change 
in the external form, or ſtructure of bur Re- 
preſentation would alarm many, as a plan not 
poſlible to be effected by peaceful means, arid 
would be To great a deviation from what this 
County formerly adopted, that I f6e no pro- 
bability of its ever agreeing to it. Whereas 
what I have propoſed, differs in ſo ſmall a de- 
ee from what we formerly approved, andl 
r. Pitt eſpouſed, that it is highly probable, 
at a convenient ſeaſbn, it would be eaſily car- 
ried at a County Meeting, and when laid be- 
fore Parliament, it would be a plan to which 
Mr. Pitt would find it very difficult and very 
unbecoming for him to object. I have not 
heard from Mr. B.“ Hollis; but as you will 
ſoon be in Pown;F' hope you will be able to 
iaform mie what is thought of my jetter, and 
perhaps to promote the junction which I have 
in view, without which your Society, 1 222 

has little chance to do any good. 

Lam ever, , 
5 5 tf 4 My dear Sis! | 4 06. 44] ar 
Ti 6+ ie ( Cordially s, 152. 

Dee, m n e 
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nn tien XI oye mr *. 1794 
8 | My Dear * e 


FAVING a an of ava e of ending a few 
lines by Dr. Blackburae, I ſeize. it to 
0 acknowledge your letter of the 7th of April 
lait, and to thank you for it. I have delayed 
to reply to it ſo — in hopes of ſending 
— N N anſwer to the queſtions 
e diſpoſition, of the So- 
qiery of "oe End of the People towards the 
amendm geſted in the 0 of 
2 whie Mir. " rancis ſubmitted ta their 
conſideration. I am ſorry it, is not even now 
in my power £0 ſend yon more deciſwe in- 
formation on that ſuhject ; but from the late- 
neſs of our com to g, have only, been 
at three of the Meetings, which 
the Kor that haye been held hoc | came an 
rth,, the laſt. being the e 
the. ſeaſon, and r from Ah to to 
3 Public you would. ke in the, Papers, 1 
underſtand your letter, had been read in the 
Society, but had not been fermallr noticed 
there till the laſt Meeting, when it was, with 
ſeveral others, referred to the Committee, 
along with Mr. Francis's plan, and the reſult 
of their deliberation upon all the Papers will 
be ſubmitted to the Society when they mect 
| in the winter. Nou will perceive by 


this account, that nothing has yet been done 
in 


+ 
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in the Society ſo far as to decide upon the 
plan, or the amendment propoſed, nor will 
any thing now be determined concerning eh 
ther till the Meeting: commence after the 
uſual ſummer's receſs. .' This, however, 1 
imagine you wilt have already been informed 
of by Mr. Francis. Indeed, from the ſtrange 
ſpirit of the times, there ſeems to be nothing 
loit by ſuch an adjournment of the conſiderg- 
tion: for the queſtion between yo and Mr. 
Francis is only one of expediency, whether 
your alteration or his original plan would be 
moſt acceptable in Parliament, and to the 
People in general; whereas from the deluſiqn 
which has ſpread: over the Country, there 
ſeems to be ſuch an indiſpoſition to all Reform, 
that whether any particular. mode would 
prove à little more or leſs acceptable to the 


cool judgment of the People, appears a mar- 


ter of little moment, ſo ſong as the preſent 

temper of the public mind continues. But it 
is certainly highly proper, duly to weigh this 
and every other rational ſcheme, that when- 
ever a favourable diſpoſition for an effectual 


Reform in the Repoeſentation af the People 


ſhall re· ammate the public mind, the friends 
of that moſt neceſſary meaſure for the preſer- 
vation of our Cohiftitutional Government may 
be prepared, not only with a really good plan, 
but one that may be ſo generally acceptable 
25 to ſtand the beſt chance of meeting with 
ſuch ſupport as will malce it ſueceſsful. 

It was worthy of yourſelf to determine to 


attend the {ſecond Meeting in the North- 
Riding, which 1 heard of from our friend 


Q4 Mr. 


” 


Theſe are certainly to be reprobated, though 
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Mr. Lindfey, and I truſt; that nothing per- 
forally diſagreeable occurred to you, though 
Jam ſorry to learn the party oppoſite to your 
fentiments prevailed» in carrying the propoſi- 

You) for a Subſoription. 
© You will undoubtedly ſee the Homes of 
* Secret Committee. I have not yet had 
time to peruſe throughout and with much 
attention the ſecond voluminous one, which, 
from what 1 have ſeen, is calculated to keep 


up and ſpread the alarms ſo induſtriouſly pro- 


pagated, but appeats to fail in proving what 
it ſo confidently profeſſes to do. that there 
has been long a formed ſettled ſcheme to 
overturn ecm en- of 
oils Country Tho 
Some imprudences md — in 
per eonduct in ſome Individuals or Societies 
appear to be all that can fairly be made out. 


they do not prove any deſign unfavourable to 
the real ſprrit of the Conſtitution, for having 
Beer occaſion to the adverſaries of Reform, 
and to thoſe who, for reaſons beſt known to 
themſelves, have ceaſed to be friends to it, to 
calumniate and oppoſe even the moſt judicious 


and beneficial attempts at Reformation. 


We are well here; my ſon and daughter, 

and their tWo children, are now with us. All 

unite in beſt wiſhes and remembrances to 

'yourſelf, Mrs. Wyvill, and the young , 
"ap e eee 

. eee Moſt cordialy/yous's, 

e 0433-1806 043 051 "Df! SAM. SHORE. 
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difſiculties ſtated in 2780 by Sir George Savile, 
Fe 2 12 Lord 
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From the, Ree? 2 Wii „ Putkir 
Fans RI M. Pf. 
R. WVVILL preſents his compligiphts 
to Mr. Francis, and requeſts that, io 
ſtead of the baſty draught of reſolutions which 
was left with him en-the-29th of November 
laſt, the incloſed copy, which has received two 
material; corrections; may be conſidered as 
the paper which Mr. Wyvill wiſhes to be, 
ſubmitted through Mr. Francis te the F bend. 
of the People | 
Their ccerettion reletzeo the bestes 
of Copyholders to the Right of Suffrage, 
which, when ſuggeſted by Mr. Pitt in the 
year 1785, 48 4 part of his iatended Plan of 
Reform, was received with general approba- 
tion. In fact, there is little difference between 
the Freeholders and a Copy holder of the ſame 


amount; their property, their habits, and their 


intereſts are nearly the ſame, and therefore the 
addition of Copyholders to the Liſt of Voters 
would be a right meaſure,” It would alſo be 


a convenient meaſure, becauſe the Land-Tax 


Liſts would then be tufficiently; accurate re- 
gilters for Voters of landed property. It 


would be prudent too, in as many reſpects as 
poſſible, to preſerve an identity or very near 


reſemblance between the propoſitions of Mr. 
Pitt in 1783, and thoſe which in 1795 may 


be brought forward by. the Friends: of the 
People. 
The 2 correiivn — to certain 


(623600 

Lord John 'Cavendifh, and dther excellent 
perſons, when the Vorkſhire Committee pro- 
poſed the repeal of the Septennial Act, as the 
laſt article of their Aſſociation. It was then 
objected that more frequent Elections, under 
all their preſent abuſes, would completely de- 
ftroy the morals of the people, would ruin the 
independent families by more frequent con- 
teſts with the Treaſury, and thus prove à 
curſe inſtead of a bleſſing to the Country. 
Theſe, it muſt be owned, are grave and 
weighty objections, whieb, if not obviated by 
ſome ſuch clauſe as that propoſed at the ninth 
article of the firſt reſolution, would probably 
be urged afreſh on any future attempt to 
ſhorten the Duration of Parliaments, / and 
would be found greatly to impede that general 
union in ſupport of Political Reformation, 
without whieh the Boeiety cannot reaſonably 
hope for ſacceſs, _- D100 ; 
Mr. Wyrvill is aware that a plan founded 
on the grounds ſuggeſted in the incloſed Pa- 
per muſt fall far ſhort indeed of theoretical 
perfection. But Univerſal Suffrage, as a prin- 
ciple of Reform, in the preſent fate of the 
Country, ſeems to be neither attainable by 
any peaceful efforts, nor defirable; if it were 
poſſible to be attained. It is a principle fo 
odious to the Great Body of men of Property 
and Power, that no Reform is Rkely de ef- 
fected while any ſuſpicion remains that the 
real intention of the popular party is to con- 
duct the buſineſs of Reformation to that ex- 
tent. | Hinges we bbs 


An unexceptionable principle has been 21 * 


10 e 
ed by Mr, Francis, whoſe plan, conſidered in 
a ſpeculative view, confined to England only, 
ſeems to approach as nearly to a perfect ſyſtem 
of Repreſentation as the circumſtances of che 
Country would render adviſeable. , 
If from the zeal and unanimity of the na- 
tion, the only queſtion to be conſidered were 
what plan of Reform is the beſt and moſt ad- 
N which can be eſtabliſhed, Mr. 
Wyvill readily owns the plan of Mr. Francis 
ought to be preferre t. - 
ut, another material queſtion ſhould be 
well exatnined, namely, by what means are 
the changes propoſed likely to be effected, or 
what proſpect is there, that a ſufficiently re- 
ſpectable Body of Petitioners can be united, to 
influence Parliament in the ordinary way of 
application to yield their unwilling conſent. 
Confdering the plan of Mr. Francis in this 
view, he fears that the very circumſtances 
which are its praiſe in ſpeculation, form in 
practice an inſuperable objection to it. It is 
2 plan of great ſimplicity, but it is a plan 
of great extent; it alters almoſt every 
thing in our Repreſeutative ſyſtem, and affects 
the preſent ſtate of every community in the 
Kingdom. In all probability, therefore, the 
Counties and great Corporations in England 
would appoſe it, as offenſive to their local 
prejudices, and injurious: to their long-eſta- 
bliſhed privileges ;. the Boroughs would op- 
Poſe it, as an arbitrary disfranchiſement, wich- 
out conyiction or compenſation; and Parlia- 
ment would gladly avail itſelf of theſe objec- 
tions, and would reject the propoſal probably 
| not 
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not without the applauſe of a great part of the 
Public, as being a deſtiutive 40 which 
which would leave not one ſſone of the fabric 
of Repreſentation ſtanding on another, , 

At this moment, true policy ſeems to re- 
quire that the body of men, who, by theit 
rank, fortune, and talents, are beſt inti- 
tled to lead the Popular Party, ſhould avoid 
theſe various difficulties with the utmoſt cau- 
tion, and ſhould endeavour to unite the 
Friends of Reformation in every part of the 
Kingdom by more diſtinctly defiuing their 
views, and tracing, the outline of a plan here- 
after to be ſubmitted to Parliament, which 
may be extenſive enough to ſatisfy every rea- 
ſonable Member of the more eager Societies, 
yet ſufficiently limited to encourage the Coun- 
ties, &c. to ſupport the meaſure. 

If it be expedient that only fuch princi- 
ples of Reform be adopted as may pine 
gain the Counties and great Corporations, an 
diminiſh: the oppoſition of the inferior Bo- 
roughs, it ſurely would be an additional re- 
commendation, if the meaſures propoſed 
would 'difarm the Miniſter and his Friends, 
and either prevent their oppoſition, or deſtroy 
their credit with the' Public, if they ſhould 
poſe. And if with a'great probability of 
ſucceſs, in a regular and fafe way, the med- 
fures propoſed ſhould unite an extenſtve im- 
provement of the Conſtitution, by which the 
condition of the People would be much me- 
liorated, and every future melioration of it 
would be facilitated, it would appear pru- 


(233) 
dent, in every reſpect, to adopt ſuch grounds 
of pophlar union . 
With 'theſe views the ineloſed Paper was 
drawn up; and it is now communicated, 
through Mr. Franeis, with great reſpect and 
deferenee to the Society, the Friends of the 


People. * N12 
TT „ l l bag 
BuzTon-Hais, Dec. 20th, 1794. 
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From the Rev. C. WVVIIL O TnouAs BRAND 
| eee ee Nee, e 

N Byzrox-Hauu, Die: 26th, 1794+ . 
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"My Dewitt” til torn irene 
A ROUGH draught of Reſolutions was left 
1 with Mr. Francis, on the 29th of Nov. 
On my return home, I found ſome corrections 
neceſſary, reſpecting Copyholders, and the 
clauſe in manuſcript at the beginning of the 
gth Article in the printed ſheat, which is ma- 
terial in order to obviate objections: as I think 
if theſe Reſolutions were adopted by the So- 
„nne ciety, 


* In November, 1994, the Editor in obedience to a legal ſum- 
mons, attended the ſtate Trials, as a witneſs in behalf of John 
Horne Tooke, Eſq; and others. During his ſtay in London on 
this — —— — 8 converſe or Mr. — 
repeatedly, on the proſpects, and probable plan of tbe Friends 
the People. Ia conſequence of what paſſed in theſe interviews, the 
Editor drew a ſketch of meaſures, which he wiſhed ro recommend 
to the Society, in the form of Reſolutions, and this Paper, dated 
Nov. 29th, 1 794 was then left with Mr, Francis, to'be ſubmitted 
by him to the Society. Afterwards, on the Editor's return into 
the North, this Paper was enlarged by the addition of two dlauſes, 
and a freſh copy was ſent, with theſe correQions, co Mr. Francis. 
This co with the-additional clauſes, printed in Ita- 


lics, may be found among the Preliminary Papers in this Volume, 


| 
| 
1 
5 | 


adopted in London dy the more gag 


e 
ciety, they might. be, propoſed at. Connty 


Meetings in Yorkſhire, Durham, Northums 


berland, as ſoon as ſuch Meetings can be call- 
ed with prudence; and they probably would 
be approved. And then, the meaſures, thus 
ſupported, by good management on the part 
of your leading Society, would probably be 
er Re- 
formers, and alfo, in Sheffield, &c.  When- 
ever a Union of this kind can de effected, then, 


and not before, will our legal and pacific plan 
of Reform, ſtand ſome chance of ſucceſs, and 
put on the appearance of of feaſibility,”  * 


I hope this win find my good friend in 
health and ſpirits, as I am at this moment, 
notwithſtanding the great ſeverity, ofa Nor-. 

thern Winter, which I now on 2532040): 
| , 1 "mn," dear Sir, 


Eb dont, oct n. 


LETTER xt. 


From Caper Lorrr, Eſq; to ne 

C. WrVIII. 
Dear Sir, 2 75 
WRITE in ſome haſte, » to a your 
obliging letter, thavghd £3 I cannot anſwer it 
as I could wiſh. 

Any meaſure of Conftimtional Reform in 
the Repreſentation which could have any ſa- 
Jutary efficacy, I could vi always glad apd de- 
firous to promote; and I am ſtruck with the 


liberality, with which *. and your friends 


meet 


— a Hm© — 


| (ay) ; 
meet us on the point of ſhortening the 
Duration of Parliament. 

But IIſeer nothing will be done, till, for 
want of ſomething done both with regard to 
Reform and Peace, the time comes when too 
probably nothing can de well done, but all 
will be hurry, violence, and confuſion. 
Tou will have been one of thoſe Friends of 
Peace, Order, and the Conſtitution, moſt fire- 
auous in endeavouring with invincible perſe- 
verance to avert this dreadful criſiss. 

Certainly the -purchaſe., by appropriatin 
part of the Crown Lands to the abolition 
this abuſed franchiſe, would be one of the 
moſt popular a&s a King could do, or a Mini- 
ſter, anxious for the hangur and intereſts of the 
Crown, could adviſe z but I ſee no probability 
of its moving from that quarter; and un- 
leſs it ſhould, you, I believe, will agree with 
me, that unſuperable obſtacles appear to 
threaten, it, if it moves from any other at this 
time. bm Fs | 

With compliments of the ſeaſon, and wiſhes 
to you of many happy returns of it, and that 
we may yet, if our lives are continued, ſee, 
if poſſible, the threatening ſtorm averted, 
which hangs over our Country. 

- 1 remain, with true eſteem, f 
Dear Sir, your obliged friend, 
CAPEL LOFF T. 
30th Dec. 1794. 


LETTER 
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From PearLre PrRAwCTS, Eſq; “ tothe Rev. 
LIL. BL T3CTD C. Wyviir. OP] J ' 
„ Ce DON S314 Leis rente 
i ne 
Sir, 1 „n * a s 
Y yeſterday's poſt from London received 
DOD the fayour of your letter of the'2oth, 
 Inclofing fome printed copies of reſolutions 
to be ſubmitted to the conſideration of our 
Society, which T ſhall not fail to do the firſt 
opportunity. What plan we are likely to 
purſue, or whether we ſhall proceed at all in 


15 


a buſineſs, which at Fen fee ms to me per- 
fectly hopelefs, are queſtions I am not at all 
able to reſolve. Tam afraid that the Body of 
the Nation muſt be conyinced of the neceſſity 
of a Reform'by ſomething more coercive than 
argument, before they will ever be'brought to 
unite, or, if united, to act in ſupport of either 
your plan or mine, or any other that would 
be effectual. But as * thing that was im- 
probable has happened, there is no preſump- 


* The obliging readineſs of Mr. Francis to allow his ſhare of 
the Cotton lanes in this Number to be publiſhed, demands the 
Editor's moſt grateful thanks, 'and, Fu pays them with pleaſure, 
Among the foremoſt of the Friends of Conſtitutional Liberty, 
Mr. Francis is diſtinguiſhed for his ability and vigour, his un- 
wearied perfeyerance, and the long conſiſtence of hig conduct from 
his firſt appearance in Parliament, about the middle of this reign, 
to the preſent time, comprehending a period marked by extrapr- 
dinary events, by the aggrandizement of the Crown, the ſervibty 
of Parliament, and the infatuation of the Public, panic-ftruck, 
and ready to ſurrender its rights. That they were not wholly 
 bft during the ſtrong deluſion of the times. that a hope yet exiſts 
jn the breaſts of the true Friends of. their Country, is chiefly to. 
be aſcribed to the efforts of that patriotic Band with whom Mr. 


Francis has ſo ably co- operated. 


3 


tion 


t r. 
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tion now in looking forward to events which 
may terrify thoſe who are not to be convinced. 
In many points, I find we are agreed. To 
ſhorten the duration of Parliaments, without 
changing the mode of Election, would only 
be to multiply and aggravate the miſchiefs 0 
the preſent ſyſtem. As to Univerſal Repre- 
ſentation, or any other ſcheme. that ſhould 
totally ſeparate the power from the property 
of the Country, it is a thing totally out of 
queſtion ; nor do I think there is much dan- 
ger of it in any ſenſe, except as it may be 
uſed for an inſtrument to deter the reaſonable 
and well-diſpoſed part of the Community from 
yielding to any Reform at all. I am very un- 
willing to acknowledge, even indirectly, or 
by compliance, that the right of voting is a 
property which cannot be taken away with- 
out a pecuniary compenſation. Yet I do not 
value the money ſo much as the admiſſion 
and for the ſake of a peaceful accommodation, 
] would: willingly pay my ſhare of it. 'The 
mode you propoſe, ſuppoſing the fund to be 
lufficient, ſeems to me unexceptionable. 

If I underſtand the 5th Reſolution, I ſup- 
poſe it will alter the numbers for Scotland, 
which I think ſhould be avoided, for fear of 
embarraſſing the main plan with incidental 
queſtions. The 6th Reſolution admits Honſe- 
bolders, who have paid taxes, to vote generally 
in Parliamentary Elections, without diſtinction 
of Cities, Boroughs, or Counties. If ſo, you 
adopt my plan in ſubſtance, though not in 
terms, For certainly the fingle deſcription 
of Houſeholders payi ny g Taxes either includes, 

or 
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or muſt prevail over all the reſt. Then what 
do you gain by annexing the vote to a variety 
of different qualifications ? * , 


®* The objeQion to the of Mr. Francis, that taxed 
Houſeholdets ſhould be the a Ve, ſtands thus: 
iſt, This meaſure would operate as a disfranchiſement of all the 
ent Voters, who are not included in the deſcription of taxed 
ouſeholdets; it would naturally diſguſt the perſons thus diſqua- 
lied, who from their poſſeſſion of land, &c. would be unexcep. 


_ tionably proper Voters ; it would throw many of'theſe diſqualified 


perſons into the ſcale of Oppoſition, and thus by adding their 
weight to that of the ſelfiſh and ambitious part of the Atiſlocracy, 
would increaſe the difficulty of effefting a-Reform by legal and 
pacific means, 

2d, This meaſure is propoſed by Mr. Francis to obviate the 
evils which attend our General Elections under the preſent im- 
menſe variety of Election Rights, which are ill aſcertained; ard 
in Counties more eſpecially, are difficult to be exerciſed at pre- 
ſent, without opening a door to the moſt harraſſing expence, liti- 
gation, &c. "The evils are admitted to exiſt to the extent alle. 
ged ; but it is objected, that on are curable by eſtabliſhing Pa- 
rochial Polls, and a Regiſter of the perſons intitled to vote in 
Counties, and the great 'Towns. By theſe, and other regulations, 
many Freeholders, Copyholders, and other perſons, poſſeſſin 
a landed qualification, might retain their Ele&ion Franchiſe, a 
reinforce the taxed Houſeholders, who would form the main ho- 
dy of Conſtituents by a claſs of Voters who are too numerous 
and too reſpectable to be omitted. Elections, now attended with 
expences and other difficulties, which frequently render them 
highly inconvenient, and in ſome inſtances almoſt impracticable, 
would thus be facilitated to a degree which would leave no ground 
of ſerious complaint; and the Conſtituent Body would be confi- 
derably improved by retaining ſo many unexceptionable Voters. 
In this view, therefore, to ſimplify the plan of Reform, as pro- 

ed by Mr. Francis, would be diſadvantageous in two reſpedts; 
it would leſſen the probability of ſucceſs, and it would weaken the 
Conſtituent Rody to avoid evils which * be removed without 
disfranchifing Voters confeſſedly proper to be retained, Mt. Fran. 
cis and the Friends of the People appear to have felt the force of 
theſe objections; in their declaration of the zoth of May, 1795, 
they with equal prudence and candour profeſſed their opinion, 
that if it ſhould appear that the number of Frecholders and Copy- 
holders of the yearly value of forty ſhillings, who might not be 
Houſeholdets, ſhould be ſufficient to deſerve conſideration, there 
tould be no objection to the admiſſion of perſons, ſo qualified, to 
vote in the Pariſh and for the Diviſion where their property lay. 


In 
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In the 7th you, ſeem to adopt the idea of 
Parochial Elections. If that be your mean- 
ing, | wiſh you would exprels it more diſ- 
tinctly, and at large. In my opinion, it is 
eſſential; nor can conceive what objection 
any honeſt man in the Kingdom, of any de- 
{cription, can have to letting the Voter vote in 
his Pariſh, or at ſome other convenient cen- 
trical ſtation, inſtead of being conveyed, whe- 
ther at his own expence or that of the Can- 
didate, at a monſtrous charge, as they are at 
preſent to the County, Town, or other place 
of Election. You ſay that, ia all probability, 
the Counties and great Corporations in Eng- 
land would oppoſe my plan, as offenſive to their 
local prejudices, and injurious to their l 
eſtabliſhed privileges. Undoubtedly, I do ex- 
pect that reaſonable, and even ſelfiſh men may 
be diſpoſed to make ſome perſonal ſacrifices 
for the ſake of a very great public benefit, eſ- 
pecially, if I can convince them that. the ad- 
vantage they ſurrender is not very material, 
or may be better enjoyed ia another way. 
Without ſuch a ſuppoſition, it is in vain to 
propoſe any thing that trenches on the preſent 
eſtabliſhment, 

Obſerve that I am ſpeaking of Counties 
and great Corporations, whoſe choice is not de- 
termkned by money. Now ſuppoſe that York- 
ſhire, inſtead of the preſent plan, were di- 
vided into thirty convenient Diſtricts, conſiſt 
ing of ſo many Pariſhes, each Diſtri& return- 


ing one Member, I ſhould like to know what 


individual in the whole County, (among thoſe 
who did not ſell their votes to their intereſt) 
R 2 would 
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would really ſuffer an injury, or have a' pre- 
tence for complaints ? 

As it is, I ſuppoſe thouſands of Freeholders 
in the County never vote at all; and the 
Members in poſſeſſion, let them behave as 
they may, muſt always remain undiſturbed ; 
for who but madmen would enter into a con- 
teſt for ſuch a County, or indeed for any 
County ? 

On my plan, or any other that followed 
r the Repreſentatives of Yorkſhire, 

conceive, would be increaſed. Upon the 
whole, Sir, there are two points to which 
I would wiſh you to give your attention. 

1ſt, Whether in propoſing a ſcheme of Re- 
form it may not be adviſeable to hold up a 


model, even beyond our expectation of ſuc- 


ceſs, ana then endeavour to approach as near 
to it as we can in the practice? Some of the 
Advocates of Univerſal Suffrage tell me that 
to demand their object, in the firſt inſtance, 
is the only way to obtain mine; hut it would 


be on a principle which 1 do not like, viz, 


« iniquum petas, ut æquum feras.“ 

2dly, Whether it might not be advan- 
tageous to accuſtom the Public, as early as 
poſſible, to contemplate ſuch a model, and long 
before the period or opportunity when it 
might be actually propoſed ? We know not 
how ſoon, or under what circumſtances, that 
opportunity may offer; but all prudent men 
will recolle& that the preſent time hath 


brought forth events with which no man 


ſuſpected that the paſt was pregnant. 
Jam, Sir, with great truth, 
Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
P. FRANCIS. 
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LETTER XII. Fra 
From the Rev. C. Waka to PIII FRAncis, 

| I ; | 


Bun ro- Hatt, near BEDALE, 
YorxsHIaE, Fan. 7, 1795. 
Sir, N 
[ RECEIVED your favour of the 26th De- 
cember, and I obſerve with pleaſure that 


your ſentiments reſpecting all the great ob- 


jects of Reform coincide with mine, and the 
points on which there is any variation of opi- 
nion are matters of inferior importance, or 
only reſpect the application, more or leſs ex- 
tenſive, of thoſe principles in which we are 
agreed. In the preſent ſtate of the Country, 
it ſeems evident that no Reform, on the prin- 
ciple of Univerſal Suffrage, can be effected by 
peaceful means; and it ſeems little leſs evi- 
dent, that the exiſting circumſtances muſt 
undergo a very great alteration. before a Re- 
form on that principle would be deſirable, 
however eaſily attainable it might be. If we 
are right in theſe opinions, the intereſt of the 
Public requires that the principle of Univerſal 
Suffrage not only ſhould not be inſiſted on, but 
ſhould be eu acknowledged not to be 
the principle on which a Political Reformation 
is deſired. And if that theoretical ground 
ſnould be abandoned, what better poſition can 
be aſſumed in its ſtead than that which you 
have recommended, viz. that Houſeholders 
ſhould be allowed to vote? I think they ought 
to be Houſeholders paying Taxes, and from 
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this limitation, I believe, you do not diſſent. 
If then your reſpectable Society concurs with 
us in this fundamental prineiple, the other 
queſtions which remain for conſideration are 
| matters of inferior moment, and of leſs diff- 
| cult diſcuſſion. I truſt there is in the nature 
| of thoſe queſtions nothing ſo hard and untrac- 
table as to prevent a General Coalition of the 
Friends of Reform, without which it were 
the greateſt folly to expect ſucceſs. On this 
ſuppoſition, therefore, I fhall proceed to ex- 
plain my views more fully than before, in 
offering that paper of November 29th to the 
conſideration of the Friends of the People. 
It appears to me then that the Members of 
the Houſe of Commons, who contend ſo ho- 
nourably for Political Reformation, never can 
overcome their more numerous opponents, 
and induce Parliament to confeſs and correct 
its own abuſes, but by the aſſiſtance of a great 
majority of the People. Not of that claſs at 
the lower end of ſociety, many of whom wiſh 
for Univerſal Suffrage only to abuſe it, but of 
thoſe middle claſſes, who have had ſome edu- 
cation, who have ſome property and ſome 
character to preſerve, and who probably 
would prefer fome limitation of the Right of 
Suffrage, as more friendly to peace, to orger, 
and even to rational liberty. But in ſeaſons 
of peace and proſperity the general ſupport 
of perſons of this deſcription is not to be ob- 
tained by any efforts of reaſon or eloquence; 
by any diſplay of exiſting abuſes, or any proots 
of the dangerous conſequences that probably 
may reſult from the correction of * 
heir 
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Their concurrence is only to be expected 
from the immediate preſſure of calamity, in 
times of national diſtreſs, When the abuſes 
complained of have actually produced the 
evils which ſpeculative men had ſtated to be 
their genuine effects; when internal oppreſ- 
ſion has been added to the grievance of an 
unneceſſary war, and no redreſs, no protection 
is found in Parliament, then it is that the 
habitual diſpoſition of the middle claſſes to 
acquieſce and ſubmit, will give place to a juſt 
and general diſcontent. We are not yet ar- 
rived at this point of general diſſatisfaction, 
when men of mild and patient characters will 
concur in demanding a Reform of Parliament; 
but we cannot be far diſtant from ir. The 
arts of Miniſters have loſt much of their ef- 
fect ; the deluſion is nearly paſt; the dangers 
of the Country are ſeen, its oppreſſions are 
felt; in all probability another campaign will 
completely fill the meaſure of miniſterial 
provocation, and before the end of the cur- 
rent year petitions to Parliament will re-echo 
from every part of the Kingdom. It behoves 
the popular agents to watch for that favour- 
able moment, and to be prepared to ſeize it, 
with the united ſtrength of the People. It 
behoves them to beware of the mutability of 
public opinion, and to ſettle the principles 
and extent of their plan, in the preſent inter- 
val of calm and temperate conſideration ; leſt 
the opportunity of effecting a pacific Re- 
form be loſt by delays aad diſcuſſions now 
proper, but then moſt fatal ; leſt, on the one 
hand, the continued oppreſlioffs of Govern» 
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ment ſhould drive the People to deſperation 


and violence: or, on the other hand, the 


adoption of wiſer meaſures ſhould relax their 
zeal for Reformation, and lull them into 
their former ſtate of ſupine indifference. 

Io effect that general union of the People, 


without which not the moſt moderate plan 


of Reform can have the ſmalleſt probability 


of ſuccels, it ſeems expedient that your lead- 


ing Society ſhould adopt ſome ſpecific propo- 
ſitions, ſo temperate as to ſecure the concur- 


- rence of Yorkſhire and the major part of the 


Counties, and yet ſo effectual as to content the 
more eager Societies in London, Sheffield, 
Mancheſter, &c. I would recommend the 
adoption of a few ſhort propoſitions, diſtinctly 
marking the principle and extentwf the plan 
intended, but not the plan itſelf in detail; be- 
cauſe I think the defired union may be ob- 
tained with greater eaſe, if a few ſimple but 
ſpecific propoſitions be offered to the ſeveral 
Meetings, than if a plan on the very fame 
principles, but containing a great variety of 
debatable propoſitions, ſhould be held forth 
to them by your Society. Here then the 
queſtion comes to be aſked, What valid ob- 
jection can be urged againſt adopting propo- 


ſitions, tracing, in a ſummary manner, the 


outline of your plan? 'To which I frankly an- 
{wer, that I feel no objection to give my indi- 
vidual aſſent to ſuch propoſitions; but I am 
confident that the aſſent of the County of 
York, and of many other Counties leſs for- 
ward in the cauſe of Reformation, could not 
be obtained to any ſyſtem of Reformation on 

ground 
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ground ſo extenſive, The great body of Re- 
formers in this County has pledged itlelf to 
ſupport a limited disfranchiſement of Bo- 
roughs, by purchaſing the conſent of the 
perſons intereſted; and if thoſe terms ſhould 
be adopted by your Society, I think it ex- 
tremely probable, but I ſay it on no expreſs 


authority, that the Yorkfhire Gentlemen 


might be induced to pledge themſelves to 
ſupport Annual Parliaments, an extenſion of 
the Right of Suffrage to all taxed Houſe- 
holders, and a Reform on ſimilar principles 
in Scotland, with the other articles mentioned 
in the Paper of November 29th. An attempt 
to go beyond this line, to effect a compulſive 
disfranchiſement of the Boroughs, to ſet aſide 
all the exiſting Rights of Election, and to 
divide the Kingdom into new Diſtricts to re- 
turn each a ſingle Member, if made in York- 
ſhire, or in many other Counties leſs zealous 


for Reformation, I think, could not ſucceed, 


becauſe it is conſidered as hardly poſſible to 
effect a Reform by peaceful means, if thoſe 
conciliating limitations be not adhered to. It 
is for this reaſon, therefore, that I, who 
own my individual wiſh that ſo extenſive a 
Reform might be eſtabliſhed, do yet recom- 
mend, for the ſake of peace, a leſs extenſive 
ſcheme, in favour of which there ſeems good 
grounds to hope a ſufficient union of the 
County Aſſociations, and other conſiderable 
Bodies of Men in London, Mancheſter, &c. 
may be effected with the Friends of the Peo- 
ple. I am aware that there is weight in the 
difficulty you ſtate reſpecting the Reform in 


the 
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the Repreſentation of Scotland; but tlie abuſes 
there are ſo enormous, and the diſcontent ex- 
cited by them is ſo great and general, that I 
think that difficulty ought to be over-ruled, 
and the propoſed benefit ought to be extended 
to that Country. It might be prudent, how- 
ever, to ſuſpend the adoption of that article, 
till the ſenſe of the principal Societies of Re- 
form, and diſtinguiſhed Individuals of that 
Country could be taken upon it, and their 
co-operation in ſupport of the other articles 
reſpecting England could be ſecured, With 
reſpect to Elections in Pariſhes, and even 
ſmaller Diſtricts in ſome few caſes, I think it 
efſential to the cure of our preſent diſorders 
at Elections; but for the reaſon aſſigned for 
recommending a few ſummary propoſitions, 
inſtead of a plan in detail, 1 thought it right 
merely to offer the principle to the Society. 
If their agreement to this article and the 
others ſhould be obtained, the very ſame re- 
folutions might be offered, and I hope would 
be carried in Yorkſhire and many other Coun- 
ties, in the courſe of the preſent year; and 
then Bills, according with the principles thus 
agreed on at Meetings of the Collective Body 
in their ſeveral Diſtricts, might be framed by 
yourſelf and the other enlightened Friends of 
the People who have co-operated with you 
in Parliament. | 1 

To the two queries which you have pro- 
poſed to me, Sir, my anſwer will be a brief 
one. | 


vidual, or a Society of Men, by whom any 
A plan 


I thiok nothing can juſtify either an Indi- 


r 
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plan of Reform on principles which are 
thought improper by the Individual, or Soci- 
ety, may be recommended. This has been 
done by ſome perſons, I believe, with the po- 
litic view which. you have mentioned ; but 
the ſucceſs which has attended this crooked 
policy has not been what they expected. The 
inſiſting on Univerſal Suffrage, coupled as it 
has been with the circulation, and, in ſome 
caſes, with the expreſs approbation of Paine's 
pamphlets, has enabled Government to excite 
a panic for property, and for a time almoſt 
to perſuade the Nation to ſurrender its Li- 
berty, to prevent a Revolution. And though 
this panic fear is nearly extinguiſhed, yet 
without great caution to avoid thoſe obnoxious 
principles, Miniſters will be able to renew the 
alarm with greater violence than ever, and 
then all hope of peaceful Reform will vaniſh 
from our fight. 

2. With reſpect to the ſecond query, my 
opinion is, that it is not prudent to hold out 
to the Public a plan of Reformation which is 
not expected to ſucceed, even though it be 
formed on principles which are perfectly un- 
exceptionable ; it ſeems to me in all caſes im- 
prudent, but more eſpecially fo, when from 
various circumſtances conſiderable danger ex- 
iſts either that no Reform will be effected, or 
that it will be effected by violent means. 

If a temperate plan might probably be car- 
ried into execution, by orderly application to 
Parliament, a leſs temperate plan ſhould not 
be propoſed, becauſe that would load the plan, 

which really might be carried, with all the 
| difficulties 
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difficulties and objections which attend the 
more extenſive ſcheme, and thus retard or al- 
together defeat that which is not ſo extenſive. 
It may be thought that holding a model of 
Reform more perfect than is expected to be, 
carried will excite a greater degree of popu- 


lar ſupport ; but then it is to be feared it may 


alſo excite in a ſtill greater proportion the 
alarms of quiet men, and the oppdſition of a 


powerful Ariſtocracy; and then by what 


peaceful means can any Reformation be effect- 
ed? While a hope of peaceful Reformation is 
left, and at preſent that hope is by no means 
a a faint one, the utmoſt caution ſhould be ob- 
ſerved not to leſſen the proſpect of ſucceſs by 
adopting meaſures whoſe tendency is unpa- 
cific, Should the Country be driven to a 
ſtate of diſtraction, ſhould revolt unhappily 
break out, other meaſures in that terrible 
criſis may be expedient ; but I doubt not you 
concur with me in thinking it 1s our duty to 
avert that criſis, if it be poſſible, and to pro- 
pole, at preſent, ſuch a moderate change as 
we have reaſon to hope our united application 
may obtain. 

think, Sir, you are well intitled to the 
thanks of your Society, and of every Friend 
to the Conſtitution on its genuine principles, 
for the plan which you have drawn up with 
ſo, much ability, and on principles ſo juſt and 
moderate; and no one would rejoice more 
ſincerely than myſelf at the eſtabliſhment of 
your plan by quiet means, if that were prac- 
ticable, becauſe in my N it approaches 


as near a perfect ſyſtem of Repreſentation for 
England 


2. 
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England as exiſting circumſtances would ad- 
mit. But conceiving it impoſſible to be car- 
ried into execution by any orderly efforts of 
the People, ILown my wiſh is that you may, 
for the preſent at leaſt, decline accepting the 
thanks of your Society, eſpecially as the ſecond 
edition contains a paſſage between. pages 19 
and 24 which ſeems not altogether to accord 
with ſome prior declarations of the Society.“ 

beg pardon, Sir, for the freedom I have 
uſed in this addreſs to you and the worthy 
Friends of the People. You, by your oblig- 
ing frankneſs, have in ſome meaſure led me 
into it; but if I had felt leſs confidence in the 
public ſpirit and magnanimity of yourſelf and 
the Society, my expreſſions would have been 
more ſcrupulouſly meaſured, * 

I am, with very great reſpect, 
| Sir, 
Your moſt faithful 
and obedient ſervant, 
C. WXVILL. 
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LETTER XIV. 


From WILLIAM SMITH, Eſq; to the Rev. 
C. WryviLL. | 


Pax bon, star Harlow, EssEx, 
Jan. 9, 1795 · 


Dear Sir, 
I Much lamented that it was not in my pow- 
er to avail myſelf of the invitation to meet 
you, which I received from our friend Wil. 
* At this diſtance of time, the Editor, not having preſerved 


the Paper which is here alluded to, cannot recollect this alleged 


berforce, 
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berforce, during your ſlay in Town, by which 
indeed I received the only intimation of your 
being there, till the card you obligingly left 
in Park-Street was ſent down to me at this 
place. It was our intention to have ſettled in 
London almoſt immediately on onr return 
trom the North, but the conſinement of Mrs. 
Smith rather unexpectedly fixed us here. 

I have now to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favour, with the plan of Reform ; one 
copy of which, with a few remarks which I 
have taken the liberty of ſubjoining, I now in- 
cloſe. On your hypothefis, that more cannot be 
done, I ſhould be much diſpoſed to agree with 
you on almoſt every point, could it be proved 
that & much could be accompliſhed ; but 1 
fairly own that, as yet, I expect nothing, and 
that more may be done when · the Nation ſhall 
be ſufficiently awake to the importance of the 
ſubject to call imperiouſty for ſome Reform, 
without which it will I fear never be given. 
An uniformity of qualifications, unembarraſſed 
by charters and other partial privileges, 
throughout the whole Kingdom, does appear 
to me a moſt deſirable object in every point 
of view—lo highly important, that, in my 
preſent way of thinking, I would willingly 
wait ſome years longer to attain this point, 
The new diviſion of the Country into Diſtricts, 
with very extenſive Right of Suffrage, (by 10 
means Univerſal) does, I own, ſeem to me the 
molt effectual and radical Reform; nor am | 
at all ſure that it may not be obtained as ſoon 
as any other which either you or 1 ſhould 


think worth accepting, you haye no doubt al- 
ready 
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ready obſerved in this my agreement with the 
plan of Mr. Francis, not grounded, I aſſure 
you, on any conſultation between us, but 
ſimply on the preference which conſideration 
of the ſubject has induced me to give to it 
above any other which I have yet ſeen, I 
ſtill, however, feel a perfect conviction how 
much depends on practicabiliiy; and let it be 
ihewn to me that his plan cannot poſſibly be 
carried, and that another leſs perfect, but in- 
cluding in it a principle of correction for. the 
acknowledged error it retains, probably may, 
and I ſhall-joyfully coincide in the attempt to 
obtain the latter, Your paper will be early 
brought forward in our Society, and will, 
I am ſure, be conſidered with that attention 
and reſpect which every thing deſerves that 
comes 2 ſo long, ſo zealouſly, and ſo 
ſteadily employed in the ſervice of our great 
cauſe, and from whom it has derived ſuch 
eſſential advantages. | 
I hope to be favoured with a.call, and ſhall 
be happy to pay my reſpects to you when 
you next viſit London; and in the mean- 
while I remain, hs 
Dear Sir, : 
Very ſincerely and reſpectfully your's, 
WM. SMITH. 


P. 8. Were you not delighted with W. 
and D.'s conduct? Could not Petitions from 
ſome parts of the County be ſent up to ſecond 
their efforts? 


REMARKS 
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REMARKS by WILLIAM SMITH, Ec; 


On the Propofitions offered through P. Francis, 
Eſq; to the Society, The Friends of the 


People,” dated Landon, Nov. 29, 1794. 


1. Why ſhould not all thoſe places or per- 
fons be deprived of the feparate ang exclufive 
Right of Election where, from any eauſe 


| - , whatever, it appears that that Right either 
+ Has in fact been, or naturally muft or will be, 


exerciſed on improper grounds, or in a man- 
ner inconſiſtent with the public welfare ? 

2. Approve this mode of raifing the fum 
neceſſary for the purchaſe of what /ball be ad- 

Judged ſaleable property. | 
3. Good—if a more extenfive plan be ab- 
folutely imprafticable. "6 . 

4. Theſe, and probably many others; but 
moſt or all of them as parts of Diſtricts. 

5. Query : Whether any addition to the 
numbers of the Repreſentation of Scotland, 
under their preſent mode of Election and 
qualifications of Electors, would anſwer any 
other purpoſe than to increaſe rather than di- 
miniſh the power of the Ariſtocracy there, 
and of the Crown in the Houfe of Commons? 
Query alſo, if their proportion of taxation de- 
ſerves more Repreſentation? 

6. Perfectly + but where? For Coun- 
ties only, or for Towns or Diſtricts? | 

7. Abſolutely neceffary on every plan, but 
that plan the leaſt which renders the feweſt 


precautigns neceſſary. 
8. Are 
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8. Are wages deſigned to obtain any other 
objects, than, 1ſt, to mark dependence on the 
Conſtituent, and, 2dly, to ſecure attendance 
on duty? If ſo, and theſe points can be 
equally well attained without the expence, I 
ſhould think it unneceſſary ; if =_ they are 
well worth the purchaſe. 

9. Query: On three years, or or if one, & 
„ only to go out in Mr But 
very doubtful on this idea, q 


| ot Ear * | 
LETTER Xv. 


From the Rev. C. WrvirL to Wiika day's 
Sutrn, Eſq; | 


nn an. 13th, 1798. 
My De Si eee 
opinion reſpecting the Plan of Re- 
form propoſed by Mr. Francis entirely 
coincides with your's in a ſpeculative view. 
think it the moſt perfect which the preſent 
ſtate of property and morals in this Country 
would admit; but I cannot think it would 
meet with no greater oppoſition from the 
Crown and the Ariſtocracy than a more li- 
mited plan on the ſame principles, that is, a 
plan which ſhould, like that of Mr. Francis“, 
zive the Right of Suffrage to Taxed Houſe- 
holders, but ſhould confine the disfranchiſes, 
ment of Boroughs to a certain number much 
ſhort of the whole, and. that disfranchiſement 
to be not compulſive, but effected by purchaſ 
ing a voluntary furrender of the e 
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in queſtion. A limited Reform might thus 
take place with the good: will of the Boroughs 
themſelves, and a very conſiderable ſhare of 
power might be transferred to the body of 
the Nation without commotion at the time, 
and without producing that implacable re- 
ſentment of injuries received, which would be 
the conſequence of a compulſive disfranchiſe- 
ment, and which, at no very diſtant: period, 
would probably break out in civil ſtrife. 
What I have ventured to propoſe to your 
Society, would be the offer of a compromiſe 
from the People. to the Crown and the No- 
bles. If it were accepted, we ſhould gain 
much for qur Country, without expence or 
riſque. If it were rejected, the offer would 
not be binding on us; we ſhould be perfe&tly 
at liberty, I'conceive, to increaſe our demand, 
even to the extent of Mr. Francis's plan, if 
events appeared to render that expedient. 
And if the Nation ſhould hereafter be involved 
in the miſeries of a civit war, in conſequence 
of the rejection of ſo mild a propoſal, they 
who made it would be exeulpated, and the 
blame would reſt upon thoſe who had re- 
jected an offer ſubſtantially the ſame, or almoſt 
the fame, which they Had formerly propoſed 
or ſupported. © 

The whole Nation admits the juſtice e of 
our complaint, but the fear of innovation 

vents the concurrence of the majority. "They 

are apprehenſive for tlie peace of the Coun- 
tty, and the ſafety of the Conſtitution. What 
is to bad in the frame of our Repreſentation 
to be * 'repairing, hey. would u_ 
pu e 


_ * 
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pulled down, and rebuilt ; but 155 t is ſolid 
and ſubſtantial, and though not Hy agrees 
able to the rules, of proportion, -yet capable 
of being readered in a high degree convenient 
and comfortable, they wiſh to ſtand. This, it 
may be ſaid, is mere prejudice, Be it ſo; but 
which is the eaſier taſk? Which is the more 
likely taſk to be quietly accompliſhed, to Re- 
form Parliament with the prejudices of the 
Public for you, or azainſt you? The fair an- 
ſwer to this queſtion rault be, I think, in fa- 
vour of that plan which propoſes to correct 
the principal defects in the Houſe of Com- 
mons in an amicable and uncompulſive way, 
and to leave the found parts, not merely as 
they are, but improved and reinforced, as 
much as may be, by regulations in the mode 
of Election, by the payment of wages, by. in- 
creaſing the number of their Repreſentatives, 
and above all, by enlarging greatly the number 
of reſpectable Voters. From what I know of 
Yorkſhire, and ſeveral other Counties in diffe- 
rent parts of the Kingdom, I think their aſſiſt- 
ance might be relied on, if the Society took the 
more limited plan. The adoption of it would 
be a conſiderable adyance on the part of York- 
ſhire'; but as the old principles of conciliation - 
to which we, ſtand pledged would be preſerv- 
ed, I believe (but without having any expreſs 
authority. to ſay, ſo) that at a proper time 
Yorkſhire might be induced to agree to that 
advance, for the fake of union with your So- 
ciety. On more extenſive ground, I own I 
lee no reaſon to think you will ever obtain in 
the Country that degree of confidence and 
0 8 2 general 
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general union by which you may be enabled 
by any peaceful efforts to effect a Reformation 
in Parliament. | 
Having faid thus much here, and having 
enlarged upon this ſubject {till more in two 
letters to Mr. Francis, which you- probably 
will ſee very ſoon, I forbear treſpaſſing far- 
ther upon your time, and beg leave to aſſure 
you that I am, . ä 

| With great eſteem, 
„ Dear Jar, 
Moſt faithfully and ſincerely your's, 
EY PETE © C. WYVILL. 


From Ralen M1LBANKEE, Eſa; to the Rev. 
JU" C. WrviIX. 


Boxnv-STAEET, Jas. 10th, 1795. 
Dear Sir, 4 * 
AM very much aſhamed at not having 
ſooner acknowledged the receipt of your's, 
containing the printed Reſolutions relative to 
a Reform of Parliament. They certainly are 
very judicious, and, if adopted, would tend 
to the happineſs and tranquillity of the 
Country. F | 
The only one upon which 1 have any 
doubt is the 9th; for though I am of opinion 
the Septennial Bill ovght to be- repealed, | 
ſhould rather prefer Triennial Parliaments 
but undoubtedly you, who have ſo thoroughly 
5 I conſidered 
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conſidered the ſubject, are A pouch better 
judge than I can be. 
I beg to be remembered be Hal Wyvill, 
and am, P 
Wu Sir, 
Your's yery ſincerely, 


| RA, MILBANKE, _ 


1 
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LETTER XVII. 1 10 
From the Rev. C. Wyv1Li. to PRILIP Frames, 


| erer le. . 179% 2 


No on of the Paper dated: Nov. 29th, 
has, yet been given. to any perſon not- 


a Member of your Society, except Lord Stan- 
hope. I think it might be of uſe to c 
cate it more extenſively ; but I ſhall not tranſ- 
mit it to any of my Friends in Yorkſhire, or 
any Correſpondents ..in. other parts of the 
Country, till I hear whether you think it; 
right, If it ſhould meet with your approba 
tion, I would without [delay endeavour to 
colle& the ſenſe of the Yorkſhire Gentlemen: 
upon it, and alſo that of other Friends of * 
form in different parts of the . 
I am, Sir, 
Your very faithful 
and obedient ſervant, 
C, WYVILL. 


83 LETTER 
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LETTER XVIII. 
 From' the Rev. C. WrvIIL I. 70 Nauen 
MitBANKE, Eſq. 


M Dear Sir, 

| al gives me great ſatisfaction to find you 
approve the general outline I have ven- 
tured to ſubmit to the judgment of your re- 
ſpectable Society. It were eaſy to criticiſe it 
in a theoretical view ; but our object is prac- 
tical improvement to he: obtained by general 
concurrence, and a peaceful, orderly applica- 
tion to Parliament. You tell me, you would 
prefer Triennial to Annual Parliaments. It 
that is rhe ſentiment of your Society, 1 ſhall 
moſt readily agree to the ſubſtitution of that 
word; and I really think it would be more 
generally hked' in the Country. F ought in 
candour to add, however, that if a ſufficient 
union ean be effected for reſtoring Annual 
Parliaments after Elections have been purified 
in the manner ſuggeſted in the Reſohations, 


Bon ror-Halz, Jan, 13th, 1795. 


my opinion is in favour of Annual Parlia- 


ments; but I ſhould moſt willingly acquieſce 
in the 'change to Triennial, and ſfiould be 
more confident of Its EY acceptation in 
Lorkſhire. 
I am, my . Sir, 
With great regard, 
ee WT 

1 C. WYVILL. 
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DE ig +: retake 
From PHIL IT Faancis, (Eſq; o the Rev. - 
Ap C. Wrvitr. vet .09+%W/2f8 
Gel | St: Jhnbty's Sep ky Fab. zlib, 78g, 
GREAT deat of public bufidefs, kecom- 
panied with Intels and anxlety, have hi- 
therto prevented thy atkhowledging. the fa- 
vour of your letter of the 5th inftane; as well 
as of another ſitice received. Tou will ſee by, 
the Newſpapers that out * on Sa» 
turday laſt to a Reſotution, wlllch was, cars 
ried almoſt unanimouſly in à very füll Mee 
ing, to ſuſpend bur pt eedings for, the pre- 
ſeat, I moved the queſtion myſelf, and w 
warmly ſupported in it by many whom | 
know to be the moſt ſtedfaſt Friend of Re- 
form, and 1 by Mr. Exſkine, Mr. 
Sheridan, Mr. Grey, and Mr. Lambton. 
hope the Country in general will receive thi 
Reſolution of ours as a proof of our modera- 
tion and forbearance, and that it will vindicate 
our characters from the aſperſions induftri-- 
_ ouſly thrown upon us, as if we had no objeck 
but to excite diſcontent, and to promote con: 
fuſion. If that had been our diſpoſition, wE 
might undoubtedly have taken advantage o 
the calamities of the times, and not found it 
very difficult to turn them to a very miſchie- 
vous account. For my own part, I thought 
the ſituation of public affairs ſo'perilous and ſo 
unfit for the agitation of any internal queſtion 
Whatever, that 1 ä for one, not 
| 4 | to 
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to be a party, at the preſent moment, to any 
farther addreſſes either to the Houſe of Com- 
mons or to the Nation, by which I was con- 
vinced that no good purpoſe could poſlibly be 
anſwered. By this determination of our Soci- 
ety, I am precluded from doing now, what I 
ſhould otherwiſe have done at the laſt Meet. 
ing, I mean from ſubmitting your propoſed 
Reſolutions to their conſideration.” But a time 
will come when theſe queſtions muſt be 
reſumed, and with the melancholy, but pow- 


erful advantage of finding all men convinced, 


+ feng ſuffering and their danger, that the 
ation is not, and cannot be ſafe with a 
Houſe of Commons at the diſpoſal of the 
Crown. The interval may be uſefully 
employ ed in gaining the concurrence of as 
many individuals as our connexions and op- 
portunities admit of, Vour's, undoubtedly, 
are much more extenſive than mine. Whe- 
ther it will be prudent for you, at this time, 
to endeavour to take the ſenſe of Bodies of 


Men collectively in your own Country, is a 


Point on which you alone can form a proper 
judgment. In this quarter, ſuppoſing the 
thing practicable, I ſhould be very much 
againſt it. You will find that the expreſs 
deſcription to which the right of voting, is 
annexed in my plan, is that of Houfeholders 
paying Taxes; all others are out of the que- 
ſtion, When I fay generally that the power 
and the property of the Country ought never 
to be ſeparated, I think I go as far as a rea- 
ſonable Proprietor can aſk of me. To thoſe 
who would place power in the hands of indi- 
3 | | ©. gence, 


15 
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pence, I fay that power and property cannot 
be ſeparated long. Sooner or later the pow- 
er will take the property, and then what will 
they have Pure but a temporary ſhifting of 
poſſeſſion? “ At the ſame time we are not ta 
forget that the little Proprietor is as much 
to be conſidered in the diſtribution of power 
as the greateſt ; perhaps more, becauſe, indi- 
vidually, he is leſs able to defend himſelf. 
Theſe are the principles on which I have aQ- 
ed. At firſt fight, it looks like bravery to 
run into extremes; but I am ſure that to keep 
the middle path, and to be ready to encounter 
the violence of either ſide, or of both, when 
they unite, as they very often do, is the ſureſt 
proof of political courage, as well as of public 
virtue. This was the ſtation which the moſt 
upright and the moſt reſolute of all the Ro- 
mans thought it right to take in the Diviſions 
of the Republi + Diſdaining to court either 
the Nobility or the Populace, he adhered to 
the Common Wealth, and periſhed with it. 
And on this ground I would have had our Aſſo- 
ciation take their ſtand, and neyer be driven 
from it, ſo that whether we ſucceeded or not; 
it might be ſaid of us hereafter, © hinc ple- 
bem, illinc optimates videbis; duos in medio 
relictos, Rempublicam et Catonem.” F With 
185 theſe 

® Theſe are the ſentiments af a Politician who views the ſtate 
of Society with the eye of a Philoſopher, and would correct what 
needs correction by means at once moderate and efficacious. From 
the comprehenſive views and benevolence of ſuch Reformers, the 


inferior claſſes have every thiag juſt and reaſonable to hope, while 
the rich have nothing unreaſonable and unjuſt to fear. 


t This middle party who adhered to the principles of the Con” 
ſlitution in oppoſition to the factious in each extreme, 29 
3 ve 
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theſe principles you ought not to doubt that 
I. for one, am diſpoſed to be content with any 
ſcheme of Reform that would really and bong 
fide give us an independent Houſe of Com- 
mons. To that practical object I am ready 
to ſurrender all my theories, if the plan 1 
have propoſed deſerves that name, and no 
other. But then, on the other hand, I muſt 
expect that they who are governed by views 
of convenience and accommodation, and prac- 
tical ſucceſs, ſhall rake care that what they do 
ſhall be really effectual to its purpoſe, that is, 
that it ſhall in fact give us a Houſe of Com- 
mons and a Repreſentation. To do leſs than 
that is not only to throw their efforts away 
in the immediate inſtance, but to make the caſe 
deſperate; for, if for example, a gteat move 
ſhould once be made without ſucceſs, it is 
evident to my mind that the Nation never 
could be brought to make a ſecond. In your 
conduct, Sir, and in the correIpondence with 
which you have favoured me, I ſee nothing 
that does not entitle yqu ro my confidence in 
your principles, as well as in your prudence. 
Your opinions are welt confidered, and deli- 
vered with great candour ; but you muſt be 
ſenſible that your's is not likely to be the pre- 
vailing character and temper in a large Society. 

I am, with the ſincereſt reſpect and eſteem, 

Sir, your moſt obedient, 
and faithful, humble ſervant, 
P. FRANCIS, 


have deftroyed the Crown, or annihilated the controuling power 
of Parliament, was more diſtinctly marked after the Miniſter Pitt 
had brought forward his Bill for reftraining the fundamental 
Rights of Diſcuſſion and Petition by Meetings of the People. 
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From the Rev. C. WrvyILI o PHILIP. 
- 1119 ene FRANCIS, E. 
. Besren-Hari, Fan, 28h, 1795. | 
Sir, 110 LESIONS oh 2 5 5 
I RECEIVED. your favour of the 2oth jnſt. 
with your. Speech in Parliament on 
April 11th, 1793, incloſed, for which I am. 
much obliged. I had before read it with 
perfect approbation, and I am perſuaded, from 
what I at preſent know of your political 
views, from your 8 and writings, as 
well as from converſation in our interview, in. 
November laſt, that qur ſentiments would be 
found; to coincide very nearly indeed, if there 
wer an opportunity more fully to explain 
them. ki” 5 2 yl 1 
Not having the ſmalleſt doubt in my mind 
that you, Sin, are moſt ſincerely and zealouſſy 
a friend to Political Reformation, and ſeeing, 
not the leaſt reaſon to doubt the ſincerity of 
your Society in general, or of thoſe worthy 
Members of it by whom your motion on the 
17th, was ſupported, I muſt own I heartily 
approve. your reſolution to ſuſpend your opera- 
tions for the preſent, and I think it impoſſible 
that any candid man can conſider your ad- 
vertiſement as a proof of lukewarmneſs or ter- 
giverſation, or any prudent, man wiſh you had 
come to any immediate deciſion of the: que- 
ſtion before you, which, even if the Society 
had adopted the molt limited principles which 
any of their friends had ſuggeſted, would 


haye 
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have expoſed them to be treated by Miniſters, 
and other Enemies of Reform, as dangerous 
agitators of the public mind, an accuſation 
which would have force at preſent, but will 
have totally loft it when national diſtreſs ſhall 
have preſſed a little more ſeverely on the feel- 
ings of the community. 


F took the liberty to trouble you and the 


Society with my thoughts, becauſe I under- 
ſtood you were preparing to ſettle the ſpecific 
principles of your on 
on ſome day then not very diſtant, and becauſe 
I conceived it to be my duty in that cafe to 
ſtate how far I thought it likely that Yorkſhire 
and the major part of the Counties might be 
expected to advance, in order to meet and unite 
with your Society. By that union, if it can 
be effected in time, I hope ſuch a Reform as 
you and I would accept m ight be obtained, 
eacefully and quietly, which would preclude 
the hazards of a previous ſtruggle, and pre- 
yent future attempts to overturn it by vio- 
lence. 

But I deſpair that fuch a neceflary union 
can be formed on grounds ſo extenſive as you 
have traced out; and were events beyond all 
expectation to prodyce that union, I ſtill more 
deſpair that fa great an alteration could be 
extorted from Parliament, without ſuch a de- 
gree of compulſion as might eventually ter- 

minate in a Revolution. 

This is preciſely what I fear, and what I 
wiſh to be avoided; and it is in this view only 
that the Reſolutions I have ſubmitted to your 

Society, or the Pamphlet on the State of our 
| Repre- 


* 


at a Meeting to be held 
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Repreſentation, on which the Reſolutions in 
ueſtion were formed, can deſerve your con- 
deration. 1 ce b l 

Should the reaſoning in favour of thoſe 
limited propoſitions appear to your Commit- 
tee ſo ſtrong as to decide their opinion in 
favour of them, ſome time before they were 
referred to the Society at large, means might 
be uſed by confidential communications 
through the Kingdom, to prepare the Friends 
of Reform to unite at a proper time on that 
ground, But if from the zeal and more ex- 
tenſive expectations of the Society the Com- 
mittee ſhould in the firſt inſtance deem it ex- 
pedient to occupy the ground which yon have 
pointed out, in that caſe my hope of any 
peaceful Reform will very much depend on 
your prudence and influence with the Society, 
in concurrence with Mr. Erſkine, Mr. Lamb- 
ton, and the other. Gentlemen who ſupported 
your late motion. Your more extenſive plan 
might be held out to the Public with the ex- 

preſs approbation of your Society, and yet a 

ſubſequent reſolution might be adopted by it 

without any inconſiſtence, expreſſing theit 
concurrence with Yorkſhire, or their ſatis- 
faction in ſuch limited plan as that County 
and the majority of other Counties might 
then have approved. In this way there ſeems 
to be a chance that a proper degree of union 
might be effected; but the other mode ſeems 
preferable, if the Committee could feel my 

reaſoning to be ſufficiently convincing, I 

am ſorry for the miſtake I made reſpecting 

the deſcription of perſons to which the right 
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of voting is annexed in your plan. It was 
occaſioned by my referring, not as I onpht to 
have done to the plan itſelf, but to my imper- 
fect recollection of it, and of our converſation 
on the ſubject ſome time before. But I hope 
you have already exeuſed it; and I think it 
does not materially affect the reaſoning- of 
meEMErs FR 153751. N We 
I beg, Sir, you will accept my good wiſhes, 
which will attend you on all occaſions z and 
Jam, with very great eſteem, 
©. Your moſt faithful 
and obedient ſervant,” 


C. WYVILL. 
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From Tuomas Brand HoLLts, Eſq; to the 
Rev. C. WryiLL, © 

Deur Sr hee 
SHOULD bave anſwered your favour 
ſooner, but waited the Meeting of the So- 
ciety, which has appointed a Committee to 


a 33% 


which your reſolutions will 'be referred, and 


then reported to the General. Extraordinary 
Meeting next Saturday, probably, if an' addreſs 


to the People is agreed upon, and there ſhould 


be time, Permit me to fay, the expectations 
of moſt people are much raiſed. © Francis's 


plan riſes in the opinion of many, though he 
does not admit Uniyerfat Suffrage, and againſt 
710, ο nN 


ö the Ballot. 28 
It 
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It ſeems the People are more erage 
than truly informed! 2 

I have incloſed your ſeal, chat you may 
judge if the ſeal was perfect, as I ſuppoſe, for 
it was not ſo when it came to me; there is a 
defect in the impreſſion towards the bottom 
of the ſeal. 

I wiſhed to have been in Town to have ſeen 
you when you was here. Correſpondence is 
cut off, and indeed the confidence between 
man and man is weakened to the greateſt 
degree, 

I rejoice to hear you are well. Spirits de- 
pend upon the public welfare, which at pre- 
ſent is much agitated. Peace molt deſirable. 


Is your Country of that diſpoſition ? I have 


much to ſay, but muſt be filent at preſent; 
only aſſuring you of my wiſhes for the conti- 
nuance. of your health, and that ' 
1 am, with great regard, 
Moſt Fairhfally your's, 
T. BRAND HOLLIS. 
Jan. 13th, 1795+ 
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| LETTER XXII. 


Fron SAMUEL Sore, Eſq; to the Rev. 
* git | C. WryviLL 


; Messner, Feb. gib, 1795. | 

My. Dear Sir, 
EFORE Mr. Walker quitted Landdn;, he 
ſent me down a number of his laſt Pub- 


ken to SAR TORE among ſome friends-he 
mentioned, 
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mentioned, and among them was one which 
he deſired me to forward to you with: his 
reſpects.“ 
| k I ſeize 


Thomas Walker, Eſq; of Manchefter, the — brother-in- 
law of Mr. Shore, a — * friend of Liberty, and a martyr in 
its cauſe, His vigour and ability in oppoſition to the firſt war 
with the French Republic, and in ſupport of Political Reform, 
excited the animoſity of his opponents, and provoked a vindidive 
Miniſtry to proſecute hindi with extreme rigour, 8 5 
By the malice of his perſonal enemies, (in December, 1792) the 
populace of Mancheſter were irritated to à pitch of fury, which 
threatened the deſtruction of Mr. Walker and bis family. Re- 
peatedly was his houſe attacked 2 enraged and intoxicated 
rabble, without interruption from the Civil Power of Mancheſter. 
The intrepidity of Mr. Walker, and of the generous friends who 
then aſſiſted him to defend his houſe, alone defeated theſe out- 
rageons attacks, and ſaved his houſe and his property, and the 
lives of himſelf and his family. Having thus lſed the out- 
rages of his perſonal adverſaries, he had to ſuſtain, in 1794, the 
pr dangerous attack of his Miniſterial Enemies in a Court of 
But the charge of Treaſon was repelled by him with the cleareſt 
evidence; his innocence was fully eſtabliſhed by the verdict of his 
Jury, and he was declared from the Bench; by Mr. — Heath, 
the Judge before whom he was tried, to be honourably acquitted. 
In due time the perjured witneſs, who had been employed againſt 
him, was convitted of the perjury, and received the puniſhment 
appointed by law. But though theſe attempts to ruin this worthy 
Patriot, firſt by the violence of a lawleſs mob, after that by the 
teſtimony of a perjured witneſs, were thus defeated, he was unallle 
to ſupport himfel againſt great commercial misfortunes, aggra- 
vated by the perſecution of his enemies. Finding him embar- 
raſſed by his immenſe loſſes in Flanders, in conſequence of the 
French Invaſion of that Country, they baſely contrived, by 2 
combination of injuries, deeply affecting his mercantile credit, to 
fruſtrate every effort of this reſpectable Merchant to retrieve his 
affairs ror | 7 


A A generous Public interfered to reſtore Mr. Walker to a ſifua- 
tion of comfort by a ſubſcription, but with inadequate effect. 
To his friend and eloquent advocate, Fe'ix — . Eſq; he is 

indebted for a legacy which now produces a ſmall ſum, not ex- 

ceeding 321. 10s. annually, but which, at che diſtance of 23 years, 
by the renewal of leaſes will be confiderably augmented. For this 
teſtimony of Mr. Vaughan's affectionate regard, he is truly grate» 
ful, and the exalted character of his friend enhances the value of 
bis gift. But the truth muſt not be concealed ; this legacy, and 
the contribution of the Public, have not placed this worthy _ 


| 

4 

N 

. 

; . 
| 

7 
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I ſeize this opportunity of thanking you for 
the two ſets of your valuable three volumes, 
which came here in our abſence, as we (both 
families) were on the Southern Coaſt the laſt 
Summer, and did not return till late in the 
Autumn, and which you were ſo obliging as 

to ſend one for my ſon, and one for me. It 
will be always a valuable collection, and the 
publication is in many reſpects well timed, 
though now active meaſures on the important 
Reform it relates to ſeem ſuſpended. I have 
alſo my ackpowledgments to make for the note 
accompanying ſome printed Reſolutions, which 
were incloſed to me by Mr. Lindſey, as we 
have not yet been at Clapham this Winter. As: 
I could not myſelf attend at the Meeting of the 
Friends of the People, I immediately returned: 


in a ſituation of comfort, and the enemies of Mr. Walker may fill 
enjoy the cruel ſatisfaQtion of having ſucceeded in their. T 
attempts. 

His peo roperty and his peace of mind have been ruined alike, 10 
the health of himſelf and his family has been injured or d 
He has received wounds which only can be cloſed by time and the 
conſolations of Religion. Their lenient effe& he knows is powers" 
ful, yet he dares not to hope it can be ſpeedy 

But, Oh! fell Intolerance I whether e Votaty of Religion or 
the Friend of Liberty be the Ae of thy perſecution, how odious 
is thy —— How formidable is thy rage, and the miniſters 
of thy wrath! How doſt thou goad them to cruelty, and madden: 
them with the bite of thy enyenomed fangs! May the wiſe and 
virtuous of wy claſs and deſcription of men unite with in- 
creaſing zeal to defeat thy fiend-like rancout, to; puniſh with their 
ſevere — the executioners of thy vengeance, and to conſole 
their bleeding Victims with er — 4 —— of their in- 
juries, If the ſuccours _ r the relief of theſe reſpec 
table Sufferers are itrecovetably loſt, may freſh exertions of Be- 
nevolence repair what can be repaired, 2 effeclually reſtore 
them to ſituation of competence; and, in the mean time, may 
theſe fGincere expreſſions of the eſteem and G1 M. pay of of 
one perſonally unknown, but no ſtranger to their merits and 
tortunes, aper in ſome 5 the G of their X.-4 


the 
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the Reſolutions to my worthy friend, Mr. 
Smith, with my ſentiments upon them, 
which, as near as I recolle&, were a full ap- 
probation of the extenſion of the Right of 
Suffrage, which I thought went as far as moſt 
people could wiſh, and in general of all the 


other propoſitions, except that I doubted on 


the acceptableneſs or propriety” of allotting 
Members to the large Manufacturing Towns, 
on any ſcheme ſhort of a general equal divi- 
fion, and that I thought you had left the 
ſcheme ſhort in not providing for. a gradual, 
and as it were almoſt imperceptible reduction, 
by purchaſe of all the remaining corrupt Bo- 
roughs, and of all in general where individual 


and corporate, but not public intereſt was 


the prevailing plan of Election. In conſe- 
quence I deemed the Reſolution approving 


the propoſitions too ſtrong in its expreſſions. 


, It appears to me of the higheſt importance 
where a confeſſedly defective Reform is pro- 
poſed, to provide at the ſame time for a gra- 
dual completion of it, otherwiſe the ſame bat- 
tle is to fight over again, and the ſame, or 
perhaps ſtronger prejudices, to be a ſecond 
time encountered. I take the liberty of ſug- 
geſting this, as if it meets your ideas you 
may have an opportunity, by an additional 
propoſition, of providing for a gradual amend- 
ment. a r G 145 
I ſuppoſe from the reſolution of the Society, 
which I ſee in the Papers, that your propoſi- 
tions never came under the conſideration of 
the Society, but of that reſolution, or of the 
reaſons for coming to it, I know nothing = 

| er 
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ther than what has appeared in the public 
prints, I ſhall be obliged to you for a copy 
or two of the propoſitions, if you have any 
left. What think you, my dear Sir, of our 
calamitous ſituation ?_ I fear the Country is 
doomed to ſuffer ſtill heavier diſtreſſes, from 
the prevailing infatuation ' which appears , 
to drive thoſe infected with it to S R 
calculated to bring in the very r they 
profeſs to be ſo anxious to ſhun. Though 
peace is now generally acknowledged to be 
deſirable hereabouts, the diſpoſition to peti- 
tion for it is not equally prevailing. Our 
friend, Mr. Wilkinſon, I am ſorry to ſay, is 
cool in the buſineſs, if not againſt it; and I 
think at preſent it would not anſwer the-end 
we could wiſh, for myſelf or any other who 
from the beginning has uniformly reprobated 
the war, and the conſequent meaſures of Mi- 
niſters, to take a lead in any ſuch ſtep. I ſin- 
cerely congratulate you on the happy reſult 
of the late trial. My ſon joins me in every 
due remembrance to yourſelf and Mrs. Wy- 
vill, not forgetting your little people, and I 
| remain ever, 
Dear Sir, 
Moſt cordially your's, 

| — SAN SHORE. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


From the Rev, C, he ag to SAMUEL SHORE, 
= Ft -, 9. 


| Pak BuaTox-HAlL, Feb. 21], 1795. 
7 My Dear Sir, | 
1 NOW perform the promiſe which I made 
1 you yeſterday, by ſending you what I in- 
tend to inſert as a tenth article in my propoſal 
to your Society, if it meets your appro- 
; bation. It 'was not overlooked by me, for 
| you will find it mentioned in the State of 
Repreſentation. But as any good which can 
be expected to ariſe from the adoption of 
theſe propoſitions by your Society will de- 
pend on the degree of unanimity with which 
they may be adopted by County Meetings, &c. 
(when the proper time for ſuch Meetings is 
come, ) I thought if your Society would agree 
to the propoſitions without this tenth article, a 
greater degree of unanimity at County Meet- 
ings might be hoped for than if the tenth 
article were added“. 

But if for want of this tenth article the 
other nine are likely to be rejected by your 
Society, I feel no heſitation to inſert the tenth. 

If the inſertion of this article would take 

away your negative to the propoſal, as it 
would then ſtand, I will ſend Mr. Francis a 
copy of my propoſal thus amended, But if 
you think your other objection, reſpecting the 


= For this tenth article ſee the Preliminary Papers in this vo- 
me. | 
| Manufacturing 
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Manufacturing Towns being unwilling to re- 
ceive the Right of Repreſentation, is ſo ma- 
terial that you cannot ſubſcribe theſe ten 


articles, (as the matter appears to you at pre- 


ſent) I think I can convince you that this 

ſecond objection is really not a valid one, and 

I will keep back my amended copy till it has 

your entire concurrence, if I am fortunate 
enough to obtain it. 

I am ever, dear Sir, 
Cordially your's, 
C. WVXVILL. 


LETTER XXIV. 


From Saul Suokk, Eſq; to the Rev. 
C. Wyvitl, | 


3 Mzzx33R00k, Reb. 26 rb, 1795. 
My De ar Sir, „ 

E are on the point of ſetting out for 
Clapham; but I cannot omit to ac- 
knowledge, before we go, the receipt of your 
favour of the 211t, with its incloſures, and to 
return you my ſincere thanks for them. The 
clauſe you propoſe to add is, as I recollect, in 
ſubſtance what you had mentioned before, 
and will, I think, be a valuable addition to the 
other reſolutions, I do not know that it ex- 
preſſes preciſely my idea, or will operate ſo as 
to obtain what I think moſt deſirable, which 
is, that all private, individual, and corporate 
intereſts ought gradually to be aboliſhed in 
the choice of Repreſentatives, The firſt will 
1 naturally 


* 
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naturally come within your propoſed regula- 
tions, which go to the- purchaſe of all the 
intereſts that are merely individual, where 
one perſon, or a very few, have the Burgage 
Tenures or the fole command of the Elections, 
and alfo where the Electors are fe and poor, 
from the want of population, and conſequently 
liable to eafy corruption. But there are other 
reſpectable places, ſuch as Bath, &c. &c. 
where the intereſts and controul is entirely 
corporate, that is, in the hands of twenty or 
forty perſons, without the People having any 
thing to do with the Elections. Now might 
there not likewiſe be a proviſion -to extend 
the right of Election in reſpectable towns or 
cities thus circumſtanced by ſome ſuch addi- 
tion as this, which. I ſubmit to your conſide- 
ration; and alſo for obtaining the voluntary 
ſurrender of all corporate rights of Election 
in populous reſpectable towns and cities where 
ſuch are in the hands of a few perſons, in or- 
der that the right of Suffrage may be duly 
extended among the inhabitants of theſe re- 
ſpectable places according to the tenour of the 
foregoing Reſolutions. When individual and 
corporate intereſts in Elections are once got rid 
of, the remaining ones, being of a public nature, 
may be eaſily regulated ſo as to become moſt 
beneficial to the Public, becauſe then all in the 
Community are concerned and interefted to 
have this done. Perhaps it might be as well 
to omit in your Reſolution the words, * purſu- 
ant to the ſuggeſtion of Mr. Pitt in 1785 and 
the concluding ones © without any future in- 
terpoſition of the People.” The 2 <a 
' | | ands 


* 
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ſtands quite as well without them, and per- 
haps, with ſome, the mention of Mr. Pitt, may 
not be much reliſhed, and the ar | 

againſt him, ſhould he oppoſe, will be equally 
ſtrong, though the notice of that circumſtance 
be not in the Refolntion. The Reſolution at - 
the end, I think, would ſtand a better chance 
of paſſing with unanimity in our Society, 
if not quite ſo particular, but if it run more 
generally in ſome ſuch way as this: Reſolved, 
that this Society would highly approve the 
eſtabliſhment of theſe Regulations by Act of 
Parliament, and wonld with gratitude accept 
the fame as a juft and ſubſtantial Reform in 
the Reprefentation of the People. | 

You will, my dear Sir, excuſe my freedom 
on this occaſion ; but on fuch an important 
ſubject I think it right to be quite open in 
ſuggeſting whatever appears material in the 
purſuit and accompliſhment. of a matter of 
ſuch moment to the Public welfare. 

If the large Manufacturing Towns them- 
ſelves do not object to the regulation con- 
cerning them, I think with you that it is not 
for others to object, and therefore I would 
myſelf agree to it. I ſhall be glad to hear 
from you at —_ and remain, 

Dear Sir, * 
V truly and cordi ar's, | 
R get S. SHORE. 

P. S. I fear there is not that Ae in 
the Counties to come forwurd, on any plan 
of Reform, which you ſeem to ſu ppoſe. 


/ 14 
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LETTER XXV. 


From the Rev. C. WryviLL 7o Sanur 
Suonx, Eſq. | 


4 BuzTox-HaLL, March 24, 1795. 
My Dear Sir, 
1 conformity with your wiſh have ſtruck 
out of the additional article the words at 
the concluſion, which you objected to, viz. 
8 without any future inter poſition of the 
People.“ The other alteration in it which 
you ſuggeſted, viz. to ſtrike out the reference 
to Mr. Pitt, I have no objection to admit, if 
the propoſition ſnould appear to the Society 
better without it. But I rather wiſh it to go 
to them for their opinion, becauſe it ſeems to 
me an advantage of no ſmall importance to 
the Common Cauſe, to mark as ſtrongly as 
poſſible the coincidence of our plan in the 
moſt material parts of its outline with that of 
Mr. Pitt, and to preſerve the reſemblance be- 
tween them as much as we can; and though 
the tenth article is not a propoſition of the 
poſt conſiderable importance; it ſtill helps to 
keep up a degree of conformity which may 
be Vſefail. ith the correction above ſtated 
I have inſerted the tenth article in a' freſh 
| manuſcrip t copy of the Reſolutions, and ſent 


itt o Mr. Francis to be communicated inſtead 


of the former copy to the Society. 

And ſince I tranimitted the enlarged Wo. 
lutions to Mr. Francis, it has occurred to me 
that your objection reſpecting the abolition of 
the uſurped ag. of fuch Corporations as 


thoſe 
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thoſe of Bath, Bury, &c. may be eaſily re- 
moved by a ſhort addition of little more than 
half a dozen words at the end of the ſixth 
article, viz, in Elections for the diſtrict or 
place in which the Copyhold Eſtate or Houſe 
of every futh Copyholder or Houſeholder 
may reſpectively be ſituated.“ This was the 
meaning of the ſixth article; but it will 
better to expreſs that meaning more diſtinctly, 
and the words above, I think, will be ſatisfac- 
tory to you. To prevent miſtake, I ſhall in- 
cloſe for you a copy of the Reſolutions as ſent 
to Mr. Francis, with the propoſed amendment 
of the ſixth article, and a ſimilar copy alſo to 
Mr. W. Smith, under cover to whom your's will 
be ſent. And if you and Mr. Smith ſhould 
be completely fatisfied with my propoſal in 
its improved ſtate, I ſhall be very happy in- 
deed, as I ſhall then begin to ſee ſome chance 
of general union, without which the efforts of 
any detached Society, Wanne 
mult be fruitleſs. | 

I fear, as you do, we muſt ſuffer ſtill 
more before the Counties -will petition for 
Peace or Reformation; but the preſent mea- 
ſures muſt more and more diſtreſs the Coun- 
try, and before this time twelve months, I 
calculate, the War and its Supporters will be 
ſufficiently unpopular. 

I hope you and Mrs. Shore had a good 
journey to Clapham, and are in perfect health, 
notwithilandipg the ſeverity of this 2ovg 
winter. 

I am ever, my dear Sir, | 
| Moſt truly your's, 
C. WYVILIL. 
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LETTER XXVI. | 
From the Rev. C. WyviLL toPaiLIP Francis, 
: _Efq. 4 
BuzTon-Halr, Feb, 28th, 3796 
Sir, p 


ROM farther reflection on the Reſoluions 

ſubmitted through you to the conſidera- 
tion of your Society, and from correſpondence 
with your affociate, and my worthy friend 
Mr. Shore, I am induced to enlarge my pro- 
poſal by inſerting an additional article, which 
you will find in the incloſed paper. I there- 
fore beg leave to withdraw the Reſolutions as 
they ſtand in the paper dated November 29th, 
1794, and to ſubſtitute in their place the en- 
larged Reſolutions dated this day, which I 
mould be happy to find appear to you im- 


proved by the addition, aud likely to meet 


the approbation of the Society. 


I am, Sir, with moſt n .neſpeRt and 


eſteem, 
Your faithful and obedient Ga 
C. WYVILL. 


=== p 
LETTER XXVII. 
"From PuILIP FRANCIS, Elo: t to the Rev. 


C. WryvILL. 
| 1 Moy, 1795. 
Sir, 


Paving 8 miſlaid the laſt 
copy of amended Reſolutions, which 
you ſent me in your letter of the 28th of 

We”, oa 


— 
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February, I requeſt you will be ſo good as to 
ſend me another, as we ſhall ſoon have a 
Meeting, at which I propoſe to ſubmit. it to 
the confideration of the Society.  ' > 
I am, Sir, your moſt ohedient, 
* humble ſervant, | 
ST of FRANCS, 


LETTER XXVII.. 
From the Rev. C. WrvitL to SAMUEL : - 
SHORE, Eſq. 


| banner, June 4 BOY 
My Dear Sir, 
AM much obliged to you for your ac- 


count of the late Proceedings of the Soci- 


ety, the Friends of the People; and I have 
much ſatisfaction in hearing that they have 
limited their Plan of Reformation, as it re- 
ſpects the extenſion of the Right of Suffrage 
to Houſeholders paying Taxes. I cordially 


agree wich them in thinking bat the proper 


principle of Suffrage in the preſent ſtate of 


Society, and in wiſhing to poſtpone Univerſal 
Suffrage till „ as well as property 
has been more generally diffuſed, and our 
Populace may be more ſafely truſted with 
the care of their own political intereſts, as 
well as thoſe of their Fellow Citizens. I am 
ſorry, however, but not ſurpriſed to hear, 


that the Society have agreed with Mr. Francis 


that they ought to contend for the very ex- 
tenſive —— which he ſome time ago ſug- 


geſted. 
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geſted, in the Diſtricts and Places which have 


the Right of returning Members to Parlia- 
ment. Elections in the Counties, the Metro- 
polis, and ſome other great Towns, are tole- 
rably, and might be unexceptionably conduct- 
ed, if but a few ſimple regulations were in- 
troduced in the mode of Election; and then 
by adding to the weight of the Counties, &c. 
in the ſcale of Repreſentation in the manner 
propofed by Mr. Pitt in 1785, and aboliſhing 
a certain. conſiderable number of the moſt ob- 
jectionable Boroughs, I really think as much 
would be gained for Public Liberty as we 
have any proſpect of obtaining without a civil 


war. As long as there may appear to be a 


probability that a gradual and moderate Re- 
formation may be effected by peaceful and 
inoffenfive means, ſo long ſhall I think it my 
duty to adhere to the leſs extenſive Propoſi- 
tions of Mr. Pitt in ſubſtance; though not 
_unwilling to admit a more extended applica- 
tion of his principles than he formerly pro- 
ſed, or would now conſent to. 

If the rafhneſs and infatuation of Miniſters 
ſhould unhappily produce commotions in the 
Country, my ideas of what Propoſitions ought 
to be adopted by the Friends of Politica! Re- 
formation would probably be changed? I 
might then think Mr. Francis's plan, or {till 


more extenſive meaſures ought to be held out 


to the Public. But as matters. ſtand at pre- 
ſent, or are likely to ſtand, my opinion is, 
that it would have been better for the Cauſe 


of Liberty and Reformation if your ay 


1 
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miſeries of a civi 


tyranny under an ainbitious and ſucceſsful General. 
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had taken lower ground, I wiſh the Society 

may, at ſome. future Meeting, come down 

to a level with Yorkſhire. * | 
I am ever, my dear Sir, 

n Cordially your's, 

| C. WYVILL- 


» To be zealous without enthuſiaſm, and cautious withont 
timidity, are the moſt eſſential qualities in the character of a Ro- 
former, He who wants zeal and courage will rarely engage in the 
taſk to corre& public abuſes, and he will till more rarely engage 
in it with effect. He may diſtindly perceive that abuſes exiſt, that 
they have ſpread the poiſon of corrupt ion chrough every rank of 
his fellow-citizens, and that Reform alone can t the ruin of 
his Country, as the neceſſary conſequence of ſtill-accumulated 
abuſes and as — by timely remedies. He may think 
juſtly, he be ulatively right, his wiſhes be on the 
fide of Victoe and Stand . he cannot a@ with vigour; 
ſunk in cowardly inactivity, he will exert no effort, he will hazard 
no diſadvantage ; be will date to attempt nothing, becauſe uſualiy 
in ſuch ſtruggles nothing can be .= with eaſe; or if the 
proſpect of ſucceſs, with little trouble and no danger, ſhould 
prompt him to concut in ſome laudable and moderate plan of Re- 
form, he will abandon the cauſe he approves, on the appearance of 
unexpected oppoſition, of difficulties not foreſeen, or of hazards 
magnified by his timidity. On the other hand, he who engages 
in the taſk of Reform, if he is daring and enthuſiaſtic, will ſcor 
all prudential confiderations as the pitiful ſuggeſtions of fear or 
treachety ; he will — the boundaries which a wiſe and honeſt 
policy would preſcribe ; he will attempt what no efforts could ac- 
compliſh, and expoſe his Country. to the incalculable evils of a 
Revolution, to attain little more than might have been attained by 
regular and legal means. And the fame raſhneſs and enthuſiaſm. 
which may have 2 him to plunge his Country into the 

war, will too probably 1mpel him to continue it, 
in a vaia and deluſive purſuit of impracticable good, till the oppor- 
tunity to reſcue his Country from impending ruin, and cloſe the 
unhappy conieſt with ſome advantage, will be irretrievably loſt. 


But each of theſe icious extremes will be ſhunned with care 


by him whoſe zeal is unmixed-with enthuſiaſm, and whoſe caution 
is unſug by fear. He will endeavour, conſcientiouſly and 
with unſhaken perſeverance, to ſerve his Country, but he will never. 
forſake the maxims of a virtuous prudence; he will purſue Reform, 
but he will never forget that Revolutions, though uſually begun 
by the raſhneſs of well-intending individuals, have generally been 
ſiniſhed, after a ſeries of inconceivable calamities, in the diſap- 
pointment of every friend of our ſpecies, and the eſtabliſnment of 


The 
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That the Society of the Friends of the People was formed on 
views of PU good, and in the fpirit of honeſt, intrepid, and 
judicious patriotiſm, cannot juſtly be doubted. That the princi- 

| Members of the Society were more particularly diſtinguiſhed 
C the ſpirit here recommended is evident from their meaſures, 
On the one hand, their energetic ſuppott of the cauſe of Political 
Reform, in oppoſition to a corrupt and domineering Adminiſtra- 
tion, under every poſſible diſcouragement, during the ſtrong de- 
luſion of the times, proves that they would not conſent to ſurren- 
der the National Rights, or tamely ſubmit to the continuance of a 
merely nominal Repreſentation of the People. And, on the other 
hand, their declining to adopt the Right of Univerſal Suffrage, 
and their ſucceſsfully recommending to the Society the more 
limited principle of Suffrage, propoſed before by Mr. Pitt, proves 
that — wiſhed to correct the frauds which have ſo nearly veſted 
in the Crown an abſolute power, with moderation, though with 


* and Tx 
numerous Papers of the Society, theit Petition to Par- 


Hament, their Declarations and Addrefſes to the Public, all 
breathe the ſame ſpirit of temperate Patriotiſm, and of attachment 


to Liberty on the principles of the Conſtitution. On the good 
ſenſe and ſpirit of the Britiſh P they relied for ſapport, and 
by their legal interpoſition, and influence of the public opi- 
nion, without violence, without the hazards of a Revolution, they 
truſted that the condition of the People might be meliorated, and 
the Conſtitution might be reſtored by a radical Reform,. through 
the conſent of Parliament itſelf. Their plan of Reform, though 
fimilar in principle, was indeed leſs limited in its application than 
that propoſed by Mr. Pitt in 1785, partly from their caution to 
avoid hy diſunion of their Members, partly from the politic view, 
perhaps, to poſtpone conceflions and limitations, till it became 
probable that with ſuch limitations and conceſſions the eſtabliſh- 
ment of their plan might be obtained. And in ſach circamſtances, 
no doubt, they would have gladly ſecured the ſubſtantial benefits 
of their plan 


„dy Sauk to thoſe conciliatory reſtrictions of its 
principle, which of their frieyds had, perhaps, prematurely 


adviſed. . 
If farther means of juſtification are wanted to prove the recti - 
tude of the Society's principles, and the moderation of their views, 
V.. En NE in this 
umber. 
The Editor commits with pleaſure to the preſs the letters writ- 
ten to him by ſeveral principal Friends of the People, not doubt- 


ing, that, on z candid and attentive peruſal, they will furniſh ad- 


- ditional proofs, to the Reader ſtill open to conviction, that the 
leading Members, and conſequently the Society itſelf, are juſtly 
intitled to the praiſe of a virtuous zeal for Liberty, duly tempered 

by judgment and caution, | 
NUMBER 
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NUMBER VIII. 


ns Ebrrox's Correſpondence reſpef- 

ing a Meeting of the County of York, held 
"on * V day 97 December, 1795, chiefly with 
a view to oppoſe certain obnoxious Bills then 
depending in Parliament; and alſo reſpecting 
femilar Meetings of the Counties 2055 Durham 
and Northumberland. 


LETTER I. 


From Sir TrwoMas GASCOIGNE, Bart. and 
other Gentlemen, communicating a a Requiſi- 
tion 4% the Sheriff pu Gra to the Kev, 
C. Dor. 


* # 


Wn * public 8 now 
purſuing to require the moſt ſerious at- 


tention, and having conſulted ſeveral reſpe&- 


able Freeholders who concur with us in think- 
ing an early Meeting of the County, at this 
particular criſis, very deſirable, we beg leave 
to tranſmit the annexed intended Requiſition 
for your conſideration, and, if approved, you 
will pleaſe to ſign the fame, and return it im- 
mediately, either to Mr. Townend or Mr. 
Wolley, in Vork, to be forwarded by expreſs 
to the High Sheriff, and if he ſhould reſuſe to 

appoint 


* 


appoint a Meeting, in that caſe to give your 
authority for calling one, for the purpoſes 
ſpecified in the Requiſition, at Vork; on 
Tueſday, the firſt day of December, next, 
at Eleven o'clock, provided fifty Gentlemen 
agree to join in ſuch Requiſition ; and we hope 
you will do us the favour to meet at Ring- 
roſe's the preceding day, to conſider what is 
moſt proper to be propoſed to the Meeting. 
We have the honour to be, Sir, 
;\Your moſt humble 
and very obedient ſervants, ' 

| Tho. Gaſcoigne, ] Rib. Sinclair, 
S. F. Barlow, | Wm. Carr, 
G. A. Chetwynd ONES | Jobn Milnes. 


Jobn Raper, 


York, Nev. 14th, 1795. 


P. S. If any Gentlemen in your neighbour- 
hood; to whom application has not been made, 
approve of the meaſure, you will be _ obllg- 

ingas procure their ſignatures “k 


Of the Bills here alluded to, the firſt was introduced” to the 
Houſe of Peers, on the 6th of November, 1795, by Lord Gren- 
ville; and it contained clauſes altering the Yo = dr reaſon, under 
which our Monarchs from Edward the Third to the preſent King 
had been protected againſt Plots and Conſpiracies, and eſtabliſhing 
a train of Conſtructive 'Treaſons and Hi þ Miklemeanon, vaguely 
and indefinitely deſcribed as Acis to cxcite hatred and 
contempt of bis Ma ajeſty” s Petſon, and * ſabliſhed Government 
and Conſtitution of this Realm: The other was introduced to the 
Houſe of Commons, on the 10th of November, 1795, by Mr. 
bitt, and it contained regulations limiting that Right of the People 
to meet and diſcuſs public grievances, and to petition for redreſs, 
which they had enjoyed from time j and which, after 
the kaſt King of the Stuart line had been expelled, p on nc 
count of his infraftion of this Right, had been ſecured to the 
Nation for ever, as our anceſtors hoped, by the Bill of Rights, 
that compact which formed the foundation of the New Govern- 
ment, and on which reſts the Right of the preſent bares Family to 
the n of this * Ant 
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From tho Rev, Roa. 40 Sir THOA 
he GascoreneE, Bart. , 514, 
HOY  Borroi:Hall, Neo. 16,1795. | 
Sir, * Tana 
HAVE retariied Then Rg bing ft 1 85 uy 
ſignature anriexed. 'I 15 apply p 
veral Gentlemen in "this n ae ghbour ood, if I 
were not inclined. to think ir might have a 


The Ninifters, . as t were, bably would have 
feared to propoſe, an arlia ob- 
ſequious to their ” hes, would have ſcrapled to ratify ſuch meaſures, 
if the loyalty and indignktion of the! Pyblic had not been rouſed 


to an extraordinary pitch of — * an — — tumult, ex- 


cited by the rale in 29 with 
the fo ſolemnity e 2 29 "of prom 1795» 
to the Houſe of AY to en df Parliament. 


inſult on the perſon of the Monarch was th Jateftable, and they 
who were gyilty of that abominable outrage deſerved the 2 
. 0 N — An = 
ve provi ty on 
the e th on 5 5 . have eurbed the info 

— 0 of aer de poſed to repeat ſuch outrages, 
{till ſeverer punĩſhment For a crime ſo enormous 7 
ſafety of the King could demand nothing more from Parliament; 
and no -more ſhould have been aſked by men, of whom it may 
bo truly ſaid, that, on this occakon, they wanted rigilaace to pre- 
vent a crime which the laws did not want power to puniſh with 
ſeverity. © But far more extenſiye changes for the teſttiction of 
Popular Rights had been meditated for ſome time, probably, by our 
ambitious Miniſters. They were now prompted to effect them alike 
by intereſt and reſentment, at once to flatter the Court, and to 
ſubdue the ſpirit of the Pape and they immediately availed 
— of the opportunity which this tumult had ſo unfortu- 

offered. The — Bille were hurried through each 
Hoa of Parliament with unuſual ripidity ; and on the 18th of De- 
cember, 1795, they received the Royal Aﬀent, but not before peti- 
tions agai hem figned by 1 preſented 
to i Parkament, Counter Petit approving theſe Bills, had alſo 

been preſented, containing fignatures, however, not exceeding 

19.988: 

ä de. pulliſned by Robinſon, 
0 | better 


. Requiſition without 1 Hig Shei 
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better effect to male the application when 


more names have been ſubſcribed. I ſhould 


be glad, a, to receive freſh copies of 

the Requiſition, as ſpeedily: as poſſible, with 
ſuch Additional ſignatures as you Ay have 
obtained. a 


I will certainly attend the previous Meeting J 


and' I have the honour do be. 
Sr. your moſt obedient 


humble ſervant, 
C. Wr; LL. 


„Nr. LETTER M. 1 


Bu Wrutran Smfrn, Eſq; M. P. to the 
nn, Rev. C Wryntr. 1 

Dear N b 
1 CANNOT refrain . addreſſing you 
on the ſubje& of the preſent meaſures of 
Government, when I am informed that they 
are to PE taken into e conſideration in 
| Yorkſhire 


„ On tie Editor's WEIS, on the 1 A of November, to 
his friends, John Yarker, Eſq; and his worthy ſon, the Rev. Lake 
Yarker, ReQor of Fingal, (now, alas! no more 4. fignatures 
were added to the Requiſition, with their accuſtomed ſpirit and 
zeal in the Cauſe of Conſtitutional Freedom, without waiting for 
a longer liſt of ſubſcribers annexed to the Requiſition. . They alſo 
concurred with the Editor in figning a Paper, to. be ſent to Sir 
T. Gaſcoigne, declaring their opinion, that in caſe the High 
Sheriff ſhould refuſe to call a Meeting of the C of York, in 
compliance with the Requiſition annexed it would. be proper to 
call a Meeting of the County for the purpoſes ſpeci | in the ſaid 

riffs s/ authority, and requeſti 
that their names mi put to the advertiſement to be publi 
for calling ſuch E on the firſt = * December next, 


Provided fifty Gentlemen agreed to the 
Jobn Tarker, 0 
3 Luke Yarker, ; C. Wyvill. 
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| Yorkſhire on Monday next. To dwell on 


their ſpirit and tendency, would be folly and 
preſumption, hen it is to you that I am 
writing. But let me, my dear Sir, urge on 
you the importance of attending the Meeting 
in as much force as may be, and of preſſing 
the matter home with all chat ſtrength ' 
argument, and authority too, of which 
man is more capable than yourſelf. 
Yorkſhire Reformers (if ſuch yet remair) 


ſurely it is impoſſible that appheation ean be 


made, ineffectually, to induet them to oppoſe 
Bills, by which their hands muſt be fettered 
for ſo long a time as ſhall pleaſe rheir Anta: 
goniſts. But T need not enlarge ; your time id 
precious, and I juſt now have! not leifure to 
treſpaſs uſeleſsly on you. Our ſucceſs about 
London, which has been abundant and deci- 
five, affords, I think, a good omen for the 
and exertions, and ſhall only fay, « I. on 
fauſto,” “ Believe 2 dear Sir, 
e { cerely your OD 
DD 
Park STREET, Wiralner zz, 
25th Nov. 1795. 1 2 
On this trying occaſion the Capital was honourably diſtin- 
— abe of the Copital was follows! 1 re 
1 0 


3 Great Britain, The Counties, it 
ſagacious in diſcovering the tendency 
of theſe Bills ; or if they diſcerned their pernicious conſequences, 

they manifeſted in oppo oppoſion to them les of that manly indepen 
dent ſpirit which characteriſed the Towns, The inſpection 
— 


Conn which petitioned Counties which petitioned: 


againſt the — for the Mlle 
Towns —_— —_—_ 62 | Towns which 
* "for th 
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887 LETTER IV. 


* yum the Rev. C. WyvitL to Wit TT 
a, Jax WiLBERFORCE, Eſq. 


** 
BuxToNn-HALL, Dec. 36, 1795+ 
My 2 Sir, | 


I -TAKE the earlieſt opportunity, after my 
return home, to ſtate to you, that on 
coming into the Guild-Hall at York, on Tueſ- 
day laſt, I did obſerve that a conſiderable 
number of the perſons there aſſembled were 
livery. ſervants, and other perſons, who, from 
their dreſs, appearance, and behaviour, I 
judged not to be Freeholders of the County 
of York “. ol Fanceived wt * a ee of 
JHOUR 220 5 | 2 the 


In Vorkſnire however, theſe meaſures of Miniſters were ſup- 
by a mo Fr: powerh werful majority of | the Merchants, &c. at 
eds, 'Wakekeld, radford, &c. than of the Landed 3 
This fact Mga an ona W tg hon rank a 


» From the abſence of f great majority of the Freebotders, and 
from other circumſtances ſtated in this letter, it appeared probable 
to the Editor's: Friends, and he concurred in their opinion, that 
if a Meeting of the County were called afreſb, on ſome day ſuffl- 
ciently diftant to afford an opportunity for explaining the tendenc 
of the Bills in queſtion more fully to the Vrecholders, their = 
would be found adverſe to the innovations propoſed, eſpecially, 
to'thoſe who might attend the Meeting in oppoſition to the * 
means were taken to add the abſent Freeholders, by collecting 
their ſignatures 2 — Petition adopted at the ſecond Meeting of 
the County. perly to execute this plan, would have 

ired more — n the haſty manner in which the Bills were 
hutried through Parliament would have allowed: and after the 
Bills had through all the forms of the Legiſlature, their le- 
gal effect was immediate; * any — to procute the repeal 
of the pernicious Ads by Popular interference, would have been 
attended with inſuperable difficulties. Candour, however, requires 
the Editor to add, that he, and other adverfaries of theſe Bills, on 
this occafion-may have formed an erroneous eſtimate of -the ſenti- 
ments of this County. He and they may have been miſled — 
recollection 


- 
r 
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2 by, which the multitude of well-intending in 
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the Freeholders into which ſo many unqu unquali- 
fied perſons had intruded themſelves, and who/ 
manifeſted an indiſpoſition to liſten to what 
any Gentleman on either ſide might advance 
on the important ſubject intended to be laid be- 
fore the Meeting; no fair and orderly debate, 
no free and reaſonable diſcuſſion could tales 
place. I therefore ſtated to you, as I doubt 
not you will recollect, in the ſhort conference 
you honoured me with at my requeſt, that 
for theſe reaſons, and from my earneſt willy 
that all diſorder might be avoided, I requeſted 
that you and the Gentlemen” who thought 
with you, would leave the Hall to the Gen- 
tlemen who had called the Meeting at that 
place, To this propoſition you did not im- 
mediately aſſent; but on your return to the 
Huſtings, finding that ſeveral of your friends 
had left, or were preparing to leave the Guild- 
Hall and go to the Caſtle of York, you A. 
paired thither with them 


fecolleQion of the zeal formetly diſplayed in Yorklbire for 4 
tical Reform, and by their: expectation, that men who-had ſtrug · 
gled hard before to meliorate. the Conſtitution, would not then 
endure the violation of the fundamental compact bn which it is 
eſtabliſhed. © The powerful influence and the weight of character 
of Lord Rockingham and Sir George Savile had loſt to 
People and their Cauſe, and on this 1 the loſs was deep 
felt. In the courſe of fifteen yea iation for Reform 
had been weakened. by. the monty of i dare and the di. 
ſention which had 1 on 15 5 comparatiy Dom wo 
and its Committee had ſunk-into a ſtate of ine 
tual diſſolution. Hence it may be ſuſpected, and fu 
events will * found, perhaps, to confirm the ſuſpicion, that 6, hot Be 
exertions would have 23 ſucceſsful in Yorkſhite to defertl 
Rights of the Nation thus attacked, 7 the n efforts of 
Mr. Wilberforce, whoſe influence way cube, 
aided*by the power of Miniſters which Ta from the Wat 
au tatateulable aagmencation; and fill more i inn by the panic 
ividuals were 
ude at that time, and terrified into reluctant acquieſcence. 


U 3 LI un- 
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I underſtood your unwillingneſs to leave the 
Guild - Hall, and go the Caſtle of Vork, to ariſe 
from your deſire that the merits of the in- 
tended queſtions might be fully and freely dil- 
cuſſed, which I alſo wiſhed, but thought it im- 

practicable in a Meeting compoſed | in the man- 
ner which I have ſtated, It is matter of ſin- 
cere ſatisfaction to me, therefore, that the ſepa- 


ration did take place, and conſequently, that all 


farther ſymptoms of diſorder and irregularity 
where happily avoided. But as the refuſal 
of the Gentlemen by whom the Meeting was 
called to quit the place, in which, purſuant 
to their advertiſement, they were aſſembled, 
was conſidered as I have reaſon to believe by 
thoſe Gentlemen who re-afſembled with you 
at the Caſtle, as having proceeded from their 
fear to meet a fair and free diſcuſſion of their 
queſtions ; I beg leave to aſſure. you that any 
ſuch ſuggeſtion, whether it has been made in 
York Caſtle, or may be advanced in St. Ste- 
phen's Chapel, is altogether unfounded, And 
I rely upon your candour to take ſome pro- 


per opportunity publicly to ſtate this matter 


in its true light, either in the Houſe of Com- 
mons or elſewhere, I anxiouſly wiſh for 
another and fuller Meeting than thoſe on 
Tueſday laſt, at which, from the beſt inform. 
ation I have received, the whole number of 


Freeholders preſent in the Guild-Hall and the 


Caſtle of Vork did not exceed eighteen hundred, 
not a tenth part of the whole body of Freehol- 
ders of this County. Ido ſincerely wiſh for ſuch 
2 N 'of the 5 5 if it could be held 


before 


23 SL 254.5301 5 
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before à change in gur ancient laws. had 
taken place; hut — J fear is Te Ra: + 

I am, - . perſonal regard, 


* Sir, pf; 14 
Ever dee el. 0 


p. S. Cre of this letter will be 2 to 
Mr. H. Duncombe, Mr. Peirſe, &c. of courſe 
it is to be conſidered as a public letter. 


tits 


D a. 
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LETTRR \ V. 


Aa the Rev. C. WrVII I. 1 Bir TxoM4s 
GAa89916NE, Bart. | 


Bun ron-Harr, De. yh, 1795» 
My Dear Sir, 


] REALLY was ſo much preſſed for time on 
Thurſday, that I capld not poſſibly fave the 
poſt, but by ſending, the copy of my letter to 
Mr. Wilberforce without a line addreſſed to 

yourſelf, I. wiſh you to ſhew that letter to 
Mr. Peirſe and Sir Wm. Milner, and have no 
objection to its being ſeen by any other Gen- 
tleman. But though I have told Mr. Wil- 
berforce that it is to be taken as à public 
letter, yet I beg it io be underſtood as a letter 


* Mr. Wilberforce's anſwer to this letter bas been preſerved; 
„ — 
to publiſh it. 1 

The Chairman of de County, Moning, as You * 
of 1795» honourably d iſting t occaſion 
by the firmneſs and propriety of his conduct, an by bis zealous 
attachment at all — Libeny, and the Canſtitu- 


tion of out F „ ie 6 
Country. ee 


(ü 


ſhewn ae relieve? T oe to Ren et 
ing Mr. Wilberforce" the ſmalleſt degree of 
pain perſonall vw though no one more warmly 
reprobates his hte political conduct, or more 
earneſtly wiſhes it may be reprobated by the 
oy that 4 do. a 2 
Tam; Ge. rb by cots 
C. WVVILL. 
— . —ñ— 
LETTER VI. 


From Joh Rare Fenwick, Eſq; tothe 
Rev. C. "WYVILL. 


My Dear Sir, 

1 gives me great pleaſure to find that your 
extenſive and opulent County is beginning 

to recover from its lethargy, and that we are 
Iikely to ſee you once more in the important 
ſtation which you filled with ſo much credit, 
when a former corrupt Miniſtry made it ne- 
ceſſary for the People to aſſociate for redreſs. 
If the Nation ſhould ſucceed in its oppoſition 
to the intended violation of our- Conſtitution, 
a new zra will, I truſt, open upon us, and 
remedies be applied to the many wounds our 
Liberties have received ſince the commence- 
ment of the preſent ſyſtem of coercion; but 
if all oppoſition prove (as I fear it will) inef. 
fectual, the conſciouſneſs of having done our 
utmoſt to avert the evils of our Country, and 
of not being willing ſlaves, will be our only 
conſolation. We intepded to move in this 
City, 


„„ 


* 
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City, but our Mayor is a creature of the 
Church, and ſome men from whom we ex- 
pected a bold and honeſt conduct, ſhewed ſo 
much indifference, that we found it prudent 
to deſiſt from our intentions. We have ſtill 
hopes that the County may meet for the pur- 
poſe of addreſſing bis Majeſty, and that we 
may be able to carry a proper amendment; 


at leaſt, if it does meet, we will attempt to do 


ſo. I much fear that in our leading men 
there is a want of activity and vigilance in 
this buſineſs, for the balk of the People are 
evidently with us. Should they neglect the 
opportunity, their opponents may-either de- 
fer the County Meeting until the Bills have 
paſſed into Laws, or by convening the County 
for the ſole-purpoſe,of a loyal Addreſs, be en- 
abled to repel any amendment on the mere 
queſtion of order. 

You will probably have heard from Mr. 
T. Bigge that a Petition to the three branches 
of the Legiſlature againſt the Bills has paſſed 
at Neweaſtle. Their proceedings have been 
vigorous and temperate, the ſucceſs greater 
than the moſt ſanguine expected, and the ſig- 
natures ſuppoſed to be near ſeven thouſand. 
The Corporation have ſet on foot a Counter- 
Petition, to which, after lying two days; one 
hundred and fifty names have been affixed! 

This is comfortable; and yet as it is now the 


faſhion to conſider the hulk of phe People as 


nobody, we ſhall, perhaps hear from high au- 
thority that the meaſures of Miniſtry were 


approved by a majority. The County of 
Northumberland meets on Wedneſday, at the 


1 requeſt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
$ 
[ 
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requeſt of the Magiſtrates, to addreſs his 
Majeſty, and an amendment will be made, I 
hope, by our friend at Benton. The con- 


courſe of people will be immenſe, and Mr. 


Bigge does not feel that confidence in himſelf 
which every one elſe does in him. 
From this alone ariſes my fear of ſucceſs; 


but the importance of the ſubject, will, I truſt, 


rouſe him, and make him ſuperior to bis ap- 
prehenſions. 

You will be informed of the reſult of the 
Meeting; there will probably be a ſeceſſion of 


the Magiſtrates and their party. I hope Mrs. 


Wyvill and your family are perfectly well, 


And am, with great reſpect, 
| Very ſincerely yours, 


hi J. R FENWICK. * 
Dura am, Nev. 229, 1795- 


LETTER VIL. 
N TroMAs Biock, Eſq; to the Rev. 
; « WyviLL. 


Biuro, wee Mee, 
; I 9. 10 2 5 


Dear Sir, 


Meeting at Morpeth, where, notwithſtand- 


ing the hoſtility of the Sheriff, every thing 
has been carried with a yery bigh hand. The 
Sheriff who called the Meeting at the Requi- 


* The Editor letters to his excellent friends, Dr, Fenwick and 
Mr. bros pt , on the lubject of their la four en ig this Number 


' ſition 


HAVE juſt ede fone the -Gowaty 


o 


„ 
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ſition of ſeveral Magiſtrates for the parpofſe 
of voting a congratulatory addreſy to the 
King, after much previous debate was pre- 
vailed upon to hold it in the open Market 
Place, the Hall not being able to contain 300 


perſons, whereas near 5000 were aſſembled. 


As ſoon. as the addreſs was read, which was 
done in ſo low a tone of voice that nat ont 
ſingle perſon could hear it, the Sheriff (know- 
ing an amendment would be moved) ab- 
ruptly quitted his ſtand, and retired to the 
inn. Sir John E. Swinburne was then called 
to the Chair; and a loyal addreſs to the King, 
petitions, to both Houſes of Parliament, and 
ſtrong reſolutions declaratory of Conltitutional 
Rights were ſeverally moved, the greateſt 
temper and decorum prevailing during the 
whole buſineſs. Copies of the addreſs and 
petitions hed been printed and copiouſly 
diſtributed before the Meeting, - that- every 
perſon might have leiſure to judge of their 
contents, Only three hands were held up 
againſt the former; the others paſſed unani- 
mouſly, A reſolution of thanks was alſo 
voted to Mr. Grey, with inſtructions to him 
and his Colleague, Beaumont, to oppoſe: the 
Bills ſtrenuoufly. From all I can obſerve, 
theſe Bills are more deteſted by the People 
the more they are underſtood by them, This 
circumſtance gives me reaſon to augur well 
of the ſucceſs of your Meeting at York; for 
if we could procure ſo unanimous a deciara- 
tion of popular opinion at a County Meeting 
held in the Borough of Morpeth, where the 
influence of a Miniſterial Peer is very conſi- 
oth derable, 
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derable, what have you to apprehend from 4 


full aſſemblage of the Freeholders of your 
County, held in the City of York? 

I faw this morning a letter from our excel- 
lent friend, Dr. Fenwick, which gives me 


hopes that the County of Durham will meet 


the enfuing week *, and that notwithſtanding 
the influence of a powerful and wealthy chap» 
ter, the Cauſe of eee will prevail. 

I pray God moſt earneſtly that your ex- 
ertions/may be crowned with the ſucceſs they 
deſerve, and that your character may rife with 
a ſtilt brighter luſtre than ever, from having 
been a while obſcured under the cloud of 
prejudice, © Magna eſt Veritas, et preva- 
lebit.” © FH | 7p FT 

 Your's, moſt ſincere, 
enn eee - 


LETTER VIII. 
From Jonx Rain Fenwick, Fla; to the © 
My Dear Sir, Dune Nen! 
1 AM very ſorry that your ſucceſs at York 
bas not been more complete, and yet, con- 


ſidering the ſtare of things in your County 


not a twelvemonth ago, e is perhaps no 
ee e ee e 
noppoſition to e ional Bills already ſo often 
cenſured, the Meetings at Morpeth and Durham were thoſe County 


Meetings which were conducted with the greateſt ability and ſuc- 
ceſs. An account of the Proceedings at each of thoſe Meetings 
way be found among the Papen pretixed to the ſeries of Letters iu 
D len eee 
N great 


A RED CER Aa LHLLIG 
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eat reaſon. to complain. Couſd wa then 
have obtained a Petition for Peace, we ſhonld 
have deemed it a ſignal triumph, and now 
your very opponents are compelled to annex 
that Petition to their other 3 
ws in order to make it palatablee 
Still che evil is a great one, abdiths 26 100 
tion that ſo conſiderable a portion of our 
greateſt County is eapable of ſanctioning ſo 
deteſtable a proceeding, is eu eny for the 
moſt ſerious alarm. * 
Dur Landed Proprietors Fen Jojetdined 
to ſhut their eyes to every danger, but that 
of Democracy. | What can your friend Mr. 


| Wilberforee mean by ſo ſtrange a conduct? 


Mr. Bigge informed you of the event of out 
Meeting; the ſucceſs. was as perfect as the 
abſence of our opponents would permit, It 
argues indeed no great confidence in their 
ſtrength, that - the -Miniſter's Friends ſhould 
not have dared to face the Requiſition even 
in the abſence of Mr. Lambton, Milbanke, 
and Sir H. V. Tempeſt, who in this inſtance 
ſtrongly oppoſes the Miniſter. It muſt nor, 
however, be concealed that their party is truly 
formidable, being made up of the Biſhop and 
the Church, and their numerous adherents, 
of the bulk of the Country Gentlemen, of the 
Ship-Holders, who are amaſſing unprecedented 


fortunes; from the laviſh: contracts of Govern- 
ment, and of the numerous friends of Mr. 
Burdon, who is highly popular in the County. 


Such a body of influence, if ably conducted, 
would, I fear, not be eaſily overcome. They 
were good enough, however, to decline the 

| conteſt. 


[ 
[ 
0 
{ 
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conteſt. The independent part of the com- 


munity are, I think, undoubtedly with us, but 


many of them ſo completely deſpair of re · 
dreh, that they have unadviſedly declined 
joining us on that principle. From this cit- 


cumſtance, from the ſhortneſs of the time 
allowed, and the unwearied attempts of our 


adverſaries, I am afraid our fignatures will 
not be very numerous, yet I hope they will 
be ſufficiently ſo to be reſpeftable. 
I remain, Sir, 
With the 9 refpedt, . 
| \Your's ſincerely, |. 
J. R. FENWICE. 


Dy zz, Dee, 45 1795 | 
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LETTER IX. 


From Taomas Bice, Ely to the Rev. 


neren, Dee. 105 1795+ 


My Dear Sir, , 
HAVE to thank you for tw letters, the 
laſt of which, though it failed to announce 


{hat deciſive ſucceſs fo ardently wiſhed for by 


your friends, and ſo juſtly merited by your 


own ſtrenuous exertions in this beſt of Cauſes, 


did not, however, fail to communicate. to me 
the agreeable ſenſations under which it was 


apparently written. That in ſpite of ſuch 


oppoſition you have been able to make ſo 


conſiderable an effort, * 
E 


Poe 


7 & ow © 9 6 Mid. Mos A. < 
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able importance, and it is more gratifying to 


learn that a future, more prepared, and bet- 
ter concerted attempt may be expected to 
produce oonſequenees fuvourable to the re- 
covery of Popular Rights. I hope too that a 
ſpirit of generous reſentment will at the en- 
ſuing Election rouſe the independent Free: 
holders of your County to attempt the re- 
moval of one whoſe deluſion or inſincerity 
renders him a dangerous inſtrument in the 
hands of ſuch a Miniſter as Mr. Pitt. 

. When 1 read your Hand-Bill “, I did ex- 
pect that you would be branded with the 
term Traitor, for the uſe of an epithet which 
is both innocent and appropriate; and it 
ſhews the miſerable weakneſs of their cauſe, 
that they have no other means of diſcrediting 
a conſtitutional do&rine than by calumaniating 
the beſt men who profeſs it. Silent contempt, 


* For this Hand-Bill, and for the Editor's Speeches at the 
County Meeting at York, on the 1ſt of December, 1795, ſee the 
preliminaty Papets of this volume. The Hand-Bill was approved 
and adopted by Friends in other Counties, whoſe prudence and 
moderation are unqueſtionable ; but from the adverſaries of the 
Rights of the People, both in the Country, and in Parliament, it 
received the moſt malignant, and the Editor may be permitted to 
add, the moſt abſurd conſtruction, . as a Treaſonable Paper, inſti- 

ting the People to forcible reſiſtance. At this diſtance of time 
(Febehany, 1804) the rage of the Monarchal Zealots has ſubſided 
with their fears ; and even they, perhaps, will now ackoow'edge 
that for this charge the Paper affords no foundation. Vet that 
Mr. Pitt, at the time. when this charge was urged in Parliament 
by one of his moſt paſſionate ſupporters, diſcountenanced it with 
very ſignificant marks of his difapprobation, the. Editot believes 
is trace; and he records it as a fact which proves the ſuperior 
judgment and candour of the Miniſter, The Editor himſelf was 
prompted to oppoſe his meaſures by no motive of perſonal ill- will 
to Mr, Pitt; ke ated from other conſiderations z -and he has the 
ſatisfaction to acknowledge that the conduct of Mr. Pitt to him 
has always been free, as be believes, from the meanne(s of perſonal 


28 
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2s you obſerve, is the beſt, anſwer to ſuch at- 
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tacks. Their poiſoned weapons will recoil 


upon thoſe who uſe them, unable to penetrate 


the adamantine ſhield: of Virtue and Truth. 1 
honeſtly believe that our Cauſe will be finally 


promoted by theſe, malevolent outrages, and 


particularly when perſons of diſtinguiſhed ho- 
nour and integrity are ſelected as the objects 


of them. Rage and et "can (never | 


make converts. 
E ordered: the Newcaſtle Ebrosia. of laſt 


Saturday to be directed to you, and I hope 


you have received it. It contains a very ac- 
curate account of the Debate at Durham, 
taken down in ſhort hand by Mr. Turner, a 
Diſſenting Clergyman at Newcaſtle, a man 
of very excellent character, and liberal at- 
tainments. In the Government Paper (the 
Courant) the ſame. Debate has been moſſ par- 
tially reported, and to fhew the credit of 
their ſtatement, I necd only fay, that Dr. 
Fenwick is deſoribed as ſpeaking. with his 
« ufual candour, in Italics. What are yon 
melined to think of thoſe who inſinuate a per- 
petual want of candour in that incomparable 
Patriot? A perſon wlioſe. integrity, judgment, 
and candour are univerſally acknowledged. 
But the effect of that ſpeech could not but 
excite the ſpleen of the diſappointed. The 
elegance, the urbanity, the perſuaſiveneſs of 
our friend upon that occaſion, and ſtill more 


than all, the affecting ſenſibility of his manner 


produced ſuch burſts, of warm and affection- 
ate applauſe, that if he had an uncandid ad- 
verſary preſent, it was not to be expected 1 


(32) 
his diſappointment could ſhew del, | except 
by anonymous miſrepreſentations. 

Our Northumberland Addreſs, praying for 
the Royal Negative, has been preſented at St. 
James's by Mr, Grey. The King received it 
very graciouſly... -; 

He has now the opportunity of becoming 
the moſt powerful and popular Monarch in the 
World. But the determined ſpirit of the 
Miniſter precludes all hope of this odious 
meaſure being abandoned. That his tran- 
ſcendent talents ſhould become ſubſervient to 
the ruin of his Countr s Liberties, is indeed z 
ſubject of the deepeſt regret; for had he 
maintained his original courſe, to what heights 
of proſperity and happineſs might we not have 


0 

| 

2 arrived, and advanced other Nations deſirous 
f and deſerving of Rational Freedom? Yet I 
f truſt this "is, not the age or country in which 
1 the ſyſtem of terror will be el long to 
s prevail. 

u I remain, dear Sir, | 

* with much eſteem, your's, 

a THOMAS BIGGE. 
t, 

d. 
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i167 tie "LETTER 1. 

From the 1 Drs ERSKINR to 
be Rev. C. WyvilL | 


1 'Sn4trortan Tarrin, 
.... "Covenr Ganvan, _ 


| Jan. 234, 1796. 

; Sir, 3 
you are earneſtly requeſted to take: imo 

your conſideration the form of Aſſociation 
entered into by the Whig Club, and recom- 
mended by them to their fellow ſubjects for 
ſignature. It is propoſed to ſign the Aſſocia- 
tion on ſlips of parchment, fimilar to that 
which is ſent to you, by ſigning only one 
name in a line, and adding to the name (in 


the ſame line) the place of abode, writing the 
words of the Aſſociation at the head of the 


flip. When as many have ſigned in your 
neighbourhood as you think are likely to ſign, 
vou will hive the goodneſs_to tranſmit the 
parchments ſo ſigned by a ſafe conveyance, 
addreſſed to the Secretaries of the Whig Club, 
at the Shakeſpear Tavern, Covent Garden, 
London. To * againſt accidents, we re- 


commend 


Fg. s sSg garage „ 


the the ieder of 
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commend it to you to copy into & bo, t 
be retained by you, the names ſigned; adding 
their places of abode ; and to enable us to — 
whether what you ſend is received; be ſo: good 
to intimate by a poſt letter what parehments 
you do fend, and by what conveyance; _ _ 


If this letter, together with the general 


declaration and reſolutions publiſhed: in the 
different Newſpapers, are not ſuſſicientiy ex- 

planatory, we ſhall be happy to anſwer any 
—— which * 1 think JENNER pur 
to ps. 

We have to ae for ais Freedom, 
which by the direction of the Whig Club we 
are induced to take, in conſequence of the 
zeal manifeſted by you and your friends in 
York and its neighbourhood, in oppoſition to 
the Bills ; and if we were to ſuggeſt, we 
ſhould ed that the ſame Committee which 
promoted the petition againſt the Bills, ſhould 
promote the Aſſociation for their. r 
caſe there ſhould' have been a peticion from 

&: 3 8 


. Oh bens ef Beese, 1798 


received the al: Aﬀent. 8 17950 
extraordinary ob. eng b of England was 
Erſkine, who from the 
Gere — 4 
noxigus laws, And on the motion of Mr, Fox, ſupported by the 


wiotie Duke of Bedford, whoſe loſs a whole Nation bas fo juſtly 


ata fu t period, it wn — to aſſociate 
ale. — the Pop f f 28 — 1 
— 5 in by every part o ountry 
de invited to join. And e pa the General Committee 


of the Whig — — of Janzry, 179 "1796, ie — ar rms 
that « Docloragion they: offend 3p be adopted 
al palin as the Declan of the Whig Clubyco which wa 
CT TIT eee 

tion. For this Declaration annezed Form of Aſſociation, 
ſee the Preliminary Papers, 


in. 
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your neighbour hood. We leave it, however, 
"bs your judgment and diſcretion to conſtitute 
Committee, and: to promote the Aſſo- 
ciation in ſuch manner as ſhall ſeem to you to 
be moſt conducive to the end. 
The mode in which we have proceeded 
here, is to ſign individually, or in ſmall bo- 
| dies ; and in caſe it is neceſſary to collect any 
large number for public diſcuſſion, we have 
daneſo by the fignatures of ſeven Houſeholders 
publiſhed; in the terms of the Act, . wh 
he n me of Mr. Pitt's Act. 


8 re humble Avi, id q 

et gg 1 15 T. ERSKINE, 
| Chairman. 
| — * — 
1 H itte 4 
| - ' LETTER u. N 
| F 
| jm the Ba. c. WyviL, to the Secretary 7 
| | | the Whig Club. - 


E 81 | . ar Bevalt, 
| aire Feb. 8h, 1795. 


moon day I hs 8 ſeveral doglitates 
on parchment of the Form of Aſſociation 
propoſed for ſignature by the Whig Club, 
- with Mr. Erſkine's printed letter incloſed. The 
1 packet, I ae Was delayed ſome time, 
= having been miſdirected to me at York. 
| 

| 


I have ſigned the Aſſociation; but I fear it 
cannot be tendered at preſent to the Free- 
holders of th imeighbourhood, without diſad- 
| L vantage 


ww ., ·Ä¶ [et . ß 


conſiderable change in the ſentiments of this 


(SE) . .. 
vantage to the Cauſe, At York, Sheffield; 


and Huddersfield, I believe, a large majority. 


of Inhabitants are inclined: to enter into this 


Aſſociation; but in other parts of the Coun- 


ty they are leſs favourably diſpoſedʒ in ſome 
places where the obnoxious Acts are 
proved, there is not zeal ſufficient to aſſociate 
for their repeal. In other Diſtricta, and thoſe 
the moſt populous paris of the Country, a 
great majority are violent in ſupport of theſe 
Acts, and every other meaſure of Adminiſtra- 
tion. I think an attempt to procure the 
adoption of the Aﬀociation by a, General 
Meeting of this County, or by Biſtriet Meet- 
ings in the different Ridings, would be unſuc- 
ceſsful at this moment, except, as I have al- 
ready ſaid, at Vork, Sheffield, and Huddersfield. 
But, before the end of the current year, a 


County ſeems likely to happen, from various 
cireumſtances which are unforeſeen, combined 
with others which are obvious and viſible to 
every eye. Ithinł it will be prudent to wait till 
this change has actually taken place, becauſe 
a premature attempt to aſſoclate would only 
tend to retard, if not abſolutely to prevent 
the adoption of that meaſure by the County 
at large, by the Ridings, or Let inferior 


Diſtricts, 


Bur if your Committee mould be inclined 
to think other wiſg, if they ſee any urgent 
reaſons for thing the Aſſociation in York- 
ſhire before it wer} likely to be d to by 


the County, or ob any conſiderable parts of 
it, WY» thoſe already mentioned, 1 ſhould 
be 


on :W-$ 


W 
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be much obliged if they would have the 


goodneſs to communicate them, and I will 
then conſult the principal Friends of the Af 
ſociation what it may be adviſable to do here, 


on conſidering the information which Way be 


given by the Committee. 
1 am, Sir, | n 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, ts 
. r . WYVILL. - 


— a * — 


LETTER] III. 


From R. W. CranRsON, Eſq; Alliſtant Secre- 
tary to the Whig Club, 20 the Rev. C. WrvIII. 


\- CommuTTErRoon, Shakypear Tavern, 
| February 15th, 1796. F 
Net Sir, 


HAVE the pleaſure to acknowledg ge oh 
receipt of your letter reſpecting the Aſſo- 
ciation, The Committee direct me to, ſay, 
that it is their intention to be guided by you 


in this buſineſs; and if you think that pro- 


poſing the Aſfociation now would be unſuc- 
ceſsful, they wiſh it to be delayed for the 
preſent. At the ſame time, they hope you 
will have the goodneſs Hg as as 
many ſignatures as you can. 


I am, Sir, 
76 Hh to, dreck your letters. in future 
wh Mr. E. all 124, Ee enk London. | 
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the precedent which the other {till more pernicious, 0 

law has eftabliſhed, of an infrin Parliament o "he fun- 
damental Charter of our Rights LF IA difgriceful to the character 
of the People, that their dejedtion and acquieſcence have already 


laſled eight years, though their patriotic Friends in Parliament under 


theſe diſcouraging circumſtances have perſevered with uaconquer- 
able forticude in proſecuting the grand object of their Aſſociation. 

But it is neither difficalt to coinprehend, nor preſumptuous to 
aſſert, that the loſs of Public Liberty, and the ruin of our limited 


Conſtitution muſt be the conſequence of a long-oontinued ſub- 


miſſion to theſe innovations, repeal of the 'I'reaſon mp and 
a Legiſlative condemnation of the — — Act, are objects of 1 
triotic purſuit, which muſt be ſecured, or every "other — o 


is till left untouched will be held at the pleaſure of 


Thopugh:by$a long ſeries of frauds, for ſome ages, 12 Houſe of 
Commons had been reduced nearly to the inefficience of a Mock- 
Repreſentation, yet the —_— retained ſome influence in that 
Houſe, and enjo R roportional degree of Freedom, while they 
retained the Rights which 
But under the To ſyſtem it cannot be thus; for the 2 
all paſt ages proves, that when the have been wholly ſtript 
of their political power, and reduced to hold their advantages, 
as Members of 7 wage the diſcretion of their Rulers, the 
— A advantages has — 1 the = of _—_ 
iti n Far t reat jority 
ane prnilges. "To Parlament of the Crow. Let 
No iavadon of the Bill of Ri = nd of ih foam of fy 
ing and writing be by. the 


Nation, either as 2 W 1 1 th People 


rudent Patriot now deprecates, and labours 
to avert, when TL loſt each re 


= 
Britiſh Nation muſt ſubmit to the aſſumption of abſolute | 


Far on by the 1 * mm the * of Rome, 55 4 
ir, the rod o tic authori ox attempt 

means to vindicate and or” np its Rights But it may be hoped 
that the multitude of deluded, but, not ill- in individuals 
may open their eyes (before it be too late) to of 
their exceſſive fears, their impliczt credulity, and blind reliance 
on the Miniſter, ONE AE 


were invaded by ee 
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icht by thoſe peaceful and rational means which by their co- 
— Oy _ not fail gr . hve on ed the 
'Conftitution dangeroufly, but not incurakly. ve injured 
their Fellow-Citizens * but not unpardonably ; they did it 
unadviſedly under the influence of deluſion. But when the delufion 
is paſt, when reparation is in their power, if they ſhould ſtill 
in fi — Form pernicious meaſures, they would in- 
cur the guilt of deliberate injuſtice; their laſt offence would be 
worſe than the firſt; and candour itfelf would condemn them with 
p ity. | "Ie. | 
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From the Rev. C. WrVILL to Wrran 
153+ LOL SMITH, Eſq; Ms Fo fi: yn Hu 
" 2, ©  BuxToN-HALL, April 27th, 1796. 
My Dear Sir, Ee 
1 HAVE been ſome time preparing for pub 
1 lication my Correſpondence with Mr. Pitt, 
the firſt part of which is now printed, and I 
hope my Bookſeller will have ſent you a copy 
very ſoon, after you have received this letter. 
The ſecond part, containing the Heads of Mr. 
Pitt's Bill of Reform, and a few Papers con- 
need with it, will not be ſuppreſſed entirely; 
but as Mr. Pitt is underſtood to deny my 
right to hold it as in truſt for the Public, and 
jn the preſent circumſtances to publiſh it, I 
thought it neceſſary to poſtpone the produc- 
tion of that Paper, and to ſtate to the Public 
muy reaſons for thinking I have the right 


* The following letters form but a ſmall part of the Editor's 
Cogreſpondence on the fubjeR diſcuſſed in them; but each of his 


+ honoured friends, Mr. Smith and Mr. Strickland, has taken ſo com - 


prehenſi ve a view of that ſubject, and given ſo accurate a deciſion of 
the points in queſtion, that ir — nance tel to publiſh more, 
eſpecially as thoſe points, however perſonally Intereſting to the 
Editor and to Mr, Pitt, are comparatively unimportant to the 
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which 


G 

which Mr. Pitt denies. I wifh to do my duty 
to the Public, but not in a way which the 
Public would diſapprove. I therefore ſhall 
be extremely obliged if you will have the 
goodneſs to let me know how the matter ap- 
pears to you, on peruſing the caſe, and alſo 
what you underſtand to be the opinion of other 
men of judgment and integrity, _ whom 


you may chance to conyerſe upon the ſubject. 
From your opinion, and * of a few other 


Gentlemen whom I mean to conſult, and on 


1 judgment and friendly good will to me 
ptirely rely, my conduct will be determined 


er to publiſh the Paper ſoon, if I have 
— and their concurrent opinion for it; or, 


f the reverſe, then to keep it back during 
to ſecure the future publication of it after 
the Public; and in this way, I traſt, I fh 
be able to do it in a manner that will be Gati 
factory to my own feelings. I. therefore 


favour of your inter, which 90. have 
great weight with, hs TE , 


Dear Sir, ee 
Vour moſt faithful . 3 
e ſervant, 
e W e. 
— | 1 05 
* wy WRC, | 


the life of Mr. Pitt, taking the beſt care I can 
his death. My only wiſh is to do my duty to 


mall be extremely obliged to you for the 


| 
i 
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From ene SMITH, Eſq; 1e the Rev, " 
„ WYVILL, | 


rale t dn mee. 


[008 wy 
My Dear Sir, | - NO 


INCE I laſt had the pleaſure of writing to 
you, I have carefully peruſed the Pam 
phlet which you were ſo obliging as to ſend 
me, and will now, though with great diffi- 
dence, give that opinion which you have 4 
me the. honour to requeſt. 

The caſe appears to me not whchoue its. 
difficulties. and with reſpect to, yourſelf, the 
moſt conſiderable lies, perhaps, in this point, 
that the very circumſtance of Pitt's apoſtacy 
from che Cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, on 
which you ground, (and in my opinion july. 
the propriety of your intended Publication) 
will be denied by his Friends, even by thoſe 
Reformersi who yet continue attached to him, 
while they will maintain that your perſuaſion 
of his inſinoerity not only warps your judg- 
ment as to the interpretation of ſome points 
of his conduct, bur alſo excites a reſentment 


and a deſire: of expoſing bim, to which, and 


not to your zeal for the Public, they will at- 
tribute the diſcloſure of the Papers in queſtion. 
They will alſo, I apprehend, aſſert that till 
Mr. P. becomes fo-unequivocally hoſtile to 
Reformation, as that his conduct an that head 
ſhall be given up as indefencible by thoſe whO 
1 05 wich him on general politics, he fill 

retains 


1 
i 
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retains his right to exact ſecrecy as to his 
former intentions; and poſſibly, tho' I know 
not with what degree of colour, they may deny 
your right as Chairman only of the Yorkſhire 
Committee, to give to the Public at large, 
uncalled for, what perhaps might have been 
meant for the confideration of that Body, 
previouſly to its being made generally known. 
On this laſt head, I think liitle, perhaps no 
ſtreſs can be laid; but I was not willing to 
omit any argument which ſeemed to me not 
unlikely” to be uſed. On the other hand, 


your reaſoning. againſt the validity of Pitt's 


claim to ſecrecy at tit time, appears to me to 
derive very great additional weight from his 


refuſal or neglef to anſwer the letter you 


have addreſſed to him on that ſubject, and to 
be, perhaps, concluſive. But I cannot pre- 
tend to rank myſelf among the unprejudiced z 
indeed,' in the preſent ſtate of polities in this 
Country, and of opinion as to Mr. Pitt, I 
believe the number of thoſe who have any 
right ſo to do, is very ſmall indeed. And 1 
am fully perſuaded: that whoever determines 
to take a deciſive ſtep in publie matters con- 
trary to the wiſhes; or hoſtile to the intereſts 
or character of the Minifter, muſt ſatisfy bim- 
felf with - an internal acquittal, and be con- 
tented to ſuffer that degree of centure which 
the partizans of that Gentleman, © hitherto, 
undoubtedly, the Majority, will not fail to caſt 
npon him; counterbalancing it of cburſe as 
far as may be with the approbation which the 
oppoſite party will throw. into the oppoſite 


_ The really Impartial, I fear, would be 
little 
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little more than “ the ſmall duſt of the bas, 
lance.” That you, my dear Sir, have both 
the internal teſtimony, and the fortitude, when 
you think yourſelf right, on due delibera- 
tion 4 ro ſcorn the Rabble s idle prate,” I have 
no doubt at all. And therefore a queſtion as 
material as any on ug preſent 0 ap- 
pears to me to be the amount of the advan- 
tage to be at this moment expected from the 
meaſure you haye in vie wy. Here I have more 
doubts: the extreme tor por of the People, 
which not even an expenditure e ally unex- 
ampled as to inutility and orofaſion has hi- 
therto been able to overcome, makes me de- 
ſpair of any good effects from the beſt directed 
efforts on any other ſubject whatever. Were 
it not for the conſolatory Nil deſperan- 
dum,” I ſhould almoſt think - Dei 
eſſet de Republica.“ But 1 x rmly be- 
lieve that what has been ſaid of the Ruſſian 
with reſpect to his back, may be applied to 
the Engliſhman with reſpect to his pocket. It 
muſt be flayed before he can feel; and I pro- 
feſs, in our preſent ſituation, I hardly — 
which moſt to dread, the ſufferings which this 
War is yet likely to bripg upon us, or the 
termination of it, before the Nation ſhall be 
completely .awakened: to a ſenſe of its real 
condition. Were I not afraid of ſomething 
like fool- hardy preſumption in the defiance of 
a foe who ſeems but too much to reſemble 
Heaven's Meſſenger. of Vengeance, I am clear 
that I ſhould think the latter the worſt branch 
of the alternative. I beg you pardon for 
this long intruſion on your patience ; 1 * 
ute 


dum - 
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bote it to any thing deen and bes 


eve me, 
Dear Sir, | 
Very farhflly your's, - 1 
WM. SMITH. 
3 1 am much obliged by yöur kind 
wiſhes on the ſubject of my re- election, which 
haas fortunately been attended with little trou- 
ble to me, and with as many circumſtances of 
Honour as are Pry to be met with in the 
preſent impure ſtate of even the moſt ar 
. Eelctions. N lane 
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= . LETTER II. eee 


Hen the "= C. WrVIII fo WiLLIAK | 
Sm1TH, Eſq; M.P. 


| HarTraroor, Jane you 1796 
"My Dear Sir, _ 4527 

THANK you moſt incerelyFfor- your kind 
letter of the 2oth' of this month. I re- 
queſted your opinion, becauſe! I highly re- 
ſpected your judgment; and whether it had 

been in favour of the right contended for, or 
otherwiſe, it would in either caſe have had 
the greateſt weight with me. I am therefore 
very happy to find you concur- with me 
in thinking that, under the circumſtances I 
have ſtated, the right to publiſh- the Paper is 
clearly eſtabliſhed. In this opinion almoſt all 
my friends and many others agree with whom 
I have no connection, and only have learned 
their opinion accidentally, or through. the 
chapnel 
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channel of ſome friend.. Two of my. gin 
have expreſſed a difficulty to determine what 
they think ſo nice , a. queſtion, . and | twe 
more have given an oppoſite opinion. Of 
theſe laſt, * H. Duncombe thinks it would 


be improper to uſe as an enemy what I had 


received as a friend; and Mr. Wilberforce; 1 
underſtand, on ſimilar grounds oenſures me 
with an aſperity Ill ſuited ta the can- 
dour of his mind. They ſeem, to lay aſide all 
confideration of what the Public might juſtly 
expect at, my hands; and what cenfure might 


SS +a 3% 


be paſſed upon me with much greater appear- 
ance; of reaſon, for ſuppreſſing what I had re- 
ceived as a Friend of Reform, and an Agent of 
the Committee. But beſide this, Mr. Wilber- 
force knows-that thro him I offered to return 


the Paper in queſtion to Mr. Pitt, if he would 


ſay it was meant as a private comm 
I till am willing to return it on that condition, 
with liberty to ſay to the Public, that was the 
reaſon why it was returned. But if Mr. Pitt 
will not, or cannot ſay this, how unjuſt is it ia 
him or his friends to treat my character with 
ſeverity, or to expect me to ſuppreſs a — 
without enabling me to ſtate the only: reaſon 


by which the ſuppreſſion; could be juſtiſied. 


At preſent, therefore, it ſeems to me, that [ 
am the perſon who may complain of i 
and not Mr. Pitt. I feel, however, the force 
of thoſe objections which you have conſidered 
with ſo much friendly attention; and I mean 
to obviate them by keeping the Paper i in que- 
ſtion till it be called for. cither by the York- 
ſhire Gentlemen, or by ſome. conſiderable _ 


# 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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lic Meeting in ſome. other part of the 7 
dom. By deferring the production of this Pa. 
per till the Public has become eager for Re. 
form, I ſhall ſhelter myfelf from cenſure, and 
at the ſame time I ſhall have the beſt chance 
of its making the impreſſion I wiſh, viz. to in- 
cline the Public to prefer a moderate plan ot 
Reform, which may probably be attained with* 
out a Civil War, to a more perfect and complete 
plan, which can only be attained by the over- 
throw ef the preſent Conſtituted Authorities, 
after infinite calamities and infinite hazards to 
Liberty, That great calamities await us, 
that many dangers threaten our” Liberties at 
preſent, is but too plain; and yet before any 
pacific: oppoſition will be reſolved on by the 
maſs' of the People in Ciry and County Meet- 
ings, there muſt be a great increaſe of both 
danger and calamity, at leaſt this is evidently 
the caſe in Yorkſhire. ' How much 


before ſuch Meetings will meditate force, 
"muſt be the evils felt, and the evils appre- 
hended. Before the People will become thus 


deſperate, let us hope a due mixture of pru- 
dence and vigour may avert the fatal alterna- 


tive of Deſpotiſm or Anarchy. Much I am 


ſure in London will depend upon your exer- 
tions, which, I doubt not, will continue to be 


marked by a due proportion of ſpirit and nio- 


deration., | "Oy 
Jam, with great regard and eſteem, 
Dear Sir, | | 
_ Your obliged and faithful 
1 i. 1. 4 
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WA 1: A 17 | 1 LNG 3: 10nd 
From W1LL1aM STRICKLAND “, Eſq; ta: tbe 
| *Of03"" Rev. C. Wyvilk. Rent bas 
28 | York, Tune 2813, ths.” 

My Dear Sir, 191 7 | ap 6 
1 AM now to acknowledge the receipt & 
three letters from you; the two ant | 

which I did not receive till my return to 
York on the day of EleQion, when any ans 
ſwer to them Would have been uſeleſs, aud 
have not written to you ſooner” on the Tubs - 
je& of the firſt, becauſe an immediate anſwe 
was not requiſite, and when 1 turned to thi 
ſubje&, I wiſhed ro give it the Fog erat 
and read your ſtatement with the Fare which 


— XX 


Us 


Bill of Reform, and ſome other papers con- 


f ene Mr. Strickland 
or his 1 £ 
been ied eIVIC > Tres 


tinguiſhed Patriots of our Country: at once 3 dicious, firm, and 
difirerdſtes, he is a fteifaſt Friend to Civil Li on the prĩn 


an adverſary to every; ſpecies of intolerance, to infragion of 
the Rights of Conſcience, for, truth cannot want ſuch means of 
ſupport, the Goſpel 0 diſclaims thera, and they re fit oaly 

ä nected 


- 


0: 
nected with it; and if you have a right, whe« 
ther -it would be prudent to publiſh them 


to the world in a Summary Explanation, ſeems 
to be fo .completely, the Foren. of the Pub. 
| y the poſleſ- 


1 
is 


that right, it does not appeat to be your wiſh 

| tas deprive him of it, nor ought he to be ſo 
deprived. That right, however, I have been 

| endeavouring to find, but can'meet with'no 
| | reſervation: that comes up to it, nor can l 
| ſuppoſe that che, feels himſelf to poſſeſs it, 
| otherwiſe it probably would have been no- 
ticed in an anſwer to your letter of July 1787, 
at which period no interruption had taken 
place in your unreſerved intercourſe; but 
you ſo explicity declare in your letter to 
Mr. Wilberforce of March 1793, and to Mr. 
Pitt in that of January 1796, and throughout 
the caſe lately publiſned your ä to 
557 91 * 5 re 
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' reſtore. the, paper; if MesFicrcould make any. 


claim tg1ite-0r - Prove, any. original imuaction. 


of ſeerecy,; that to my: canvittion;his. ſilence is 


an irreſragable proof that he can do neither; 
and if ſoa that the papet is a fee and 
yauſhave a right to — —— it in @way! 
Which you think molt likely the 
Public. ri % 20 3 Den 
I hae giyen the ſubject every conſideration 
in my power, placed. it in every point of view, 
that fnom the information 1 hays. before nd 
Lam able. and cannot hold any other opinion 
upon it! But Why waſte. gur time in“ this 
needleſs inveſtigation?! Let us, my dear Sir, 
ſpeak out the; truth the Bill, profeſſipg to 
promote 8 Parliamentary. Reform. Was one 
ſtep of the ladder by, which, its Author & 
pected to raiſe, himſeif tg. his ambitious, ele- 
vation; having gained that, and ſuppoſing 
himſelf; ſafely; ſeated on the ſummit; he 
thought it likely, to anſwer his punpoſe to 
kick down the ladder, and overwhelm along 
with-iz thoſe, who helped, to ſteady it uring 
his aſcent. The publication of the Heads of 


his Bill at this time will expoſe afreſh; his in- 


ſincerity and tergiverſation to public; genſure, 
and however he may affect to deſpiſe this, 
when facts are ſo incontrovertably proved, 
human nature, from; the compunctious feel- 
ings of which even mighty Miniſters are not 
always and entirely exempt, muſt winch. For 
this reaſon many will wiſh the public ation to 
be withhglg, but with ſuch we have nothing 

o do. It is the better reaſon for the Bill 

eing e * the right to * 


| (3) 
after the death of Mr. Pitt, it cannot admie 


wo - a queſtion ; all papers of the nat ure of the 


one alluded to are the undoubted property of 
the Pudlic ; they conſtitute the foundation of 
kiſtory; without them ſtarce any authentic 
hiſtory could exiſt; and as certainly as hiſtory 
is uſeful, fo certainly ought the Publie ro 
have the benefit of them. * 
On he policy. of immediate Pubiheation, 
though it is the moſt important part of our 
preſent. inquiry, I am the leaft c e of 
ing, not knowing the particulars of the 
Heads bf the Bill: You; and others who have 
ſen them, muſt be the beſt judges how far 
they may be likely to prove uſeful, for I have 
my dvubts of any lung at the preſent moment 
turnitg the attention of the People, or in- 
dueing them to exert an active interference 
for a Parliamentary Reform. Many are awed 
into ſilence, more corrupted, and the few that 
have remained true to their principles, unin- 
fluenced by the ſeduftions of the times, can- 
not, I fear, make any any efficient head againſt 
their opponents. 

Were the immediate oublication of theſe | 
Heads likely to have the delired effect, they 
ought not to be withheld z but -were they 


more likely to ſerve the cauſe” when the 


Public mind ſhould be turned to the ſubject, 
their preſent appearance would be impru- 
dent. In either cafe I hold your right to 
produce them, but, for reaſons before ſtated, 
L cannot ſay when that may be exerted with 


the 2 4 5 N. 
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. | 
The ſubject of your two other letters was 


of a temporary nature, and that time is paſſed ; 


however, I am glad to find you were not 
ſent to make the totlon you had 2 | 
tended. From the temper and principles of 
the Meeting, I am ſatisfied it would have had 
no effect, and prudence forbids" efforts: bo be 
made; when en with a derer | 
proſped of ſucceſs. ? 

I was preſent on 92 of Eic&ion, and 


can only ſay that it bare a very different 3 


from what we have ſeen. We once vindicated 
ourſelves from the undue influence of the 
Ariftocracy of the ane and conſequently 
ſtood high in our Repreſentation. and in Pubs» 
lic opiniou : we have do without a ſtruggle 
ſubmitted ourſelves to the mandates. of the 
Miniſter, aad are ſunk. in merited proportion 
in our Repreſentation and Reputation. ler 
Lam, my dear Sir, % 
Your's very kicerely and fairhfully, 2 
WX. STRICKLAND, 


the Previous, or Nomination Meeting of van it 
have pro- 


1 
was the intention of the Editor to have attended, and 


53 itical 8 on eke 
of the Lhe For thus —— endeavours were uſed by 
Editor to ſecare a reſpectable co-operation ; the letter here alluded 
to was written to Vir. Strickland, aad fimilar letters were added 
to other friends z but finding no 2 of ſucceſs, be gave up 
the deſign, and abſented We Trom the Meeting. 
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From the Rev. C. Weill to Ke, 0 
cd Eſq. | 


a 2 - 'F 

da W Pp 5 ws ar. 
AST night I rectwec weer 0 28th 
of June, and I haſten to return you my 
beſt thanks for your kind and friendly atten- 
tion to my requeſt, and for your very accu. 
rate examination of the queſtion on which 1 
wiſhed to know your opinion. I do aſſure 
you I have not found my own ſentiments ſo 
fully confirmed by any of the numerous com. 
munications I have received as by your clear 
and concluſive reafoning upon the ſubject. 
That Mr. Pitt and his adherents are diſpleaſed 
with my publication, I am aware; that ſome 
of them expfeſs their diſpleaſure in terms of 
great aſperity, I have been told, but my nn- 
eaſineſs at it has been almoſt daily leſſened 
by the increaſing weight of opinions in the op- 
poſite ſcale; and after your deciſive letter, I 
ſhall feel great indifference to whatever harſh: 
_ neſs of «cenſure may be applied to me by the 
perſons alluded to. At preſent, the ſtate of 
opinions ſtands thus: two of my. friends, via. 

Sir Cecil Wray and Mr. Peirſe thought it too 
nice a queſtion to give any decide? anſwer ; 
our worthy friend, Mr. H. Duncombe, thought 
it would be an impropriety to publiſh as an 
enemy what J had received (as he thinks) as a 
friend. His is the only adverſe opinion I have 


. and it is expreſſed with his uſual 
mildneſs 


2 
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mildneſs and candour; but I have alſo under- 
ſtood that Mr. Wilberforce cenſutes me with 
great ſeverity, aud, as L think, with equal injuſ- 

tice. Excepting theſ two opinions, every other 
which I have either received or heard of, con- 
curs with your's and mine, reſpecting the 
Right Abt fol Wich reſpect - the 
expediency of exerciſing that Right, I entirely 
agree with you in thinking that the deciſivs 
conſideration here will be, what is the proſpect 
of benefiting the Public by the publication in- 
tended? And to me it appears clear, as it 
does to you, that the Nation is not yet in a 
temper to pay due attention to ſuch a paper; 
and I certainly ſhall poſtpone publiſhing the 
Heads, till the Public is better diſpoſed. I 
wiſh to keep that paper back till the ſpirit of 


Reform is once more rouſed, and the Gentle- 


men of Yorkſhire may think it proper to call 
for its appearance, When:they are diſpoſed to 
make ſuch a call, I hope the Country Gegtle- 
tlemen in other parts may be inclined the ſame 
way; and then Itruſt my compliance with their 
Requiſition may tend to fix the attention of 
the Public on a moderatꝭ plan of Reform, 
and thus prevent our running into extremes 
at that critical ſeaſon which is certainly, and 
] believe ſpeedily approaching. Once more, 
my dear Sir, accept my cordial thauks, and 
believe me, with the greateſt eſteem and re- 
gard, eln | 3 53x) 
lf r e 
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NUMBER XI. 


Containing the EDirox's Letters to ſeveral Vor k- 
hire Gentlemen the year 1797, reſpefting 
a Meeting of the County of York, propoſed 
to be held in that year. : | 


LETTER I 


From the Rev. C. WrvILI 4% WiLLIAM 
24+ STRICKLAND, Eſq. 
7 Pires BuxToNn-HAL 1.2816, 1 
A SEPARATE Peace between France and 
- Auftria we are informed is actually con- 
eluded, or is on the point of being ſo. This 
Circumſtance ſeems very much to ſtrengthen 
the caſe of tlie Petitioners for Peace between 
This Country and France; and I have lately 
found from ſeveral letters from friends and 
ſtrangers, that the diſpoſition of this County 
is more favourable than it was for a General 
Meeting to petition the Throne or the Houſe 
of Commons for Peace, and for a'Redreſs of 
| Grievances. Would you join on the preſent 
occaſion in ſending a Reuifition to the She- 


Tiff to call a Meetipg of the Freeholders of 
the County of York to conſider in the preſent 
dangerous criſis * what properly may be _ 

; | what 


( 345 ) 
what legally can be done by them for the ſab 
vation of the Country,” -- | 

If yow-approve the preſent; time, and fuch a 
Requiſition as is abovę ſketched. out, you will 
have the goodneſs to ſignify your concurrence 
by the earlieſt poſt, which will very much en- 
courage me to proceed; but alone will not be 
abſolutely deciſive, This is my firſt applicati 
jointly to you and General Hale; and ugl 
I receive from both my old friends their ape 
probation and concurrence, I ſhall not take 
any farther eps in this buſineſs. 

Such a Requiſition as I have ſketched aut, 
I believe would be agreeable to Mr. Yorke, 
Mr. Hutton, Mr. Fowler Hickes, Mr. Elſley, 
and ſome other Gemlemen in this Country, 
It would be deſirable not to meet till near the 
end of May ; and if the Sheriff refuſes to-call 
the County together, notice of it in con- 
formity with the late Act of Parliament re- 
ſtraining the Right to petition, ſhould be forth 


with given, I think, and made as public as 


ime before the date of this letter the Editor hall 
ſome of his friends in bis immediate neighbourhood on 


fit, but found them generally averſe f 
well founded, that 


of this County, no ſafficient change of ſentiment reſpetting 
or | | taken 


ſtate of the Nation, 


( 34% 
\- LETTER H. 


From the Rev. C. W VIII tothe Rev. Edwarn 
Barbyrx. * | 
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"ow 11. * C | 15 BuxTox-Har, May 1, 1797» + 
Sir, 15 Jift 2: b | Sm <va 


N receiving your favour of; the 26th of 


April, I immediately conſulted ſome 
friends,“ whoſe judgment I much reſpect, 
and whoſe fentiments on public affairs I know 
are nearly the ſame, as my own on the pro- 
priety of calling a County Meeting at this 

_ 1 „ 5 2 | 33 ; 51677. time, 
whether, that object were the reſtoration, of the Bourbon Family, or 
eg memberment of France; and even the Manufacturers of the 


to wiſh for Peace. At that time ſeveral reſpeQable 


perſons In and near Bradford, through the Rev. Edward Baldwyn, 
a Gentleman perſonally a ftrapger to the Editor, though his learn- 
ing and his abilities were not unknown to him, conſulted him on 
the prudence of calling the Frechalders of Yorkſhire together, to 
unite. with other Counties in A his Majeſly to diſmiſs his 
Miniſters. In conſequence of that application, though Mr. Bald- 
wyn himſelf expreſſed hivapprehenſion that the Friends of Freedom 
would, probably, not ſucceed at a County Meeting at York at 
that time, yet the Editor conſidered it to be his duty to flate to 
ſome of his old and moſt teſpected A ſſoc iates the favourable 
change of ſentiment, which he conceived to/have taken place in 
Yorkſhire, and the probability that the ſeparate Peace then under 
negociation between France and Auftria, could not fail, when 
concluded, to increaſe the unpopularity of the War and its pro- 
moters; and if the excellent friends alluded to, ſhould concur in 
he meaſure, he ventured to ſuggeſt to them, he reſolved once more 
to engage in the extenſive and fatiguing taſk to recommend 2 
County Meeting to the independent Gentlewey of Yorkſhire, 


William Strickland, Eſq; and General Hale, from whom the 
Editor had requeſted àn immediate \guſwer,. wiſhing 47s to the 
Bradford Gentlemen to be delayed as little as. pofſible. Not having 
heard from either of his friends at the time he expected, he appre- 
hended their opinion to be againſt the expedience of a Mecting, 
and therefore he wrote this — anſwer to the application 
ſtom Bradford, The ſilence of the worthy General, no doubt, 
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time. I am ſorry to ſay they have not en- 
couraged me to proceed; and when ſuch men 
as I allude to either cannot attend, or are too 
apprehenſive of a failure to adviſe a Meeting, 
and therefore by their ſilence diſcourage the 
propoſition, I think it would be imprudent to 
proceed. I am very well ſatisfied with hav- 
ing done what, in the preſent fitnation=oF the 
Country, Public Duty ſeems to require; but 
| ſee no proſpect that any good can be done 
by. preſſing /a Meeting, in Yorkſhire in the 
preſent deſponding ſtate of the Friends of 
Peace and Reform; and therefore I mean to 
make no farther application to any of my old 


Aſſociates, and I anxiouſly - wiſh" that thoſe 
Gentlemen who have done me the honour to 


conſult me upon the ſubject, through you,. 


may be content to acquieſce a little longer in 


a ſtate of inactivity, however zealoufly they 
wiſh for a favourable opportunity, as 1 alſo 
do, to call: a County Meeting to accelerate a 
Peace with France. I do aſſure you, Sir, and 
them, it is matter of great conſolation to me 
to know that you and they approve my pub- 
* nn, and OY at Wan 12 


dow: cual the motives 1 conjetured; bub alter 
{ome time, in ſpite of the inſitmities of age, his active mind was 

rouzed by the proſpect of ſucceſs, and the Editor had the ſatisfac- 
tion to be joined by the eatlieſt of his litical friends then livi 
Mr. Strickland, the Editor ſoon found, was in Loon, and t 

diftance had unayoidably delayed his anfxer a few days, It was 

written with his oſual judgment and patriotic zeal; and the Editor, 

ivihg his friend to be inclined do the meaſure nn propoſe. tho' 

is concutrence was not yet given, and havi received re- 

ſpectabſle encouragement In his own neighbourhoo8, was induced 


to 'praceed with his correſpondence, : Requiſition i in 4 ſhott 


time after was ſigned; fof MRP Preliminary Papers, | 
10 F ture 
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tion. The ill effect of the Meeting in Decem- 
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eare to- give me your mm 


A am, Sir, 
Your moſt obediend; | 
humble ſervant, 
LETTER IM. 


From the Rev. C. WryII 10 Writian 
STRICKLAND, Eſq. 


Byaron-Ha, May gib, 1797» 


My Dear Sir, 
pune you entirely on the impolicy 
of 3 premature attempt to oppoſe. the con- 
tinuance of the War, by Popular M 
before the People have fel laſfciently how 
much they are intereſted to join in the oppoſi- 


der, 1795, has been evident; inſtead of weak- 


ening, it undoubtedly ſtrengthened Miniſters : 


FE foreſaw this at — time, but the Meeting 
being called by others, I did not think it right 
to withhold my concurrence. At preſent 1 


- think the caſe ſtands. nearly thus: The Mar 


nufacturers are greatly hurt by the War; the 


more moderate part of thoſe among them, 


who formerly oppoſed meaſures adverſe to 
the Miniſter, (I mean in December, 229 


are now in ſentiments with us as to Peace; 


ſome of theſe would operily ſupport us, and 


probably more would abſent themſelves, but 
wiſh us ſucceſs : this being ſo, the 8 
orles 


\ 
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Tories would be greatly weakened; and, on a 

balance being ſtruck, I think our Friends in 
the claſs of Manufacturers would a good deal 
out- number them. With' reſpect to the 
Country Gentlemen, I think they have felt leſs 
incofivenience from the War thaa the Manu- 
facturing Claſſes have, and many of them want 
ſagacity to foreſee, that, in the iſſue of - this 
moſt ruinous War, their intereſts will ulti · 
mately ſuffer greater and more laſting injury 
than even the Trade or Manufactures of the 
Country. A leſs proportion, therefore, of 


however, would join, and none would be zea- 
lous againſt us, I thinle, but the immediate 
Friends of Mr. Pitt, Lord Fitzwilliam, and 
the two County Members. But among the 
Yeomen and the Shopkeepers of this County, 
I am perſuaded we ſhould have a moſt decided 
majority z and their numbers, aided: by the 
increaſed ſtrength of the Friends of Peace 
among the Country Gentlemen and the Ma- 
nufacturers, would probably give great and 
ſufficient weight to the meaſures we might 
propoſe; ſufficient, I mean, to make it evi- 
dent that the unblaſſed ſenſe of the County is 
for Peace, and to make it uſeful that a Meet- 
ing of the County had been called; but ſuf- 
ficient to induce Miniſters to abandon the 
ruinous conteſt, I do not hope it would be, 
eſpecially as a General Election is at fo great 
a diſtance. However, it would have a great 
effect if the buſineſs were conducted with due 


prudence, and ſupported with as much vigour 


thoſe Landed Gentlemen who were formerlx 
adverſe, may be empected to join; ſeveral, 


Pd 
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as it ought to be, and as we have ſome reaſoff 
to hope it would be. Our chief difficulty 
would be to form a good Committee at Y ork 
in your abſenrr; ſhould your ſtay in London 
be ſhorr; that defect; would be ſoon com- 
pletely ſupplied. I think the ſentiments of 
our late moſt worthy Repreſentative are the 
ſame: as oürs; I did not apply to bim at the 
ſame time that I wrote to you and our friend; 
General Hale, from motives of delicacy, think · 
ing he might not wiſh to ſign a Requiſition, 
or at leaſt not to be forward and active in 
promoting ſuch a meaſure . IL therefore pro- 
poſed to apply only in caſe you and the Ge- 
neral encouraged me to do ſo. Fortunately, 
T ſhall have an opportunity very ſoon to con- 
verſe. with him here at Burton. I expect to 
ſee him on Monday: and though the General 
from his infirm ſtate of health declines en- 
gaging in the buſineſs, yet as you would ap- 
prove the meaſure, if Mr. H. Duncombe 
would join, I certainly ſhall propoſe it to him, 
and let you know the reſult as ſoon as poſſible. 
I forgot to mention, that I bave aſſurances 
from ſeveral reſpectable Catholics, formerly 
inactive, that they will attend a County Meet- 
ing, and ſupport our meaſures“. 1 am al- 
| „tun by lowed 


be Catholics of England, like the men of every other religious 
perſuaſion, no doubt are lovers of liberty ; no doubt they deteit op- 
preſſion, and therefore they cannot bat * the Conſlitution which 


affords them protection. 'The intereſt; of their Church, and the 
proſpect of enjoying power and credit under a Catholic King, re- 
eſtabliſhed here partly by theit aſſiſtance, may have miſled a conſt- 
deralbe portion of that body from the Cauſe of Conſtitutional Free- 


dom during the two preceding Rei In the preſent Reign that 
5 been clotef?; and the Gmbolice, if r red cpm 
. paetety 


proſpect has been clo bolics, if now reſto 
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lowed to name Mr. /Scroope,; Mr. Meypell, 
Mr. T. Meynell, and I.know:of others. 

' am, my dear Sir, unn bas. o 
Vaoich perfe&corthatity, n; 
fen 90 (21223 :..your's ver, 10 
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From the Rev. C. Wrvilr to Sir TaoM 
GaAsCOIGNE,; Bart. and other Yorkſhire 
Gentlemen. irt un vis on Hold: : ; 
t Burron-Hart, May 7th, 1797. 
1 My, N ar Sir, 
1 HAVE ventured to ꝓropoſe to ſome of our 
Friends a Requiſition to the Sheriff to call 
a County Meeting. Nothing is yet ſettle 
nor will be till to-morrow, when | expe 
pletely to the rights of Citizens, would probably be diſtinguiſhed 
as much as any, other claſs of our countrymen by their patriotic 
zeal for Civil Liberty. At leaſt, experience ſeems to confirm the 
ſuppoſition in no inconſiderable degree. **Releaſed from ſome of 
the iniquitous reſtraints of our perſecuting Patutes hy the increaſed 
liberality of the 3 age, they yet remain ſuhject to odious and 
rading diſabilities which ought to be reſerved for guilt alone, 
rived of the importaut Rights alluded to, but conſcious of 
their innocence, they ventured to indulge the hope that at no very 
diſtant period complete juſtice would be done them; and feelin 
a generous intereſt in the welfare of the Public, they antici 
the period of their full reſtoration to the Rights of Citizens. For 
the firſt time, ſince the expulſion of the Stuarts, the Catholics in 
1792 took a part, at Public Meetings, in favour of Liberty, and 
joſned their len to aid the efforts of other Friends of the Peo- 
to effect a Political Reform. And in 1797, on the occaſion 
of the overture made in Yorkſhire to aſſemble the Friends of our 
endangered Rights to petition for redreſs, many diſtingniſhed 
Catholics concurrgd in the meaſure, and the Gentlemen here 
named, whoſe friendſhip the Editor had long enjoyed, were 
among the foremoſt to eacourage him to proce. * | 
i . . d, F. 
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Mr. H. Duncombe at Burton, and mean tu 


_  propoſe-the buſineſs to him. If he ſhould 


approve and concur, the meaſure will be pro- 
ceeded with immediately, and you will be in- 
formed of it without delay. We truſt you 


are as fully convinced of the neceſſity of ſuch 


a movement as we are, and will favour us 
with. your concurrence and ſupport, if finding 
Mr. H. Duncombe willing to 2 with 
us, we ſhould reſolve to make ſuch a bots 


* e MI 144 


Is am, my deer Bin, 15 
| Moſt lincerely your faithful 
humble G 


-y 11 bardly needs to be obſerved, that 
this ſtage” of _ bulinels Is will be 


— L. 


LETTER v. 


Fron the Rev. C. Wrynt 4 Wal 
6 STRICKLAND, Eſq. | 


 Buzxron-Hail, & aefay Eyexing, 
May gth, 1797. 


My Dear Sir; 
O * R worthy Friend, Mr. H. Dends 


would willingly Gen a Petition for the 


Removal of Miniſters, but declines ſigning a 


Requiſition, not wee Re in perfect health and 
ſpirits to attend y Meeting, He 


| ſeems to think it will bs poor to 1 * 2 
. Untle longer; with which opinion I am very 


* 
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ready to acquieſce, eſpecially A o 
meet your approbation, as I conc 
Vet we mult be cautious not t9:incur; the = 
ger of being too late with our remonſtrance, 
to the Throne, and fo ſuffering matters to 
take aRevolationary-mrn-by wing 20 ob- 
tain a more deciſive majority, It was with a 
view to anticipate Yhis danger that I made the 


overture. to Jop and | General, Hal le... Beli dere 


me ever, 
Win the greateſt Eteemm 


Dear Sir, 9 3 


5 


„ 7 H. . 
; 143; 1 ws . 146k c 1 7. 
p. avs 4 Q unde FR Duncombe. do 15 
friendly to . a moderate Reform, awd 


deſirous of the removal of Miniſters, 95, the, 
means to qbtain,thels ohjecta. Still. however, 
he muſt be underſtood, Fr is highly rea 
ſonable he ſhould, „as not. pledging Wnelf to 
ſuppott any Perigian for Peace, however ima 
properly Worded, or chowever., dangerous, in 
— tendenty. For myſelf alla; Liwiſh; to re- 
ſerye the ſame latitude of judgment reſpecting 
the tendeney and of wording any Petition 
or any other meaſure that might be bronght 
forward. I have only to add that I have had 
few letters from frieods,. having written few, 
till L heard from you. Bat What I have re- 
ceived have in gederal been encohraging 
I think it would by right to extend our com- 
munications, and concert all preparatory mea- 
ſures as, much 48 pollible, that we may be 
ready t to advance OY on We * 
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| of Mr. — re infect l. That would 
remove the only remaining difficulty which 


it would be 1 for the friends of, Mr. ite 
to i 


Ex Near 
1 ts e 1 
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LETTER VI. e WG: 


T. the 155 C. Wyynt to R. S. at es 
| =p and Mes Gemlemen. 


ils besten hatr, 10th, I 
246 Sir, as T 
R. H. Duncombe has juſt left "eg 

On conyerſing, with him laſt night by 
6urſelyes,' 1 found him willing to ſign a Peti- 
tion for Peace and moderate Reform, and for 
the removal of Miniſters,” as the means to at- 
rain thoſe objects; but he declined" to figna 
Requiſition'for a County Meeting, becauſe he 
finds himſelf too inſirm to attend. Vet ſtill 
bope a Meeting will ſoon take place If Mt. 
Hammond ſhould return re infect, the laſt pin 
would be taken down, on Which rhe friend 
af Miniſters might hang à doubt. Wirk a 
view to that circumſtance our communications 

will be extended, and every preparation will 
be made to dall ourſpises of che Ueelſve 
ehange of ſentiment which it muſt unavoldably 
produce. Upon the whole, this overrure has 
already 2 that "et Teeter ANI ce 


Counts 


+, Eocoqraged mea of Mr. Pepe the 
extent here Ae ea eded ce all rapidity in 
power to communicate SU rent Body of Yarkſhire:Gen- 


— the Fotm of — en. 
celiminary Papers, *- 
18 


0 5 1. CS pi © ³mN OT THe TP In OOO 


„ 
is much better than it was in 179 f,. and that 
we probably ſhall be able to come forward 
with effect in a little time. I am particularly 
happy at having our late worthy Repreſenta- 


tive engaged with 8 as far as 1 nne 


Excuſe haſte, an d believe me, EL 5 
Dear Sir, 11 20 
: ,  Gordally e ng liv. 


Fo ; : +4 . " 
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From the Rey Wee to * Hike © 
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TIO NT . 


| 5 the hobour 1 Ge: your 
Grace's conſideration, a Requiſition to the 


Sheriff to call a County Meeting, which I have 
ventured to propoſe, and to which I have al- 
ready obtained as many ſignatures as in ſo very 


ſhort a time I could expect. It is not thought 
adviſable by thoſe I have conſulted that the 


Requiſition ſhould go to the Sheriff with- 
out a liſt of at leaſt o names ſubſcribed, and 


the expeRation of more coming in, during 
the courſe of advertiſmmg it. It is propoſed 


to call the , Freebolders, and not, as has been 
practiſed in ſome. other Counties, the Iubabi- 
tants, that we may avoid diſguſting the Gen- 


try, who are not yet ſufficiently recovered 
from their alarm, 


, » 4 Z 2 | l It 
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| zack! il intended that the prayer of the petition 

. Mold be“ to difmiſs Miniſters ;” but the pur- 
I Lie of tlie Meeting is ſtated in the Requiſi- 
kion 1 er terms, that we may have liberty 
to adapt the premiſes of the Petition, and alſo 
the Reſolution to what We may diſcover to 
be the general ſenſe of the Freeholders, and 
= Hari) ſelves, as far as we can, of the favour- 

fition. of the Meeting. 

If theſe ideas ſhould be fortunate enough 
to meet your Grace's approbation, I under- 
ſtand from Mr. John Milnes, that you are 


ech to meet the co-operation of many re- 


rſons in and near Wakefield, 
7 Kees Sp Tearkedt roi him you are ex- 
pected to be aboiit this time. In that caſe I 
ge that a County Meeting, ſupported by 
your Gtace and the Gentlemen alluded to, 
would prove that the ferife- bf a Majority of 
the Freetiolders; falphycraken, is for _— 

io Diſmiſſion of Miniſters. 
It is highly probable chat in ſix e a 
; 2 deciſive majority would be for a change 
of Men and Meaſures but the tendency to a 


hat I acknqwledge my earneſt wiſh that we 
may meet at * While it ſtill ſeems poſ- 
ſible that the inter poſition of the County of 
Vork may prevent the incalculable evils to 
which à Revolution would ny ive 
- birth. J  F-baveahe honour to be, 
— My Lerd Duke, Wo 
* "Your Gract's weſt ier 
Ee VI an humble rann, ph 
| V. WIVILL. 


Revolution ſeems to be o rapidly increaſing, 


a * 
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PS. No prevent beehrt ee Lyy 5 
beg leave to ſuggaſt./that it ĩs ent Th 
they. he e pry Boho onld. 

ve authority for ing their, names to, 
W in poploratity,avith the, Jats 
Bill, in'caſe the Aberiff :ſhould give -gegative 
to the Requilitio „ 1 26207 | 


en AS14200 6437 
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From the Rev. C. WiWi! to RobzRr 
A a bi ef „ N 


ET 2 117, 1797» 
Dear Sir. 


HAVE ventured te to propoſe the! Requiſition 
on the other half ſheet; andi - = your 
apprahati 118 i that o 


xg, to fend it to. 11 


co 5 ight Hay 
e Te Pat 5H chile Foe 
not, 125 YEA 0 * a J! 50 
. Fe ateſt Kite e .be Zoe In 
York will be the Formation « Collagen 


as ſooh as. e ee and. that. a I; fv 
weig nt ou can, in it örder 
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2 —— anſwer was received 
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; be ſacgeſsfal, .; .. Wie ä 220 a: 2c) mn imd | 
Hon graphs 


| * ws) 
| Fraphs in the Newſpapers, and to take every 
2 Proper meaſure 'which may be. —_— 
m and animate the People. 
= ve happy to hear'you and your Friend | 
in York approve the motion I have e 
to make *, and am, with 1 7 2 700 
| "Dear _ 211 ©: 


2. Very ſincerely your's, 
EE = © C.WYVILL. 
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| From the Rev. C. WyviiL to M n 
+ =  » CONSTABLE, Eſq. | 


80 | 1. deren. Moy 19th, 1799. 
65 1 80 

PHE AY to 4 Revolution in Uk 

Country ſeems rapidly to increaſe, and 
if no attempt be made by the independent 
part of the community to ſtop. Miniſters in 
their Wer . iu a ſhort time it may 
be impo 1 eta the terrible. evils 
which ng a pi ill ivevitably produce. 
With this view Thave thought it my duty to 
propoſe the Requiſition on the other half 
Nr to many Gentlemen in this part of 
Torkſhire, from ſeveral of whom 1 have re- 
ceived anſwers of approbation ; from more [ 
have not yet heard. Howeyer I feel ſufficient 
encouragement, from what I am now able to 


collect, to proceed with the buſineſs, and to 
offer the Requiſition | to your conſideration- 


N 1 
"A 0 


2 


— ( 2 K 


on r 


2 — 1 AIRAmg 


88 


＋ * 


in me. is not at preſent to pus your name 


muſt ſay, that in = part of the Country I 
| 4 


L360 F 
Should qu think the attempt : likely 


uſaful to the, Public, I am. certain;ir will 


_ with;yopr ſupport, which (vill; give, me th 


greateſt ſatisfaction and encouragement ; and 
I flatter my ſelf, if the, buſine(s mould appear 
to you in a different light, I ſhall at.lealt hay 
the conſolation to know that Mr. Conſtabie 


fully ſatisfied that my conduct on the preſent 


occaſion is directed by the view above ltated, 

T7 OG SO OY gs 2k 

Wich great eſteem, 
. Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


' * *C Yy ILL. 5 
: 5 »y4 . * „ W C * . p mY » 


* 
. - ; F þ , # "Io 
. g 2 , . p 1 4 
" „ # wo 2 # 5 y - [ 5 \ 4, „ 
17 1 rn 1 Re RT © f 
Wi — — 1 
— mne ” - : „ 3 LAY l ” 
#\ . ' 3774 ST 3. N „ — — Gere 
4 . * * 11 — 9 714 ; * L * + & + 7 1 1 * . 18. 


ee 199 ee en ne 
ow LETTER . blood 
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L141 + 7 Buxroxn-Hait, May 196h, 1797- 
Feb. Fatt: 1 nenne.. e. a 
c 
W way in which I can ſatisfy wy- 
1 cd ar property in any degree expreling 
of the canfidence you mr 


as a ſubſcriber. Ss = wt | $4 .- abt GIS 
what probably may be; the. diſpoſition of the 


: 


4 — 


: 
- 
- 


my grateful 


Gentlemen, and Jee a hetter chance than I 
no do, of our being able to come forward in 


a reſpectable manner, ſuch as you would be 
content with, then I ſhall, be happy to avail 
myſelf of your kind indulgence. However I 


have 


\\ 


* 
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, 

. 

. 
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(36) 
have met with greater ſucceſs than I Ex 
pected; and eyen now I am much inclined to 
ink a 72 Meeting ſhould and will take 

place. Or is this; in a fortnight or Tek 
I hope, te dene a liſt of ſixty - reſpectable 
names. That indiſpenſable requiſite 'being 
obtained, I mean to advertiſe a previous 
Meeting at Ring roſe's of the Su ſeribers, and 
of all entleten who wiſh a change of men 
and meaſures, in order to lay before them 
material papers, conſider ' our ſtrength, and 
form ome concerted: plan for acting with 
vigour Af unanimity. If at that Meeting it 
ſhould be thought adviſable, the Requiſition 
may be ſent from thence to the Sheriff; or if, 

after making theſe, exertions, our ſtrength 
ſhould be thought not clearly ſuperior to that 
- oppoſed” to us, we may find various ways of 
making a handſome retreat, and there will be 
a great adyantage gained in having obtained 
the declared ſupport of ſuch wart fear 


zentlemen as Mr, Dodſworth, lonel Coore, 
e M Petition, Ia Moving takes place, 
ot be be lekt Fill near me Pay bf Maeun to 
drawn uß according td the hen & 
'curnſtances.” If faite weer 55 


make Pe ce, it, will narrow the premit 
1 5 8 wp er of kl ee ini 
1 grounde 9 "Fo by however, 
lth; be 4155 3 26 nds. 80 
"will ainly rel al 
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Fron che Rev. C. Wrvit co EDWAAD | 
-_ © Consrante, EQ. 


5071 us whe „„ -BuavoHailr, Mey ack, 1797, 
Dear Sir, % n AN 


«a % 


I Have ventured: once more to propoſe to the 


County co meet with a view to petition the 
Throne for a Redreſs of Orievances in Eng- 
land and Ireland, and n ſpeedy Peace; and as 
the means to inſureſhę attainment of thoſe 
objects, ta ꝓtay fon a Mſmiſſal of Miniſtera. 
Id this part of Noxkſnire, the Country Gen- 
tlemen; L hope, wil pretty generally concur. 
In the Mell. expect the (wealthy Manufag- 
turers, ho hold contracts under Goveru- 
ment; will be vehement on the other ſide. 
uf yon, Sir, ſhould, fertunateiy for the 
Country, ſee publie affairs in the lame light 
as we do in the North, and agree with us 
that it is Aigh time to endeavour to ſtop Mi- 
niſters in their hazardous career, I own, 1 
hall i begin to hope / we may ſuccsetd in the 
well meant attempt to ſave the Country from 
thaſe dungerdus entremities to high we, are 
4 rapidly chaſting. 44 260. 02 Hd ba. 
1101: Þtavel ther hbnaur tobe, 2 nie it. 
bavnmffyadarivin v of nos tt nn: 

s 10 ons 1% ge! 
Sd fit biuodt. Your fal ſerxant. 
bod dein Of nul „C. WYVILL, 
v1 to yes. 4 ee es vtec! 
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LETTER xU. 


Rn tech to Newer Para 
* AD . 


& r 1 ' Bozron-Hau, Mey 234, 179% _ 
"My Doſe Sir, Is IST ; 
' PERSEVERE in my-parfule but 1 mein 
| neither to be raſh nor obſtinate ; far leſs 
am I capable of ſlightiug the counſel of ſuch 
Friends as yourſelf and Mr. Strickland. But 
I am encouraged to puſn the buſineſs a little 
farther by two eonſiderations ;-the firſt, that I 
have received great ſupport in the North» 
Riding; the other, that the Country Gentle 
men in the Weſt, I underſtand/ are much 
with us, although io the Towns opinions re- 
mai in nearly the ſame ſtate as at the 
ning of the War. I therefore preſs: the 
Requlſition as faſt through the Cqunty as I 
can, meaning, in about ten days time, to re- 
queſt a previous Meeting of the Requifſitors 
and of thoſe who are friendly to à change of 
men and meaſures, but who. have not ſigned 
— Requiſition. By this previous Meeting, 
T hope, the comparative ſtate of our ſtrength, 
and that likely to be oppoſed to us, will be 
well weighed; the ſtate of the Negotlation, 
too, may then be known: if Mr. Hammond 
by that time ſhould be returned without a 
Peace, our game is ſure j if he ſhould ſtill be 
negotiating, the County Meeting may be de- 
layed, by appointing another Meeting of the 
Requiſitors at a * . n ſo at 


* 
- 
7 00 2% 


_— 


„ 
to have that point of u peace at preſent aſcer- 
tained. And if,; after all. Hammond ſhould 
return with the Preliminaries of a_ Peace 
ſigned; e may effect a retreat, I conceive, 
without any leis of character or credit. So 
that you ſee, my good Friend, I mean to can- 
vaſs rh6 Coonty only; but not to take upon 
myſelf the reſponſibility of either ſeriding the 
Requiſition to the Sheriff, or ſuppreſſing it. 


And now let me add another line or two on 


the ſtate of my liſt. It now contains about 


40 names of which about 24 or 25) art the 
names of perſons Who were either neural or 
hoſtile in 1795 · I expect anſwers to 60 or 70 
letters very ſoon, and perhaps I am not too 
ſanguine in ſuppoſing they may add to my 
liſt 2 5 names, or more, beſides the very con- 
ſiderable force in reſerve, Mr. Fawkes and his 


For, wiſhing it be the act of the Country, I 
have yet applied to no Peer except the Duke 
of Norfolk. But of the-progreſs of my can- 
vaſs you ſhall be appriſed again very ſoon.— 
In the meanime Wanne 
und eſtree umd ĩðͤò ty Lan 


st 4% 4: Dear rt t 


rn Menn 1 215 12271 Your's ever, 
643 . ene -J wg? 8 
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Friends, the Lords and their Friends, &c. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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_ Fent; or thoſe of 
min your judgmem and integrity is: as great as 
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From rhe Rev: C. WyvitL'to WIIIIan | 
Ares BIA... 


«40:3 JD DNL I IH Tr: 1 A. 
* uy be. res lun. May 1f, ak f 

We Vo To fire tek; 
"HIS mornin ng 1 I received your kind letter 

of the 2oth. I am juſt going to Rich- 
Aon, to get the increaſed Liſt printed; but 
L muſt ſtop to write a very fe line. 
In the firſt place; I thank you moſt cordi- 
ally for the truſt you place in me, of which 
you may be well aſſured I Mall make» none 
but the moſt cautious uſe. I mean not to 
print your name of gir G. Cayleyls, at pre 
vo ther Friends who have 
honoured me with a Gmilar confidence. Mine 


can be, I think, im any man: I fei happy in 
your's, and ſhall remember it nende 7 


| 25Jong s be ts od ode boy us 


16 {h& gem $1606, V ul niet 
fering the Requiſition to che Sheriff till the 
point be aſcertained. hat v are not to have 


2 Peace al 4. In that caſe, notwithſtand- 


ing the Fape of ch Contractors and other Clo- 
thiers and Merchants in the Weſt-Riding, 

which I preſume would be manifeſted by 
them to as great an excels as in 1795, J think 
we ſhould be ſupported well by the Landed 


Intereſt in b unk and probably ſnould be 


ſucceſaful.” In the North-Ridiog, the diſguſt 
at 


, 


| ——  . 
at the continuance of the; War is yery Arong 
indeed. Believe me, 11 41029712 ee fre 1 


Nn dnl. dearcgir, 0 56 
With cordial eſtesm and reganil, s 
200 % Your'sjever, 1K | 
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THEN 8 you, a fely potÞs gd, 
our affairs were in a leſt I Fa 
pats, than I had expected, and I could not help 
expreſliag; to you ſomo doubt of our teck at 


a County⸗Meeting, unleſs, the. Landed Gen- 
6 c or ward With greater 


ſpirit. + I haye now: -4 leaſure. to inform 
3 that I have reegived 
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very Lonſideradle a 


port indeed within theſe few days. Lex- 


pect my inereaſed liſt back from the printer 


. by. &xpreſs to- day, to fave the polt, if poſſible; 


but, lelt it ſhould. not arrive in time, I will 
juſt mention that the. preſent number is 55, 
many of them of 6: greateſt reſpectability, 
and about 30 are freſh names, that is, names 
of Gentlemen who were friendly to Mr. Pitt 
and his meaſures till lately. I am fo far from 
deſponding, or haying any thought bf abandon- 
ing the idea of a County Meeting, as I under- 


ſtand our Adverſaries have reported, that I am 
clearly 


TY 


i @ pad pat. 


Hammond's return without the Preliminaries 
of a Peace, we ought to meet with as little 
delay as poſſible, eonſiſtent with the giving of 
due notice. And that there is every ka 


to believe the Meeting of the County in that 


caſe.would. be. decidedly favourable to our 
meaſures... If Hammond's miſſion thould have 
a different iſſue than that firſt ſuppoſed, a pre- 
vious private Meeting would {lil be neceſſary 
to determine the qu whether to ſup pore 
or tender the Requiſition to the Sheriff 
I have been intruſted by ſo many ——— 
of the higheſt reſpectability in a buſineſs of 

ry great public importance, I hold myſelf 
abſototely rel ponſible to them; and in * 


event of Mr. Hammond's 1 a p 
vious Meeting conceive mou be called; and 


certainly will be called as Toon*as the proper 


time for it ſeems to be In order that 
they may then conſider what ls expedicht after 


having inf] pected material Papers, and conſi- 
dered the diſpoſition of the County,” and the 
Probability of doing good by their inter poſi- 
tion. In the mean time, Sir, if-you'approve 
theſe ideas, it is my earneſt requeſt that you 
will promote the ſignature of the Requiſition 


to the utmoſt of your power. A large addi- 


tion in a few days will probably be made, and 


the ſituation of the Public ſeemis to call for 


ſuch a meaſure more diſtinctly than ever. 


- Jaw, Sir, with _—— 
., 1 ,, your W ichful fervant, ” 
| 1 8 WIV III. 
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"LETTER XV * 
From 1. as =- Wh to. tht Duke if | 


* Nonruonann.anD.s. + bet 4nh2ntnl 


gert n - : Sta — 122 4 


* pe: Gen a TD j 3 15 Denar. 


e 5 . 2 2999, 1797+. 
ant iis > et => 
I HAVE the hondur to 3 Jour 
Grace's conſideration the iocloſed Requiſi- 
tion to the High Sheriff of this County to call 
a Meeting of the Frecholders, in order to pe- 
tition the Throne for a Change of Men and 
Meaſures. If the Requiſition is fortunate 
8 to meet your Grace's approbation, 
entlemen who have engaged in this bu- 


ſineſs flatter themſelves they ſhall be favoured - 725 
with your ſignature and active ſupport ; and 
if your Grace's health would permit, — 


would even indulge a hope of your perſonal 
attendance on the day of meeting, which 
would be received with moſt ſincere reſpect 
ond —— by them, and by, my Lord, 


Tau :Gruce? moſt obedient | 
b The Harem: ſervant, 
\- 4 r 466k RY PE: WYVIEL.F 


A nearly Halber ee 
Thanet, {ord Geoge Cavendiſh, and other diſtinguiſned perſons 
connected with Yorkſhire. The: Duke of Northumberland and 

T hanet concurred in the meaſore, and in the moſt handſome 
manner tranſmitted their -, av 0" vl to the Requiſition. 

Lge um nag > the Editor has found 
himſelf * yy * from his * hitherto, and to 
publiſh his ſhare of ſeries unaccompanied by the i 
which he had the honour to receive, either from the No- 
blemen to whom this letter was addreſſed, or from” the numerous 
Body of Yorkſhire Gentlemen to whom he had applied on this 
occaſion, W 


( 368 ) 


ſed Requiſition he wiſhed to 
, and the a on ſtrong] 


_— ſoon convinced him that the Correſpondence in — 


— i they a A Na oF de 


and the wiſh to do 3 ſuppreſſed. thee 
Ineof this 3 vin. on the 6th of June; 7797. a nu- 
of Gentlemen, friendly to the in- 


— was at York; and a "97; The 


— Pawns ere dof 0 1797. 
— — Ned 6s A8. l 2 


Requiſition which was ann Mm con ion of the 
dtilemen aſſembled, 85 tie cad if the' = 
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From the Rev. W e tw] N racer, 
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bones l. Ie 60. 17 
10 Der Gr. * . Pr 
HE poſt has aſt brought me: Strick: 
T land's e from London; the buſinefm 
remains undecided, but as he Me till 
it is clearly;aſcertained whether we ſhall 
an adequate ſupport, I think a County Meet- 
ing likely to take. place. I expect our late 
worthy Repreſentative, Mr. Duncombe, at 
Burton on Monday next, and as [ find he con- 
ſiders our ſituation in as awful a light almoſt 
as we do, and expreſſes ee eee 
tion at Mr. Pitt, I think he will not be averſe 
to the meaſure propoſed. If he agrees "A 
a Requiſition, I ſhall require no more. I 
as in that caſe I ſhall be pretty much engaged 
next week, I will not cloſe my letter here 
n Mas Ih abs of thoſe 
meaſures, which, if a Meeting d be 


fected, ie would. be expedient, and was my in- 
| Aa tention. 
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L II * 


and the Conciliation of Ireland, intending to 


(350) + 
tention to propoſe. I entirely agree with you 
in thinking that a mere Requeſt to Majeſty to 
change Miniſters with a view to a ſpeedy 


Peace, however +acceptable to ſome of the 


Minority, would on our part be very impolitic. 
Your reaſoning on the ſubject is ſtrong and 


deciſive, and your conduct on the . 


by A. B. is worthy of your enlightened pakri- 
otiſm. The Sketch of a Requiſition which 
ſent to my two Yorkſhire Friends was drawn 
up in the ſame ſpirit in very general terms: 


the Freeholders were to be invited © to con- 


ſider, in the preſent ; perilous circumſtances, 
what properly might, what legally could be 
done by them for the ſalvation of the Country.“ 
In the Petition which I would haye offered, 
and which I ſtill hope to offer to them, I mean 
to include Peace, the repeal of the two Bills, 


propoſe in ſeparate Reſolutions the Reform 
of Parliament, &c. by which means the grand 


vt 
* ; 


| Fren the Re. 0. Wurms ae ig Baca, 


das; det Arad ot et Doo Con Re ode 


l be increaſed; in Tor 
ſin ron We 


— —— Tied th 
| Meetogs war call than any of letters in the former Num- 


(an) | 
P. S. If the Reſolutions far Reform ſhould 


be warmly approved by the Meeting, it would 


be eaſy to follow them up by inſtructions to 


the County Members, by authorizing the 


Sheriff, or ſeven Perſons in compliance with 
the late Reſtrictions, to call a Meeting. in Oo- 
tober to petition Parliament for a Reform in 
the Repreſentation, or by a Petition brought 


forward immediately after the Reſolutions, as 


. 
might ſeem to render moſt adyiſable, In, this 
manner I think the Cauſe of Reform may be 


| ſerved with as much effect as in the; preſent 
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MV Dear Sir, E | 2 

I WRITE two "wu in great halte, to 8 

and to our excellent friend, Dr. Fenwick, 

who you tell me will be with you ſoon after 
you will receive this ſhort note. 

I find bere timidity and heſitation, AE) 


with abhorrence of the preſent meafures. By 


delay, our ſtrength and our courage would 


oe 


ſobjoia this ſhort feries of leben 
in Yorkſhire, in E 
15 65 the ſame ſubject immediately 


Aa 2 mean; 


> + FÞþ (372). 
mean; but in the ſame, or perhaps à much 
greater degree, the tendeney to a Revolution 
would be increaſed, and the increaſed calami- 
ties of the War (while we were waiting with 
a view to obtain the greateſt degree of ſtrength 
poſſible) might plunge the Country in irre- ; 
trievable ruin. We ſhall not meet at all with- 
out the certainty of the acceſſion of ſeveral 
reſpectable friends, particularly of our late 
worthy Repreſentative, Mr. Duncombe. 
But if he ſhould give his affent to-day, the 
buſineſs will undoubtedly go on. Parliament- 
ary Reform cannot be made the moſt promi- 
nent feature of the tranſactions of the Meet- 
ing; but in various ways, adapted to the de- 
gree of zeal and ſtrength of our friends, it 
may be brought forward, and we may thus 
lead the Country, as in the year 1779, to 
more deciſive meaſures hereafter in its ſup- 
port. Excuſe haſte and inaccuracy. I only 
wiſh to ſtate moſt briefly to both my worthy 
friends my reaſons for coming forward with- 
out waiting for a greater ſtrength, which the 
delay of a few months would probably infure, 
and my views in propoſing a General Requi- 
ſition, which will enable me to bring forward 
Parliamentary Reform in ſome ſhape or other. 
» Ever your's maſt cordially, * | 
. 218 . 81 33 0 pip 4 G. WYVILL. 
P. S. Aſter all, I rather apprehend Mr. H. 
Duncombe will lean to the cautidus fide. In 
that caſe, I ſhall certainly be inclined to it too. 
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Sir! - LETTER Ul. Hon 
0 R. Fenwick, Eſa; 1106 be. e. 
N „ 45 
My dear © nt pa iy 1 


R. Place communicated to. me Fa ſtats 
L of your Requiſition; I refrained however 


1 


liring him to.do ſo, and for your ; ſeveral com. 
munications on your views in Yorkſhire, from 
my conviction. that under ſuch. — 
your activity would fill up the whole of your 
time: with matter more eſſential than 2 
which we could offer to your conſiderati 
Politics are indeed a blank here, the moſt 

— for Peace mn waiting for She 5 of 
preſeat-negociatjong, not ſo mugh from com 
hdence;in Miniſters, as from deſpair of any 
attention being paid. to their Petitions. 5. 
Refprmers feel the ſame deſpair; and 

ſome; are rouſed hy it to the adoption, I 
ot principles which would lead to a more 
tenſive.change, not a few are ſinkivg into a 
grading: indifference.” The genuine Twp 
and High OE are alone 
and, amid the wregks. of our Conſtitution. 
our Credit, Hill, boaſt, without a bluſh, of our 
Proſperity, and Freedom. Neither have they 
ſoftened. their language with regard to the 
Popular Party; bug; openly attribute the Iriſh 


troubles to the eſcape of 'Traitors here, and 
praiſe the vigour of their Government that 


— diſcoyered and puniſhed crimes which the 
clemency of qur Miniſters and W 


* 
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of our laws allowed to eſcape with impunity, 


Such, incredible as it may appear, is the ge- 
neral language of that Party. Amid theſe 
diſcouraging circumſtances, - have however 
the ſatisfaction of finding that a numerous 
body of men are convinced of the neceſſity 
of Reform, and ſee through the pretences by 
which the Miniſter oppoſes it. They are nu- 
merous enough, I truſt, to give us the victory, 
if we meet; but perhaps even they would flag 
the event of à continued ſtruggle, ſuch as 
Yorkſhire ſupported towards the cloſe of the 
American War; and yet without a firm and 
——. effort can be enſured, it would be 
to "hope that our "opponents would + 

a2 7 td At. 1 
TI peftettay h- aſtoniſhment the Re- 
abe of the Delegates at Huddersfield, and 
the iifarnivus' reflections of the Editor of the 
York What mien baue vo to contend 
with; and what muſt we think" of the man 
"whoſe councils they are gf reg 1 hope, 


beck men are c and d Faphporred, and 
indeed for one's wy and' family, who are em- 
barked in the fame veſſel with them; but the 
extraordinary events of the day ought to make 
us look with ſome confidence to futurity. If the 
Friends of Liberty can preſerve their temper, 
and uſe no other arms but thoſe of reaſon, 
their ultimate ſucceſs is inevitable. ain 
Adieu, 


- geg egg thin iow meddling 
the warmth of his friendſhip as he is by the ity of his 
- patriotiſm, | Ia the former part of this 7 ſom 2 


| 
| 
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Adieu, Sir, may your Brother Freeholders 


ſoon open their eyes, and join you. 
Believe me very ſingarely your's, 


4: R. FENWICK. 


A. 


bone, May g, 1797%ͥ Fü . 
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orkſhire diſplayed i 
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which of his = 


Opponents, then endear anjngre, the County 

* the pernicious . — Aube ten But Tl 
of reſentment at which algo; 

to a Friend, or dangerous "rights b. ate of the 

. Dr. Fenwick £43 ul mind, which can con- 


troul its fee 8 tit and vi wich temper 
— a0/4 ug 1 of 8 
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eie "he fo 1ToR's. Corr eos with 
Jun .Cartwaigar, Eſq; CarsL Loper, 
and WILLIAM RICH TSON, Eſq; i in 


een 795.4 and #1798.” Nie . — dee 


e e e e 
From On Bey withe Rev, 
S Wii. en 

nn . forb Pie. . 
hes Boar Sir, ＋ us 44k 


Truſt you. 8 iis 4 oy V Apr 
þt4l, and hope you find t not il adi 
to promote the os on. Conſti· 
tutional princi no and then, 
for thort, 2 9 when 17 bave truſted . | 
far. to the ſincerity of Mr. Pitt and oh 
never could have any confidence in the prac- 
ticability of any ſyſtem of Reform, which 
muſt not in its own nature have the means of 
- Intereſting in its favour the great maſs of the 
People: - Experience ſeems to have juſtified 
my opinion; and indeed it has _— in my 
own mind this conviction, 

Your proſpe&,of a movement in Yorkſhire 
gave me the greateſt ſatisfaction. On ſuch 
occaſions the ignorance and the prejudices of 
the multitude muſt be allowed for, or what 
glorious things. might be done ! although fre- 
quently compelled to ſuppreſs much of what 
we know to be right! Yet I think you will 
agree with me, in its being highly Ew 

on 


— * 0 CS k. Bd ak 


tation and Taxation has never had {o- 
opportunity as the preſent, of raking hold of 


of a People contending 


Fer) 
on every ſuch vecafion;/ char as met vecti- 
tude of principle as poſſible "ought: to be 
brought forth fo etinrakhough oe gain but 


little ground at a time, we make ſure of gain · 


ing ſome in readineſ for the next occaſion 
that preſents itſe lil. 

The eonſtitutional connexion of Repreſen- 
an 


men's minds It is an i ſſion ILhave en- 
deavoured to make iii my late Bfſay and it 
ſeems to be a very fit ſubject of Aa reſo- 
lutions in Popular Meetings. With reſpect 
to the removal of Miniſters, I-confeſs it is my 
hope that you may not find your ſelves obliged 
to'take that inferior nd, It is unworthy 
for their Liberriesy _ 
and it delays the — of nal ſucceſ by 


miſdirecting the effortu, and waſting the 
re 


in fore an awful interval between a ſue- 
ceſoful — in Yorkſhire, and a triumphant 
one at Weſtminſter. pi is therefore of ex- 
treme "importance that your leading ſte 
ſhould be in the true road of Reform, If verk. 
ſhire take a right direction, the City of Welt- 
minſter, I doubt not, will tread in the ſame 
path, and puſn a little further. If good ex- 
amples in the firſt inſtances are ſet, it is to be 
hoped other Counties and large Towns will 
ſpeak in the ſame tone. I hope, therefore, 
you will in good time prepare the Reſolutions 
to be moved in Yorkſhire, that they may be 
thoroughly conſidered, and receive all the 
improvements which in 1 the interval may o - 
cur 


p Gre) 

cur to you-:; Let them be in the tone of the 
beſt public feeling, and not only expreſlive. 
of your on ſenſe of our Country's ſituation, 
but, if poſſible, in an inſſructive form, ſo that 
they may at once teach others the principles 
of the Conſtitution, and inſpire them with 
the ſpirit to ſtand forth in their vindication. 
I hope you will addreſs yourſelves to tbe 
Houſe of Commons. There is ſomething 
unnatural and debaſing in reſorting to the 
Crown for the STOR of Liberty. Give 
us ſterling Engliſh in your, reſolutions, and 
petition with the dignity of men determined 
to be free. Spare not the Boroughs; ſpare 
not the -Borough-holding - Peers; ſpare not 
that complicated ſyſtem of corruption ariſing 
out of the manifold. violations of the Conſti- 
tution, by which our Country is ſo nearly 
brought to utter ruin. I ſhould think yo 
would do well to lay your foundation in a 
manly aſſertion of that grand principle Which 
requires the union of Repreſentation with 
Taxation. And that foundation might be 
widened and ſtrengthened: by another Keſo- 
lution, aſſerting our right. to be governed 
only by laws made with the W of 
real Repreſentatives 3+) | 
After labouring in the cauſe of Reform lo | 
many years as you and I have done, we-muſt 
be ſenſible how neceflary it is to reſiſt, even 
in our Friends, a temporizing ſpirit; and I 
think we cannot at this day want arguments 
to prove that nothing but virtue and courage, 
under the guidance of ſound wikis can 
fave our Liberties. | | wg 
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Be ſo good as order half a dozen of che 
firſt numbers of the periodĩcal pamphlet you 
mention, to be ſent to Mr. Chriitopher Stain- 
bank, bookſeller, Boſton. Mr. Barnard, of 
Boſton, and myſelf, ſhall-take them from him, 
and I will do my beers —— 
cheir fale. ten i 8 75 35 

But Why doe not dirt Grey wall [him 
of the nieans of publiſhing political truth, 
which is infinitely more efficacious than writ- 
ing, and which is in his hands. From his ſeat 
in the Houſe of Commons he may ſpeak to 
the millions. Of thoſe who buy books the 
comparative number is as nothing, and, for 
the moſt part, they are already inſtructed. 
This ſeceſſion” is to me a grievous mortifica- 
tion. I have noticed Mr. Fox's/apotogy; and 


think e had not well conſidered the mea - 5 


fare.” There is much argument in what he 
fays; but it is the argument of one who has 


not a 2 one to the bottom of the ſubject. With 

ength of conſtitution and his eloquence, 
hit — from the theatre of St. Ste- 
phen's, make the whole People my willing 
auditory, and mould them in the cauſe of 
Liberty to my wiſh, Succeſs. attend yoor 
labours ! f 


"_ dear Sir, very ſincerely, 
1 CARTWRIGHT. 
*® The — 

+ It was the earneſt wiſh of the Editor t6 be, permitted to, ppb- 
liſh the letters of Major Cartwright ; and with — thanks he 
acknowledges ** alacrity of this truly honourable Patriot in com- 
25 wi The Editor's connection with the worthy 

in the year 1780, 4 — Meeti ES 
rale, and it has been marked from the beginning wi 


(8% )) 

P. 8. Fam to requeſt» you wil favour me 
with the names of the principal Barriſters who 
go your Circuit, as expect to have a Cauſe 
to bring on at Vorle in Spiig. My political 
character being groſsly attacked for the pur. 
poſe of doing me a private injury, I ſhalb of 
courſe prefer -a Patriot Barriſter. H Felix 
Vaughan be of that Circuit I ſhallomploy him. 
ference of ſentiment, not on the principles of Political Liberty, 
for on them they were entin N = e 
urging Popular Meetings to adopt a plan of Reformation ſtretrhe 
to the otra extent o es e parte ten. The Freehaldeis 
of Votkſbife, with whom the Editor. had himſelf, were 
more ſolieĩtous of Ne than earnell for any 8 
—.— wy — — meliorato the 
condition 0 Country radual amen 
would iden render Public Liberty — ſecure, yet wit — 
tiſquing the calamities of a CWII War. The Inbabitants of xj 
Metropolis with whom Mr. Carruright was connected, were none 
accuſtomed, to ſpeculation; and their ae) for the ion iy 

formed; and'anima 


abuſes was more-generally felt; better i 
CES „ 
Hence tho promptitude of, inens of; the to 4 
views of the moſt extended e Lich ] * Ls 
henfion of its conſequences. Mende the rehloud adherence of 


many Citizens to the dee | eee wen af 
wy Aſſociations 1 Kos formed on grounds far leſs 22 
tenſive. And hence perhaps that Uilferente of” conduift in theſe 
two men; thou : . principle, and with | equa 
honeſty purſuing Fublic |; in part may be explained. 'Thei 
meaſures originally might vary from their reſpeive rempers and 
| habits of thinking; but the variation was confirmed and continged 
by the poſition in which chance had placed them, and b 2 
connection with men thus widely different in their Folitlcal . 
The Editor willingly ſeizes this opportunity to offer the tribute 
of his N to the long and virtuous verance of Maj 
Cartwright in his political exertions, and to expreſs his ful 
conviction, that the publicatian of his Letters will juſtify his cha- 
raſter in the opinion of every candid Reader, as a true Friend to 
his Country and its beſt intereſts : it will convince them that his 
zeal for Univerſal 17 was accompanied by the ſin- 
cereſt attachment to the Conſtitution in all its branches; and that, 
though he ſteadily looked to more extended views of political im- 
provement, he yet proved himſelf ever ready to co-operate with 
the ſupporters of very limited plans; and to promote the attain- 
ment of their meaſures, though in his ion far' ſhort in 
beneficial effect of that more extenſive Reform which, as a Theorif, 
and an Agent of the People, he had uniformly recommended, 
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Prat opener from the Rev. C. Wren 
Y re ARTWRIGHT, Eſq; 


t. offs Q 6 
„De fir, | * . 
fees ron Ag much ap- 
of your reaſoning in many parts 

pr pm and: with a perfe& conviction of your 
good intention. Your petition, I obſerve; with 


pleaſure, is for a Reform on the principle of 


extending Suffrage to Taxed Houſcholders : 
On that ground 1 [could — agree with 
rected in ak the — to recom- 
mend Uniyerſal Suffrage,' I really could not 
give my approbation. It is introduced there, 
as I think, without neceſſity ; and intends, I 
conceive, to confirm in many minds that ap- 
prehenſion which ſeenis the principal impe- 
diment to any Reform, vix. that no encou- 
ragement can be given to the moſt mo- 
derate Reformers, without riſquing the total 
ruin of the Country, by bringing on a Re- 
form on the principle of Univerſal Suffrage. 
Many there are, and I am myſelf of that 
number, who think'a Reform on this prinoiple 
of Univerſal Suffrage could not be. effected 
without a Civil War: and therefore, that it 
ought not ta be attempted to carry ſuch a 
Reform, even if on ita eſtabliſnment after a 
Civil Wat, it might be expected to produce 
2 „ r derer . 
0 


* 
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of the State. But that is more than we ex- 

We think that in times of warm poli- 
tical debate, the Right of Suffrage commu· 
nicated to an ignorant and ferocious Populace 
would lead to tumult and confuſion: In more 
quiet times it might be peaceably, but it 
would be corruptly exerciſed, On either 
ſuppoſition Rational Liberty would not be im- 
proved by the change; and after a ſeries of 


Elections diſpraced by the moſt ſhameful cor- 


ruption, or diſturbed by the moſt furious com- 
motion, we expect that the turbulence or ve- 
nality of the Engliſh Populace would at laſt 
diſpuſt the Nation ſo greatly, that to get rid 
of the intolerable evils * a profligate Demo- 
cracy, they would take refuge, as the Romans 
did, under the protection of Deſpotic Power. 
I am far from hoping that you will accede to 
opinions thus haſtily ſketched, and contrary 
to your long habit of thinking; but I ſtate 
them to you, becauſe Iconſfideryou as a ſincere 
well-wiſher to your Country; and I flatter 
myſelf the ſtatement may induce you to ex- 
ert your argumentative talents,” and great 
they certainly are, to preſs for Political Re- 
formation on the more moderate principle of 
your petition, viz. the giving of the Right 4 
Suffrage to 'Faxed Houſeholders. 

On this ground I hope 9 
ward in Vorkſhire at ſome period not very 


diſtant, and with a better proſpect of ſucceſs 


than ever, if all ſincere Friends of Liberty can 
be convinced, that“ Clock - Work 


ity 
in the noeme t the MY 9 
to 
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to their ſucceſs. This is the opinion of "Mr. 
REY and I heartily agree with him. 


in, dear 8 if E * on 
| 19-20 _ eee | I 
Lene your” much obl lig 
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N | BvkroS-Bkue; Die. 1, 1991. 
My Sen L Nie 
aneh agree with you 1 thinking that 
it has been, and ſtill js prudent to ſuſpend 
our za previous or Requifition Meeting; and c 
| alfo that it will not Tong be neceſſary or ex- 
t to remain inactive. Theſe Triple Taxes | 
have thrown the Country into uniyerſal con- 
ſternation; I never faw fo rapid a change of 
ſentiment” as the propoſal of them has occa- 
ſioned. Still, however, many people flatter 
taemſelyes that the Miniſter. will not dare to 
go on with his plan. In this I conceive they 
are miſtaken, yet it muſt be confidered in the 
leſs- informed claſſes ro be a natural miſtake, 
at which we'ought not to be farpriſed, when 
even men of ſuch high reſpectability as Mr. 
Grey have adopted the ſame opinion, as I have 
been informed. A few days will probably put 
this queſtion out of doubt, and the Miniſter 
having found no body will purchaſe the“ Old 
8 4 8 and fearing in te preſent low 
(54 ſtate 
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| Rate of the Funds to borrow, 26 millions by 


funding Stock at 40, will have carrigd the 
plan of Triple Taxes through Parliament, 
as the only — — for raiſing the 
Supplies for another Campaign. This, 1 
think, will be the reſult of a (few days 


mock debating in Parliament. After that, 1 


truſt we ſhall find in popular opi- 


nion is ſo firm and decided, that their conti- 


nued ſupport may be depended upon. But till | 


then 1 think as you do, that we ought to reſt 
upon dur arms in the County, and even prevent 
if we can, any ſcatterred fixing of petitions 
from the Towns, which I find is talked of. 
Accept, my dear Sir, the afſurance of my 
moſt. cordial eſteem and concutrence with 
you in ſentiment, and in wiſh in the preſent 
eh ſituation of affairs; and believe me 


ral FAY FOES "6 Wivida." 


P. 8. The bassebcden of de Bl or jaw | 
hibiting the exportation of corn ſeems to con · 


firm the idea that Mr. Pitt is determined to 
carry the Triple Taxes againſt all oppoſition. 
He means it, I think, as a pacifier to 7 —— 
Orders in London, hoping by giving _ 
| bread at a cheap rate to keep them quiet un- 
der the extraordinary burthen of taxes. But. 
in the ſame proportion he muſt increaſe the 
diſguſt in the Country by the low price of 
corn, and the increaſed preſſure of taxes com- 
ing on at the fame time. In ſhort, he knows 


not 2 to enen 15 ac er 
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IrrER IV. 


From W. Waigngzon, Eſa; to 'the Rev: 
© WV. 

My Dear n 
T is now clear that the Miniſter will per- 
ſevere in his plan of confiſcation; and it is 
my opinion we ought to meet again at Vork. 
1 have received letters from the trading part 
of the County, urging the, propriety of 4 
Meeting at this time. And I have ſent an 
Advertiſement to the County Papers, to fix 
January firſt for the adjourned Meeting to be 
held at Ringroſe's at twelve o clock. The Bil 
will paſs the Houſe of Commons on Thurſday 
the 28th. We ſhall be in poſſeſſion of the 
Clauſes, I hope you will approve of what 1 


have done total inaQivity perbapsmight hase 


been conſidered by our . as a proof of 


weakneſs, and by our Friends as a dereliction 


of principle. At any rate it is a good t 
to keep up a ſtandard for thoſe who are we 
diſpoſed" toMy to. The Meeting may ad- 
or not as they think proper, but . 
all the circumſtances I ſhould not feel that 
I had diſcharged the truſt repoſed in me, if 
I had not fired a day for the adjourned 
Meeting to be held, * rms 
0 1 am, dear Sir, your's moſt faithfully, 
| W. WRIGHTSON, 
en, 2 Des 1797. n * 
e eee LETTER 
i ; 
2 es, — 


funding tht date of it is recent, he granted with an alacrity 
„ increaſed, From W 
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Dear Sr, | 
Have been making "OY individual effort 

I could againſt Mr. "Pitt's deluſive and bane- 
ful project of aggravated taxation, when the 
middle claſs, and conſequently thoſe con- 
netted with this claſs for employment and ſup- 
1. are ſinking under their preſent burthens. 
individual, for what elſe was left in this 
Guy after the experience of the Spring, 
when th Sheriff refuſed to call a Meeting on 
ſuch an occaſion, and to fign a Requiſtion; 
and when ſeven Houſeholders could not be in- 
duced to call one, under the dark, humiliating, 
and enſnaring perplexities of Mr. Pitt's Bill. 
worthy correſpondent he ſrlected this for cation, becauſe 
eder f- 


ſcribes in a few words the feelin Ming parties; the | 

anxiety and jealous fears of 8 were firiving t to defend the 

Coniſlitutional Rights of the People, on one hand; and the haughty t 

-contempt on the other hand, . t 
for them by their adverſaries, who applauded. and ſup- 

— Krwor of the Miniſtere, however burthegſome, [ 

er lated to deſtroy thoſg Rig The Editor having 1 

long co-opsraged i in Yorkſhire with Mr frightſon, truſts he may 6 

a 

u 


to bear his teſtimony to the integrity and diſin- 
ee veel of thivwenl and judicious, but firm and determined 
Patriot. If the Liberty of this Country is to be preſerved or re- 
ſored, it muſt be preſerved or reſfared 2 of this ——; 
5e muſt be ave noe by the ® and Barlows, the Geralds and 


-Margarots of the age, but by the Wrightſons, the Sboreg, and the 
$tricklsnds, the Blpges and fra Fenwicks, affifted by men co 
— — — like 2 Lofft, = 252 B 
on W energy of a Vox 4 idan and a 
8 11 way ty 


Such 


, = " a- _—_ * — 22 
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Such a ſenſation this project has made every 
where, that I believe with judicious and rea - 
ſonable exertion it would be very pollible to. 
get rid of this hateful and fallacious impoſt, 
and of the Miniſtry; and eventually, I hope, 
of the War together. But if this moment be 
not improved, deſtruction inevitable, and 1 
doubt, ſpeedy, ſeems to hang over us. 

Mr. Cartwright wrote to Mr, Fox, ſtating 
the reaſons againſt the Sereſſion, and indicating 
the line of certain glory and nſefulnefs. I am 
glad that unwile; and Ithink upjuſtifiable mea · 
ſure is in a manner abandoned, though I am 
clearly of opinion Mr, Fox ought to have com- 
bated the Bill in A the Committee, as 
well as oppoſed it on the inequaligy injuſtice, 
and ruinousdeluſiveneſsof its — 
I think it is likely that the preſent Miniſter 
has ſo ſhocked and diſguſted his ſupporters out 
of doors jby this weak and cruel propoſition, 
that not improbably his fai i; at hand. g 

It ſeems. certain that a ding Miniſtry, 
to whoſe lag it muſt fall to negociate Peace, 
will have to negociate upon terms ſo ſhort of 
the -habits and expectations of this Country, 
that they cannot remain fix months in office, 
unleſs they reſt themſelves on the baſis of the 
moſt unequivocal and extenſive Public Bene- 
fits, a great and cotnprehenfive, osconomicalt 
and conſtitutional Reform, on principles of 
union, tranquility, and | "4 

What the will of Providence may be con- 

cerning us, I think with awful apprebenfioge- 

But if we are to be preſerved, if the Conſth 

tution, if Engliſh Liberty, and all that is tru 
„ach 1177 I B b * great 


(as) 


= and valuable to us is to be continued, 
ceſs of our evils” ſeems to have opened 
to us for a moment the door of preſervation. 
© Thoſe of us who are for Univerſal Suffrage, 
on principle you ſee would unite with you 
who contemplate a plan of Reform ſhort of 
this as more fafe. Be the plan but on prin- 
ciples of fair and equal comprehenſion ſo far 
as it goes, and open to ſuch future improve- 
: ment as time and experience and ameliorated 
5 ſtate of Society may progreſſively ſhew'to be 
ſafe and proper; be it but of ſufficient efficacy 
to correct the preſent great and deſtructive 
abuſes, and to place a ſtrong and well obſerved 
barrier againſt their return, I believe nearly 
all the confferate Friends of Freedom would 
now be ſatisfied; and the times are ſuch, and 
threaten more and more to become ſuch as 
to force conſideration on the moſt'thoughtleſs: 
I hope to be favoured with hp; grtienaraed 
how you go on igſforkſhire. 
1 remain wit great reſpect and ene, 
Dear Sir, your obliged friend, 
CAPEIL. Lor Pr. 
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From jon Canrwapur, 5 to the Rev. 
| C. Wryvili, 


e BROTHERTOFT Wh 5 Dee 1797+ = 
My Dear Sir, | % 
HE dſkoeations in was letter of: the 


16th being very important, and ee a ſub-· 
je& which lies at the” foundativa | 
JEL” — 


— . . b EAI EI IS 
- 
- 


. 1 „„ „ — ww Hr” 


ways thought that. a, free 


(a) 


Government and National dane Lhad in. 
tended to have waited for a day, 9 Te roof | 
a great preſſure of private buſineſs now on 


my hands, to have given vou. my tho! 
but the urgengey of the times, impels me to 
be more expeditig us. 

I ſhall now ſhortly, ay that. my apology, or 
introducing the ſubject of Uniyerlal Suffragi 


into my. late Pamphlet is therein e 


indeed I incline to think it a ſufficient one. 
From the ſuppoſed obnoxiouſneſs of this prin- 
ciple, our inſidious adverſaries artfully attack 
Reform in ſuch a mode that it cannot on an 

other ground be completely defended. I ſee 
no' cauſe to decline ſuch, a defence, Srhongh 
I may perhaps, in ſome degree, accor dwith 


thoſe who think a part of the Community too 
ignorant and vieiqus ta make a right ule of 


Political Liberty, I hope, however, that ſuch 


would make but a ſmall number, provided the 


exerciſe of that Liberty were but under wiſe re- 
gulations, In arguing for a principle, I have a 
right to preſume that it is ta be accompanied 


with ſuitable laws for giving it its proper effect, 


and for preventing its abuſe, . So guarded, I 
can ſcarcely, eyen in the preſent ſtate, of So- 
ciety, imagine, the adoption of the principle 
into practice really dangerous. But to detail 
thoſe, Jaws would require ſome time and 
chore”. IDE SH OS. 

On the old maxim of teaching a young 
archer to ſhoot at the moon, in order that he 
may acquire the power of throwing his arrow 
far 1 gh Nackten purpoſes, [ 11755 al- 

I 


- principle 


ſeullion of the 


* 
6 N 


n 
| ere of Univerſal 4 the maſt likely 


means of obtaining any Reform at all worth 
contending for. And I requeſt you to ob- 
ſerve in what quarter, and from what exer- 
tions in the Cauſe of Reform bave_there 
been made any decided and ſteady Converts 
to the Cauſe, Had not the principle of Uni- 
verſal Suffrage been freely diſcuſſed, I believe 
we ſhould even now haye had to begin again 
where we took up the buſineſs at the end of 
the American War. Inſtead of which, I truſt 
we haye now a ſolid foundation laid in a know- 
ledge of the true principles of Political Li- 
berty ; and I am perfectly convinced that we 
are in no fort of danger, if a danger it be, of 
an adoption of the dreaded principle. It is, 
however, the fear of that principle that muſt 
m4 us the conceſſion of the Taxed Houſe- 
holders ; was there nothing behind to excite 
that fear, we ſhould be treated to the end 
with that contempt we have too often expe- 
rienced. Perhaps few will be thought more 
ſtrenuous than myſelf in favour of the ex- 
tended ſyſtem. If then I join in petitioning 
for the limited ſyſtem, and am ready to de- 
clare that I believe the Country would be ſafe 
if ſo much could be obtained, can more be 
expected? In ſupport of a plan, having in it 
the limitation alluded to, I am deſirous of 

wing my maſt hearty concurrence...” On the 
other point reſpecting duration, I own_my 
mind goes decidedly to Annval in preference 
to Triennial Parliaments, and for many ſtrong 
reaſons which have for a courſe of years oc- 
cupied my mind, and againſt which I ſee none 


but 


* 
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but what appear to me to originate either in a 
corrupt principle on the part of the ObjeRers, 
or in a moſt unneceſſary fear on the part of the 
Reformers. I am for holding to the /afe point 
with inflexible ſteadineſs. It mult in time be 
conceded 'to us, The argument touching 
thoſe who are unfit for Political Power, by 
reaſon of their ignorance and ferocity, is here 
altogether out of the queſtion. The queſtion 
is ſimply which duration of Parliaments bids 
faireſt to preſerve their purity, and is moſt 
conſiſtent with the National Rights and the 
principles of free Government. The argu- 
ments in favour of Annual are in my eſtima- 
tion unanſwerable. e Ee Ys 
In favour of a plan for Annual Elections, 
and including the Taxed Houſeholders, no ex- 
ertion of mine ſhall ever be wanting; and Tam 
well convinced that even à vaſt majority of 
thoſe. Societies that have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by aſſerting: the doctrine of Univerſal 
Suffrage, would .cheerfully and, gladly ac- 
quieſce, ſo that na fear whatever could re- 
main of any future attempts to puſh matters 
further. I ſpeak this from converſations I 
have had with men who have influence 
amongſt them. A 515 
I have juſt penned a Requiſition for Meet- 
ings as ſoon as the thunder: elap of Aſſeſſment 
ſhall have ſtaggered the People. Having en- 
deavoured to render it a good model, I ſub- 
mit it to your judgment. It ſeems adviſable, 
in our very Requiſitions, to give all poſſible 
inſtruttion, to keep party out of ſight, and not 
to lead the People round the untain, but 
n, c ſtreight 
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ſtreight and directly to their object. Plain · 
neſs and ſimplicity are much to be attended 
to, and to inculcate ſtrong principles in tem- 


perate language. As one is our common 


cauſe, ſo as much unity as poſſible ſhould 
run through our proceedings, that the final 
obje& of the ſtruggle may be ſimplified and 
deeply rooted in every man's underſtanding 
and heart. I ſend the draught of this Requi- 
fition to Mr. Fox and to Norwich, for adop- 
ption or amendment; and if I receive any 
hints for its improvement, ſhall be happy to 
adopt them before I puſh it here. N 
It is as follows: To call Meetings, in order 
to conſider the following propoſitions, viz. 
iſt, Whether a national debt; of above 
400 millions ſterling g. (of which about 300 


millions have been contracted in the preſent 
reign) doth, or doth not, furniſh a reaſonable 


preſumption that the Houſe of Commons, as 
now conſtituted, is inadequate” to the guar- 


_ dianſhip of the public purſe 2? 


ad, Whether it be, or be not, conſiſtent 
with the Engliſh Conſtitution, or promiſes a 
better œconomy in future, that a very large pro- 


| dr of the ſeats in the Houſe of COMMONS 


Id be in the gift, or at the diſpoſal of 


Pezrs'; and that u decided majority of its Mem- 


bers ſhould owe their Elections, not to the 
collective Body of the Nation whom they ate 


intended to repreſent, but to o HUNDRED 


AND FIFTY FOUR INDIVIDUALS; Which cir- 


cumſtances are ſtated to be facts, in a Petition 


entered on the Journals of | he Houſe, on the 
9 . 17933 


2d, Whether 
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zd, Whether the Repreſentation of the Peas 
ple in Parliament ought, or ought not, to be 
reformed on the em of eee 
Conftitucion? 5 im ai priority 
- -ath, Whether a n or an — 
FORMED Houſe of Commons, be moſt 
to alienate the minds of the People” from a 
Government of King, Lords, and Commons, 
and thereby to endanger- the Public Peace, 
the King's Throne, and the Engliſh Conſtitu- 
„as well as to reduce this once free and 
flouriſhing Nation to. poverty, ſlavery, and 
ruin ? 
And, 5th, Whether a Petition to the Houſe 
of Commons, conciſely expreſſing the ſenti- 
ments'of the Meeting on the foregoing pro- 


poſitions, ought, or ouger Not, to be er 2 


ſented ? 
Favour me with your corrections and a 
on an unity of exertions. 
In great haſte, and the greateſt eſteem, | 
5 Your! 8 very Cn * 


LETTER vn ' 


From the Rev. C. WyviLL t Joan Car- 
| WRIGHT, Eſq. | 
BuxTON-HALL, Dec. 29, 1797- 


Dear Sir, 


HE Reſolutions above have boon {een 

1 and approved by the leading Friends of 
Reform in he Connticn of Durham and Nor- 
thumberland, and alſo by Mr, Fox. I hate 


alſo 
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alſo: ſhewn them to my Friends in Yorkſhire, 
who approve them; ſo that if you and Mr, 


| Lofft ſhould be*fatisfied with them, the 


ſite uniformity, I hope, may be ſecured. My 
intention is, to move theſe Reſolutions ® at a 
Meeting of this County, but whether at the 
Meeting which is likely to be held before the 
end of January, or at a ſubſequent, is more 
than I can at preſem determine; it will de- 
pend on the temper of the Yorkftire Gentle- 
men. 4 can only ſay, that I will wes any 
to bring it on at the next, 

With reſpect to the duration oſ Parliament, 


_ 1 think, would be a ſubject better poſt- 


4 For theſe Refolotions ſee the Preliminary Papers near the end. 
hey were drawn up in the Autumn of 1797s in terms as cautious 
and gyarded as poſſible, with a view to the centre of Union 
of the whole Reforming Party ; they were communicated to many 
Yorkſhize Gentlemen, to Meg. Lofft and Cartwright, Fenwick 
and Bigge, and ald to Mr. Fox and Mr. Grey, by whon they 
were approved. The ſiruggle in Yorkſhire to obtain a County 
Meeting was, continued chiefly with a view to promote the adop- 
tion of this meaſure, in which caſe it is highly probable that fimi- 
lar meaſures would have been putſued in Durham and Northymber- 
land; and even the moſt eager Reformers would e | 


confined their exertions to the ſucceſs of this Pp 


was in WT alſo 3 ive ſlill more effeQual aid to the 
meaſure, by forming a ffociation, in which Yorkſhire, 
Durham, — 2 * the North · Weſtern Counties of 
Cumberland and W. ellmore land would have been more cloſely 
united in this purſuit. But views which ſeemed be pr —ůů 
and to promiſe a ſacceſsful iſſue to the enterpriſe of 

ary Reformers, could not be realized 3 many. of the Yorkſhire 
Gee had abandoned the Cauſe of Reform in a panic from 
which they never have recovered ; others, though moſt ſteadily 
attached to that Cauſe, were at that time too much diſpitited to 
ſeize the proffered OY; which ſoon paſſed away, perhaps 


not to return to this Generation. The 1 bility to move 


Yorkſhire, convinced the worthy Friends of Liberty in the four 
more Northern Covnties, that to perſevere in the attempt, on 
their part would probably be fruitleſs, if not prejudicial to that 
Cauſe ; and their intention to ſummon thoſe ITAL to meet was 


laid adde. 
poned 
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ned to ſome Meeting after that which may 

2 5 petitioned for a Reform f in the Repre- 

ſentation, or, at leaſt, it ſeems adviſable not to 

blend it in the ſame Petition with the amend- 

ment -of the Repreſentation, and to go no 

farther reſpecting it, in this firſt ſtage, than 

ſome previous Reſolution for the Repeal of 
the Septennial Bill. 

The grand buſineſs is that of the Reads 
ſentation. If we obtain a good Reform in 
this reſpect, the reſt will follow of courſe. 

The Reſolutions you bave ſent for my opi- 
nion, may be very well adapted to Meetings 
already converſant in theſe ſubjects, and eager 
to petition for redreſs; das Link ab wand 
hardly be proper for many of the Counties, 
and 200 even for Yorkſhire at the enfulng ; 


e not imagine it is material that the 

| fans ne e rites, Mabe reels 

at leaſt be the fame in the various Meetin 
I have found it neceſſary here to props 

very indeterminate form of Requiſition; but 

I ho hope at previous Meetings to bring =o 

Gentlemen into our. views. 


th much re your's ever. 
* * e n en 


LETTER 


= * 6 
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- LETTER v vin. 


fem Cars Laer Eſq; to ” Ren . 
vs Pg 'YVILL. 


* HH Tacures;” Pp an. 1 
| Dear Sir; n s Jo i 
3 Ore me your very 

obliging letter. I think the Reſolutions 
-propoſed will meet the concurrence of 
Mr. Cartwright, (judging from his late ex- 
cellent publication) and, as far as I can be of 
any uſe, I ſee nothing in them to prevent my 
willingly co-operating. But I am nearly con- 
vinced that nothing (unleſs ſome ſudden and 
great calamity) would be likely to 3 a 
really Public Meeting in this County, du ring 
| the continuance of the preſent councils 
x meaſures, and of thoſe two moſt enſnaring 
| and unconſtitutional Laws, the Grenville and 
Pitt Bills, if Laws they muſt be called; though 
T-agree with the doctrine of Cicero, and of 
the late eloquent Author of the“ Defenſe des 
Emigrès,“ that they want the ſpirit and eſſen- 
| tial character of true Laws... The Public 
| Meeting Act would in application, according 
| to the ſpirit of it, have totally the reverſe 
| effect, and be “ SanQio injuſta, jubens inho- 
| neſta, prohibens contraria.” 
| In the ad Reſolution, ſhould not removed 
be prefered to « abated,” though the predic- 
| - tion of the Father of Mr. Pitt ſeems haſtenin vg 

| to an awful accompliſhment, and if theſe 

nuiſances be not ſpeedily removed, it ſeems 
likely that they will be abated (abbarues) | 
with tremendous force. Might 
| 
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Might not ſuch Reſolutions as theſe (1 
mean not for the wording) be preferred: 
1. That ſince the exertions of the Yorkſhire 
and other Aſſociations for obtaining 51 
in the expenditure of the publie money had 
been in ſome degree ſucceſsful, a far more 
waſteful expenditure had taken place, accom- 
panied with moſt unconſtitutional and —_ 

five means of ſupply. 

2. That it is in vain, from ſoggeſted care 
of poſterity, to ceconomize ruin as their 
inheritance. | 

3. That the only effectual and permanent 
economy muſt be preceded by a radical Re- 
form in the Repreſentation of the pag in 
the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 2 

4. That without this, Peace may be pro- 


craſtinated till even Peace would come too 


late; the reſonrces of War, when War ſhould 
unhappily be unavoidable, or ſhould raſhly be 
recommenced, would be waſted, and in the 
end deſtroyed; and there would be no rea- 
ſonable expectation of permanent benefit from 
any councils or any Adminiſtration. 
Submitting theſe to your thoughts as far as 
the better judge of 1 and cn 1 
ſtances, * 
I remain, with great heres, Wc 50 _ 
| Dear Sir, Jaw obliged, 


iend, 


n 3 GRE L LOFFT.. 


P. 8. 1 thiok Mr. Erſkine 3 by his elo- 
ce und popularity render great ſervice to 
Cauſe of Reform. And J agree as to the 
veceliry (which was-alfo the ſentiment of 
the 


% 
* 


1388) | 
the io regretted Sir 
Sede Regularity” — — - 


this meaſure, which every day proves to be 


more neceſſary, and which almoſt every mo- 
ment of delay endangers as to the temper, mor 
deration, and thought with which it requires 
to be conducted. 

I wiſh Mr. Erſkine had not leſſened his oſs 
fulneſs by taking any part in the proſecution 
againſt Mr. Williams as Publiſher of the Age 
of Reaſon. _ 

« Non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus ſts , 

* Numen eget,” . lies; 


LETTER DL Sin 


| From Joux Canrwaicur, Eſq; to the 0. 


C. WryviLL, . 

Irn Brotwentory Fax, „*. 72 
My Dear Sir, 

WAS ſo peculiarly cirqumſtanced. that to | 

have waited for hearing from you I found 


would hazard our getting a Meeting while 
- it would be in my power to attend, as I have 
a journey to make towards the end of the 


month. When your letter arrived, it was 
too late to alter what was prepared. Itruſt, 
however, what we give out to the Public 
cannot with you have any ill effect. I per- 
ſuade myſelf it may have a good one. When- 
ever we can ſerve the cauſe of Reform, with- 
out withholding important truths, may maſt 
produce the beſt effects. U Uta? PPE 
e. 


7 
After ſo many years of meditation and 
—————— it muſt be 
extremely mortifying to you to be no 
obliged t0-a6k with nearly as — reſerve 
and caution as when Reform was juſt talked 
of. Conſidering the great diſadvantages un- 
der which you labour, in having an unin« 
formed and an immenſe County to. wield, I 
cannot but ſay, I wiſh the Metropolis might 
the ſtart of you, as likely to take more 
decifave ground than you dare attempt, unleia 
after ſuch an example. Fam but little afraid 
of your Yeomanry, but your Geatlemen dread; 
All your knowledge in the ſcience of Civil 
Government, and of our Conftitution; will 
not, I ſuſpect, be ſufficient ro ſecure you that 
deference which to wait on you; but 


you will be teazed and counteracted by men 


who will be preſumptuous, becauſe they have 
not learned that they are are-ignorant; and who, 
in the wrong place; will be puſilanimous, be- 
caule they Korea the ſparit of their 
anceſtors. Were, 

The fnalinefs of the — whink# 
now'ndytho'vicidity'e? Bolton; gives me on 
fortunate for me that hitherto all the Gent/e= 
men, except one, have been. on the other” fide. 
My efforts, therefore, have not been maimed 
by their councils, and I have on all occafions - 
ſpoleen out. I think I (perceive the good ef- 
fects of having been thus at libertx, nor do 1 
clas of mew of converts even Kg. that 
C of at einern ne 


— 
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A want of ſucceſs on former occaſions has 
ſomewhat damped the ſpirits of our well- 
diſpoſed, but not veteran troops, as to farther 
Petitions; but if your County and others 
ſhould get into motion before our Meeting, 
it may revive their courage. If we are flat, 
our adverſaries are covered with ſhame and 
deſpondency; ſo that a {mall mandy wh = 
us animation. 

| It is becauſe of the flaneſs 1 perceive that; 
in a great degree, I have thought it right to 
ſpeak; in the annexed propoſition, + home 
truths, and to touch on radical principles. 
In truth, the Nation is haſtening to ruin with 
fo much rapidity, that I feel as if nothing but 
ſtrong cordials, and the moſt powerful ſtimu- 
lants, can awaken the People to any thing 
energetic. We muſt ourſelves manifeſt the 
ſtrength of our own feelings, or we cannot, 
as I think, arouze to any beneficial ating 
the torpid People. 

Unleſs our appeals convince all unders 
ſtandings, and the truths we utter irreſiſtibly 
ſeize on the heart, we ſhall do nothing. In 
ſo lamentable a ſituation, if you ſhould; in 
order to get on at all, be compelled to pro- 
poſe mere expedients ſhort of ſuch energetie 
appeals, I hope in God you will be reſcued 
from the ſituation by ſome ſtrong-minded 
men at your Meeting, who may rouze it to 
a true ſenſe of the renne Ne and ies 
only cure. 

In addition to our announced notions; 1 
| 1 — in reſerve one grounded on Mr. Fox's 
late 
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late Parliamentary declaration, as diſinte- 
reſted, noble, truly conſtitutional, and wiſely 
adapted to the melancholy ſituation of his 
Country; and we hope ſuch a declaration 
from that able Stateſman will ſerve as a pow 


 erful -admenition to alt win thavetiichants 


inclined to truſt in palliatives for curing the 
corruptions of the State, that nothing ſhort 
of the Reform propoſed can preſerve our Li- 
berty or our Property, which we, truſt the 
Engliſh- Nation will diſdain to hold- at the 
— pleaſure of any of its ſervants; and 
which can only be ſafe under the 

ſhip of real Repreſentatives fairly and an- 
nually choſen by the een s uninfluenced 
voice pe 


It 8 would admit. þ ſhould like 


alſo to reſolve, That, duly conſidering the 


ſtriking contraſt. between the relative condi- 
tions of England and France-in the inning 
of the year 1793—the: one (notwi 
her debt and her defective Repreſentation) in 
a ſituation of ſafety, . proſperity, and power 
the other, in every point of view, the very 
reverſe, and at the moment likely to be over- 
whelmed by the moſt formidable armies in 
Europe; it is not credible that a French War 
might not by wiſe and dignified negociation 
have been avoided with honour, to the incal- 
culable advantage of their Country. And 
That attending to the declaration made in 
the Houſe of Commons on the 4th day of 
December by a Cabinet Miniſter, who faid 
that even Peace he muſt deprecate, if it were 
to be followed by 9 Reform; we 
0 
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ſee but too clearly the horrible ſpirit in which 
this War was conceived $—a War only to be 


abilities to conduct, nor can now bring to 
an honourable iſſue;— a War in which they 
have been moſt ſucceſsful in attacking our Li- 
berty, and in taking our Property; and a War 
in which they have raiſed: France to be the 
Arbiter of Europe, whilſt by all its belligerent 
Nations England is #baMdoned,” her” counſels 
rejected, and her power deſpiſed. 

Perhaps the three laſt Keſelutions Would 
not be included in the body of our Petition, 
into which, with a ſhort preamble and x con- 
ciſe concluſion, 2 thought N tranferivingy" all 
the others verbatim. 

Anxioufly wiſhin w ind every Py, T "AY 


— with great eſteem, 
| B. f _” Wh" 
. fincerely yours = bg 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 


8. WI! it not be wiſe to take the ampie 
obvious qualification of Houſeholders paying 
taxes, in preference to any thing complex ? 
It ought to include every man of any pro- 
perty, whether Freeholder, EB ig noe 
Leaſeholder, 
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From Cap EL Lorrr, Eſq; to the Rev. C. 
e ee e 07 eee 


a * f * 4 * 4 * 1 Te. *y C | 2 aq i 1 * 
— 4 . «S &4 ws : * - 
N Tuosrox, 175 Feb. 1798. 
Dea Sir. 14 Atman 
Ar 7 ' 
a * : 


Y LERDAY brought me your letter, 
by which I am much obliged. I think 
the reaſons aſſigned in the Addreſs of February 
yth to the Freeholders of Yorkſhire * are con- 
ceived with ability, and expreſſed. with force. 
If a ſudden and very awful criſis does not 


take place in the mean-time, I think it hig 
probable that the effect of the Meeting WI 
be greater for the poſtponement intimated of 


* 1 


the application. to the Sheriff, . 


= 
. 


— I 


„For this Addreſs {ce the laſt Ptelitinary Paper prefixed, tb 


Rn of this Volume. I Garde e the 
iſt of January, 1798, which Mt. Wrightſon had called and an- 
nounced in his letter to the Editor of the 22d of December, 1797, 
bad Faber to no material Reſolution, but to adjourn to the 7th 
of February, 1798. On that day, a Body of Gentlemen were 
aſſembled, fuperior in their number, and equal in weight of- pro- 
perty, and in their teal for Liberty and Reform, to any Meeting 
of the Committee of Aſſociation which was appointed, by the 
County of Vork eighteen years before. Yet om conſidering the 
increaſe of Miniſterial influence, the ſs of the mercantile 
intereſt to oppoſe, who before had acquieſced in their plans, and 
that ſome of the ons of higheſt rank, and the moit extenſive 
| * Yorkſhire, who formerly had eſpouſed their 
2 were become hoſtile to it, or by their death had tranſmitted 
the influence they had enjoyed to men unfortunately prejudiced 
apainft all Reform, they prudently reſolved to poſtpone their in- 
tended enterpriſe, and adopted the Addreſs alluded to. Tbeir 
conduct was regretted and approved by the Friends of Political 

Reformation, who ently Forbore moving throughout the Kin 
dom. 'They were, however, united in a firm Body, zealous for 
Peace and Reform, and they looked forward with a confident hope 
of ſacceſs at no great diſtance of time, from the expected return 
of the Nation to its wonted ſentiments of Freedom, The Cor- 
reſpondence of a ſubſequent Volume will ſufficiently explain the 

diſappointment of their views. . 5 
Ce 2 But 
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Bnt we are in circumſtances emphatically, 
when we know not what a day may bring 
n Sigg ena 
As to this County, I expect no preſent ef- 
forts either for Peace or Reform, or change 
of meaſures and men. It has been one of the 
leading Counties in all theſe reſpects. At 
preſent if it follow Yorkſhire, London and 
Weſtminſter, Middleſex, and the other 
Counties where the popular intereſt is more 
entire and in better ſpirits, I ſhall almoſt feel 
contented, if Suffolk is not the laſt. Of Cam- 
bridgeſhire T have conſiderably better hopes, 
and the vicinity of that would animate this, yet 
lately even in Cambridgeſhire the diſappoint- 
ment of a Public Meeting was ſtrange and 
mortifying, though there appears to have 
been no want either of abilities or ſpirit. 
| I ſhall wait with hope for your ſucceſs. 
As to iyvaſion, the beſt ſecurity in my mind 
againſt 1t is this, that the invaſion of ſuch 
taxes and of ſuch encroachments on the Con- 
ſtitution, is a certain ruin, which may na- 
turally induce an adverſary, however enter- 
priſing and enraged, to forbear from the pe- 
rilous and precarious attempt of ruining us 
in any other way than that which our Mini- 
ſters have choſen, except by keeping us in a 
ſtate of conſtant, and (to our finances) inſup- 


portable alarm. 


I remain, dear Sir, with great eſteem, 
Your obliged and obedient ſervant, 
CAPEL LOFFT. 
LETTER 


* 
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LETTER XI. 
From Joun CarTwaicur, Eſq; 1 the Rev. 
| C. WryùII In. 


BROTHERTOFT Farm, 23d February, 1798. 


HAVE been but three days returned 
from a journey I was upon, when favoured 
with the York Addreſs. I believe you are 
perfectly right in poſtponing your Meeting, 
and preparing your County for the occaſion ; 
but as the deciſion at the intended Meeting, 
may affect the fate and happineſs of England 
for ages to come, for God's ſake took well 
to the conſequences of a defeat; conſider the 
immenſe extent of Yorkſhire, and the ſpirit 
too prevalent amongſt its merchants and 
the higher ranks in Society. Theſe to a man 
will pour in upon you, with all the dependents 
they can muſter; while thoſe who conſtitute 
your ſtrength (the manufacturers) cannot be 
expected to attend in great numbers. Have 
you looked forward to your danger, and pro- 
vided againſt it? | | 
Suppoſing there may be in Yorkſhire a de- 
cided and a very large majority in your fa- 
vour, it would be. grievous to be foiled. for 
want of prudence, or to be out-generalled b) 
your adverſaries. 
I am not without correſpondence in York- 
ſhire, from which I infer ſucceſs to your ef- 
forts, provided they ſhall be directed with 
e F Cc 3 foreſight 
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foreſight and ſound policy; and anxious in 


the higheſt degree that the Cauſe of Reform 
ſhould triumph, I wiſh to ſuggeſt to you what 
has occurred to me on the ſubject. If adopted, 
it will ſecure you againſt the poſſibility of a 


defeat, or the ill effects of an unfayourable 


vote of a General County Meeting. 
As your object is to take the ſenſe of the 
County, take your meaſures accordipgly: A 


General Meeting at Vork may by no means 
repreſent, or ſpeak the ſentiments of the 


County. At a criſis ſo awful, and ſo ſoon af- 
ter what happened at your laſt General Meet- 
ing, I fear it will be too much to riſque, to 
put, as it were, your cauſe on the iſſue of 
one pitched battle. „ 
There are different views of conduct which 
might be adopted. I ſhall only ſpeak of two 
of them. One is, to call a General Meeting 
to conſider on the State of the Nation; an- 


nouncing, at the ſame time, that your Com- 


mittee will be prepared with a Petition for 
Reform, which they have already ſigned, and 
ſhall then recommend to the ſignature of all 
ſuch as may approve of it, leaving thoſe of 
other ſentiments to their own mode of ex- 
preſſing them to the Legiſlature. Or, inſtead 
of this, you might ſo expreſs yourſelves in 
your Requiſition as to leave it in your power, 
according to the complexion of the Meeting 
when aſſembled, either to adopt ſuch a mode 
of proceeding, or to hazard a vote. I am 
aware there are conſiderable objections to 
both theſe modes, and therefore the other 
2 5 S alternative 


4 
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alterontive I 8 ſuggeſt may be worth 
your conſhideration«-! wo 1d ts ia 

It is for your Cdmmittee to employ them- 
ſelves in preparing a compoſition: which ſhall 
do honour to the age, by way of Petition, to 
divide the hole County into Diſtricts of a 
ſmall extent; to entruſt to a Committee- man 
the canvaſſing each Diſtrict for ſignatures, 
not only Pariſh by Pariſh, but Houſe by Houle, 
by himſelf in perſon, or by zealous and active 
Agents in whom he can conſide. By ſuch an 
exertion, an exertion which of all things is 
moſt practicable, you might have a Petition 
that would load a Rage-waggon to e it 
to London. 

And if you managed with any tolerable 
_ Kill, it ought to be in rapid circulation in 
every Pariſh in the County, before your ad- 
verſary was prepared to take a ſtep. 

On ſuch an occaſion, it might be adviſable 
for thoſe who ſhould canvaſs to be provided 
with an animated Addreſs from the Commit- 
tee, not only appealing to the underſtanding 
and the heart of an Engliſhman, but by way 
of an authority to the Gentleman who ſhould 
offer the Petition; although the canvaſs, if 
poſſible, ſhould always be conducted by per- 
ſons known to the inhabitants. 

Should you approve. of theſe hints, per- 
haps it might be prudent, in the firſt place, 
to conſult with thoſe Gentlemen whoſe talents 
and judgment are likely to have moſt weight. 
with the Committee, in order to have a plan 
well digeſted * it ſhould be * 

4 
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and as ſecrecy until the hour of execution 
draw nigh, would be of ſome importance, the 
ſele& few ſhould not be haſty in developing 
the plan adopted, but ſhould communicate it 
gradually only to other Gentlemen, in whoſe 
ſteadineſs they could confide, and ſhould en- 
deavour to ſecure their hearty b ee 
before the circle were extended. 84 
But I am running into detail, ata J had 
. Mothing to do but to furniſh a hint. You 
will, I truſt, impute it to a zeal which is . 
to run away with me. | 
Your Addreſs, on the whole, I think very 
judicious. When you come to your Petition, 
I have only to hope you have in your Com- 
mittee ſtrong- minded men, who will ſee the 
wiſdom of ſpeaking the true language of the 
Conſtitution, reſpecting the duration of Parli- 
ament. Recollect, that if you can ſettle that 
int in the Committee, for one taxed Houſe- 
holder who who will ſtartle at the word an- 
nual, there will be five hundred that prefer 
it to triennial. And I truſt that your = of 
Repreſentation ' will be drawn at the taxed 
Houſeholder, on account of its ſimplicity and 
extent. On another account alſo it is highly 
important, at this criſis of our Country's fate, 
to go, in both reſpects, thus far. It will fur- 
niſh you with an an{wer to the anxious que- 
ſtion of the Alarmiſt, Where is Reform to 
ſtop?“ If the line, in the firſt inſtance, be 
drawn at theſe points, we may expect credit 
when we ſay, * Here Reform is to ſtop.“ But 
if from a timid and weak cos in we attempt. 
the 


_SLY 

the work by halves, we ſhall not be believed 
if we pretend that it is all we mean to aſk; 
and U leave you to judge of the conſequences. 

We did not meet at Boſton on the 24th of 
January, the invitation being withdrawn on 
account of a manceuvre played off againſt us 
in the way of anticipation; but I truſt we 
ſhall come forward again with increaſed 
ſtrength, after you ſhall have taken the field : 
mean-while, I am preparing a-ſecond Appeal, 
in conſequence of the manceuvre alluded to. 

A ſecond edition of the Firſt Appeal, of 
which 1000 copies were printed, is alſo called 
for, and will be publiſhed, I mean, in an- 
{wer to the queſtion, * Where is Reform to 


ſtop?” to draw the lines above-mentioned; 
and to demonſtrate that, if granted in due 


time, it cannot go farther. 

With my warmeſt wiſhes for your ſucceſs, 
and with that eſteem and affection to which 
your perſeverance in the Cauſe of Liberty 
entitles you, I am, | | 

Dear Sir, your's, 
J. CARTWRIGHT. 


P.S. On looking again at your Addreſs, I 
ſee it is directed to the Freehelders. This, 
however, cannot prevent your propoſing Re- 
preſentation to be extended to the Houſeholder. 
If you cannot well avoid having a General 
Meeting, and yet think it adviſable not to 
hazard the grand object, a Petition upon & 
vote, you may determine, at all events, on 
petitioning in the way I ſuggeſt, and, as ob- 
jects 
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jects of voting, prepare Reſolutions, which 

may be ſuch truiſms as cannot be got rig of 
without diſgrace to thole who vote A 
them. 


| be. 
* 
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_ CONSIDERATIONS” * © 

Wo ee rs 
TWOFOLD MODE OF ELECTION + 
EW," | ADOPTED BY | | 
THE FRENCH © 

— — on—tte f 4 
the poliſhed Nations of Antiquity, 
though they abounded with men, learned, 
inquiſitive, and anxious for the ſecure enjoy- 


ment of Liberty, Political Repreſentation was 


unknown. The diſcovery and eſtabliſhment of 
that invaluable regulation for uniting Liberty 
and Order in an extenſive Society, was reſerved 
for the rude Nations of the North, by whom 
the Roman Empire was overthrown. It was 
the happy effect not of politic contrivance, or of 
extraordinary powers of thought, ſearching for 
and diſcovering what the Greeks and Romans 
had miſſed, but the reſult of plain good ſenſe, 
placed in circumſtances different from theirs, 
and by thoſe circumſtances compelled to adopt 
a different plan of Liberty. The free States 
of Antiquity were in their origin ſmall, 
conſiſting uſually of the City and a ſcanty 
territory around it, 'The eaſe with which all 
the Citizens of ſuch ſmall States could aſ- 
ſemble and conduct the buſineſs of Govern- 
e ment, 


\ 
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ment, without material inconvenience, natu - 
rally led to the eſtabliſhment of Democracy. 
And when the progreſſive aggrandizement of 
ſuch Democratic States began to introduce 
tumult and diforder to a dangerous degree, 
it was found to be an inſuperable difficulty to 
perſuade Citizens, high minded and jealous 
of their ſovereign authority, to ſubmit ti any 
abridgment of their power, though calculated 
to render it more durable, and even to them- 
ſelves more beneficial; ''The idea of Popular 
Repreſentation perhaps never occurred to any 
of the Political Philoſophers of Greece or 

Italy ; or, if it did occur, it muſt have been 
diſmiſſed at once from their minds, as an in- 
novation of the ſovereign Rights of the People, 
which could not be propoſed with the leaſt 
chance of ſucceſs, or without imminent peril 
to the Propoſer. But Chance proved more 
favourable to the Conquerors of the Roman 
Empire. Large portions of it Were ſeized by 
the Goths, the Saxons, the Frans, &c. The 
Freedom which the various Tribes had 
brought from the Foreſts of Germany and 
Scandinavia, was ſtill their prevailing paſſion; 
but the extent of the rerritory they had con- 
quered, and the neceſſity to unite” in large 
Communities to preſerve it, obliged them 
gradually to introduce orderly Repreſenta- 
tive Aſſemblies, inſtead of thoſe ill- regulated 
Meetings of the Germans which Tacitus de- 
ſcribes ; which were adapted only to ſmall 
Communities, and at which the attendance of 
the far greater portion of each Nation, in its 
aggrandized ſtate, was plainly * , 
. n 
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On this principle of ſimple Repreſentation, 
the Nations of modern Europe were happily 
governed for many years. At laſt, their 
States General were ſet aſide; or rendered 
inefficient and totally uſeleſs to the Commu- 
nity, by the force or fraud of their 
Monarchs, and Political Liberty was loſt in 
the larger and more populous Countries 
which are ſituated on the weſtern ſide of 
Poland and the Ruſſian Empire. The Parli- 
ament of Britain alone eſcaped the fate of the 
Continental Aſſemblies: It exiſts, and it con- 
tinues to act; but it acts with too mueh de- 
pendence on the Crown and a few Noble Fa- 
miles to be the Controuler of their Power: 
It exiſts, but in a ſtate of decay, tainted with. 
corruption formerly unknown, and diſſ 


by complaints of abuſe which it neither cor- 


rects nor dares to deny. It has ceaſed to be 
honoured and beloved as the faithful Guardian 
of our Rights; it may protract a 
exiſtence, but the diſtruſt of the Public can 
be cured by the Reformation of Parliament. ' 
In Venice, and ſome other ſmall Ariſto- 
cratie Republies, the refinement of the 'T'wo- 
fold Election was introduced at a period 
when the ſimple Election of States and Parlia- 
ments had long been known, but with no fa- 
vourable effect to General Liberty. From 
the practice of Venice, however, about the 
middle of the 1th century this ſuppoſed im- 
provement on ſimple Repreſentation was 
adopted in the writings of a Political Philoſo- 
Ta *, whoſe zeal for Popular Rights is un- 
queſtionable, 

© nie- his Oceana. l 
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queſtionable, and whoſe profound-{kill; in the 
ſcience of Legiſlation has ſeldom, if ever been 
ſurpaſſed; At that time, his Countrymen had 
begun to be diſſatisfied under the oppreſſions 
of that Army by which Charles the Firſt had 
been dethroned. But, inſtead of aſſiſting them 
to reſtore and to meliorate the Conſtitution 
which they had loſt, and were ardently wiſh- 
ing to recover, he endeavoured to perſuade 
them to eſtabliſh a ne form of Republican 
Government, improved, as he conceived, by 
the regulations of the Ballot and the TWofold 
Repreſentation. On that occaſion, the judg - 
ment of Harrington ſeems to have been miſled 
by ſpecious novelties, whoſe, effects he had 
not ſufficiently conſidered. But fortunately 
his zeal and great abilities were unable to re- 
commend theſe devices to the acceptance of 
the Nation, or to reſiſt the current of opinion 
which more and more decidedly ran to bring 
back our ancient Form of Government. In 
more modern times, the doctrines of the 
Oceana found in the philoſophic Hume a ſtre- 
nuous admirer. He borrowed the Ballot and 
the Twofold Election, with ſome variations, 
from the Oceana, and improved his own ima- 
ginary Commonwealth by correcting the 
moſt obvious defect of his Predeceffor's, plan. 
Buy a ſtrange inadvertence in a Politician ſo 
| devoted to the People, Harrington had omit- 
ted to eſtabliſn the means by which they 
might regularly obtain Redreſs of their Griev- 
ances. In Hume s idea of a perfect Com- 
monwealth this defect is ſupplied; but at the. 
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ſamo time the Right it narrowed 
by him, with a dread of Popular Electiom 
which! is not ſtrange” indeed in a fpeculatots 
like Hume, acute and profound; but leſs 
friendly than Harrington to the ĩutereſts of 
the People. At a later period, during the 
iddy whirl of tlie Revolution, the Twofold 
lection, unhappily for France, was recom: 
mended by the Philoſophers of that Country. 
By their advice the ſpeculations of Hume au 
Harrington were preferred to tlie ſafer mode 
of ſimple Repreſentation, which with compe- 
tent ſucteſs had been practiſed in France for 
ages, and without difficulty might have been 
to their modern condition. By the 
Conſtitution of 179t, Primary and Electoral 
Aﬀemblies were eſtabliſhed ; rhe People were 


claſſed into active Citizens who poſſeſſed the 


requiſite qualification of property, and with 
it a right to vote for Electors at the Primary 
Elections f and into paſſive Citizens who po- 
ſeſſeck not that property, and to whom that 
Right was thertfdre denied. Afterwards; by 
the influence of Robertspierre, the diſtinction 
cautiouſly introduced at firſt, was fer aſide ; 
and every Citizen, without regard to — 
y, was allowed to vote at 

ſemblies. This was a ſpecious meaſure, {Ao 
ingly” wgll adapted to reconcile theory and 
practieuł prudence; it gratified the wiſh of 
ſpeculative men without alarming their fears; 

and it was praiſed by many. But in its ten- 
dency the Double mode of Election was a de- 
_ and 8 refinement; it was a 


% D d novelty 
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novelty in France; and the adoption of it by 
their National Aſſembly, inſtead. of retaining 
their own States-General, and their ſimple 
Reprefentation with improvements, was one 
of. thoſe many. indiſcretions which pond n 
exceſs of their temeritʒ. 

VUndoubtedly, as many cauſes contributed to 
bring on the Revolution, ſo errors {till more 
numerous contributed to defeat it. The ma- 
ſter error which dictated every impolitie mea - 


© - ſure, and ended in the final failure of the 


French Revolutioniſts, was their proneneſi to 
prefer theory to experience, and to ſacrifice 
practical utility to an unattainable perfection. 
In their raſh zeal for innovation, the Aſſem- 
blies left almoſt nothing in France unchang- 
ed. Every poſſible experiment was tried, and 
novel meaſures ſucceeded each other in rapid 
ſucceſſion. No plan was allowed to acquire 
the ſolidity of an eſtabliſhment, -. By this rage 
for inceſſant change, the Revolutionary ſtrug= 
gle was continued till the contending parties 

were | exaſperated. to the utmoſt animoſuy; 
and thus France was deſolated, and the Care 
of Liberty was diſgraced by multiplied crimes 
and horrors, from which the power of a Mi- 
litary Uſurper at laſt ſeemed the only pro- 
tection. The ſpeculators who poſſeſſed the 
confidence of the People at an carly period 
of the Revolution, ought to have conſidered 
that their plan might become too grand and 
too extenſive to be realized; that more might 
be attempted than the F rench People were 
able to accompliſh, more might be effected 
19 _ oy the virtue to maintain. — 


at 
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ſhould have been aware how dangerous it was 
to prolong the ſeaſon of Revolutionary expe · 
riments, how neceſſary to cloſe the ſtruggle 

before the People were wearied with —— 
diſguſted by diſappointed hope, and either 
their rage, their dejection, or their deſpair 
would fruſtrate the attempt to give An 

to the Nation. 

_ © Yet for the temerity of the French Philo- 
ſophers, much as we may cenſure and lament 
its pernicious effects, ſome excuſe, ſome. EX= 


tenuation may be pleaded. They acted 0 


times of unparalleled heat and violence; and 
when the paſſions of the People were highly. 
inflamed, it was ſcarcely poſſible that they 
could preſerve their minds unwarped by the 
general ardour, and free from the enthuſiaſm 


of the Public. Into many of their imprudent 


meaſures, no doubt they were hurried by the 
impulſe of their benevolence, hoping to repay 
the boundleſs confidence of the Public by con- 
ferring upon it henefits whoſe value paſſed 
all calculation ; or deceived perha 2 in the 


caſe of Twofold Election, by 
ſuppoſition, that ſo the theory of 1 
might be reconciled with the peace and order 
of Society ; and the maſs of the People might 
be admitted, however remotely, to ſhare the 
power of ſelf government, without the intro- 
duction of tumult and confuſion. 
And this apology for the eſtabliſhment of 
the Twofold Election in France ſeems to 
ſeſs the greater force, from the approbation 
beſtowed upon that meaſure by the Author of 
TRI Gallicæ; and ſtill more fo, from the 
Dd: warmth 


( 
warmth of commendation expreſſed by Earl 
Stanhope on the paſſage contained iv that 
book, which is cited in one of his Lordſhip's 
letters to, the Editor. The ſentiments de- 
elared in that bo e NAY be thoſe 

which its learned Author may have choſen 
ſubſequently to profeſs, will always bave great, 
weight on political ſubjets, = 
| U. on queſtions reſpecting the Rights of 
the 'Pepple; and the various modes of Elec- 
tion, and their conſequences more or leſs fa- 
vourable' to General, Liberty, the authority 
of Earl Stanhope is greater ſtill. 
On preparing to publiſh a letter of that 

truly noble Patriot, in which the opinion of 
M-Mackintoſh is cited in favour of the Two- 
fold Flection, repreſenting it as the very per- 
fectlon of politic wiſdom ; and the, ſyperior 
welpht of his own judgment is added to the 
fame' effect, it is incumbent, on the Editor, 
ſince he differs moſt decidedly from thoſe very 
able Political Philoſophers, to ſtate the reaſons. 
of his diffent, but with all that deference 
which is due to their joint. opinion, and with 
that high eſteem and that warmth, of affec- 
tlonate regard which he muſt ever feel for the 


* 


public chararcter of the noble Lord, and for 
his invariable friendfhip to himſelf, 
If in the preſent proſtrate ſtate of the Peo- 
ple in this Country the diſcuſſion ſhould ap- 
pear unneceſſary, let it be conſidered that the 
times are critical, and marked by the produc · 
tion of great and unexpected events: the 
War renewed may be diſaſtrous; or if ugt 
attended with, military difalter, is may. 15 a 

6a | 2 Jong 
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Jong War i k may demand A molt Wag 
creaſe of 4 Tafel Already enormous; 
pular diſtreſs may produce Popular 1 
a 199 our Government on 12 appearance 4 
diſcontent may teſprt agaid to thaſe ſeverities 
which were thonght neceſfiry in. the ficftWar 
with the French Republic. The 7 ne now 
ſo paſſive, ſo funk Wo apathy and deſpair, h 
not forgotten their Ri hts A Eb 12 10 Ba 1 
loſt their Paints as meh, They 5 
come ſore from the' preffiire' of At fe? 
diſtreſs; they may becdme ! dignant at ac- 
knowledged, bit ubreformec abuſes ; - 1 ey 
may derte i Aarient under the renewed ſe- 
verities which 1 * 4 them hx 
have arms iti their ha they may 12 
Reform in a tone which muſt be 2 
with.” On that emergency, whether CR 2 
or hoped from” the mutability of the Peo 
it may not be uſeleſs that ohe who had. befo 
endeavoured to diſſuade them ec pl 
tion of the new principle in aur Conftiturion 
of the Ballor, had alſo endeavoured to con- 
vince them that the other new principle of | 
the Twofold Election was (till m 15 inexpe 
_ id the adoption of it robab ly {you 
| ter.ded with ii aer a0 
10 the People themſelves, _ 

In the apprehenſion of the Tabl. a 155 
fold Election is a device which would but de- 
ceive tlie hopes o klie Public, Seine the 
dow for the ſubſkanes of Liberty,” It would, 
indeed eſtabliſn a Repreſentative G oyernmen 
drawn, but too” remotely, from the, maſs of 


the People. 
u -D4y | A Par- 
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A Parliament fo choſen, would be bound to 
them therefore by ties which would be nearly 
imperceptible; and it would feel for them, 
in no ſenſible degree, either ſympathy or re- 
ſponſibility. In a Repreſentative Aſſembly 
thus formed, the ableſt and moſt eloquent of 
dur Public Men might all be compriſed ; and 
yet the Aſſembly feeling no community. of 
intereſt with the maſs of the People, or none 
but in a very imperfect degree, would ſeldom 
or never act from views of public ſpirit, and 
by the dictates of true wiſdom ; it. wauld not 
acquire the confidence of the Nation ; ; it would 
not long reſiſt corruption; and ĩt would but 
preſerve an ignominious exiſtence lb the ſer- 
vility of its Complingre with the cut vp 
Power. i, 
The kindred meaſures. of the Ballot and 
| the Twofold Election might be ſuited. to the 
temper and genius of that jealous Republic, 
from whence they were borrawed by Har- 
rington. It might be expedient in Venice to 
introduce this mode of Election; that as the 
Ballot covered the i intrigues and cabals of their 
Nobles, under the fair appearance of 2 9 
freely and honeſtly, becauſe ſecretly given, 
the complex machinery, the 8 and quiet 
of the Double Election, might uard their 
power againſt thoſe agitations of the public 
mind, and that bxtonfon of Liberty hich, 
the ſimple Election probably might produce. 
But, in r other ſuppoſable ſtate of Soci- 
ety, the practice jo che Twofold Repreſenta- 
tion dene to be either uſeleſs or 7 hm 
ut ab It would be a ylelels, and 


. 
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impracticable 
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impracticable refinement for vude and w 
liſhed Nations: it would be an unneceſſary 
incumbrance for Nations diſtinguiſhed by ſu- 
perior virtue and wiſdom; and though it may 
be thought applicable to Natlons like the 
Britiſh, which are of a mixed character, ad- 
vanced in opulence, and the arts of life, withæ 
out a correſponding. advancement in virtue, 
poſſeſſing a free Conſtitution, but debaſed by 
corruption and abuſes, yet in a courſe. of 
years it may juſtly be feared it would. pro- 

duce evils of greater magnitude, and of more, 
dangerous conſequence to the Community, 

than thaſe which it would en or pal- 


liate, 

1. In a rude d ſomi-harbarons ſtate of 
Society, the art of mental cultivation is un- 
known, or it is practiſed with little or no ſu- 
perior advantage by the Rich. Ignorance js, | 
nearly, or altogether, their lot as much as it 
is the lot of the Poor. Tbe diſparity there»; 
fore in wiſdom and virtue which is found to 
exiſt between men of different claſſes, in a 
Community ſo. circumſtanced, is inconſider- 
able. Unimproved by the benefit. of educa- 
tion, men. in eyery.clais nearly reſemble. each. 
other, and with ſuch variations as natural 
ability and accidental events may produce, 
they are alike poorly. qualified for the taſk 
Legiſlation, or 4p that of Election. 
men in this ition, the artificial a | 
of electing Electors has never. been propoſed. 
It- is ſcarcely poſſible that it even could be, 
propoſed touch men, without m eeting inſtant, 
e W barret by ame 
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— — 


extraordinary means this operoſe 3 
has obtained admiſſion in a Community ſo 


circumſtanded. Is ĩt not evident that it would 
perplex the ſimplicity and offend the pride of 
the People; that it would weary the indolent 
and impatient, and diſguſt thoſe who were the 
beſt informed; and without producing the 


effect of a more enlightened Repreſentation, 


the Double Election would deſtroy that —— 
munity of intereſt and ſympathy of fee 


- Which ought ever to ſubſiſt between _ 


of the e and their — > 
And thus the Nation would loſe the beſt ſe- 
curity for Public Liberty, for the juſtice of 
thoſe who govern, and the happineſs of the 
governed, without a poſlibiley of gaining oy 
d advantage. . | 
2. In a Country in which'the People were 
diſtinguiſhed by ſimplicity of manners, and yet 
had attained a great degree of improvement 
in knowledge and virtue, with a diſtribution 
of property not extremely unequal, the regu- 
lation in queſtion would be an unteceſf 
incumbrance; it would be a uſeleſt reſtriction 
of their ſocial Rights; and without'necefity, 


| or the hope of benefit, to reftrain thoſe Rights 
never can be expedient. In ſuch a condition: 


of Society, there would be nothing to fear for 
Community; either from whe influence of 


— Ariſtocracy, or the licentiouſneſs of the 


2 rn The bafereſs of corruption would 
whheard of; the meang of the Opulent 
be inadequate to purchaſe the Sufrage 
t F- Ke us, thus to earFyi 

Side infamous: ᷑he vit tubus 
EE, * enlightened 


1 
ennghtened Pbor would ſpurn at the offer" of 
à bribe; and the Rich would be too nobiy 
minded tb tender it. The attempt to decide 


an EleMion by means of tumult would be ſtill 
more ſure to meet diſgrace and diſappoint- 
ment, and it could not eſcape the feverity of 
the laws, becauſe it would excite general in- 
dignation. In ſuch 'a State, the Twofold 
Election would be a wafte of dime and trouble 
to guard againft evils which neither exiſted, 
nor were Hkely to exiſt, to any dangerous * 
tent; it would” be à mere meumbrance, and 
it might become a naifance to the Commu- 
27 & 

nd the eiienee er a Cube hits hap- | 
pily circurſtineced is not à gratuitous 
ſition, or a picture drawn from fancy; it is a 
fuppoſition founded on facts, and the reaſon- 
ing is confirmed by experience; for ſuch, 
near! was the happy condition of our Clos 

des ber Ne x Nevolution in America. Their 
Legiflative Aſſemblies were diſting' 3K 
their wiſtlom, their integrity, and, above all, 
by their inflexible fidelity to the intereſts of 
their Conſtituents. In Connecticut, the fimple 
Right of Election was anne g by every Citi- 
25 and it Was exerciſed with exemplary 
Purity, peace,” and order. In Pens ande, 
where more difparity of wealth and Teſs -I 
manners prevatted, this Right alſo was exer- 
eiſed, undder a flight pecunfary qualification, 
and with a 5s. of cautious vigilance and 
public ſpirit which ſecured the purity of their 
Elections, and a conllant ſucceſſion. of Aſſem· 


blies diſtinguiſhed by their ability and zeal for 
ns W119 'S the 
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the-Poblic. For many years the venerable 
Franklin was annually choſen by his Fellow- 
Citizens at Philadelphia to repreſent / them. 
He was choſen not only without expence, and 
without the trouble of a canvas, but even 
without any previous notification. of his wiſh. 
to repreſent them: and at that time, ſuch was 
the jealouſy. of the Conſtituent Body there, 
ſuch their anxious zeal to prevent the intro- 
duction of corrupt practices at Elections, that 
no man dared to declare himſelf a Candidate, 
and the act of ſoliciting a vote would have 
been the certain loſs of his Election. * 

In ſuch circumſtances, the qualification un- 
der which the Right of Suffrage was exerciſed 
in Pennſylvania probably might have been 
aboliſhed without inconvenience, and the firſt 
of ſocial Rights might have been ſafely ex- 
tended to every Citizen. But it ſeems evident 
that the Twofold Election could not have 
been introduced, or not without manifeſt diſ- 
advantage, in that Country. To the ſupe- 
rior and more intelligent claſſes of Freemen 
there would have been a degrading reſtraint 
of their Right; to the middle and inferior 
clafſes there would have been a diſguſting: ex 
pence of time and trouble attending this mode 
of Election: it would have been offenſive and 
weariſome to the whole Conſtituent Body; 
and, on a ſhort trial, it probably would have 
been repealed, as an 58 8 regulation | 
W ideen muh Ren ions dan 


= | Thefs circomlances e x the Keie i Peanſyleania, 

and the manner in which Dr. was choſen at at Philadelphia, 
a his own -ambority4 7 we'd trail © W pre 

| increaſing 
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increaſing their purity, and might expoſe the 
public ſpirit of the People to be impaired or 
ruined, for no poſſible improvement of tha 

Senate. in either wiſdom or virtue. 
3. But it has been thought. by judicious 
men, and a truly benevolent "Parrior-Philoſo- 
pher *, that the regulation in queſtion might 
be. advantageouſly applied to a Community 
like ours, which has made conſiderable ad- 
vances in civility, in knowledge, and in vir- 
tue; which. has been accuſtoined to enjoy a 
conſiderable portion of Liberty; but which 
om a great variety of cauſes is become inca- 
pable of any farther advance in national feli- 
city, without a Radical Reform which may 
remove thoſe cauſes, or overcome their per- 
nicious effects. And when ſuch men have in- 


dulged a hope that in the Twofold Election 


a cure for the maladies of a State ſo circum- 
ſtanced, and the means of higher improve- 
ment. of the People might be found, their 
ſentiments may juſtly claim for the meaſure 
in queſtion a more particular examination. 
It ſeems certain, then, that the introduction 
of Double Elections in ſuch a Community 
would prevent thoſe tumults which at preſent 


ſo frequently diſgrace the Popular Elections 


of Britain. The Elections at the Primary 
Aſſemblies would be attended by few Voters, 
career with the numbers at our great 


„ Eart'$t blends in hi carater the merit of » ſaguciou 

and inventive iloſopher, wich thoſe of an ardent. ifn- 

wy Patriot, His political conduct ſtamps on his name the 

that he is one of the rhoſt virtuous Citizens of the-Commu- 

His diſcoveries in Far ill rank him with thoſo 
5 bare been the BenefaQto 

© Uledtions, 
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were unlimitted; and they would excite no 


extraordinaty zeal, becauſe the object con- 
tended for would be of inconſiderable value; 


and therefore tumults at the Primary Aſſem- 


blies would be nearly unknown. The choice 
of Repreſentatives by the Electoral Aſſemblies 
would be intereſting, but only to a ſmall num- 
ber of Electors; they would be ſeparated 


from the great Body of the People, and ſes 


cured from any. unpeaceable contention by 
the paucity of their number, and generally 
alſo by the ſuperior rank of the actual Elect- 
ors. | LE 35 9 Gay 
In this view, therefore, the Twofold mode 
of Election ſeems to offer an advantage which 
cannot be denied. But quietneſs at Elections 
may be too dearly purchaſed]; and the tumults 
complained of in Britiſh Elections, though dif- 
graceful and diſguſting, are not, however, 
productive of evils which extenſively affect 
the public weal; and by the ſeverity of our 


| Jaws, duly exerciſed, they might be fil more 


reſtraine | | 
Let then the Philoſophic Friend of Liberty 
conſider Whether the value of the improve- 
ment, in this refpe&, is not far outweighed 
by the unavoidable confequerices of this mode 
of Election: whether a lifeleſs and inamim 
indifference would not ufttally mark Elections 
at the Primary Aſſeinblies ? And whether the 
change would not therefore tend yet farther to 
depreſs, and ultimately to ſubdue that energy 
of eharacter, and that patriotic zeal, which, 
though, in a declining ſtate, ſtill animate = 
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tals of our people; and which in every Com- 
munity form that efſeptial preſeryati e my 
out which Public e cannot None 
maintained? 
It is admitted that public ſpirit is a virtue 
of which the Britiſh Nation is not entirely 
deſtitute; it even may be truly affirmed to 
poſſeſs it in a ſuperior degree, when, com- 
pared with the generality of Nations, ancient. 
or modern. And yet it is the juſt complaint 
of our Moraliſts, that although. examples of 
great patriotic virtue may be found in ſome 
F ſtill as a People we fall far hort. 
our duty in this debe; that we are more 
deficient in public ſpirit in this age than in 
che laſt, and have been much excelled by the 
Americans of modern times, and by the 
Greeks and Romans of old. To what are 
e to impute theſe appearances, on the one 
band ſo very unſatisfactory, and yet conſoling 
on the other? That public ſpirit is not ex 
os that inſtances. of patriotic zeal are not. 
very rare occurrence among us, may Juſtly 
be aſcribed, to the ſhare, inadequate. as it js, 
which the People ſtill retain in the Govern- 
ment of their Country. By the Bill of Rights, 
acceded to at the ee di all have a direct 
concern, and a Right to interfere by Petition 
in the « conduct of public affairs. By the Con- 
ſtitution, even, in its now mutilated. Rate, a, 
conſiderable portion of the. .People, as Conſti- 
tuents, poſſeſs, an immediate influence upon 
the Houſe of Commons; and the maxims of 
our Conſlitution, though too often diſregarded 


by Wagen and Eras; are Avec 
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Nill favourable to the People and their Rights. 
Hente public ſpirit is found to exiſt among 
us, though in a ſtate of decline, nearly ap- 
proaching to diſſolution: and again this ſtate 
of decay, which threatens the extinction of 
public ſpirir, may be juſtly imputed to the 
enormous increaſe of the Patronage of the 
Crown, and to thoſe frauds and dbuſes by 
which a great part of the Community have 
been deprived of any direct connection with 
Parliament, and are cut off from the dignified 
feelings of Feemen: while multitudes who re- 
- tain their place, as Members of the Conſti- 
tuent Body, are yet expoſed to extraordinary 
temptations, unknown to the Voters of for- 
mer ages, and which, in the preſent, they are 
ſeldom able to. reſiſt. 

To theſe powerful cauſes of the degraded 
ſpirit of the Nation may be added the growth 
of our commercial grandeur, and the territo- 
rial conqueſts of our Eaſt-Indian Company, 
with the concomitant evils of a groſs luxury, 
and the ſelfiſhneſs which too frequently marks 
a ſuddenly-enriched Commercial Ariſtocracy. 
And in the latter part of the reign of the 
King. the moſt potent bane to public virtue 
has been adminiſtered by a Man, once its pro- 
feſſed and devoted Friend; after that, too 
ſtrongly tempted to govern by other maxims 
than thoſe of Liberty, by other motives than 
thoſe of patriotic zeal; who by profuſion ac- 
quired an almoſt boundleſs influence, and who 
by the arts of deluſion, or the rigours of a 
ſyſtem of terror and coercion, miſled or inti- 


mated thoſe whom he failed to i 
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In this debaſed' ſtate of the public mind, 
from the joint effect of abuſes and corruption, 
aided by the growth of a luxurious ſelfiſhneſs, 
and all the powers of deluſion and intimida- 
tion, the anxious friends of -humanity are 
aware, that ſome renovating plan muſt be de- 
viſed, ſome noble effort muſt be made, to re- 
animate the Nation to the generous feeling 
of patriotiſm, or nothing will remain for Bri- 
tain but to plunge into deeper corruption of 
manners, and a more complete apathy. What 
that plan, what thoſe efforts ought to be, is 
the important difficulty, on the right ſolution 
of which depends the future welfare, or the 
utter ruin of our Country; its being ſunk in 
ſlavery, or elevated to noble and ſtill 
more noble feelings, and a capacity to/ ads - 
vance to the highelt felicity. 
But before that queſtion be decided in fa - 
vour of any propoſition of Reform, how evet 
ſpecious, let it be examined whether it is a 
meaſure well adapted to rouze the People from 
their lethargic ſtupidity, and to inſpire them 
afreſh with that patriotic zeal which is ſo near 
ly extin&; and if that queſtion muſt be anſwer- 
ed with a negative, doubtleſs we ſhall have little 
reaſon to expect that public happineſs can be 
ed by eſtabliſhing the mere forms of 
iberty, without tes via vital ſpirit which alone 
can give them efficacy or permanence. | 
It is not ſufficient for the ſueceſs and gl 
of an Army, that the conduct of it has been 
intruſted to a ſxilful and intrepid General, 
aſſiſted by Officers of experienced ability and 
| oonengey it is not ſufficient that the great 
Body 
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Body of his Troops have been inſtructed in 
all the mechanical practices of war, in the 
dextrous uſe of their limbs and their weapons, 
and the performance of evolutions in the moſt 
approved mode of modern tactics. The fkils 
ful General knows that his men cannot be ex- 
d to make the utmoſt exertions they are 
capable of, although excited by he dread of 
puniſhment, the deſire of promotion, and zeal 
for the honour of their Monarch: he wiſhes 
to add ſtill more powerful incentives to he- 
roiſm, and endeavours to inſpire his Army 
with that paſſion for military fame, and that 
enthuſiaſtic ardour for the defence of their 
Country, which prompt every Soldier to fight 
as if the victory eee Wee 
pfroweſss. 
Juſt ſo it is with a Community: Ranay be 
governed by a mild and humane Prince, and 
he may be aſſiſted by an intelligent and able 
Senate. Vet if corruption and other cauſes 
of malignant tendency have combined to de- 
grade the character of the Community, it 
will be abſolutely unable to recover that de- 
gree of mental purity and vigour from which 
it has fallen; and ſtill more unable to make a 
continual advance to higher and higher im- 
provements in national dignity and happinefs; 
without ſome remedial Reform, by which 
corruption and the other cauſes: of its dege- 
neracy ſhall be counteracted and removed. 
But by ſuch a Reform, the Community may 
be reſtored to thoſe feelings of patriotiſin and 
honour, which, when duly regulated by ra- 
tional religion, are to every Feople the = 
| Er 
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cipal ſpring. of their felicity. — . 9 
Stateſman will ſeek for that remedial Reform in 
meaſures calculated * ta depreſs the minds 
of the lower claſſes of men, but to elevate, 
them; to intereit them, as much as; 
for the public weal, and to inſpire them wi 
rene eee 
rolity. And having effected this primary im. 
provement, he will reſt ſatisfled that. — 
will be ſafe, and the Community will be ca- 
pable of progreſlive melioration. But. he will - 
not expect theſe ineſtimable benefits _ ar- 
tificial- refinements, which, like the — 
of an Army are uleleſs, if not * 
by the generous and manly virtuęs. 
not look for them in any regulation, — — 
ſpecious, how ever well. contrived, it, may bg 
to maintain peace and order, if yet. it, withe - 
draw the Body — the People from the con- 
templation of thoſe. objecis, and the practice 
of thoſe duties which are fitted. ta excite. a 
exerciſe their patriotic affections. ub 
he will wiſh. to preſerve and cheriſh their love 
of peace and order, but he will — en. 
deavour allo to inſpire them with high con: 
ceptions of public virtue and true dignity 3 
and if it could be in his power, he would ani: 
r 
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of the Community, che other to n 
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mate every Freeman with an ardent but well 


directed zeal to promote the welfare of the 
Public, and ſo to act as if on his individual 
efforts of Patriotiſm the fate of his Country 
depended. * 

But it is e ee chat effects directly 


oppoſite would be produced by the Twofold 


mode of Election, eſpecially if every Citizen 
were allowed to vote: they would be worſe 
than merely negative effects, barring future 


5 improvement: they would expoſe the bulk 


of the Community to more ſevere oppreſſion : 
they would throw a more deadly damp on 
our almoſt extinguiſhed ardour for Liberty, 
and haſten our downward progreſs to Slavery 
for the Elections at the brimary Aſſemblies 
would be too unimportant to call into exerciſe 
any energy of character, or even in any great 
proportion to engage the attendance of the 
People. They would be ſlighted here, as 
they were flighted in France, and the right 
of voting at them would be felt to be little 
better than a nominal privilege; it would be 
a right which would often be unexerciſed 


from the apathy and neglect of thoſe who poſ- 


ſeſſed it; and it would more frequently happen, 
from the dependent ſtate and ſervility of 
mind of many in the lower claſſes, that they 
would exerciſe their right amiſs. From 
the influence which Property beſtows in this 
Country, it may be concluded with reaſon 
that men in the ſuperior and middle claſſes, 
at the Primary Elections, would vſually ob- 
tain from their inferiors a majority of their 
Wees; and men in the loweſt claiſes would 

almoſt 
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almoſt never be elevated to the Bleftoral ran- 
This concluſion ſeems not to admit a diſpute. 
For if the lower Voters in Britain, under the 


preſent laws of qualification, are accuſtomed to 
vote as men of influence around them recom · 


mend, even in Elections which confer a Legi- 
ſlative Power, it were highly unreaſonable to 

expect that the ſame claſs of Voters, at Elec- 
tions at which they would only exerciſe the 
power of voting for men by whom their Le- 
giſlators ſhould be named, would exert greater 
independence of mind than upon an occaſion 
far more important. And this 2 
would be much more contrary to reaſon, if 


Univerſal Suffrage at the Primary Elections | 
were eſtabliſhed, and a more numerous claſs. 


of ſtill lower perſons were allowed to vote 


for Electors. The habitual effect, therefore,. 


of the T wofold Election would be the almoſt. 
entire excluſion of the lower claſſes from the 
Electoral Body; they would ceaſe, in a great 
meaſure, to hold any connection with their 
Repreſentatives, who would neither owe their 
ſeats in Parliament to their favour, nor would 
be liable to loſe them from their diſpleaſure, 
except by a circuitous operation, and a con- 
currence of cauſes which would rarely occur. 

And hence, inſtead of inſpiring the upper 
claſſes with ſentiments of greater reſpect for 
thoſe at the lower end of Society, this Double 


mode of Election would tend to produce a 


contrary effect. For men who had not been 


raiſed to the Electoral rank, could not be con- 
ſidered by the Members of Parliament as their 


F or only n ſo; and con- 
E e ſequently 


— 
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ſeejuently-thols Members would generally be 
inclined to pay more attention to their imme- 
dtate Electors to feel for them a greater re- 
ſpect, and to promote their intereſt and their 
wiſhes with more anxiety than the intereſt 
and wiſnhes of men who were merely the Con- 
ſtituents of their Electors. And thus our 
Government would have a ſtrong and con- 

{tant tendency to oppreſs the moſt numerous 
part of the Community, and to favour pow- 
erful men by means injurious to the weak. 
Doubtleſs the Conſtitution is not always able 
to check this injurious tendency, even at pre- 
ſent, when ſo conſiderable a number of men, 
in the loweſt claſſes, ſhare the right to elect 
their immediate Repreſentatives. But thoſe 
claſſes, when habitually deprived of their di- 
rect connection with the Houſe of Commons, 
or retaining it in no ſenſible degree, would 
probably experience more oppreſſive treat- 
. 
ticable. 

And their almoſt unpereelvable connection 
with the Legiſlative Aſſembly, which would 
be the conſequence of the Twofold Election, 
eſpecially on the moſt extenſive prineiple of 
Suffrage, would bring with it, in a different 
direction, effects ſtill more extenſively perni- 
cious;- The habitual effect of that mode of 
Election, we have ſeen, would be almoſt entire- 
ly to exclude the lower claſſes from the rank 
of Electors. Inſtead; therefore, of being 
raiſed by this ſpecious meaſure to functions of 
higher importance, and fitted thereby to at- 


tam 12 degrees of — dignity, free- 
| dom, 


CCC 
dom, and felicity, the (inferior claſſes: would 
be ſunk to a ſtill: lower point of mental: de- 


gradation. At preſent a conſiderable portion 
of thoſe claſſes partake the Rights of Free- 
men; the Conſtitution; invites them to look 
up to the Repreſentative Body, to watch their 
meaſures, and to form a judgment of the con- 
duct and character of the Body, and of its 
individual Members. It calls upon them to 
conſider the public iatereſt, and to act ho- 
neſtly with a view to promote it, in beſtow- 
ing their Suffrages. And thus a part at leaſt 
of thoſe claſſes may, and certainly do, acquire 
ideas of public duty, and the feelings of Pa- 
triotiſm. But by the Twofold mode of Elec- 
tion a far ſmaller proportion of thoſe claſſes 
would be accuſtomed to raiſe their minds to 
the conſideration of the intereſt of the Commu 
nity, and of their duty as Members of Society. 
The Conſtitutionithen would afford: them no 
dignified employment, it would intruſt them 
with no important duty to be performed, it 
would habitually intercept from their view 

every object, the contemplation of Which 
could inſpire them with generous ſentiments 
of public virtue. Under ſuch circumſtances, 
elevation of character would hardly be attain- 
able by men in the lower ſtations of life; 
and when once the manly and patriotic vir- 
tues had ceaſed to diſtinguiſn with honour the 
great Body of the People, and they had ſunk 
into a ſtate of general apathy and indifference, 
an ambitious Monarch might be tempted to 
invade their Rights, and too probably might 
ſueceed. But let not the upper claſſes flatter 
E e 3 themſelves 
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themſelves with the hope, as deluſive as it is 
mean and- ſelfiſh, that their ſhare of the Public 
Freedom, with their honours and peculiar 
privileges, could be ſafe when the ſpirit and 
character of the People were thus ſubdued, 
und their Rights were deſtroyed. A poor 
and hardy Nation may retain a ſhare of partial 
Freedom, and its Ariſtocratie eſtabliſhment 
may preſerve its rank and power, when the 
inferior claſſes have been degraded and en- 
ſlaved. Of this a proof may be found in the 
Spartan Republic. Wealth, real or fictitious, 
was unknown at Sparta; and gold, if offered 
to the manly Citizens of that Commonwealth, 
had no power to corrupt; they remained l 
free themſelves, after the Helots had been 
degraded to nearly the loweſt ſtate of ſlavery. 
Even a rich and luxurious Nation, like this, 
may retain a ſhare of Freedom, but with dif- 
ficulty and hazard; for though luxury and 
corruption may have deeply tainted the ranks 
above, the middle and lower ranks may yet 
poſſeſs, though in a diminiſhed degree, ſome 
part of its ancient vigour and energy. But 
were the lower extreme of Society by any 
means to loſe its manlineſs of character, and 
to become enervate and of an abject ſpirit, 
while at the other extreme a ſelfiſh. luxury 
had extinguiſhed, in a great meaſure, the pub- 
lie ſpirit of our Nobles, the middle claſs, itſelf 
impaired: in vigour by the contagious malady 
of the times, too probably. would be unable 
to withſtand the encroachments of Power, and 
alone to ſupport the Conſtitution of their 
Country: the deſcent to flavery would be 
"$9 d rapid, 
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rapid, and the ruin of the Country would be 
complete. e. | F £ 
Such, in all probability, would be the per- 
nicious efficacy of this regulation to degrade 
the bulk of the Community in ordinary caſes; 
in quiet and eaſy times when neither misfor- 
tunes in War, nor internal diſtreſs and op- 
preſſion in Peace had exaſperated the minds 
of the People. But times of diſtreſs and 
danger would form an exception to the ge- 
neral tendency of the meaſure in queſtion. 
The People would, then become ſolicitous 
about the management of publie affairs, 
they would ſcrutinize the conduct of indivi- 
dual Members, and form a judgment, often 
erroneous. perhaps, of the meaſures of Go- 
vernment: they would complain aloud, they 
would claim redreſs, and the change of Mi- 
niſters and their meaſures; but they would 
find their votes at Primary Aſſemblies gave 
them little importance, and their petitions 
would be diſregarded. Their diſſatisfaction 
would be increaſed by the diſregard of their 
Rulers, and indignation would ſoon point out 
the cauſe of that contempt and its only effectual 
cure. They would demand to be admitted 
to an immediate connection with Parliament, 
to be allowed to vote, not for Electors, but 
for their actual Repreſentatives, and they 
would no longer endure thus to be cheated 
15 a device which defrauded them of their 
ſubſtantial ſecurity againſt miſrule and op- 
preſſion, by ſubſtituting a privilege of little 
value for the invaluable Right to elect their 
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Repreſentatives . Fhe difficulty to reject 
their demand would be great, and the Legi- 
Nature would feel it; becauſe the regulation 
itſelf, on the more extended principle, amounts 
to an acknowledgment: of the Right of Uni- 
verſal Suffrage at ſimple Elections, even in the 
ct of withdrawing it; it is in theory an eſta- 
bliſhment of the principle, while ſin practice 
it would deſtroy the benefit of it. In this 
dilemma, if the Right of Univerſal Suffrage 
at ſimple Elections were obtained by the lower 
people, it would be extorted from the Legi- 
Nature prematurely, and when they were to- 
tally unfit to exerciſe it with advantage to the 
Public and themſelves; and it would lead to 
ruin, by introducing Elections too diſorderly 
and too tumultuous to be borne. Such, pro- 
bably, in unquiet times would be the conſe- 
-quence of the meaſure in queſtion, though 
"contrived for the purpoſe that tumult and diſ- 
order might be altogether prevented. But if 
the Right of Univerſal Suffrage were refuſed, 
the refuſal would too probably produce an 
increaſe of diſcontem which could only end 
fatally for the Community; for the formidable 
A the commencement of the Revolution, the States· General 
of France had been laid afide for nearly 180 years. 


I The propoſal of the Twofold Election therefore could not be of- 
ſenſive, in this view, to the French People; they could not feel 


it to be the privation of a Right which any Frenchman living had 
"exctciſed. But in Britain the caſe is di t. A conſiderable 
ries, the 


1 pagics of the People bere have enjoyed, for many 
| Right of ſimple Election of Repreſentatives. The | 
of the 'Twofold Eleftion in this Country would therefore be not 
only an ãnnovation, but a privation alſo of the Right long enjoyed 
by that rtion of the People. And on this account it has es 
Up w the Editor to be an undefirable principle of Reform, 
ce if the reaſons ſtated againſt it in this Paper were deemed ab- 
folately to want weight. 


aggrandize- 


ntroduftion . 


(* | 
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ens our exiſtence as an Independent People; 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhould be, 
what in * meaſure we are, an Armed 


Nation. The complaining claſſes, 
would have arms in their hands; and, under 
theſe circumſtances, to provoke their rage 
would be to excite a civil war, vith all its 
terrible calamities. ' But if the refuſal ſhould 
not produce inſurrection and conſequent 'Re- 
volution, if the malcontents ſhould be over- 
_ awed into paſſive acquieſcence, under the pri- 
vation of the ſubſtantial power of Elective 
Suffrage, they would of courſe be depreſſed 
by deſpair to that point of mental degradation, 
to that apathy and total extinction of public 
ſpirit which renders a Nation unſit for Liberty, 
and incapable to maintain it. 9 
It may be granted, however, by ſome, that 
the tendency of the Twofold Election in quiet 
times to weaken and deſtroy the feelings of 
Patriotiſm in the lower claſſes, in angry times 
to inflame their paſſions to inſurrection and 
revolutionary rage, is here rightly ſtated; and 
yet they may contend that the bad effects of 
this tendency are exaggerated, inaſmuch as 
they would be counteracted and overcome, in 
quiet times eſpecially, by the ſuperior good 
effects of this regulation in a different direc- 
tion, by the diminution of expence and cor- 
ruption at ſuch Elections, and by the ſuperior 
wiſdom of a. Legiſſature ſo choſen. But ex- 
perience afſords no ground for preſuming that 
expence and corruption would thus be dimi- 
niſned. On the contrary, it appears that in 


thoſe 
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thoſe places in which the Right of returning 
Members to Parliament has been monopolized 
by a few Families in the middle ſtations of life, 
our preſent Elections are not leſs expenſive, 
or leſs corrupt, than they are in other places, 
in which the inbabitants at large enjoy that 
privilege and abuſe it, in numbers tenfold 
greater. In the more open Elections of cer- 
rain Towns, the integrity of the numerous 
; Voters in low ſtations is overcome by a bribe 
comparatively ſmall; the birth-right of ſuch 
Voters is often ſold, like Eſau's, for a meſs of 
pottage. In the more confined Elections in 
other Towns, a bribe “, large in proportion 
to the diminiſhed number and higher rank of 
the Voters, is applied with equal ſucceſs. Un- 
der the Twofold Election, the caſe would be 
altered in one reſpect, but with increaſed diſ- 
advantage to the Public. The votes of the 
lower claſs at the Primary Elections would be 
obtained by influence, as thoſe of the lower 
Freeholders, &c. are in our preſent Elections. 
But the majority of the men who were choſen 
to be the actual Electors of the Members 
would uſually be of the middle claſs; they 
would be of that deſcription of -perſons which 
is at preſent leaſt expoſed to temptation, and 
leaſt tainted with corruption. But under the 
T wofold Regulation, this honourable diſtinc- 
As an inftance of this, a large Town in the North of England 
may be adduced, in which a number of perſons, between 30 and 
40, in eaſy circumſtances, bave monopolized the Right ot Elec- 
tion. At an Election there, ſome years ago, a ſum exceeding 
| Sede was ſpent by a fingle Candidate, It was diſtributed 
g the Electors in ſums of {300 to each Elector, and this 


tion 
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don would ceaſe to be theirs. Corruption 
would change its plan of attack; it would for- 
bear, in a great meaſure, to purchaſe. the ſuf- 
frages of men too inſignificant to be raiſed to 
the rank of actual Electors; it would reſerve 
its Largeſſes for thoſe who had been, or pro- 
bably would be raiſed to that rank; the boon 
would be dealt out to fewer perſons, in larger 
ſums, and it would be dealt out with ſucceſs. 
Worthy Patriots would attempt to puniſh the 
offenders, and check the growing evil, but 
with little effect; the guilt would be ſecret, 
and would ufually evade detection; detection 
would often not lead to conviction, and the 
convicted offender would be unabaſhed. The 
_ progreſs of corruption would be unchecked, 
till it had ſpread its poiſon to the very core 
of Society. And then the evil would be too 
general to be concealed, too inveterate to be 
cured or corrected by Laws. Such would be 
the probable conſequence of this meaſure, in 
the degenerate ſtate of our Society at preſent. 
And thus by ſpreading the unhappy taint far- 
ther and farther into that body of men hi- 
therto leaſt infected with it, the Twofold 
Election would more completely prepare the 
whole Community for degradation; and the 

Patriot would feel that he had loſt the beſt 
ground of his hope, that by the ſuperior inte- 
ity of the middle claſs the Nation may yet 

8 ſaved from bondage. 
But ſtill it may be contended, that an 
advantage which would be ſufficient to coun- 
' tervail the diſadvantages which have been 
. ſtated as the probable reſult of this my 
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of Election, and would render it, upon the 
whole, advantageous to the Country, 5 
de found in the ſuperior wiſdom of a 
giſlature ſo choſen. But who that ud. 
lets the many eloquent Orators and able 
Stateſmen who have been the Leaders of con- 
tending Parties during the long reign of the 
King, can admit that there is force in this re- 
mark, or can expect from the efficacy of the 
Double Election an infuſion of greater wiſdom 
and ability into our Parliament? But were it 
evidently rational to expect this conſequence, 
{till the Speculator would look in vain to a 
Parliament ſo choſen, for the means of re- 
ſtoring Liberty, and elevating the moral cha- 
racter of the People. The effect of the Two- 
fold Election we have ſeen, if it were in force 
in this Country, would be noxious in eaeh of 
theſe reſpects; and if the People were reduced 
by this regulation, generally, to a ſtate of in- 
difference for Liberty, and to a character of 
mean and corrupt ſervility, no radical correc- 
tion of abuſes, no effectual ſtop to corruption 
could be expected from the ſpontaneous zeal 
of Parliament, even though it were diſtin- 
guiſhed by the greater ability of its Members. 
The juſt complaint at preſent is, not that 
there is a deficiency of wiſdom in our Parlia- 
ments as they are now choſen, but that they 
lack impartiality, and a due ſympathy with 
the Public; they lack the zeal and integrity 
of their Anceſtors to watch the conduct of 
Government, and to protect the Rights of the 


People. But the refinement of Twofold 


Election would be ill adapted to remove the 
cauſe 
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cauſe of that complaint: we have ſeen-that it 
rather tends to corrupt, than to reform, thoſe 
who make the laws, and thole. who are bound 
to obey them. 
0 Will nos bo, denied, that, in ahe. be 
courſe; the happineſs. of individuals is propor- 
tioned to their moral excellence, more eſpe- 
cially to their ſocial. and religious virtues, 
The happineſs. of Communities, therefore, 
muſt depend upon the ſame cauſes; for it is 
nothing elſe but the aggregate of the happi- 
neſs enjoyed by the individuals of whom the 
Communities are compoſed. If then any Na- 
tion be governed on a principle of vice or cor - 
ruption, it may be a rich, it may be a potent, 
but it cannot be a happy Nation; or not ſo 
happy as it may hope to become by means of 
Reform. Under an amended principle of Ge- 
vernment, it may advance in dignity of cha- 
racter, and in the capacity for ſocial freedom 
and happineſs. But to expect ſuch an amend- 
ment in the principle of its Government from 
the mechaniſm of the Double Election, and 
the conſequent inereaſe of ability in the Se- 
nate, were to expect what they can never 
perform. A ſpontaneous Self-Reform in a 
corrupt Aſſembly ſeems inconſiſtent with the 
ſuppoſition that ĩt is neceſſary; it implies the 
preſence of thoſe: generous and patriotic. vir- 
tues which the Aſſembly is ſtated to have loſt, 
But a Reform may proceed from the in- 
fluence of a virtuous People operating upon 
the conſcious feelings of the Aſſembly, No 
Reform, however, can be ſucceſsful, at leaſt 
not permanently ſo, but by means — 
TO | fitted 
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fitted to preſerve the patriotic virtues of the 
People, and to reſtore the purity of their Re- 
preſentatives. Let the patronage which forms 
the fund of corruption be retrenched, that 
Parliament may once more be pure and inde- 
pendent of the Crown; let Parliament be 
more intimately connected with the Body of 
the Nation, that it may ſympathize with it, 
and may be revered and beloved again; lev 

- abuſes in the Boroughs be corrected; let the 
Taxed Houſeholders be admitted to Elections 

but let fimple Repreſentation and publicity 
at Elections be ever retained, as the beſt means 

to nouriſh that ardour for Public Freedom, 
and that manly generofity of character in the 
People, without which the wiſeſt regulations 
mult be ineffectual, and the degradation and 
final ſervitude of the Nation muſt be una- 
voidable. Yet ſtill, ſo perilous is the criſis, 
that not even theſe efficacious Reforms in our 
Civil State can prevent the loſs of our Liberty, 
if not accompanied by improvements in our 

| military eſtabliſhment, which may inure the 

| People ta arms, and enable them ſecurely to. 

| reſt the defence of their Rights and their In- 

dependence chiefly on their own military 

proweſs. Wiſe Reforms may prevent our 

| ſinking into deeper corruption, and finally be- 

| coming willing. Slaves. But another danger 
more immediate threatens our ruin. The 
ſtate of Europe has been altered by the ſuc- 
ceſsful ambition of France ; and the enormous. 
increaſe of her military power will compel 
us to depart from the practice of our An- 

ceſtors, and to oppoſe the immenſe Amy of 


the 
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the Enemy with an Army of our own in ſome 


degree proportioned, The augmentation of 


our military force may be indiſpenſably ne- 


ceffary ; but if we muſt exceed the narrow 
plan of their military eſtabliſnment, we 
ſhould exceed it without departing from 
the wife maxims on which they formed it. 
To be free, like them, and to tranſmit bur 
Freedom, as they did, to Poſterity, we muſt 
adhere to their principles, and act in the 
ſpirit of their conſtitutional jealouſy. The 
whole Nation muſt be entruſted with arms, 
and accuſtomed to uſe them. The Vo- 
lunteers have done us noble ſervice, and 
on their energy and patriotiſm the grateful 
Country ſecurely relies v. But, diſbanded 


with the Militia at the return of Peace, what 


* 


— - 
* - 
— 


Armed Force would they leave, but a Stand 


ing Army augmented to a frightful power 
either to ſave or deſtroy the Commonwealth? 
Shall we expoſe our Laws and Liberties to be 
borne down by the reſiſtleſs recoil of that 
machine which has lately overthrown thoſe 


of France, as it before had overthrown thoſe 


of Rome? Shall we expoſe ourſelves, unarm- 


® By the report of the New Minifter (Mr. Pitt's Speech in 
Parliament on the 8th of June, 1804, as given in the Newſ- 
papers) he appears to have ſtated that on his plan the Army for 
unlimited ſervice would amount to 140,000 men, and the Army 
for limited ſervice would be of equal itude. On diſband- 
ing the Volunteers and the Militia, at a Feace, the Army for li- 
mited and unlimited ſervice would amount to 232,000 men. Let 
it be ſuppoſed that a reduction of this force to 116,000 men would 
alſo take place; and let the Lover of his Country reflect, whether 
the introduction of a Military Government would not be the ne- 
ceflary conſequence of admitting this enormous increaſe of our 


Military Peace Eftabliſhment, unleſs the Body of the People were 


ed, 


legally entruſted with arms. 


(448), 


ed, to be governed at the mercy. of our Re- 


gular Troops? Or ſhall we guard ourſelves. 
againſt this moſt dreaded evil with the wiſe jea- 
loufy of a'T renchard, a Chatham, and a Saville ? 


On the anſwer. to theſe. queſtions hangs the 


fate of our Country, If any. competent por- 
tion of their magnanimity remains in our bo- 
ſoms, the queſtion will be anſwered by us as in 
ſuch a perilous extremity it would have been 
anſwered by them: Abuſes will be corrected; 
and the Nation will be armed, And thus the 
Community will avoid the guilt of Political 


Suicide and a voluntary annihilation of Free- 


dom on the one hand; and, on the other, 
will be ſafe from forcible ſubjugation to the 
yoke of an Enemy abroad, er Wa e 
TO" at home, 


